
 
TO:  People of The Grove 

FROM:  Pastor Kelly and Pastor Dan 

DATE:  3-8-22 

RE:  COVID Protocols 

 

Just two weeks ago we put out changes to our guidance.  The day after, the CDC changed the guidelines around masking.  

After some research and a period of adjustment, we now offer the following guidance.  But first, a couple of notes: 

• At the start of COVID, we committed to following the expert scientists’ guidance (CDC and MDH) along with our 

annual conference guidance.  The following changes are in line with that commitment.  We cannot purport to 

know better than the experts.  

• While you have made individual choices about safety, we appreciate how respectful you’ve been in heeding the 

guidance while at church and how you’ve been respectful of each other. 

• While we hope the pandemic is ending, we also are realistic.  It’s possible we might need to go back to previous 

protocols.  We will continue to follow the CDC and MDH recommendations.   

 

WORSHIP 

1. Masks – Masks are optional during Coffee Time and worship.  We ask that you pay attention and read the cues of 

those who are masked and looking for physical distance.   

2. Roped Pews – We will continue to rope a few rows of pews for those who are looking to physically distance.   

3. Choir/Band – Our music directors will be in conversation with their groups about the masking option.   

4. Nursery - Nursery services will continue at both 9am and 10:30am worship with filtration in the room.  Our 

nursery workers will be masked. 

5. Communion – Single servings of communion will be used.   

6. Coffee Time – Coffee Time will continue in the Commons.        

 

KIDS PROGRAMMING 

1. Times (no change) –Kid’s programming continues only at 10:30. We continually assess when/whether we should 

start at 9am again, but we do not appear to be ready yet. 

2. Masks (no change) – All staff, volunteers, and children will mask while in Kid’s Ministry due to the fact that some of 

our children are too young for vaccination. 

 

STUDENT PROGRAMMING 

1. Masks (no change) –Staff, volunteers, and students will be masked while inside, with exception of snack time for 

high schoolers.  This measure is in place to ensure that our kids don’t miss out on activities or school because of a 

church exposure.   

2. Pizza – Barring a spring surge, we will start the pizza option again on April 27th.  This means that the pizza time of 

student ministry will be mask-free.   

 

GROUPS (adults and special events)  
1 Group sizes – Groups are encouraged to gather in the building in sizes up to the designated room capacities (5-

23).  Reach out to mrella@thegrovemn.church to schedule rooms.  

2. Masks – During preschool hours, masks are required in the hallways and common areas. Once in the designated 
room, members can determine if they are comfortable unmasking. Food can be served if group decides to be 
unmasked.  Outside of preschool hours, masks are optional.  

 
PRESCHOOL 

The preschool is designated an essential service under MDH operates with its Covid safety protocols. 


