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lessons on connecting and caring
January 7

The Networked World in Which We Live
Acts 2: 1-13

January 14

Finding Friends: People You May Know
Celebrating the First Connections
Acts 5: 12-16

January 21

Sharing Your Gifts: Your Likes
Celebrating LAUNCH Ministry
Acts 18: 24-28

January 28

Messenger: New Name and Logo Launch
Celebrating a New Name and Logo: The Grove
Acts 13: 26-38

February 4

How To Be A Christian Online
Celebrating the Launch of New Social Media
Acts 14: 1-7

February 11

Asking & Providing Care: Like, Love, Sad, Wow
Celebrating Caring Ministries & Caring Friends
Acts 4: 32-35

Facebook.com/
BeingTheHope

Student Ministry:
Facebook.com/
BeingtheHopeSM
Children’s Ministry:
Facebook.com/
BeingTheHopeCM

Woodbury Peaceful Grove United Methodist Church

CORE TEAM REPORT
July – December 2017
The second half of 2017 was extremely busy for the nine members of the Core Team. They provided
significant time, energy and effort to the Sharing the Joy Teams and supported the Stewardship Campaign.

ACTIONS AND OUTCOMES
Mission Focus
• Approved a new Welcome Statement
• Commissioned and trained nine Sharing the Joy Teams.
• Developed a specific target mission statement for use by church staff, leaders and Sharing the
Joy teams.
• Held two special Core Team meetings to determine the name change process and
communication. Developed two special publications to ensure effective communication with
the congregation.
• Conducted a successful Stewardship Campaign based on the theme Step In Step Up. The
congregation attained all goals! This means 122 households met the goal of stepping up their
giving, 57 households made new commitments (27 over the goal), with 116 new ministry
engagement sign ups, and a total of 262 households making commitments (2 over the goal)
Staff Focus
• Recruited and hired Jennifer Schutz as the new Finance Director with the resignation of
Deb Berglund.
• Approved a salary increase for cleaning services.
• Approved the pastors’ salary for 2018.
• Conducted evaluations for pastors Dan Wetterstrom and Kelly Lamon.
Facility Focus
• IT overhaul, including taking the failing server offline, contracting with a new IT consulting
company, replacing three dated staff computers, converting to Office 365 for file storage and
application, assessing our poor internet service, and converting to new database.
• Continued discussion of capital project priorities.
• Began initial discussion about future usage of the parsonage as it was vacated in September.
• Partnered with the Cemetery Board to repave the east driveway.
• Negotiated a new copier contract.
• Approved space rental and usage of one room, three days a week, for Kindred Family Focus.
Based on availability, this allows the church to expand ways to be a resource for
the community.
Finance
• Revised two finance policies. Moved to a modified cash bookkeeping system and created a
capitalization policy for fixed assets.
• Provided oversight for the budget on an ongoing basis.
• Developed a draft budget for 2018.
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Friend Request Events:
Opportunities to
Connect & Care
Student Ministries
Family Ski Weekend

Jan. 13-15

Join your church friends on a weekend Ski Trip to Giant's Ridge, and bring a
new friend too. Contact Amy Fuller <afuller@BeingTheHope.org> for details.

Mother and Daughter
Book Club

Jan. 21, 28,
Feb. 4, and 11
4-5:30pm

Using the book Grit and Grace, moms and daughters (grades 3rd-7th) will read,
craft, and converse together. This is a great event to invite your mom “bestie” or
daughter “bestie.” Contact Carey Erkel <cerkel@BeingTheHope.org> or see
page 8 for more details.

Behind the Screen
Social Media
Parent Seminar

Wed.
Jan. 24
6:30-8pm

Presented by Washington County Youth Service Bureau. Parents will learn about
popular social media platforms and how to help your kids use them safely. You’ll
also learn strategies for managing online time, how to respond to sexting and
cyberbullying, and how social media impacts development.
Contact Katie Matson-Daley <kmatsondaley@BeingTheHope.org> to register.

Families with
Sat.
Preschoolers! Bring at least one of your grownups to a playdate in the big room
Preschoolers Play Date
Jan. 27
(Fellowship Hall) at church. We’ll have the bikes, balls, blocks, and other toys
@ the Church
Drop-in, 9-11am out to play with. Kid friendly snacks (and coffee for grownups) will be served!
Name Launch and Logo
Potluck

Sun.
Jan. 28
11:30am -1pm

Student Freezing
Fun Night

Wed.
Jan. 31
6 - 8pm

First Connections
Groups

Thursday Grp:
Feb. 8-Mar 8
6:30-8:30pm
Sunday Grp:
Feb. 11-Mar 11
4-6pm

LAUNCH Seminar

Feb. 11
1-4pm

LAUNCH is a program designed to help each person fulfill their God-designed
purpose in the world. Participants spend time reflecting on their God Dream and
then work with a coach to bring that Dream to life. Contact Dan Wetterstrom at
<dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org> or see page 7 for more information.

Feb. 15
6-8pm

Are you looking to use social media to create a buzz around your ministry?
The Social Media Team invites anyone on a ministry team to a training by
Brad Aycock, MCCI consultant, to help your ministry succeed.
Contact Katie Matson-Daley <kmatsondaley@BeingTheHope.org> to register.

Social Media Buzz
Training
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The Name Transition Team is hosting a potluck the day we launch our new
name, The Grove. Come to hear reports from the Visual Identity and Social
Media Teams, tell stories about The Grove, and ask question about the roll out.
6th-12th grade students are invited to bring a friend to a night of FUN! Sign up
with a friend to do one of the following: Feed My Starving Children, a creative
arts project, or time at Conquer Ninja Warrior. Contact Amy Fuller
<afuller@BeingTheHope.org> or see page 9 for more details.
First Connections is a 5-week group for those looking to make some new
relational connections in the church. The First Connections Team is ready to
launch our first two groups! Contact Pastor Kelly <klamon@BeingTheHope.org>
to connect to a group.

Human Relations Day
On January 14, the United Methodist Church celebrates Human Relations Day, one of six Church-wide Special
Sundays. We celebrate Human Relations Day for three reasons: 1) We are called to acknowledge the overlooked
and ignored. 2) We are meant to be a voice for the voiceless. 3) We are all God’s children. The funds raised on
this day go towards the Community Developers Program, which supports racial-ethnic congregations and
communities engaged in social justice ministries, the United Methodist Voluntary Services Program, which helps
promote and provide relationships with local community organizations, and Youth Offender Rehabilitation
Program, which works with at-risk youth to prevent problems and helps convicted youth redirect their lives.
Being the Hope has given $1,500 to Special Sundays.

Reach, Renew, Rejoice

The Minnesota Annual Conference’s vision is all congregations live out God’s call to grow
in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. The Conference
has a seven-year plan for congregational development. The plan’s two components are,
first, starting new churches and, next, growing existing churches by equipping them to
increase vitality. Through this seven-year initiative, we will start one new church each year
where demographics and opportunity align, assist 20 existing churches in revitalizing
their ministries, and partner with a vital parent church to multiply its ministry beyond its
current state. Being the Hope has given $8,000 to this effort.

Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)
JRLC is the largest and most inclusive interfaith social justice interest group in Minnesota. Founded in 1971, JRLC
is guided by God's vision of the common good as reflected in Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions. In that
effort, JRLC mobilizes religious communities to influence public policy in Minnesota. JRLC has an extensive body
of public policy statements and influences Minnesota legislation in many policy arenas including welfare reform,
housing, health care, human rights, criminal justice, environmental stewardship, tax policy, ethics in government,
gambling, economic justice, bias crimes, firearms regulation, and other policy areas. About 48% of Minnesota's
population identify themselves as having a religious faith that is connected to JRLC. March 13, 2018, will be
JRLC’s Day on the Hill, an opportunity for you to get involved in the lawmaking process.
Being the Hope paid for our church’s membership in this organization.

God Is in Control

In January, a group of ten United Methodists will travel to the
Village of Aworowa, Ghana, to work with the Methodist Church,
four schools, an orphanage, a health clinic, and a regional hospital.
They will bring funds to provide over 350 children with school
uniforms, repaint the inside of the church parsonage, start a new
village business, and provide medications for the local clinic and
hospital. In the past, funds have paid to ship clothing, school
supplies, and medications as well as assisting the Methodist Church
Choir Director obtain a hip replacement. This group visits Ghana
every two years so if you are interested in learning more, mark your
calendars for January 2020.
Being the Hope has given $1,500 to this ministry.
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What does social justice mean to you? Of course, social justice issues come in
many forms. The Global Board on Church in Society website specifically
highlights climate justice, peace with justice, restorative justice, and children’s
justice just to name a few; this is merely the tip of the iceberg. To some,
working for social justice means participating in activities that serve others, such
as stocking food shelves, helping a homeless shelter, or being part of a mission
team bringing hope to a ravaged inner-city neighborhood.
While service activities are a vital part of our church’s social justice campaign,
we as United Methodists are called to go deeper. Just as our own discipleship
occurs both at a personal and communal level, our work in the world extends
beyond helping individuals.
The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern for social justice.
Wesley and the early Methodists expressed their opposition to societal ills such
as slavery, smuggling, prison conditions, alcohol abuse, and child labor.
We are called to transform the very conditions that create injustice and
inequality in the first place. “It is our conviction that the good news of the
Kingdom must judge, redeem, and reform the sinful social structures of our
time” (Book of Discipline 2012, p. 53). In other words, we are called to address
the causes, not only the symptoms. The United Methodist social principles put
it this way:
"….Ever since predecessor churches to United Methodism flourished in
the United States, we have been known as a denomination involved with
people's lives, with political and social struggles, having local to
international mission implications. Such involvement is an expression of
the personal change we experience in our baptism and conversion. The
United Methodist Church believes God's love for the world is an active
and engaged love, a love seeking justice and liberty. We cannot just be
observers. So we care enough about people's lives to risk interpreting
God's love, to take a stand, to call each of us into a response, no matter
how controversial or complex. The church helps us think and act out a
faith perspective, not just responding to all the other 'mind-makersup' that exist in our society."
Our Being the Hope campaign supports a wide tapestry of ministries working
to accomplish that goal. During the months of January to June 2018, the
Compassion and Justice committee will be sponsoring a series of articles in the
Insites which highlight a few of these ministries, with a focus on how they
address the causes of social injustice in our city, our state, our nation, and our
world. Stay tuned, and watch this space to find out more about the ministries we
support, as well as how you can make a difference. In Matthew 25:40 (NIV),
Christ tells us, “the King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
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For two years, WPGUMC has sent a team to Detroit for a week of mission work under the auspices of Motown
Mission. The week included garage demolition, boarding up homes for the North End Block Club, visiting the
Henry Ford complex, and a Tigers game at Comerica Park. The teams had such a great experience that we are
going to do it again in 2018!
A new team will have a chance to head back to Detroit for another week of service to the people of the Motor
City. If you think you might be interested in participating, mark your calendars for the week of July 28-August 4.
Anticipated cost for the trip is estimated at $350-400 depending on team size. This includes transportation, meals
and lodging during the work week at Metropolitan UMC in midtown Detroit.
This promises to be another memorable urban mission experience -- please consider being a part of it.
QUESTIONS? Contact Mark Pellerite (mpell810@gmail.com, 651-739-3337) or Rachel Hintzman
(rahintzm@gmail.com, 651-233-4295).
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An Invitation to LAUNCH MINISTRY
What feeds your soul?
What dream does God hold for you?
What is your heart string?
Have you felt like God is leading you but fear
or not knowing where to start has stopped you?
Is there something that you are always drawn
back to – you can’t escape from?
Have you met someone else and know that they are
doing exactly what God has designed them to do?
Since the day you were born, you have been on a spiritual journey. God has been with you all the way. We are not
only human beings; we are spiritual beings. Is now your time for the next step in your spiritual growth?

LAUNCH IS A PROGRAM designed to help each person fulfill their God-designed purpose in the world.
Participants spend time reflecting on their God Dream and then working with a coach to bring that Dream to life.

Tania attended a LAUNCH seminar in August 2017 at Messiah UMC.
Tania started a planned 40 days of prayer where she is committed to praying a specific prayer daily,
reading A Purpose Driven Life, and discerning God’s dream to be fulfilled through her. And that’s her hope
for all 2018 LAUNCH participants – that they come to LAUNCH with an open heart, and not just an
open mind, to fulfill God’s dream for them and through them. “I realized that it is not my dream. It’s
God’s dream to be fulfilled through me. I am just the instrument.” Tania embraced her fear and relied on
her faith practices to guide her. “Be open and don’t start listing barriers to accomplishing your dream.
Whether a particular dream materializes, the personal growth in faith during this journey will be
significant,” she said.

DISCOVERING THE REASON why we are on earth and how God has wired us up for ministry is one
of the greatest joys in life. The secret to joy is not accumulating everything so people will notice us. Rather, the
secret to life of joy is giving our lives to others because we are disciples of Jesus.
At The Grove we are all called to enter mission in some capacity. It’s not just for a few. God calls us all, equips us,
and sends us out to serve.

SO – WHO SHOULD COME TO A LAUNCH SEMINAR?
1. Those who are not yet connected into serving, but believe God has something in store for them that
will be world-changing.
2. Those who aren’t sure they are serving in all the ways (or the way) that would be most fulfilling and
best match for their gifts.
3. Newcomers who would like to help make a difference in the world.

AND WHEN CAN YOU DO THIS?

Sunday, February 11, 1 pm - 4 pm
Woodbury Fellowship Hall
To register contact: Robin Hakari 651-459-6293 or rjhakari@aol.com
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Carey Erkel at cerkel@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-0305, ext. 19

Mother/Daughter Book Club

January 21, 28, February 4, 11
Sundays 4-5:30 pm, Woodbury Campus
Join other girls and their moms
for a 4-week study of the
women of the Bible. We’ll use
the book Grit & Grace. This is a
great opportunity for girls and
adults to bring friends.
RSVP to Carey Erkel at
cerkel@beingthehope.org.
Books are available for $5.

Prayer Milestone

Saturday, January 20, 10-11 am
Woodbury Room 204
Second graders and older children are invited to come
to this special time to learn the Lord’s
Prayer and to discuss prayer FAQs.

Milestone Dates
Be sure to attend these important events in your
child’s faith journey!
Prayer Milestone—2nd grade
Saturday, January 20, 10 am
NEW DATE!
Baptism Milestone—3rd grade
Saturday, February10, 10 am
Communion Milestone—4th grade
Friday, March 2, 6:30 pm
Service Milestone—5th grade
Wednesday, April 11, 6:30 pm
Your whole family is welcome to attend. If your
child(ren) has missed a Milestone in previous
years, feel free to come to any of these events.

Lead Creation Station!
Sign up here:
www.ttsu.me/vvcsmb
Thank you!

Why do we pray?
• Does God hear my prayers?
• What should I say in a prayer?
•

Children and their families will be blessed in worship
on Sunday, January 21. Children will then lead the
congregation in the Lord’s Prayer.
Contact Carey at cerkel@beingthehope.org with
questions or to RSVP.

Follow Children’s Ministry!
facebook.com/BeingTheHopeCM
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Church families
helped host
the Tubman
Holiday Party
in December
and had some
one-on-one time
with Santa!

Amy Fuller at afuller@BeingTheHope.org or 651-738-2010

FREEZING FUN NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
Invite a friend! 6th-12th grade
Tired of snow? Do you have the winter blues?
Love your church, but don’t know how to invite your friends?
Freezing Fun Night is a great way to break out of your routine,
and bring your BFFs to meet your Churchie people!
6th-12th grade students are encouraged to invite friends, and pick your adventure for the evening.
Students will sign up at https://ttsu.me/freezingfun by Wednesday, January 24 to lock down a spot.

6th-9th grade regular participants pay $0.
Friends and 10th-12th grade will have some fees to participate.

PICK ONE OPTION FOR THE EVENING!
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Meet at Woodbury campus at 5:25 pm
Return at 8 pm

CONQUER NINJA WARRIOR
Meet at the Woodbury campus at 6:30 pm
Get picked up at 8:30 pm from Ninja Warrior
https://www.conquermn.com/about

RELEASE YOUR INNER ARTIST!
Meet at the Woodbury campus at 6 pm
Get picked up at 8 pm.

ARTISTS CAN CHOOSE:
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Work on a large mural
String art project to take home
Modge podge a mason jar! Superhero bank or other!

Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse
parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org

Parish Nurse News

Caring Friends News

GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES
Do you know of anyone in our congregation who
would benefit from a support group for women who
are challenged with overwhelming issues or duties in
the grandmother role?

A DRUM CIRCLE
Fridays, Jan. 5 , 7 pm & Jan. 19, 6:30 pm
WB Youth Rm., (1st & 3rd Friday)
For individuals and families living with Autism/
Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or social
challenges who likes music, rhythm and dance.
Questions? Contact Dick Hansen at
cdhansen@comcast.net or at 651-459-7802.

If you or someone you know can benefit from joining
this caring group, contact Jane Beckstrom at
parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org, Carey Erkel at
cerkel@BeingTheHope.org, or Pastor Dan
Wetterstrom at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, January 16, 10 am (3rd Tues.)
WB Heritage Room
Join us if you have lost a loved one (spouse, parent,
sibling, child), or you are a caregiver and would like to
share your story or receive support from others facing
similar life changes.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS
Come meet Melinda Key, RN, who will be working
with Jane on Sunday mornings taking blood pressure
checks. Jane will be on hand for consultations or
questions.
• Woodbury Campus - 1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month in the Heritage Room.
• Peaceful Grove Campus - 2nd Sunday of
the month after the service.
KETTLEBELL EXERCISE CLASS
Wednesdays, 5:30-6 pm, Rm. 204
This class is for those who want a higher level class of
aerobic and strength building. Kettlebell exercise also
develops flexibility, coordination and endurance.
Come and meet John Schultz, a certified Kettlebell
instructor (KBC) $5/class. Questions? Contact Jane.
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The Caring Friends ministry provides a trained
layperson who will listen when times are challenging.
They walk with you on a short-or long-term journey
depending on your needs. They offer confidential
listening, support and encouragement in person or by
phone. If you or someone you know could benefit
from having a Caring Friend, contact Jane Beckstrom
or one of the Caring Friends’ leaders below:
• Rick Osborn
sandyrick44@gmail.com, 452-346-0823
• Steve Hedrick
shedrick8203@comcast.net, 651-748-8203
BOOKSHELF: There are interesting books for
Caring Friends that explain topics you may find
helpful. Sign your name and take a book. The
bookshelf is located at Helping Hands and Hearts
bulletin board, across from the WB Heritage room.
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
There is a place in the church database for emergency
contact information. This information will be used if
we are unable to reach you in an emergency. Send
info to Jane Beckstrom or contact the office.

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT PEACEFUL GROVE
The 9:30 am Sunday morning service at the Peaceful Grove Campus provides lay-led services
which are creative and heart-felt. Services are designed and delivered by members of the
WPGUMC community in a format that allows both the presenters and congregation to explore
their spiritual life more fully by being the BODY of Christ in a very real way.
LEAD SUNDAY WORSHIP
Volunteer to provide a message or lead a service on any
Sunday morning. Contact Dawn Nippoldt at 651271-1795 or at nippoldts@usfamily.net.
SUNDAY MORNINGS IN JANUARY
7 – OPEN
14 – Dick Hansen
21 – Mission Moments
Cheryl Glazebrook/Muriel Richardson
28 – OPEN
CREATION STATION
Toni Lambert and Anita Dick provide this fun learning
time for pre‐school and elementary school students.
Visitors are always welcome!!
CRAFT FELLOWSHIP GROUP
Friday, January 12, 2-4 pm (2nd Friday)
A fun way to get together and work on your craft
project or venture into a new one. Questions? Contact
Royann Kjellberg at 651-459-1493.
CHOIR PRACTICE
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Join anytime! Contact Lea Anna McGowan at
leaandpete@msn.com.
LUNCH AT PERKINS in Cottage Grove
Wednesday, January 10, 11:30 am (2nd Wed.)
Stop by for lunch and good fellowship. Questions?
Contact Muriel, murielr@usfamily.net, 651-459-2805.
COFFEE SALES
Fair trade coffee, K-cups, and chocolate! In purchasing
and using fair trade products, we are giving support to
UMCOR’s Sustainable Agriculture and Development
Program. Watch for Muriel Richardson on Sundays.

SCRIPTURE READING & SOUP
Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Come for a tasty soup lunch and great
conversation! Read through the Bible and develop
spiritually as we delve into each passage to find
out about God’s nature, what it means to be
human, the relationship between God and
humans, and our relationship with and
responsibility to others.
VOLUNTEER READERS NEEDED FOR
ARMSTRONG STUDENTS
Volunteers have the opportunity to spend time at
Armstrong Elementary School working in K‐2
Grades. (There is a need for a volunteer to work
with kindergartners.) The commitment is usually
one hour per week; the schedule is very flexible.
Contact Paula Christensen at
christensenpaula@live.com.
CHILI COOK-OFF — Save the Date!
Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 6 pm
Cost $6 (children 6 and under - FREE)
All can participate in this fellowship dinner event.
1. Meal includes chili,
salad, dessert
and beverage.
2. Enter the contest
and put your chili
to the test! Names
of first place
winners will be
added to the
coveted Wooden Spoon trophy and
become the keeper of the spoon until the
next contest.
3. Come eat and vote for your favorite chili.
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Woodbury Children’s Choir
Grades 1 - 5
10-10:30 am - Creation Station - Rm. 204
Children’s Choir is offered to all children in grades 1 through 5
on Sunday mornings from 10-10:30 am in Rm. 204, the Creation
Station Room. Our goal is to provide a convenient, accessible
time for children to participate in choir whether their families
come to church at 9 or 10:30 am worship service
We learn the music of our faith in a fun, motivating musical
environment. Your child will receive high quality vocal training
through the Kodaly approach to music education.

Woodbury Chancel Choir
Adults and Teens
Wednesday, 7-8:30 pm
Creation Station - Rm. 204
Join any Wednesday throughout the year from 7-8:30 pm in Rm. 204,
the Creation Station Room, as we enjoy the fun and fellowship of
singing an eclectic array of sacred music which serves the 9 am worship
service.
In addition, we will end our singing year by presenting John Rutter’s
“Gloria” on Sunday, May 20.

JOIN WOODBURY CAMPUS CHOIRS ANY TIME!
Contact LaGretta Lunde
Woodbury Choral Director
laglunde@gmail.com, 612-720-4446
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Woodbury Peaceful Grove United Methodist
Church (WPGUMC) has a
well-established endowment fund.
Hope for the Future.

The fund is designated to help you and your
family establish a legacy gift
where a portion of your gift (up to 3%)
is distributed annually to the ministry
cause of your choice.

Plan A Gift to Your Church
Including your church doesn’t mean forsaking
your children. You can provide for both. Simply
state in your will or estate the following:

I give Woodbury Peaceful Grove United
Methodist Church Hope for the Future
Endowment Fund a specific dollar amount
or a percentage of my estate, to be used by
the church for the designated need(s) of my
choice: general purpose, scholarships,
missions, capital needs, and/or worship
and music. (Suggested language for will.)
Your planned gift will make a much greater
impact than you can imagine. It may also
provide you with significant tax advantages.

For more information please contact
Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at
651-738-0305, ext. 13 or at
dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
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POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN HONOR OF A LOVED
ONE BY . . .
Bob Horn in honor of Anne Horn
Len & Glenda Koehnen in honor of our family
Miriam Lygre
Vicki Moskiewicz in honor of friends – old and new
Roger & Linda Nelson dedicated to the glory of Christ Jesus
Patchett Family in honor of Anne & Bob Horn
Molly Rydeen
POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED
ONE BY . . .
Bob Brown Family in memory of Marce Brown
Richard & Lynda Caughron in memory of Casey Christopher
Caughron
Bob & Char Coleman in memory of family and friends who
went before us
Lloyd & Ann Goerke in memory of Lloyd’s sister Fern Imus
George & Kathy Gossman in memory of Herschel &
Kathleen Freeman and Harold & Maxine Gossman
Steve & Kris Hallis in memory of Dorothy Hallis and Evie
Gades
Dick Hansen in memory of Chris Hansen
Pat Haskins in memory of Chuck Haskins
Ken & Priscilla Hoffmann in memory of loved ones
Carolyn & Don Jankowski in memory of Howard Ritter and
Ed & Gwen Jankowski
Caroline King and family in memory of Stanley King
Sara, Dave, Natalie & Aaron Koehnen in memory of Dad
and Grandpa Doug Nicholas
Ardys Larson in memory of Willard Larson
Bob McGrew & Carol Prettyman in memory of Betty
McGrew
Gladys Nicholas in memory Rev. Doug Nicholas
Rob & Margaret Noirjean in memory of our parents
Della Pribnow in memory of Richard Pribnow
Wayne & Betty Schilling in memory of our parents
Rana Severson in memory of Debra Sanford
Marie Shippee in memory of Duane C. Shippee
Jan & Howard Swanson, Karen Nippoldt and Bob Nippoldt
in memory of Harold & Olivet Nippoldt
Dawn Walker in memory of B J Walker
SHARING THE JOY – CYCLAMEN DONATIONS
Dick Hansen
Pat Haskins
Caroline King and family
Kumars
Meyer Family
Daniel and Linda Nelson
Gladys Nicholas
Wayne & Betty Schilling
Marie Shippee
Jan Slagter
Betsy Stites
Jeanne Wadd

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 9:30-11 am, Rm. 207
This study will grow and nurture your spirituality by
blending the study of Scripture and books about
Christian faith. Contact Pastor Dan at
dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org.
FAITHBUILDERS1 - Book Study for Women
Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am, Rm. 208
This group uses books focused on topics of faith,
society, and justice. First meeting in January will be on
the 10th. The book will be Braving the Wilderness by
Brene Brown. Participants expand their thinking and
their spirituality. Contact at Jan Slagter at
jslagter1949@gmail.com or 651-739-7719.
FAITHBUILDERS2 - Book Club
Tuesday, January 9 (monthly), 7-8 pm, Rm. 208
Read a book and make great conversation with new
friends. The books vary from the reflective to the
meditative to the classics to the humorous. Contact
Barb Birchem, birchice@outlook.com.
READERS BOOK CLUB
Monday, January 22, 7-8:30 pm, Heritage Rm.
All readers are invited to join in the lively discussion,
laughter, and fellowship. January book: Transfer of
Power by Vince Flynn. February book: Mr. and Mrs.
Doctor by Julie Iromuanya. Questions? Contact
Darlene at darwetterstrom@comcast.net.
THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
Thursdays, 7-8 am, Rm. 201
Join a group of guys who like to laugh and have a good
time. Through reading and video, participants explore
who they are and how God is impacting their lives.
Contact Lee Slagter at slagter1950@gmail.com
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SUNDAY DISCIPLE CLASS
Sundays, 10:30-11:30a, Rm. 207
This class dives deep in Scripture, history, and
theology. Contact Roger rmnelson3@yahoo.com.
PRISCILLA’S CIRCLE POTLUCK
Tuesday, February TBA
All women are welcome to join. Questions? Contact
Ruth Anne Bothe at 651-459-0886.
BRIDGE GROUP
Sunday, January 21, 1-4 pm (3rd Sun.), Plaza
All skill levels of bridge are welcomed. Contact Tom
Owens, tom@insurance-exec.com or 651-714-0100.
FAITH IN ACTION
Assist with The Gathering
Prepare a meal at the church. Serve at The
Gathering on January 23. Contact Jean.
Feed My Starving Children - Plan ahead
Sign Up to Serve in February 10,
Serve with FIA by signing up at the Connection
Board, Woodbury Commons.
QUESTIONS? Contact Jean Roemer at
jean.roemer@comcast.net.
WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP
2nd & 4th Wednesday, Rm. 205
Engage in spirited conversation about the Bible,
faith, and everyday life. Contact Dick Larkin at
rlaconsult@aol.com or 651-735-5894.

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church!
CONNECT & GROW MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Sunday, January 28, 3:30-5 pm
Heritage Rm. - Childcare provided!
Learn about our congregation, its ministries, its
values, and what it means to be a church member.
Find opportunities to grow through study, service,
and fellowship. If you plan to attend please contact
Pastor Dan at dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org or
at 651-738-0305, ext. 13

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Friday, February 9, 12-6 pm, Fellowship Hall
Come donate blood and give the gift of life or
volunteer to be a hostess.
1. To schedule an appointment call the Red Cross
at 651-291-4607. Walk-ins are welcome!
2. Volunteer to staff the sign up table or the snack
table (shifts 12-3 pm or 3-6 pm ). Contact Jan
Slagter at 651-739-7719, slagter1949@gmail.com.

WESLEY MEALS - BARS & VOLUNTEERS
Saturday, January 13, Wesley UMC
8:30 am Woodbury Carpool
1. Donate pans of bars or cookies.
2. Volunteer to prepare and serve a meal to
homeless people at Wesley.
Sign up at the Woodbury Connection and
Engagement board or contact Delores Hedrick at
deloreshedrick@comcast.net. Bring bars to the
kitchen on Friday or on Saturday morning before
8:30 am as the volunteers gather to carpool.

SPONSORING COFFEE TIME
Sunday morning Coffee Time sponsorships at the
Woodbury campus are a very welcoming gesture to
our visitors. Good news: our attendance is
increasing, and we need more coffee, coffee
supplies, and donuts. Sponsorship of a Sunday
morning coffee and donut time is $100. Thank you
for your support, and thank you for sharing with us
a special moment, occasion, or just the joy of
sharing a cup of coffee and a donut with others on
Sunday morning.

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Saturday, January 20, 9 am at Eagan
1. Sign up at the Woodbury Connection and
Engagement board to pack meals that feed
starving children all over the world.
2. Sign up online at www.fmsc.org. Click on
“register to volunteer”, then “join an existing
group”. Enter "Rachel" and "Hintzman" in the
first and last name boxes, then click on “join”
for the date you wish to volunteer.
Questions? Contact Rachel Hintzman at
rahintzm@gmail.com.
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MISSION FAIR - Save the Date!
Sunday, February 25,
10 am-12:30 pm, Woodbury Campus
Join us for food, games, service projects,
movies, photo booth, coloring, and
more. All celebrating the start of the
Being the Hope Mission Campaign. Learn
about the ministries we support, do a
little good, and eat well. Activities
available for all ages.

A m i ni s try of Woodbury P eac e ful Grove Uni te d Me thodi s t Chur c h

The children at WPPS experienced Christmas with traditions from home and far
away. Their faces expressed wonder when the Gingerbread men were gone from the
ovens. And their faces lit up with the glow of candles as they went on a Mexican
Posada. These are fun ways to learn and explore other cultures.
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2018-19

REGISTRATION
Register for
Preschool and
Parents’ Day Out
before January 15!
Woodbury Preschool and
Woodbury Parents’ Day Out,
the weekday programs of
WPGUMC, will be having open
registration for the 2018-19
school year on Martin Luther
King Day, Monday, January 15.
All the names received between
now and January 15 will go into
a lottery for open spaces in the
program. You will be notified of
placement shortly after the
registration date and will need to
confirm the spot with a $75
registration fee at that time. All
children need to be preregistered before attending the
programs. For registration or
questions about the program
please contact Julie Johnson at
651-738-9670.
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A Loud Winter's Nap by Katy Hudson

Tortoise is a creature who doesn't like changes. He just wants to settle in for a long
winter’s nap and forget the cold and snow. A robin, a rabbit, and a squirrel all try to
convince him to come have some winter fun. Tortoise finally finds a perfect piece
of wood for napping, but it turns out to be a sled! See what happens to
Tortoise. Maybe winter isn't so bad after all. Enjoy! Reviewed by Jackie Easton

Miss Little’s Gift by Douglas Wood

A heartfelt memoir about ADHD and learning to read. Imagine you are the
newest kid in town and also the smallest in your class. Would you consider it a gift
if your teacher was willing to keep you after school each day to teach you to read?
This was a gift not only for Douglas Wood, but also for the whole book-loving
world. Just think of what we would have missed if Doug Wood wouldn’t have
written Old Turtle. We also would have missed reading about our northern
Minnesota’s forests and water and the joy of living in and appreciating up north.

Review by Barb Haberman

Deep Woods, Wild Waters by Douglas Wood

A writer recalls a life of North Woods adventures. Whether you’re an arm chair
visitor or an actual participant, this memoir takes you into some fascinating places.
Some of these natural places are disappearing, so don’t wait too long. There’s a lot
of humor here, such as hilarious celebration of the campfire coffee pot. Consider
the many ways there are to settle the grounds. His insides are honest and hardearned. This is a book you can pick up at various times and not have to finish in
just one sitting. Review by Barb Haberman

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY is on Steepleview
Road in the Woodbury Grove, near the pre-school
playground. Please feel free to walk up to this little
library to find a book that interests you or to leave
a book that you've enjoyed and now want to pass
on to the next person.
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Peaceful Grove Campus
8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Campus Phone: 651-769-1303
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305

Woodbury Campus
7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125
Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305
Email: office@BeingTheHope.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:30 am

Sunday Worship Schedule
9 & 10:30 am

Information You Want to Know about WPGUMC
The Woodbury church office is
open from 8 am to 4 pm,
Monday-Thursday and 8 am to noon,
Friday. The phone will be answered
during those hours. When the phone
is not answered, leave a private
message for any members of the
staff. Directions are given on the
phone system.

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
Pastor Kelly Lamon, Associate Pastor — klamon@BeingTheHope.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
The responsibility for the day-to-day
administrative tasks of the church has
been invested in the Core Team. The
team functions as the primary layclergy partnership to provide
guidance and direction to ministries.

Carey Erkel, Minister to Families w/Children — cerkel@BeingTheHope.org
Amy Fuller, Minister to Families w/Students — afuller@BeingTheHope.org
Katie Matson-Daley, Volunteer & Ministry Coordinator—
kmatsondaley@BeingTheHope.org
Julie Johnson, Woodbury Preschool Programs on Steepleview Director
(WPPS) — wpps@BeingTheHope.org
Jane Beckstrom, Parish Nurse — parishnurse@BeingTheHope.org
Katherine Wrucke, Data Base & E-Ministry — kwrucke@BeingTheHope.org
Jennifer Schutz, Finance Manager — finance@BeingTheHope.org
Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — jtousignant@BeingTheHope.org
Maria Rella, Office Manager & Building Scheduler —
mrella@BeingTheHope.org

CORE TEAM MEMBERS
Betsy Stites – Chair
Jill Easton – Secretary
Jennifer Schutz – Financial Manager
Jennifer Edney
Sadie-jo Kobussen
Pastor Kelly Lamon
Charlie Maier
Rick Osborn
Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom

MUSIC MINISTRY
Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com
LaGretta Lunde, Woodbury Choral Music Director —
laglunde@gmail.com
Kathy Alden, Woodbury Organist & Pianist — lifeisgute@comcast.net
Jan Rasmussen, Steeple Bells — unicornbelle58@hotmail.com
Patrick Smith, Audio Technician — salsabass@yahoo.com
Lea Anna McGowan, Peaceful Grove Choral Music — leaandpete@msn.com
Jean Hendrickson, Peaceful Grove Pianist — doyourtheory@gmail.com
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The Name Transition Team is hosting a
community potluck the day we launch our
new name, The Grove.
Come to hear reports from the Visual
Identity and Social Media Teams, tell
stories about The Grove, and ask
question about the roll out.
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