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The Grove United Methodist Church 
Woodbury and Cottage Grove Minnesota 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
 
The People of The Grove UMC acknowledge that our church sites are located on the 
ancestral home of the Wahpekute Dakota people who continue to live on and steward 
this land as they have for generations. 

 

We acknowledge the history of trauma the Dakota people suffered due to unjust 
practices by the government of the United States and complicity of North American 
Christianity including progenitors of the United Methodist Church. This trauma is not 
just historic, it is also generational and contemporary. These unjust practices are 
inconsistent with The Grove’s mission to Grow Goodness.  
 
We acknowledge the sanctity of Dakota heritage, their connection to the land and their 
unique ability to serve as examples of land stewardship as well as supportive, connected 
communities. 
 
The Grove UMC commits to making connections with Indigenous people and to listen to 
their stories and learn how we can help address the errors of the past and make a better 
today and tomorrow for Indigenous people. 

 
Context 
As part of The Grove’s Racial Justice work1, The Racial Justice and Sustainability teams wish to honor 
the land our church sites are located on and the Indigenous people who are its original stewards.  
 
The Native Governance Center2 is a Native-led non-profit, located in Minneapolis, MN that provides 
resources for organizations to use in establishing Land Acknowledgement Statements. They suggest a 
Land Acknowledgements should include: 

• Self-reflection 

• Establishing a goal 

• Doing homework 

• Building authentic relationships with Indigenous people 

• Compensating Indigenous people for emotional labor 

• Supporting Indigenous organizations 
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Following these guidelines, our process was to: 

• Meet initially to discuss components of a Land Acknowledgement and plan the work 

• Write personal Land Acknowledgement statements 

• Meet to review research and personal statements and draft an Acknowledgement Statement 
for The Grove 

• Submit a draft to the Racial Justice and Sustainability teams for input 

• Contact “Healing Minnesota Stories” at The Minnesota Council of Churches,  
http://www.mnchurches for help to finalize the Land Acknowledgement Statement. 

• Request final approval of the Statement from The Grove Core Team 

• Publish and use the Statement in documents visible to church members and the public. 

• Provide suggestions to the Compassion and Justice Committee for local Indigenous 
organizations to provide ongoing financial support. 

• Identify opportunities for church members to develop relationships develop and provide on-
going support to local Indigenous organizations.  

 

History 
“Minnesota is a Dakota place”3. A writer in the 1850’s, probably the missionary Stephen Riggs, 
reported “One great fact ought to be recognized and recorded at the start, is this, viz: That the mouth 
of the Minnesota River lies immediately over the center of the earth and under the center of the 
heavens.” Dakota land also included The Saint Croix River Valley.4 Their ability as warriors, their 
generosity, and their pride as a nation were defining characteristics of these historic inhabitants of the 
St. Croix valley. It has also noted that the Dakota could afford to be generous because they occupied 
one of the largest and richest regions of the North American interior. 
 
The Dakota arranged their homeland as a hunting and gathering preserve. Like most Native Americans 
of the Upper Midwest the Dakota structured their lives around the seasons based primarily on hunting, 
fishing and gathering of wild rice and maple syrup. Hunting included bison, elk, deer, black bears, 
beaver and muskrat according to season. The most popular place to hunt bison was on the lower St. 
Croix and along the Upper Mississippi. The Dakota lived in villages composed of hundreds of people 
that functioned as a unit, not as a congregation of individual hunters.  
 
Minnesota is also home of the Ojibwe. Ancestors of the Ojibwe migrated from the northeastern part of 
North America and along the Atlantic Coast. Around 1,500 years ago, the Ojibwe people left their 
homes along the ocean and began a slow migration westward. An Ojibwe prophecy urged them to 
move west to "the land where food grows on water", a clear reference to wild rice which served as a 
major incentive to migrate westward. Eventually some bands made their homes in the northern area 
of present-day Minnesota. Although the Dakota and Ojibwe often competed, they also shared territory 
in Minnesota. 

The land now known as Woodbury is recognized as territory of the Wahpekute band of Dakota by 
Native Land Digital5 a Canadian Indigenous-led not-for-profit. This land was included in Cession 243 of 
the 1837 treaty signed in Washington D.C. by the Dakota. They received $16,000 in cash and goods and 
promises of $40,000 per year for years to come. Their “relatives and friends” received $110,000 and 
fur traders received $90,000 in debt payments. The treaty at Traverse de Sioux in 1851 transferred 

http://www.mnchurches/


 3 

Dakota lands in southern and western Minnesota to the United States and the Dakota retained a ten-
mile strip of land on each side of the Minnesota River, and subsequently only the southern strip.  
 
The government did not fulfill promises made in these treaties. Late annuity payments, poor crops, and 
confinement to a narrow strip of land were the primary causes of a hostile atmosphere. The US-Dakota 
War of 1862 was a defining event in state history. Unfortunately, it is still a source of much of the 
current prejudice, misunderstanding, and lack of trust between the Dakota and people of Minnesotan.  
 
The Public Land Survey, originally proposed by Thomas Jefferson, included what is now Minnesota 
starting in 1847 and was completed in 1907. Surveyors made note of vegetation and often used 
“bearing trees” to mark locations. These descriptions continue to help define today what is considered 
“native” vegetation. A document published by the MN DNR includes a historic map and descriptions. 
What is now Washington County is shown and described as “Oak woodland and brushland with bur 
oak and pin oak and hazelnut thickets and prairie openings.” 7 The land that the church now occupies 
now has a beautiful grove of trees the congregation is named after. It includes two bur oak trees, 
estimated by an arborist, to be older than 250 years. It also has maple, ash and evergreen trees 
planted over the years. 
 
The first Europeans came to the land now called Woodbury from Scotland, Ireland and Germany in the 
1840’s shortly after the first treaty.6 The Woodbury Methodist Church is one of the oldest Methodist 
organizations in the Northwest. It was originally called The Washington Charge in a circuit including 
Stillwater, Lakeland and Prescott, Wisconsin. We acknowledge the Triebold and Strate families who 
donated land in 1855, purchased for $1.25 an acre, for a chapel and cemetery.8 Friedrich Triebold died 
in 1903 at age 83; Simon Strate died in 1904 at age 86. Their final resting places, in adjoining family 
plots, are on the land they worked and donated.   
In 1868, a church was built of local stone and wood and a steeple added in 1885. That structure still 
stands and is in use today. 
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Additional Minnesota Indigenous organizations: 
American Indian Family Services - https://aifcmn.org 
“Utilizing the leadership provided by our community’s wisdom keepers, the AIFC strives to continue 
growing knowledge of cultural identity and holistic ways of life.” 
Division of Indian Work – https://www.diw-mn.org  
Their mission is “…to support and strengthen urban American Indian people through culturally-based 
education, traditional healing approaches, and leadership development.” 
Dream of Wild Health - https://dreamofwildhealth.org 
“The mission of Dream of Wild Health is to restore health and well-being in Native community by 
recovering knowledge of land and access to healthy Indigenous foods, medicines and lifeways.” 
Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Tribal Community - https://mendotadakota.com/mn/ 
“We are a nonprofit 501C3 organization dedicated to protecting important and sacred sites 
and bringing Dakota Oyate (nation) culture back to its birthplace in Minnesota.” 
Migizi - https://www.migizi.org 
“MIGIZI acts as a circle of support that nurtures the development of Native American youth in order to 
unleash their creativity and dreams–to benefit themselves, their families and community.” 
We Are Still Here Minnesota - https://washmn.org 
“Our mission is to spotlight and make visible the lives and contributions of Native American peoples 
and their governments in Minnesota today because we are still here.” 
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