INSITES

The Grove United Methodist Church

JUNE & JULY 2018

Lessons from the grove
June 3: You think you’ve been buried, but you’ve just been planted.
June 10: A lesson in forest etiquette.
June 17: Everything has a life cycle.
June 24: Leaves for healing.
July 1: Every branch needs its vines to grow.
Stick around for games in the grove after 10:30 worship!
Facebook.com/
TheGroveMN.church

Instagram.com/
@TheGroveMN.church

July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Bread of Life
Living Water
Breath of All
Light of the World

TheGroveMN.church

Water games & sprinklers after
10:30 Worship each Sunday
Kids, wear your swimsuits!
Campfire after worship July 29

Movies at The Grove
Hear about movies in worship!
Aug 5 God Connections in Movies
VBS Sunday
Bouncy House after 10:30

Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26
Sept 2

Coco
Wonder
Moana
Greatest Showman

And join us
for full showings!

Sunday evenings, 6:30 pm
Fellowship Hall
Woodbury Campus
Aug 5
Coco
Aug 12 Wonder
Aug 19 Moana
Aug 26 Greatest Showman

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the humanitarian relief and development arm of the
The United Methodist Church. Compelled by Christ to be a voice of conscience on behalf of the people called
United Methodist, UMCOR works globally to alleviate human suffering and advance hope and healing.
UMCOR’s work can be categorized into three major areas:
1) Humanitarian Relief/Disaster Response
2) Sustainable Development, and
3) Global Health.
UMCOR responds to disasters of great magnitude that overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own.
Some of the recent disasters UMCOR has provided relief for include Syria (displaced families from the civil
war), Rohingya (refugee crisis), Puerto Rico (hurricane), Mexico (earthquakes), and California (wildfires).
Being the Hope supports UMCOR in two ways. First, direct donations to disaster relief extends loving care to
people suffering throughout the world. Second, Being the Hope contributes to UMCOR Sunday, which
provides funds exclusively for administrative costs.

Being the Hope is providing $5,000 for this ministry.

UNITED METHODIST SPECIAL SUNDAYS
The United Methodist Church designates a number of Sundays throughout
the year as opportunities to recognize and support particular ministries.
•

Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach to
communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social
justice and work with at-risk youth.

•

Native American Ministries Sunday nurtures mission with Native Americans and provides scholarships for
United Methodist Native American seminarians.

•

Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace and
justice through a broad spectrum of global programs.

•

Work Communion Sunday provides scholarships for U.S. racial- and ethnic-minority students and
international students, on both undergraduate and graduate levels.

•

United Methodist Student Day furnishes scholarships and loans for students attending United Methodistrelated and other accredited colleges and universities.

•

UMCOR Sunday raises funds for support and administrative costs of UMCOR.

Being the Hope is providing $1,500 for this ministry.
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Campus
Improvement
Campaign

To ols for Ministry
Jesus, like his father Joseph, was a
carpenter. To practice his trade, he
would have used tools such as an axe,
hammer, chisel and saw. But not only
carpenters depend on tools; all
professions and organizations require
tools to accomplish their work.
Our tools for ministry include
buildings, equipment and technology.
Some tools used for ministry must be
renovated or replaced. We also must
add new tools to accomplish our
mission. The 2018 Campus
Improvement Campaign, which
includes the four projects outlined here
address these needs.
We recognize the ambition of these
projects. Yet, it is important to present
these needs to the congregation. Note
each project is broken into smaller
components, so if need be, projects can
be completed in stages based on
available resources.
The Campus Improvement Campaign
is an all-church effort. A successful
campaign requires each of us to do our
part through generous giving with an
element of sacrifice.
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Key Dates
Videos for each project released via Social Media
May 20 — June 15
Commitment Brochure sent to your mailbox
First week in June
Commitment card returned in church
Sunday, June 10

Breakdown of Projects and
Estimated Costs
Worship Technology, Phase 1
Technology Station and Installation
Sound Board & Accessories
Projectors, Accessories, & Installation

$6,000
$4,000
$15,000

Chapel Renovation, Phase 1 (engineer estimates)
Sealing, Cleaning, Frame Repair, Insulation
$20,500
Exterior Steeple Repair
$52,500
First Impressions
Exterior Signage at Woodbury
Exterior Signage at Cottage Grove
Commons Updates at Woodbury
Landscaping at Woodbury

$14,250
$5,600
$13,250
$12,000

LED Lighting
Woodbury Material and Installation
Cottage Grove Material and Installation

$40,000
$8,000

PASTOR KELLY
IS COMMISSIONED
This year’s Minnesota Annual Conference recently held in
St. Cloud was especially significant. Pastor Kelly Lamon was
commissioned as a provisional elder in the United
Methodist Church, the next-to-last-step in the ordination
process. Next step: to become a full elder.
Although Kelly first felt God calling her to ministry when
she was a teenager, she explored a number of majors
including pre-dentistry, public health administration, and
sociology. She completed her masters’ degree in School
Psychology and an education specialist degree in
Counseling and Psychological Services in 1999. She has
worked in several public schools in Wisconsin, including
teaching in the School Counseling, School Psychology, and
Special Education Department at the University of
Wisconsin—Stout, her alma mater.
In 2011, acting on her call to ministry, Kelly entered United
Theological Seminary and decided to start the ordination
track to become a full elder in the United Methodist
Church. She became a Local Licensed Pastor and finished
seminary in 2014. Before coming to The Grove, Kelly was
appointed to New Richmond UMC.

According to Kelly, a call to a particular vocation (in her
case, pastoral ministry) is a phenomenon God initiates and
nurtures, and the person feels life. But Kelly believes that
calling is not felt only by pastors. God works in every
person’s life to initiate and nurture a life passion. For
pastors, their call happens to be affirmed by a church
community through the process of ordination. In
ordination, the Christian community (in this case, the
denomination) comes around the pastor to say, “Yes, we
see this call in you too.”
Kelly believes that coming to The Grove has been a gift.
“This church community has always been affirming of me,”
she says. “It has allowed me to be who I am and grow.
Because of the trust, love and support I have experienced
from the congregation, I feel confident about the decision
to move forward in the ordination process.”
WHAT IS AN ELDER?
Elders order the Church for its mission and lead the
Church in service to God. Elders’ primary responsibilities
include Word (preaching), Sacrament (baptism/
communion), and Order (administration).
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WHAT IS A DEACON?
Deacons lead the Church in service to both
the church and the world. Deacons’ primary
responsibilities include Word (teaching),
Justice, Service, and Compassion. Deacons
often serve both in churches and in a second
setting like hospitals, non-profits, education
settings, mental health agencies.
The track to full ordination is a multi-year
process of learning and growth. The steps
conclude as the Board and church community
formally celebrate and acknowledge the
individual’s call to ministry as a full elder or
full deacon.
1. Candidate declares candidacy to a District
Superintendent and the sending church.
The sending church votes to allow the
person to move forward. The candidate
starts seminary or a course of theological
study.
2. After mentorship, classes, paper-writing,
and interviews, a District Committee on
Ordination certifies the candidate.
3. Once the candidate is certified and has
completed a certain number of
educational requirements, pastors can be
licensed for local ministry and start
serving a church. Kelly became licensed

as a pastor in 2014.
4. After at least one year of further
mentoring, the District Committee on
Ordination recommends the candidate
appear before a Conference Board of
Ordained Ministry.
5. After paper-writing, a psychological
evaluation, references, and a series of
interviews, the Board of Ordained
Ministry recommends the candidate for
commissioning as Provisional Elder or
Provisional Deacon. This is what

happened to Kelly at Annual Conference
in May.
6. After two successful years in provisional
membership and another series of
interviews and paper-writing, the Board of
Ordained Ministry recommends the
candidate for ordination as a Full Elder
or Full Deacon.

SUMMER SKOOLIE IS COMING!!!
Royal Oaks
Elementary
Mondays — 5 to 7 pm
June 25
July 16 & 30
August 13

Armstrong
Elementary
Thursdays — 4 to 6 pm
June 28
July 19
August 2 & 16
Skoolie is a repurposed, brightly painted school bus used by
South Washington County Community Education as a mobile classroom.
Skoolie is coming this summer to schools adjacent to both
Woodbury and Cottage Grove church campuses.
The Grove UMC will provide the yard games and food and
the entire neighborhood is invited to participate in
yard games, crafts, food and fellowship.

PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO:
Help prepare, set up and serve the food
Set up and play yard games, and clean-up
This great volunteer opportunity is for the whole family
to be in fellowship with our neighbors!
SIGN UP in the Woodbury Commons or online at http://ttsu.me/skoolie
QUESTIONS? Delores Hedrick, deloreshedrick@comcast.net

Fun activities & Fellowship!
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Carey Erkel at cerkel@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-0305, ext. 19

EcoKids Camp
Tuesday-Thursday, June 12-14
Completed 2nd through 5th grade
8:30 am-4:30 pm
Come for three days packed with fun! We’ll brainstorm how to reduce,
reuse and recycle all kinds of things. We’ll take two walking field trips and
one bus/light rail trip to the Saints stadium. Cost $65; scholarships available.
Register online at TheGroveMN.church.
Email cerkel@beingthehope.org with any questions.

Summer Creation Station
Grasshopper
in The Grove
Tuesdays—June 19, 26, July 10, 17
10 am outdoors in the Grove
This is a perfect activity for a summer day with
puppets, stories, songs, games and snacks. Come
anytime and stay as long as you’d like to play on our
preschool-sized playground or enjoy other outdoor
fun. Everyone is invited—bring your friends and
neighbors! No registration and no fee.

During the summer months, children ages 3
through 5th grade can pick up an activity bag on
their way into worship. Each week there will be
coloring and game sheets, a craft, crayons and a
pencil. Children stay in worship and participate as
much as possible. The 10:30 worship service will
be outside each Sunday and special games and
activities will be out in the Grove.
Nursery care for infants through 2-year-olds will
continue to be provided during both worship
services. Julia Clark, a member of our
congregation will be providing the care.

ROLLING RIVER RAMPAGE
Registration is still open!
July 30-August 3, 9-11:30 am
Ages 3 through completed 4th grade
This great Vacation Bible School will be fun for everyone!
Go to www.TheGroveMN.church to register.
The cost is $40 per child; scholarships are available.
Contact Carey Erkel at cerkel@beingthehope.org.
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Amy Fuller at afuller@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-2010

Be a prayer partner or donate tools for the
Mountain TOP Mission Trip
Every July, the upcoming confirmation class and other folk travel to the Appalachian Mountains to work with
Mountain TOP, a service project ministry supported by the Tennesee Annual Conference. TOP stands for
Tennessee Outreach Project. This year’s trip is July 13 through July 22, and over 30 people will attend.
Participants work with local families doing minor home repair such as light construction, roof and porch repair,
painting, and yard work. Mountain TOP promotes meeting families’ social, physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs, and emphasizes that all needs are equally important. On June 10, the participants will received a special
blessing during worship.

What can the congregation do?
The team will need donated supplies, a few tools, and prayer! Look for a sign up to donate these materials for
the tool bins, or to be a prayer partner for any missionaries. The sign-up lists will be available after June 1.
Please contact Amy Fuller with any questions at afuller@beingthehope.org.
Anyone is welcome to send campers packages or mail. Be sure to mail these items by Monday, July 16.

CAMPER’S NAME
Cumberland Pines
480 Old Hwy 56
Coalmont, TN 37313
Students
Annika Bayer
Faith Christensen
Brett Fawkes
Max Kobussen
Ben Ragan
Alexis Schlueter
Camryn Severson
Colin Wohlers

Colin Bayer
Carissa Dagon
Lisa Greyling
Ryan Muzzy
Colin Reese
Lorelei Schlueter
Maddy Shaback
Lucy Woodley

Logan Blauwkamp
Abby Doyle
Mikayla Hegrenes
Emily Okonek
Morgan Reese
Ryan Schuenke
Garrett Strain

Matt Douglas
Angela Okonek
Alyssa Yourczek

Amy Fuller
Heidi Shaback
Jordyn Yourczek

Adults
Scott Blauwkamp
Greg Kobussen
Anna Strain
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2018 NIPPOLDT FAMILY EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The Nippoldt Family Education Scholarship was established in 2010 to support
students in their college, technical or graduate studies, and was part of a generous
endowment gift from Alice, Frances and Victor Nippoldt.
This year, the five recipients will each receive a $2,880 scholarship for their studies for the 2018-2019 term.

Ryan Christensen
I’ll be attending Drake University next year. I’m going into the pre-pharmacy program
and hope to earn a doctorate. My goal is to work in a hospital or clinic. As for right
now I like playing sports and working out. In school I enjoy my science classes and
going to school events such as dances and sporting events.

Patrick Honcoop
In the fall, I will be attending Northwestern Technical College. I am going into
automotive service, which has been a passion of mine for quite a while.

Adam Hrastich
I will attend UW Stout as a sophomore during the fall of 2018. The field I am
studying is engineering technologies with a focus on mechanical and plastics. I will be
designing, innovating, and creating ideas to help improve our future. What I enjoy
about life is hanging out with friends and traveling. I do love to participate in mission
trips and meeting new people as well.

Emily Hrastich
I am a junior at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, majoring in human
resources with a minor in finance and certificates in international business and
leadership. This summer I will be staying in Eau Claire to begin my internship to
improve management and sales skills. I was able to study abroad in England during
the spring semester of 2017, and ever since I have had the travel bug. I enjoy
traveling and helping others around the world. While I am at home, I love to
spend time outside and playing sports with my friends and family.

Sophia Rondeau
I will be attending the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities this coming fall. I will be
studying within the Carlson School of Management and earning a minor in Spanish. I enjoy
being outdoors in my hammock, spending time with friends, and waking up to watch the
sunrise. I am looking forward to a future of serving others within both my career and my
personal endeavors.
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STOCK
DONATIONS
Brothers and Sisters and those of you
wonderful folks who bless your church by
donating stock, the process has changed.
Give your broker or the firm where
your stock account is held this phone
number 1-888-903-9863 and the website to
the Wisconsin United Methodist
Foundation, Inc.
The phone call and the website will provide
directions on how to donate stock or
mutual fund shares. I am sure you are
thinking WHY? The Minnesota
Conference has contracted with the
Wisconsin Conference to provide
investment management services, including
processing stock donations. As a result, you
can donate stock or mutual fund shares to
the Grove United Methodist Church
without being charged a service charge.
On a side note, if you donate appreciated
stock or shares rather than selling them and
giving the church the funds, you save capital
gains taxes. Additionally, you can give some
or all of your Required Minimum
Distribution to the church tax-free as well.

If you would like to donate to the Church
Endowment Fund by this process it would
be greatly appreciated and provide a benefit
to future generations of children, youth,
and college students.
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The Grove United Methodist Church
(The Grove) has a
well-established endowment fund.
Hope for the Future.

The fund is designated to help you and your
family establish a legacy gift
where a portion of your gift (up to 3%)
is distributed annually to the ministry
cause of your choice.

Plan A Gift to Your Church
Including your church doesn’t mean forsaking
your children. You can provide for both. Simply
state in your will or estate the following:
I give The Grove United Methodist Church
Hope for the Future Endowment Fund a
specific dollar amount or a percentage of
my estate, to be used by the church for the
designated need(s) of my choice: general
purpose, scholarships, missions, capital
needs, and/or worship and music.
(Suggested language for will.)
Your planned gift will make a much greater
impact than you can imagine. It may also
provide you with significant tax advantages.
For more information please contact
Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at
651-738-0305, ext. 13 or at
dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org

Social Justice Series
SOCIAL JUSTICE SERIES
Social Principles: The Economic Community
The Book of Discipline contains the law and doctrine of the United Methodist Church. One section of this
book is called The Social Principles and addresses complex social issues in the global community. These
principles are the product of over one hundred years of legislative decisions made by lay and clergy members
of the church. Within the Social Principles a section on the Economic Community which addresses the
following issues:
Property
Consumption
Gambling
Finance
Public Indebtedness

Collective Bargaining
Poverty
Family Farms
Trade and Investment

Work and Leisure
Foreign Worker
Corporate Responsibility
Graft and Corruption

To look further at just one of these topics: The section on poverty states that in spite of general affluence in the
industrialized nations, the majority of persons in the world live in poverty. In order to provide basic needs such
as food, clothing, shelter, education, health care and other necessities, ways must be found to share the resources
of the world. Currently, exploitative economic practices impoverish many and make poverty self- perpetuating.
Natural disasters, conflicts and war add to the challenges.
As a church, we are called upon to support the poor and challenge the rich. We need to support quality
education, decent housing, job training, meaningful employment opportunities, adequate wages and healthcare
for all. This may mean changing laws, supporting asset-building programs, making radical revisions to welfare
programs, and working for peace in conflict areas. We recognize that poverty most often has systemic causes,
and therefore, we do not hold poor people morally responsible for their economic state.
The Grove United Methodist Church has many ministries which deal with poverty: Wesley Meals, food shelf
support, Feed My Starving Children, Hope for the Journey Home, the Giving Rack, etc. And while these are
wonderful ministries, the church also needs to support lasting changes to the system. As a member of the Joint
Religious Legislative Coalition, The Grove participated in the 2018 Day on the Hill when church members
talked directly with legislators in support of many bills and bill provisions before the MN legislature. This year
these included a bill on affordable housing, another on childcare access for homeless families as well as many
provisions in the tax policy bill.

For more information on the Social Principles related to the Economic Community
go to http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/economic-community
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Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse
parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org

Parish Nurse News

Caring Friends News

CARING MINISTRIES and
HELPING HANDS AND HEARTS
Over the summer these ministries are available if you
need help. Contact information in the Caring
Ministries brochure at church.

A DRUM CIRCLE - Fridays
June 15 pm and July 20, 6:30 –8:30pm
WB Youth Rm., (3rd Friday)
For individuals and families living with Autism/
Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or social
challenges who likes music, rhythm and dance.
Questions? Contact Dick Hansen at
cdhansen@comcast.net or at 651-459-7802.

HEALTH TEAM
Thanks to everyone who showed interest about being
part of a Health Team. You will be notified when a
fall meeting is scheduled.
NEW PROGRAM in the works
It will be a fun, stimulating program for members of
our church who are experiencing health issues that
limit their social abilities. It would start as a two-hour
monthly program. FIRST STEP: We need two
volunteers for the start-up committee. Contact Jane by
email or see her at church if you are interested.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, June 19 & July 17, 10 am (3rd Tues.)
WB Heritage Room
Join us if you have lost a loved one (spouse, parent,
sibling, child), or you are a caregiver and would like to
share your story or receive support from others facing
similar life changes.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS
• Woodbury Campus - 1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month in the Heritage Room.
• Cottage Grove Campus - 2nd Sunday of the month
after the service.
KETTLEBELL EXERCISE CLASS
Wednesdays, Restarts in September
This class is for those who want a higher level class of
aerobic and strength building. Kettlebell exercise
develops flexibility, coordination and endurance.
Come and meet John Schultz, a certified Kettlebell
instructor (KBC) $5/class. Questions? Contact Jane.
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BOOKSHELF: Caring Friends can find books
helpful to them on the Caring Friend bookshelf in
the Woodbury Heritage Room. Sign your name and
take a book.
THE CARING FRIENDS MINISTRY provides
a trained lay person who will listen when times are
challenging. They walk with you on a short or
long-term journey depending on your needs.
They offer confidential listening, support and
encouragement in person or by phone. If you or
someone you know could benefit from having a
Caring Friend, contact Jane Beckstrom or one of the
Caring Friends’ leaders below:
• Rick Osborn
sandyrick44@gmail.com, 452-346-0823
• Steve Hedrick
shedrick8203@comcast.net, 651-748-8203
GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES
Do you know of anyone in our congregation who
would benefit from a support group for women who
are challenged with overwhelming issues or duties in
the grandmother role? If you or someone you know
can benefit from joining this caring group, contact
Jane Beckstrom at parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org,
Carey Erkel at cerkel@BeingTheHope.org, or
Pastor Dan at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org.
MVNA FLU SHOTS
Sunday, September 16, 10 am-Noon, Heritage Rm.
This year flu mist is back. Vaccinations are only
offered once a year. Don’t forget to bring your
insurance card.

CUB SCOUT PACK 56 LEADERSHIP
At the recent Great Rivers District Award Dinner in April, Dan Chlan, the pack’s committee chairperson,
received the Distinguished Unit Scouter Award. Dan is in the middle. Each year our sponsored pack along with
other packs and troops may designate one leader for this award.

Dan is bracketed on the left with Dr. Mike Westphal who is the District Commissioner for the Great Rivers
District and Dick Hansen our Chartered Organization Representative for our church. On the far right is our
pack’s Cubmaster Kyle Falconbury and next to him is Chris Lutz our Assistant Cubmaster. Dan now joins Mike,
Dick, and Chris for having receiving this special recognition.
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts have been in the news quite a bit lately especially with the start of adding girls to the
Cub Scout program. Some packs have already started doing this as of March 1, 2018. Pack 56 has received our
church’s approval to start adding girls as of August 1, 2018. It’s nice to see that we already have experienced and
recognized leadership to help lead the way with this significant change. Our pack is now looking to add women
in leadership roles to help accommodate this exciting change to the Cub Scout program.
Questions about scouting may be directed to Dick Hansen, Chartered Organization Representative for
WPGUMC, at cdhansen@comcast.net.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP AT COTTAGE GROVE
The 9:30 am Sunday morning service at the Cottage Grove Campus provides lay-led services
which are creative and heart-felt. Services are designed and delivered by members of The Grove
community in a format that allows both the presenters and congregation to explore
their spiritual life more fully by being the BODY of Christ in a very real way.

SUNDAY MORNING JUNE & JULY
June 3 – Communion and Pot Luck – Dick Hansen
June 10 – Tim Freidel (The Grove Summer Intern)
June 17– Mission Moments – Cheryl Glazebrook and
Muriel Richardson
June 24 – Jordyn Yourczeck (The Grove Summer Intern)
July 1 – Communion and Pot Luck – Open
July 8 – Open
July 15 – Tim Freidel
July 22 – Open
LEAD SUNDAY WORSHIP
Volunteer to provide a message or lead a service on any
Sunday morning. Contact Dawn Nippoldt at
651-271-1795 or at nippoldts@usfamily.net.
CREATION STATION
Anita Dick provide this fun learning time for pre‐school
and elementary school students.
CRAFT FELLOWSHIP GROUP
Monday, June 25 & July 23, 12-2 pm (4nd Monday)
A fun way to get together and work on your craft project
or venture into a new one. Questions? Contact Royann
Kjellberg at royannek@comcast.net or at 651-459-1493 .
LUNCH AT PERKINS in Cottage Grove
Wednesday, June 13 & July 10, 11:30 am (2nd Wed.)
Stop by for lunch and good fellowship. Questions?
Contact Muriel, murielr@usfamily.net, 651-459-2805.
CHOIR PRACTICE
Restarts in the Fall
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Join anytime! Contact Lea Anna McGowan at
leaandpete@msn.com.
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SCRIPTURE READING & SOUP
Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Come for a tasty soup lunch and great
conversation! Read through the Bible and
develop spiritually as we delve into each
passage to find out about God’s nature, what it
means to be human, the relationship between
God and humans, and our relationship with
and responsibility to others.
VOLUNTEER READERS NEEDED FOR
ARMSTRONG STUDENTS
Volunteers have the opportunity to spend time
at Armstrong Elementary School working in
K-2 grades. (There is a need for a volunteer to
work with kindergartners.) The commitment is
usually one hour per week and the schedule is
very flexible. Contact Paula Christensen at
christensenpaula@live.com.
COFFEE SALES
Restarts in the Fall
Fair trade coffee, K-cups, and chocolate! In
purchasing and using fair trade products, we
are giving support to UMCOR’s Sustainable
Agriculture and Development Program.
Watch for Muriel Richardson on Sundays.

FAITH IN ACTION + FRIENDS
3 Great Summer Activities - All Welcome!
1) JUNE BIRTHDAYS AT EMMA NORTON
June DTBD, Woodbury Carpool, 5:30 pm
Hosting a June’s birthday for the residents.
2) BOOK ON A BOAT
Wed., July 18, Woodbury Carpool, 5:30 pm
Read Boat Is Boy’s Life by Robert R.
McCammon and come and discuss the book
while dining and cruising down the St. Croix river.
Sign up at the Woodbury Commons Connection
Board or email Jean. Reserve and pay by July 1.
3) ST. PAUL WALKING TOUR & LUNCH
Sat., August 18, Woodbury Carpool, 9:15 am
Guided by the MN Historical Society, walk as you
learn the history of West 7th Street, St Paul’s
original neighborhood. Tour tickets cost $13,
followed by lunch in a neighborhood café.
Reserve and pay by July 8.

FAITHBUILDERS - Book Study for Women
Restarts in September
This group discusses books focused on topics of
faith, society, and justice. Participants expand their
thinking and their spirituality. Contact Jan Slagter at
jslagter1949@gmail.com or 651-739-7719.
THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
Restarts in September
Join a group of guys who like to laugh and have a
good time. Through reading and video, participants
explore who they are and how God is impacting
their lives. Contact Lee Slagter at
slagter1950@gmail.com

QUESTIONS OR TO REGISTER: Contact Jean Roemer
at jean.roemer@comcast.net.

SUNDAY DISCIPLE CLASS
Restarts in September
This class dives deep in Scripture, history, and
theology. Contact Roger Nelson at
rmnelson3@yahoo.com.

WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
2nd & 4th Wednesday, Ongoing, Rm. 205
Engage in spirited conversation about the Bible,
faith, and everyday life. Contact Dick Larkin at
rlaconsult@aol.com or 651-735-5894.

PRISCILLA’S CIRCLE
Restarts in September
All women are welcome to join. Questions? Contact
Ruth Anne Bothe at 651-459-0886.

The Following Groups
Restart in the Fall.
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Weds, Restarts in September
This study will grow and nurture your spirituality by
blending the study of Scripture and books about
Christian faith. Contact Pastor Dan at
dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org.
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READERS BOOK CLUB
Monday, October 8, 7-8:30 pm, Heritage Rm.
on Monday, October 8th from 7:00 - 8:30 in
the Heritage Room. We will discuss Silent
Spring by Rachel Carson. In November we will read
The Jane Austen Book Club by Karen Fowler. I will
get the book club kit at the library and have them for
us at the October meeting. In October we will also
make a list of the books we want to read for the rest
of the months and randomly pick them each month.
Questions? Contact Darlene Wetterstrom at
darwetterstrom@comcast.net.

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church!
CONNECT & GROW MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Sunday, August 5, 3:30-5 pm
Heritage Rm. - Childcare provided
Learn about our congregation, its ministries, its
values, and the meaning of membership. Find
opportunities to grow through study, service, and
fellowship. If you plan to attend please contact
Pastor Dan at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org or
at 651-738-0305, ext. 13

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS
Priscilla Circle and Faith in Action (UMW) would
like to thank you for donating and working for the
Rummage and Bake Sale. This event could not
happen without you! The Rummage Sale made
$1,058, and the Bake Sale made $330.46 for a total
of $1,388.46. These earnings support our gifts to
local, state and national missions. Last year, after
giving to our basic missions, we had funds available
to give Emma Norton Services (a UMW national
mission) an additional $1,000 and our local church
Steeple Fund $1,100 to help with extensive
repairs. If our Fall Rummage/Bake Sales are as
successful, we hope to be able to make special
donations like these this year…. from Connie

PRIDE FESTIVAL PARADE
Sunday, June 23, parade starts at 11 am
The Grove Pride Team invites you to join them at
the PRIDE Festival Parade on June 23. Prior to
the beginning of the parade, there is a United
Methodist service outdoors, which typically
includes communion. Carpool will be available.
The team looks forward to having you represent
our great congregation along with them.
Questions, interest to attend, or to join the team,
contact Jill Easton at 651-336-7215, or at
jilleaston55@comcast.net.
THE GIVING RACK (Formerly God’s Closet)
In addition to in-season clothing and brown paper
grocery bags with handles, The Giving Rack is now
accepting gently used sheets, towels and
blankets. Donations may be left at the Woodbury
campus in the Giving Rack closet in the Plaza or at
the Cottage Grove campus. They may also be
taken directly to The Beloved Church, 1965
Sherwood Ave., St. Paul, between 2 and 6 pm on
Mondays and Tuesdays. Please contact Pat
Marzolf with questions at patmarzolf@aol.com.

Halfpenny, UMW Treasurer
RECOGNITION AWARD
In March , Lee Slagter and Betty and Wayne
Schilling received the Special Mission Recognition
Award in recognition of their many contributions to
mission. Next year, we will acknowledge three more
deserving members of our church.
…. From Connie Halfpenny, UMW Treasurer
WESLEY MEALS - BARS & VOLUNTEERS
Saturday, August 11 Wesley UMC
8:30 am Woodbury Carpool
1. Donate pans of bars or cookies.
2. Volunteer to prepare and serve a meal to
homeless people at Wesley in downtown Mpls.
Sign up at the Woodbury Connection and
Engagement board or contact Delores Hedrick at
deloreshedrick@comcast.net. Bring bars to the
kitchen on Friday or on Saturday morning before
8:30 am as the volunteers gather to carpool.
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A Note from the family of RUFUS BROWN
Our family would like to thank everyone for
the wonderful support we received during a
very difficult time for all of us. Thanks for
sharing all of the
precious and
meaningful moments
many of you had
with Rufus. Rufus
had a very blessed
life. He loved his
Lord, family, church,
and was a great
friend to many young
and old. We all will
miss him…

from Jean, Dan, Heidi, Hannah, Wesley,
Meghan, Dave and Erica.

“If nothing ever changed, there would be no butterflies”.
Just like caterpillars to butterflies, we get to witness the wonderful
changes with our students here at Woodbury Preschool at The Grove
each and every day! It’s hard to say goodbye at the end of each
school year. Our children and families are a blessing!
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Woodbury Preschool...cont’d
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Old Turtle: Questions of the Heart

The Great Alone

The Whole Town is Talking

by Douglas Wood

by Kristin Hannah

by Fannie Flagg

This is the third Old Turtle book
that Douglas Wood has written. It
includes some great thoughts
included. It is for all ages of readers
and can inspire, comfort and most
of all, give hope. To find Old
Turtle, follow the Old Woman as
well as the whispers of your own
heart! One question asked was,
"Why are we here?" The answer was
simple, "No one lives alone, we all
live for one another and thus we
find our purpose. There are some
beautiful explanations to the
question, "What is a family?" Also
included is a wonderful section on
questions about death. Think about
this and consider each day this
question, "Who are you and how
will you live this day?" I hope many
of you share reading this as a family.

The Albright family moves to
Alaska after the father, a former
POW, decides a big change is
necessary to help him and his
family move along. During the
summer’s long days, the
Albrights do well, but when
winter darkness descends on
Alaska, the family begins to
fracture. As they are trapped in
their small cabin surrounded by
snow, they find themselves
alone. This book deals with the
resilience of the modern
American pioneer, as well as the
beauty and dangers in the
Alaskan frontier. Review by

A fun-loving, moving novel
about what it means to be truly
alive. Lordor and his Swedish
mail-order bride, Katrina, find
a wonderful place to live and a
place to rest in the Meadows
cemetery when the Time
comes. Something strange
happens in this peaceful place,
and the whole town is talking.
Fannie Flagg tells a delightful
story that all will enjoy reading.

Review by Bonnie Rohde

Bonnie Rohde

Reviewed by Jackie Easton

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY is on Steepleview
Road in the Woodbury Grove, near the pre-school
playground. Please feel free to walk up to this little
library to find a book that interests you or to leave a
book that you've enjoyed and now want to pass on to
the next person.
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Cottage Grove Campus
8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Campus Phone: 651-769-1303
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305

Woodbury Campus
7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305
Email: office@BeingTheHope.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:30 am

Office Hours: Monday to Friday (8am-3:30pm)
Office Summer Hours: July-August
Mon-Thu (8am-3pm), Fri (8 am-12 pm)
Sunday Worship Schedule

Information You Want to Know about WPGUMC
The Woodbury church office is
open from 8 am to 3 pm, Monday to
Friday. The phone will be answered
during those hours. When the
phone is not answered, leave a
private message for any members of
the staff. Directions are given on the
phone system.
CHURCH LEADERSHIP
The responsibility for the day-to-day
administrative tasks of the church
has been invested in the Core Team.
The team functions as the primary
lay-clergy partnership to provide
guidance and direction to ministries.
CORE TEAM MEMBERS
Betsy Stites – Chair
Jill Easton – Secretary
Open – Financial Manager
Jennifer Edney
Sadie-jo Kobussen
Pastor Kelly Lamon
Charlie Maier
Rick Osborn
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom
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CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
Pastor Kelly Lamon, Associate Pastor — klamon@BeingTheHope.org
Carey Erkel, Minister to Families w/Children — cerkel@BeingTheHope.org
Amy Fuller, Minister to Families w/Students — afuller@BeingTheHope.org
Katie Matson-Daley, Volunteer & Ministry Coordinator—
kmatsondaley@BeingTheHope.org
Julie Johnson, Woodbury Preschool at The Grove —
wpps@BeingTheHope.org
Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse — parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org
Katherine Wrucke, Data Base & E-Ministry — kwrucke@BeingTheHope.org
OPEN, Finance Manager — finance@BeingTheHope.org
Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — jtousignant@BeingTheHope.org
Maria Rella, Office Manager & Building Scheduler —
mrella@BeingTheHope.org
MUSIC MINISTRY
Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com
LaGretta Lunde, Woodbury Choral Music Director —
laglunde@gmail.com
Kathy Alden, Woodbury Organist & Pianist — lifeisgute@comcast.net
Jan Rasmussen, Steeple Bells — unicornbelle58@hotmail.com
Patrick Smith, Audio Technician — salsabass@yahoo.com
Lea Anna McGowan, Cottage Grove Choral Music — leaandpete@msn.com
Jean Hendrickson, Cottage Grove Pianist — doyourtheory@gmail.com
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7465 Steepleview Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Campus
Improvement
Campaign

Don’t forget to please
return commitment card in church
Sunday, June 10
Details of our Campus Improvement Campaign
is on page 4 of this publication.
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