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C OTTAGE G ROVE C AMPUS F EASIBILITY T EAM
Since March of 2017, nine Sharing the Joy Teams have taken flight at intervals. All nine teams are at different
stages. Some have completed their work. Others are conducting research and being trained, and others are in
active ministry. Now that these teams are well on their way, it is time to put our 10th and final team in flight —
Cottage Grove Campus Feasibility Team.
The MCCI prescription for Cottage Grove:
“Upon acceptance of this report, The Grove United Methodist Church Core Team will assemble a
Cottage Grove Feasibility Study Team, which will include Pastor Dan, in order to assist The Grove in
dreaming forward and to explore resourcing support that might be provided by the Minnesota
Conference. This Feasibility Study Team will collaborate with River Valley District Superintendent
Rev. Cynthia Williams and Ben Ingebretson (Conference staff) to explore conference-funded options
that could be added to the already-existing lay-led worship service at Cottage Grove. The options might
include an additional new worship service targeting a younger demographic in the surrounding
community and/or other outreach efforts.”
Through significant changes to ministries and structuring, the Woodbury Campus has experienced the fruits of
revitalization. Now it’s time to determine what changes the Cottage Grove Campus can make for revitalization.
Pastors Dan and Kelly are inviting all to a meeting on April 29 at 4 - 6 pm to start the early discussions. Anyone
from either campus is invited, but Cottage Grove worshippers are particularly encouraged to come.
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WHAT:

COTTAGE GROVE FEASIBILITY PRESCRIPTION DISCUSSION

WHEN:

April 29, 4 - 6 pm

WHERE:

Cottage Grove Campus

HOW:

Anyone from either campus who is invested in the growth and
revitalization of the Cottage Grove Campus.

Moving worship from WATCHING to PARTICIPATING
The Worship Design Team took flight in the fall of 2017 as a Sharing the Joy Team.
We are nearly ready to implement a new system.
By stirring the creative juices in our church, we will be make worship more
participatory, multi-sensory, and impactful. To increase participation, we will
build out new teams and new roles, so worship doesn’t feel like just something
you watch but something you participate in. People who have roles in worship
report finding worship more meaningful and impactful.
How can you participate? How can you get involved?

We are recruiting for the following roles and teams. As you read the descriptions, don’t feel overwhelmed.
Every role is do-able, and each team will be equipped and trained. Sign up by filling out a worship engagement
insert or by going to: ttsu.me/WorshipRecruitment.
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
(Starting mid-July)

Are you organized, action-oriented, and like to make things run smoothly?
A team of 4-6 will rotate the role of Worship Assistant. Worship Assistants coordinate the
details of worship preparation on Sunday mornings: connect with special speakers, turn on
projection system, set out any special items related to worship, set up nametag table and
welcome desk, check in with sound technician and projectionist for special instructions.

WORSHIP ARTS
(Starting mid-June)

Are you creative and crafty? Do you like to decorate?
A team of 4-6 will be responsible for creating elements that activate the senses and make
worship metaphors memorable. The team will create the visual displays in the Worship
Center and any special “takeaway” items.

WRITERS
(Starting mid-June)

Do you love words, telling-stories, or writing poetry?
A team of 4 will support the pastors in writing the call to worship, invitation to offering,
prayers/transitions, breakthrough prayers, prayer of dedication, for example.

VOLUNTEER
PROJECTION TECHS
(In place, and looking for
more to start late-August)

Are you comfortable on a computer and desire to support the congregation in songs,
prayers, and responses?
A team of 6 will rotate running the computer at 10:30 worship. Teenagers are encouraged to
signup for this team, particularly if they are already actively involved in this role.

VOLUNTEER SOUND &
LIGHT TECHS
(Starting late-August)

Are you comfortable with technology and have a good ear?
Team of 6 who are responsible for providing a quality sound and lighting experience
for each worship service. Volunteer techs will be trained on the new, simplified
sound equipment.

COMMUNION SERVERS
(In place, looking for more)

Do you want to represent God’s love to others during holy moments?
Communion servers give bread and juice on the first Sundays of the month.

WORSHIP LEADERS
(Starting mid-July)

Do you enjoy public speaking and communicating effectively?
Team of 4 who occasionally lead worship—including Call to Worship, Scripture Reading,
and Prayers, for example.

MUSICIANS
(In place, looking for more)

Have you ever thought of singing in the choir, joining the WINGS band, playing the bells,
joining a new Brass Ensemble, or providing special music?
Now is the time to make that leap!
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LOVE OFFERING FOR MISSIONS
Every year United Methodists from across Minnesota bring
together funds to present at Annual Conference as a Love Offering
for Missions. This offering benefits international, national, and
Minnesota missions.

This year’s Love Offering for Mission funds will go to the following three projects:

Puerto Rico Hurricane Recovery Trips
Due to the devastating Hurricane Maria, this fall the Minnesota Annual
Conference will be sending Volunteers in Missions (VIM) teams to Puerto
Rico. Funds from the Love Offering will go towards construction supplies
bought and used on the island, purchase of hygiene kit and cleaning bucket
supplies, and for scholarships for first-time VIM participants.

Park Ave UMC Children’s Defense Fund
Freedom Schools Program
The Freedom Schools Program is a six-week summer day camp
experience for children. Its mission is to ensure that every child receives
“a healthy start, a head start, a fair start, a safe start, and a moral start in
life and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families
and communities.” Each year, about 50 scholars are part of Park Avenue
UMC’s program, which aims to address the “summer slide” and to close
the achievement gap.
Mornings are spent improving reading skills. In the afternoons, children
participate in enrichment activities, including art, cooking, gardening,
music/dance, and physical education. Love Offering funds will cover
expenses for reading curriculum materials and for young adult mentors.

NUMAS Haus
NUMAS Haus provides emergency shelter and support services to
homeless single women and their children in New Ulm and surrounding
Brown County. Adjacent and connected to First UMC in New Ulm,
clients are able to live there for up to 90 days as they complete a program
that includes counseling, health and financial management, parenting and
food preparation skills, and obtaining access to county social services and
vocational training.
Upon completion, participants are encouraged to secure permanent
housing but may not immediately be able to pay market-rate rent. Love
Offering funds will be used to help families with transitional rent assistance for six to 12 months.
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Upcoming Campus
Improvement Campaign
Over the last several years, in order to help church participants
better plan their annual giving, leadership has shifted the church’s
stewardship model. The objectives of the changes are two-fold:
1) to reduce the number of financial asks made of the church and
2) to have recurring, consistent campaigns that people can expect
and plan for.
In 2015, all the mission fundraising — which once happened year
round — was combined into just one ask on Easter. In 2016/2017,
the mortgage campaign and operating campaigns were combined
into one fall campaign. Now that our congregation has adjusted to
these changes, we are ready to implement the third phase to the
stewardship shift, which involves a once-per-year Campus
Improvement Campaign.
From May 20 to June 10, you will receive information regarding this
campaign to help you better understand the details of the projects
and why raising funds outside our regular operating budget is
necessary. This year, we will be raising funds for the following
projects. You are invited to consider which projects are most
important to you and designate your giving accordingly.
1. First Impressions— In order to improve the experience of
guests, both campuses will add interior and exterior signage,
and the Woodbury campus will undergo landscaping and
Commons enhancements.
2. LED Lighting– In order to conserve energy, current lights
will all be replaced with LED lights on both campuses. This
project will pay for itself in several years.
3. Phase 1 of Woodbury Worship Technology — In order to
enhance our worship experience and simplify our setup for
volunteers, outdated equipment will be replaced and a tech
station will be added to the back of worship center.
4. Phase 1 of Chapel Renovations — In order to be good
stewards of our heritage, Chapel renovations will start with
sealing the exterior to pests and weather, adding insulation,
and replacing and repairing exterior trim.
Thank you to the Facilities Management Team and the Campus
Improvement Project Team for leading this campaign.
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Three Campaigns Per Year
1. FALL OPERATING CAMPAIGN
This primary stewardship
commitment supports the
operating budget, including
salaries for pastors and staff,
mortgage, utilities, supplies,
maintenance, etc.
Each October, we ask you to
make a commitment (an
estimate of giving). Step In,
Step Up was the theme for
last fall’s operating campaign.
2. EASTER BEING THE HOPE
MISSION CAMPAIGN
This commitment supports
ministry beyond the local
church. Last year, Being the
Hope funds supported 32
agencies and ministries, such as
God’s Closet, Wesley Meals,
and local food shelves. Make
your commitment to Being the
Hope on Easter Sunday.
3. SPRING CAMPUS
IMPROVEMENT CAMPAIGN
This yearly effort supports
major improvements that are
beyond the capacity of our
operating budget. The last
campus improvement campaign
provided resources for the
parking lot. See article to left
for list of this year’s campus
improvement projects.

SUMMER SKOOLIE IS COMING!!!
Royal Oaks
Elementary
Mondays — 5 to 7 pm
June 25
July 16 & 30
August 13

Armstrong
Elementary
Thursdays — 4 to 6 pm
June 28
July 19
August 2 & 16
Skoolie is a repurposed, brightly painted school bus used by
South Washington County Community Education as a mobile classroom.
Skoolie is coming this summer to schools adjacent to both
Woodbury and Cottage Grove church campuses.
The Grove UMC will provide the yard games and food and
the entire neighborhood is invited to participate in
yard games, crafts, food and fellowship.

PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO:
Help prepare, set up and serve the food
Set up and play yard games, and clean-up
This great volunteer opportunity is for the whole family
to be in fellowship with our neighbors!
SIGN UP in the Woodbury Commons or online at http://ttsu.me/skoolie
QUESTIONS? Delores Hedrick, deloreshedrick@comcast.net

Fun activities & Fellowship!
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Carey Erkel at cerkel@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-0305, ext. 19

Sunday, May 13

COFFEE TIME in the Fellowship Hall
Please come to say thank you to our Creation Station Leaders. They give their time and energy to share faith
stories with the children of our church. They answer hard questions, maintain order in chaos, and show God’s
love to these precious ones.
Allison Walker
Amy Fuller
Amy Poppinga
Andrea Schilling
Anita Dick
Cimena Gordon
Craig and Julie Moeckly
Dean and Rachel Wangerin
Holly Irvin
Jenn Pettit
Jenni Buran
Kathy Koch
Kristine Nelson
Lisa Engels
Mike and Cami Reid
Molly Rydeen

Ben and Randee McCabe
Robin Muscoplat
Robyn McNaull
Scott and Callianne Jones
Scott Key
Shanna McElwain
Stacie Christensen
Tamara Boeseneilers
Tara Van Berkom
Tera Blauwkamp
Vicky Henderson
Robin Radke
Zanne Burton
Toni Lambert
Julia Clark

EcoKids Camp
Tuesday-Thursday, June 12-14
Completed 2nd through 5th grade
8:30 am-4:30 pm
Come for three days packed with fun! We’ll brainstorm how to
reduce, reuse and recycle all kinds of things. We’ll take two walking
field trips and one bus/light rail trip to the Saints stadium. $65;
scholarships available. Register online at TheGroveMN.church.
Email cerkel@beingthehope.org with any questions.
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Amy Fuller at afuller@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-2010

Summer Ministry Interns
The Grove UMC will host two ministry interns, Tim Freidel and Jordyn Yourczek, this summer as part of our
dedication to be a learning and growing congregation.

Tim Freidel is a seminary student currently attending Asbury Theological Seminary
in Kentucky. He is hopes to graduate in May 2019, and return to pastor in Delaware,
where he is originally from. He is looking forward to spending a summer in
Minnesota. His hobbies include most sports (playing or watching, including rooting
for all Philadelphia pro teams) reading books, and watching some of his favorite tv
shows (The Office). As far as talents go, he has one: Limbo.

Jordyn Yourczek is currently an undergrad student at the University of Wisconsin,
River Falls. Jordyn is considering work in the health care field, specifically physical
therapy. She loves God and cares for God’s people. She has been on staff at
Mountain TOP the past three summers in Tennessee. She will also be an intern at
the Grove this summer through the Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project.
The ELI Project, now in its fourth year, aligns with the Minnesota Annual
Conference’s desire to create a culture of call that actively encourages young adults to
explore how God is calling them to build the kingdom.

Jordyn writes: “I have been attending The Grove UMC since I was born.
I enjoy doing anything outdoors, including but not limited to hammocking,
hiking, water sports, dancing, campfires and watching movies outside. I’m
super excited to be interning with the ELI Project at my home church and
hope to learn more about ministry!”

Both Tim and Jordyn will have opportunities to:







Preach and/or lead a Bible study or devotional
Plan worship
Be involved in a social justice or community outreach ministry
Observe leadership development/discipleship ministry
Provide pastoral care
Explore other parts of their calls

Please be in prayer for Tim and Jordyn as they prepare to work with our church this summer.
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High School Graduation Milestone Blessing
On Sunday, May 6, high school graduating seniors and their families are invited to come to either the 9 am
or 10:30 worship in Woodbury. There will be a special time of blessing for these students and their parents
to celebrate this important life milestone. All students will have a picture on a prayer board in the Woodbury
Commons area. As a community of faith, we rejoice with these families. These students have shared their
lives and gifts with us, and we are excited for the next step in their life and their faith journeys.
Cody Blauwkamp ..................................... Hudson High School
Phillip Brady ............................................ East Ridge High School
Alexander Cameron................................. Woodbury High School
Ryan Christensen ..................................... Woodbury High School
Gunnar Edlund ........................................ East Ridge High School
Rachel Findlay .......................................... East Ridge High School
Seth Giebner ............................................ Park High School
Ryan Greyling ........................................... Math & Science Academy
Jack Grubish ............................................. Tartan High School
Catie Hansen ............................................ Woodbury High School
Corrina Lynn Holcomb ........................... Woodbury High School
Patrick Honcoop ...................................... East Ridge High School
Collin Invie ............................................... East Ridge High School
Callianne Jones ........................................ Math & Science Academy
Megan Elizabeth Karrow ......................... East Ridge High School
Analia Kroonblawd .................................. Saint Paul Central High School
Spencer Lee ............................................. Woodbury High School
Josie Renee Lyon ..................................... East Ridge High School
Nathaniel Moyer ...................................... Woodbury High School
Elise Kendall Patchett ............................. Math & Science Academy
Kaylee Peterson ....................................... East Ridge High School
Kate Philips .............................................. Woodbury High School
Sophia Rondeau ....................................... Stillwater Area High School
Katie Schuenke ........................................ Stillwater Area School
Jack Simon ............................................... Woodbury High School
Jaime Simon ............................................. Woodbury High School
Jeremy Simon........................................... Woodbury High School
Justin Versluis ........................................... Woodbury High School
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Social Justice Series
SOCIAL PRINCIPLES: THE NATURAL WORLD
The United Methodist Book of Discipline details our denomination’s beliefs regarding many social principles.
The Book’s section on the natural world begins with a basic underlying principle, “All creation is the Lord’s, and
we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it.” (See link below.) The issues addressed by these
principles are in eight categories:
1)
2)
3)
4)

water, air, soil, minerals, plants
energy resource utilization
animal life
global climate stewardship

5)
6)
7)
8)

space
science and technology
food safety and
food justice

Regarding energy resource utilization, The Book of Discipline states: “As members of the United Methodist
Church, we are committed to approaching creation, energy production, and especially creation’s resources in a
responsible, careful and economic way.”
The Grove United Methodist Church started a Sustainability Committee in 2017 to address these issues. The
Committee’s mission statement is: “The Grove United Methodist Church Sustainability Committee promotes
the care of God’s creation by adopting practices that make our church campuses more sustainable and by
working with our community on sustainable practices and environmental justice.”
To date the Grove has:
• Installed a 40 kW solar electric system with 144 panels on our roof. This system was made possible
by a donation from a member of our congregation. Purchase of electricity from Xcel Energy declined
14% in the year after the panels were installed.
• Held two community events to promote use of renewable energy.
• Used resources from Xcel to have an audit done on our lighting system, which showed a potential
reduction in electricity used for lighting by more than 50%, with the installation of LED lights.
• Planned an energy audit for 2018 to identify ways to reduce the use of natural gas to heat the
church building.
• Made plans to include improvements in recycling and care of our grove of trees.
If you are committed to caring for the natural world and are interested in becoming a member of the Grove
Sustainability Committee, please contact Pastor Dan Wetterstrom.
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-natural-world
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SUSTAINABILITY
TEAM REPORT
As winter slowly releases its grip, the Sustainability Team’s thoughts turn to the outdoors, with new thoughts
around the grove’s health and landscaping. Several of the ongoing projects are moving closer to fruition.
Team members met with a University of Minnesota extension
volunteer who specializes in trees, and did a walk-through of the
grove and the trees surrounding the church. It appears the grove
contains some species of trees that are prone to disease and
damage, including Ash and Silver Maples. We’ll need to investigate
options, and we may need to replace them with more durable trees.
We’ve also begun exploring options of nut trees, and the volunteer
pointed out an unconsidered benefit of this: they are excellent for
feeding local wildlife like birds and squirrels. The sustainability team
will work to complete an inventory of all trees in the grove, and then
probably engage an arborist to help develop a plan.
Also for outdoor consideration is the idea of a community vegetable
garden. The team learned about an organization called “Garden
Matters” that offers workshops to help groups start community
gardens. In general, the sustainability team feels that this is a major
effort with a significant commitment required from the entire
congregation, so we feel this is might go beyond the scope of our
team. The team will continue to investigate options in upcoming
months.
Finally, several ongoing efforts continue. The long-planned LED
Lighting project will to seek funding as part of the upcoming campus
improvement campaign. Also, conducting a full energy audit on the
building would help identify areas to conserve energy. We continue
to consider ways to improve recycling signage within the
church. We’ve submitted an entry for the church for the Woodbury
Environmental Excellence Award; with luck, we’ll find out if we’ve
won soon.
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LED
Lighting
Project

Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse
parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org

Parish Nurse News

Caring Friends News

HEALTH TEAM - Volunteers Needed
Jane Beckstrom would like to create a health team for
The Grove UMC. The team would consist of people
who are working or retired in the medical field. The
team members will provide knowledge and resources
to the Parish Nurse or Caring Friends leaders. Please
email Jane at parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org if you
have questions, or if you are interested in being a part
of this team.

KETTLEBELL EXERCISE CLASS
Wednesdays, 5:25-6 pm, Rm. 204
This class is for those who want a higher level class
of aerobic and strength building. Kettlebell exercise
also develops flexibility, coordination and
endurance. Come and meet John Schultz, a certified
Kettlebell instructor (KBC) $5/class. Questions?
Contact Jane.

GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES
Do you know of anyone in our congregation who
would benefit from a support group for women who
are challenged with overwhelming issues or duties in
the grandmother role? If you or someone you know
can benefit from joining this caring group, contact
Jane Beckstrom at parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org,
Carey Erkel at cerkel@BeingTheHope.org, or
Pastor Dan at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, May 15, 10 am (3rd Tues.)
WB Heritage Room
Join us if you have lost a loved one (spouse, parent,
sibling, child), or you are a caregiver and would like to
share your story or receive support from others facing
similar life changes.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS
• Woodbury Campus - 1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month in the Heritage Room.
• Cottage Grove Campus - 2nd Sunday of the month
after the service.
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
There is a place in the church database for
emergency contact information. This information will
be used if we are unable to reach you in an
emergency. Send info to Jane Beckstrom or contact
the office.
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A DRUM CIRCLE - Fridays
May 4, 7 pm and May 18, 6:30 pm
WB Youth Rm., (1st & 3rd Friday)
For individuals and families living with Autism/
Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or social
challenges who likes music, rhythm and dance.
Questions? Contact Dick Hansen at
cdhansen@comcast.net or at 651-459-7802.
THE CARING FRIENDS MINISTRY provides
a trained lay person who will listen when times are
challenging. They walk with you on a short or
long-term journey depending on your needs.
They offer confidential listening, support and
encouragement in person or by phone. If you or
someone you know could benefit from having a
Caring Friend, contact Jane Beckstrom or one of the
Caring Friends’ leaders below:
• Rick Osborn
sandyrick44@gmail.com, 452-346-0823
• Steve Hedrick
shedrick8203@comcast.net, 651-748-8203
BOOKSHELF: Caring Friends can find books
helpful to them on the Caring Friend bookshelf in
the Woodbury Heritage Room. Sign your name and
take a book.

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT COTTAGE GROVE
The 9:30 am Sunday morning service at the Cottage Grove Campus provides lay-led services
which are creative and heart-felt. Services are designed and delivered by members of The Grove
community in a format that allows both the presenters and congregation to explore
their spiritual life more fully by being the BODY of Christ in a very real way.

SUNDAY MORNING MAY
6 – Rev. Jim Baker
13 – Mother’s Day - Shelley Lyksett
20 – Memorial Day Weekend - OPEN
27 - OPEN
LEAD SUNDAY WORSHIP
Volunteer to provide a message or lead a service on any
Sunday morning. Contact Dawn Nippoldt at
651-271-1795 or at nippoldts@usfamily.net.
CREATION STATION
Toni Lambert and Anita Dick provide this fun learning
time for pre‐school and elementary school students.
Visitors are always welcome!!
CRAFT FELLOWSHIP GROUP
Monday, May 28, 12-2 pm (4 Monday)
A fun way to get together and work on your craft project
or venture into a new one. Questions? Contact Royann
Kjellberg at royannek@comcast.net or at 651-459-1493 .
nd

CHOIR PRACTICE
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Join anytime! Contact Lea Anna McGowan at
leaandpete@msn.com.
LUNCH AT PERKINS in Cottage Grove
Wednesday, May 9, 11:30 am (2 Wed.)
Stop by for lunch and good fellowship. Questions?
Contact Muriel, murielr@usfamily.net, 651-459-2805.
nd
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COFFEE SALES
Fair trade coffee, K-cups, and chocolate! In
purchasing and using fair trade products, we
are giving support to UMCOR’s Sustainable
Agriculture and Development Program.
Watch for Muriel Richardson on Sundays.
SCRIPTURE READING & SOUP
Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Come for a tasty soup lunch and great
conversation! Read through the Bible and
develop spiritually as we delve into each
passage to find out about God’s nature, what it
means to be human, the relationship between
God and humans, and our relationship with
and responsibility to others.
VOLUNTEER READERS NEEDED FOR
ARMSTRONG STUDENTS
Volunteers have the opportunity to spend time
at Armstrong Elementary School working in
K-2 grades. (There is a need for a volunteer to
work with kindergartners.) The commitment is
usually one hour per week and the schedule is
very flexible. Contact Paula Christensen at
christensenpaula@live.com.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 9:30-11 am, Rm. 207
This study will grow and nurture your spirituality by
blending the study of Scripture and books about
Christian faith. Contact Pastor Dan at
dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org.

FAITHBUILDERS - Book Study for Women
Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am, Rm. 208
This group discusses books focused on topics of
faith, society, and justice. Participants expand their
thinking and their spirituality. Contact Jan Slagter at
jslagter1949@gmail.com or 651-739-7719.
READERS BOOK CLUB
Monday, May 14, 7-8:30 pm, Heritage Rm.
All readers are invited to join in the lively
discussion, laughter, and fellowship. May book:
The Hope Chest by Viola Shipman. Questions?
Contact Darlene at darwetterstrom@comcast.net.
THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
Thursdays, 7-8 am, Rm. 201
Join a group of guys who like to laugh and have a
good time. Through reading and video, participants
explore who they are and how God is impacting
their lives. Contact Lee Slagter at
slagter1950@gmail.com
SUNDAY DISCIPLE CLASS
Sundays, 10:30-11:30a, Rm. 207
This class dives deep in Scripture, history, and
theology. Contact Roger Nelson at
rmnelson3@yahoo.com.
PRISCILLA’S CIRCLE
Tuesday, May 8, 9:30 am-12 pm, Rm. 205
All women are welcome to join. Questions?
Contact Ruth Anne Bothe at 651-459-0886.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
2nd & 4th Wednesday, Rm. 205
Engage in spirited conversation about the Bible,
faith, and everyday life. Contact Dick Larkin at
rlaconsult@aol.com or 651-735-5894.
COMPASSION AND JUSTICE TEAM
1st Monday of the month, 6:30-8 pm, Rm. 201
This group is looking for new members. The team
builds community connections with organizations
focused on compassion and justice. Through ongoing
support, this team distributes resources to partner
organizations and educates the church about the
work of our community connections. Questions?
Contact Cheryl Glazebrook,
cherylglazebrook@comcast.net or Muriel
Richardson, murielr@usfamily.net.

FAITH IN ACTION
Monday, May 21, 6 pm
Dinner Out at Bonfire, Woodbury
Come join for an evening of dining,
fellowship and conversation.
QUESTIONS? Contact Jean Roemer at
jean.roemer@comcast.net.

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church!
CONNECT & GROW MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Sunday, May 20, 3:30-5 pm
Heritage Rm. - Childcare provided
Learn about our congregation, its ministries, its
values, and the meaning of membership. Find
opportunities to grow through study, service, and
fellowship. If you plan to attend please contact
Pastor Dan at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
or at 651-738-0305, ext. 13
WESLEY MEALS - BARS & VOLUNTEERS
Saturday, May 12, Wesley UMC
8:30 am Woodbury Carpool
1. Donate pans of bars or cookies.
2. Volunteer to prepare and serve a meal to
homeless people at Wesley in downtown Mpls.
Sign up at the Woodbury Connection and
Engagement board or contact Delores Hedrick at
deloreshedrick@comcast.net. Bring bars to the
kitchen on Friday or on Saturday morning before
8:30 am as the volunteers gather to carpool.
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Saturday, May 19, 9 am at Eagan
1. Sign up at the Woodbury Connection and
Engagement board to pack meals that feed
starving children all over the world.
2. Sign up online at www.fmsc.org. Click on
“register to volunteer”, then “join an existing
group”. Enter "Rachel" and "Hintzman" in the
first and last name boxes, then click on “join”
for the date you wish to volunteer.
Questions? Contact Rachel Hintzman at
rahintzm@gmail.com.
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MINISTER TO FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
The Grove is seeking a Minister to Families with
Children who provides development, leadership,
and oversight to programs for families who have
children between birth and 5th grade. 80% time.
Full job description at TheGroveMN.church
To apply, email Rev. Dan Wetterstrom,
dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org, a cover letter,
resume, and list of three references.
Application deadline: May 28, 2018
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Friday, ,June 8, 12-6 pm, Fellowship Hall
Donate blood and give the gift of life, or volunteer
to be a hostess.
1. To schedule an appointment, call the Red Cross
at 651-291-4607. Walk-ins are welcome!
2. Volunteer to staff the sign up table or the snack
table (shifts 12-3 pm or 3-6 pm ). Contact Jan
Slagter at 651-739-7719,
slagter1949@gmail.com.
DONATE TO THE GIVING RACK
The Giving Rack (formerly God's Closet) is now
collecting spring and summer clothes as well as
brown paper grocery bags with handles. Donations
may be left at the Woodbury campus in the Giving
Rack Closet in the Plaza or at the Cottage Grove
campus. They may also be taken directly to The
Beloved Church, 1965 Sherwood Ave., St. Paul,
between 2 and 6 pm on Mondays and
Tuesdays. Please contact Pat Marzolf with
questions at patmarzolf@aol.com.

MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 28
The church will be closed.

Opportunity for Singers
If you love to sing, but haven’t been able to make the
weekly commitment to our Chancel Choir, join us for
John Rutter’s Gloria. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings,
March 7– May 16 from 7-7:45 pm, Room 204
(the Creation Station Room) in the Woodbury campus.
Come to as many rehearsals as your schedule allows.

The “Gloria” will be presented as a musical gift to our
congregation at the 9 am service at our Woodbury campus
on Sunday, May 20. Contact Woodbury Choral Director,
LaGretta Lunde, laglunde@gmail.com, 612-720-4446.

Do you play an instrument or sing?
Would you like to share your musical gift at the 9 am service this summer?
Please contact Woodbury Choral Director, LaGretta Lunde at laglunde@gmail, 612-720-4446

W OODBURY C HANCEL C HOIR
Adults and Teens, Creation Station Rm. 204, Wednesday, 7-8:30 pm
Join any Wednesday throughout the year to enjoy the fun and fellowship of singing an eclectic array of sacred
music which serves the 9 am worship service. In addition, the choir will end their singing year by presenting
John Rutter’s “Gloria” on Sunday, May 20.

W OODBURY C HILDREN ’ S C HOIR
10-10:30 am - Sunday Mornings, Creation Station Rm. 204
Children’s Choir (grades 1-5) is offered to all children. Our goal is to provide a convenient, accessible time for
children to participate in choir. They will learn the music of our faith in a fun, motivating musical environment.
Also, they will receive high quality vocal training through the Kodaly approach to music education.

JOIN WOODBURY CHOIRS ANY TIME!
Contact LaGretta Lunde, WB Choral Director, laglunde@gmail.com, 612 -720-4446
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When Spring throws a curve ball,
we make the best of it!

A Winter Picnic

P LAYGROUND R ENOVATION
Woodbury Preschool at The Grove is looking to update and renovate the
playground here at The Grove.
We are looking for any volunteers that would be interested in serving
on a committee to research and plan the future playground for our
preschool and church.
If interested contact Julie Johnson, wpps@BeingTheHope.org,
651-738-9670. for further information on how you can help.
WPPS will be fundraising to help support this project.
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“Play is our brain’s favorite
way of learning.”
- Dianne Ackerman

In Memory of Barb Haberman
The Church Library
will continue without
Barb Haberman's
faithful leadership,
but it will be hard to fill
her shoes.
Several years ago Barb
organized a library
committee to begin the
revitalization of the
library. She had the
books from downstairs
moved upstairs to a proper setting when the Doug
Nicholas addition was completed.
She appealed for a place for the library on the
church budget, and, with a few donations from
supporting individuals new books, new shelves and
a new cart were added. Much sorting and
organizing was done by several women recruited by
Barb, and the library began in its new location.
The library is a quiet comfortable room with
surrounding walls of books. Do check out the
library cart on Sunday mornings while having
coffee with friends in the Fellowship Hall. The
library is open throughout the week, so take time
to find the best book for you or your family.
Remember, there are many good children's books.
We all appreciate Barb's efforts and enthusiasm to
make our library a great place in our church. We
are thankful for all her work over the years and will
miss her. Barb's memory lives on because of all the
dog and mystery books she has gathered for others
to enjoy. Look on the cart for these books.
Barb also helped begin the "Moose on the Loose"
program for children. Since then, several other
authors have made presentations once a year to
continue these fun times together. The last event
Barb helped organized was the Author Visit by
Douglas Wood in April, 2018.
The Library Committee
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Wish Upon a Dream by Margaret Wise Brown
The author of
"Goodnight Moon", a
popular bedtime story,
has written a book
about dreams. What do
you dream about? All
children and animals
sleep, so therefore
dreams come
to them according to this story. A restful lovely
illustrated and rhyming story to read to your
children before bedtime. This book reads like
poetry and is very soothing. Dream on these
wonderful ideas. Review by Bonnie Rohde

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
In a suburb of Cleveland
there is a very cozy
comfortable place to live
until Mia and her daughter
move in. People are drawn
to them, but there is a
mystery from their past that
seeks to be known. Who
will figure it out and how?
The Richardsons who own
the house Mia rents like everything neat and
orderly in town, but feel the danger invading as
Mia becomes more well known. With the
Richardsons’ own secrets hiding in the mix,
much suspense is created. Enjoy the outcome
by reading this book.

Review by Bonnie Rohde

Cottage Grove Campus
8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Campus Phone: 651-769-1303
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305

Woodbury Campus
7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305
Email: office@BeingTheHope.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:30 am

Sunday Worship Schedule
9 & 10:30 am

Information You Want to Know about WPGUMC
The Woodbury church office is
open from 8 am to 3 pm,
Monday-Friday. The phone will be
answered during those hours. When
the phone is not answered, leave a
private message for any members of
the staff. Directions are given on the
phone system.
CHURCH LEADERSHIP
The responsibility for the day-to-day
administrative tasks of the church
has been invested in the Core Team.
The team functions as the primary
lay-clergy partnership to provide
guidance and direction to ministries.
CORE TEAM MEMBERS
Betsy Stites – Chair
Jill Easton – Secretary
Open – Financial Manager
Jennifer Edney
Sadie-jo Kobussen
Pastor Kelly Lamon
Charlie Maier
Rick Osborn
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom
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CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
Pastor Kelly Lamon, Associate Pastor — klamon@BeingTheHope.org
Carey Erkel, Minister to Families w/Children — cerkel@BeingTheHope.org
Amy Fuller, Minister to Families w/Students — afuller@BeingTheHope.org
Katie Matson-Daley, Volunteer & Ministry Coordinator—
kmatsondaley@BeingTheHope.org
Julie Johnson, Woodbury Preschool at The Grove —
wpps@BeingTheHope.org
Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse — parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org
Katherine Wrucke, Data Base & E-Ministry — kwrucke@BeingTheHope.org
OPEN, Finance Manager — finance@BeingTheHope.org
Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — jtousignant@BeingTheHope.org
Maria Rella, Office Manager & Building Scheduler —
mrella@BeingTheHope.org
MUSIC MINISTRY
Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com
LaGretta Lunde, Woodbury Choral Music Director —
laglunde@gmail.com
Kathy Alden, Woodbury Organist & Pianist — lifeisgute@comcast.net
Jan Rasmussen, Steeple Bells — unicornbelle58@hotmail.com
Patrick Smith, Audio Technician — salsabass@yahoo.com
Lea Anna McGowan, Cottage Grove Choral Music — leaandpete@msn.com
Jean Hendrickson, Cottage Grove Pianist — doyourtheory@gmail.com
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7465 Steepleview Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Thank you for your
generosity in supporting
Compassion, justice,
and outreach.
At this point the
Being the Hope Campaign
has received commitments of
over $ 84,500

You are truly Being The Hope
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