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An Invitation to Participate 
Sunday, January 15 , 10-10:30 am., Gathering Rm. 
 

Based on the year-end review that the Racial Justice team 

conducted in November, four new teams were identified to 

carry the work forward. The teams are based on continuing 

the momentum from 2022. They introduce new priorities 

and initiatives to continue to expand and deepen The 

Grove’s commitment to Growing Goodness in racial justice, 

equity and inclusion. 

 

The four new teams for 2023 include: 
 

• Congregational Awareness & Resources - Build 

racial justice awareness through book studies, movie 

nights, cultural site visits and other congregational 

experiences. Update available resources.  

• Training Opportunities: Bring workshops and other 

educational or training opportunities to the 

congregation.  

• Community Engagement & Partnerships - Engage 

with ongoing justice initiatives out in the community 

and partner with other organizations & faith 

communities to grow goodness through justice & 

equity work. 

• Communications: - Communicate up-to-date 

information about the work of the racial justice 

action teams & ways to engage in that work to the 

congregation & community.   

 

Want to join in this work? 

Please contact Betsy Stites (betsy@consultimago.com) or 

Carolyn Winslow (caring@thegrovemn.church), co-leaders 

of the Racial Justice Team. 

 

Want to learn more? 

Come on Sunday, January 15 at 10 am for an informational 

meeting and hear what this group has been doing and the 

plans for 2023.  

Waking up White 
Back by popular demand! 

 

There was such positive feedback from the 

participants about the importance of the 

book study, Waking Up White, that the 

Racial Justice team is kicking off another 

6-week series. 
 

A 6-WEEK BOOK STUDY 

Thursdays, January 12 – February 16 

6:30 to 8 pm, Rm. 207 

Hosts: Kaylee Smith & Betsy Stites 

Limited to 10 participants 

Sign up HERE (ttsu.me/wakingupwhite) 

 

This book study is a great foundation and 

first step in approaching the complex world 

of racial justice from a non-judgmental and 

practical framework. It is one woman’s 

journey of discovery and insight as she 

transformed her own lack of knowledge, 

and anxiety into curiosity and action. 
 

Join and lets gather together for some 

enriching and insightful discussion. 

mailto:betsy@consultimago.com
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
https://www.timetosignup.com/thegrovemnchurch/sheet/1339286/
https://ttsu.me/wakingupwhite
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Worship Series 
 

January 8 — Sara 

Dealing with the choice you regret 

that hurt others. 

 

January 15 — Moses 

Overcome the excuses that keep 

you from your calling.  

 

January 22 — Jacob 

Finding faith when you are running 

from your problems.  

 

January 29 — David 

Unwinding from decisions made 

out of impulsivity.  

Culture Club is back! 

Sunday, January 15 at noon 

Carpool from church at 11:30 am 
 

Hilltop International Cuisine Restaurant 

417 Marie Avenue, South St. Paul 

Cost: $22 pp/pay at the restaurant 
 

Culture Club is a relatively new activity at 

The Grove. Our purpose is to learn 

about foods of the world as we get to 

know others. This group is open to all. 
 

On January 15, we’ll enjoy an Ethiopian 

buffet at the Hilltop International 

Cuisine Restaurant. Carpool from the 

church at 11:30 am, or you can join us at 

the restaurant at noon. 
 

The meal will be a complete buffet 

consisting of appetizers, salad, three 

vegetarian entrees, three meat entrees, 

and a hot or cold beverage. The cost for 

each buffet meal is $22, which you will 

pay at the restaurant. 
 

Ethiopian food features chickpeas and 

lentils among the vegetarian dishes and 

lamb and beef for the meat dishes. 

Restaurant staff will tell us about the food 

we are enjoying. 
 

Reserve your spot by going to Time to 

sign up, indicating whether you wish to 

car pool or will join us at the restaurant. 
 

Sign un HERE (ttsu.me/cultureclub) 

https://www.timetosignup.com/thegrovemnchurch/sheet/1338973
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Legacy Museum  

Feed My Starving Children 
Saturday January 21, 9 - 11 am  

Eagan location (990 Lone Oak Road 

Eagan, MN 55121   

...Carpool at 8:30 am from the church 
 

The world is facing the worst hunger crisis of 

our time. You can help! Faith In Action invites 

you to join them at Feed My Starving Children 

on Saturday January 21. 

 

To sign up, go to: http://www.fmsc.org/join-

group?joincode=KLXB4D   

 

FMSC is a Minnesota Christian non profit 

that provides rice and potato based meals for 

people all over the world.  If you've never 

volunteered to pack these meals before, don't 

pass up this opportunity!   

SAVE THE DATE! 

The Grove Civil Rights Tour 
March 16-23, 2023 

Register by Sunday, February 12 

Limited to 16 people 
 

Journey south into the heart of the civil rights 

movement to gain a deeper understanding of the 

historic and continued struggle for racial equality in 

the United States. Tour highlights:  

• Trace the footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. and his historic marches.  

• Hear the powerful story of Rosa Parks and the 

Montgomery bus boycott.  

• Walk across the Edmund Pettus Bridge where a 

peaceful protest evolved into the tragic violence 

known as “Bloody Sunday.”  

• Pay homage at the Sixteenth Street Baptist 

Church as you learn the story of the victims of 

the 1963 KKK bombing. 

• Visit the Legacy Museum for a comprehensive 

history of the United States with a focus on the 

legacy of slavery.  

• Learn how events galvanized a movement that 

would change the arc of American history. 

Reflect on how this events inform the racial 

climate in America today. 

We anticipate lodging and ground transportation will 

be approximately $650. Airfare, meals, and 

admissions will be on your own. 
 

For more information contact Pastor Dan at 

dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church 
 

REGISTER at ttsu.me/civilrightstour 

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=KLXB4D
http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=KLXB4D
mailto:dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church
https://ttsu.me/civilrightstour
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What is our flight destination so we can begin to check flight options? 
Birmingham, AL (Atlanta is further from our intended touring area with no real price advantage.) 

 

What does the $620 cost estimate include at this point?  
Ground transportation between Birmingham, Montgomery, Selma, and Tuskegee; and hotels (estimated at $150 

per night, double occupancy, everyone at same hotel).  Not included is airfare (about $600 per person, at initial 

planning); ground transportation between airport and hotel (shuttle services should be available for a fee); food, 

any admission cost at the attractions (many are free, though a free-will donation is often suggested); and the 1-day 

tour in Montgomery ($60 per person).  Possibility of another 1-day tour in Birmingham, cost unknown, but likely 

under $100.  Note:  The total number of people going can potentially impact our ground transportation options, 

so cost figures are tentative at this point. 

 

How will we get to our various destinations once we land in AL?  
The current plan is to rent one or two multi-passenger vans, driven by one of us. No single day of driving will 

exceed ~100 miles. 

 

What will we be visiting?  
Highlights will include the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, The Legacy Museum and 

National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma and  

Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site. Most activities will be self-guided at the sites, which we will be visiting as 

a group.  There is a plan for 1-day guided tour in Montgomery to visit off-the-beaten-path but important Civil 

Rights sites, and possibly the same in Birmingham. 

https://www.16thstreetbaptist.org/
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/museum
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/
https://civilrightstrail.com/attraction/edmund-pettus-bridge/
https://www.nps.gov/tuai/index.htm
https://www.morethantours.us/copy-of-i-am-more-than
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The Grove United Methodist Church 

(The Grove) has a 
  

well-established endowment fund. 
  

Hope for the Future. 
  

The fund is designated to help you and your 
  

family establish a legacy gift 
  

where a portion of your gift (up to 3%) 
  

is distributed annually to the ministry 
  

cause of your choice. 

  

Plan A Gift to Your Church 

Including your church doesn’t mean forsaking 

your children. You can provide for both. 

Simply state in your will or estate the following:  
 
  

I give The Grove United Methodist 

Church Hope for the Future Endowment 

Fund a specific dollar amount or a 

percentage of my estate, to be used by the 

church for the designated need(s) of my 

choice: general purpose, scholarships, 

missions, capital needs, and/or worship and 

music. (Suggested language for will.) 
 

  

Your planned gift will make a much greater 

impact than you can imagine. It may also 

provide you with significant tax advantages. 

 
  

 For more information please contact  

Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at 

651-738-0305, ext. 13 or at 

dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
 

2022 Update for January 2023 
From Your Endowment Committee 
 

A dedicated group of individuals meet quarterly. Their 

primary function is to oversee endowment funds and 

promote additional support from members. 

 

Endowment funds as of 9/30/2022 totaled 

approximately $770,400. Like any funds invested in 

the market, our balances are down compared to this 

time last year. The group is confident, though, that 

funds are being prudently managed by an outside third 

party and that no change in the investment strategy is 

necessary at this time.  

 

In 2022, endowment funds totaling $29,221 was used 

to support Youth Missions, Youth Scholarship, 

General Scholarships, Worship & Music, and General 

Purpose. Youth scholarship applications for 2023 will 

be available in the spring. 

 

A list of those who have indicated that they have 

remembered The Grove in their estate planning is in 

process.  If you have dedicated funds in your estate 

planning for this, please send Pastor Dan a quick note.   

 

A special recognition is being planned to thank all of 

you with a special recognition dinner this spring. 

mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
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In May, The Grove sustained a fire resulting in damage 

to a pre-school room and the room used to house the 

library collection on the second floor. Repairs are now 

complete. The building is the largest business asset of 

The Grove. Its operation constitutes approximately 

30% of the annual budget, excluding property 

improvement and facilities maintenance funds. 

 

While the event was unfortunate, it also provided an 

opportunity to step back and assess how well we are 

using the building to serve the community and achieve 

our mission and vision of growing disciples for Jesus 

Christ. With that in mind, in November a Building 

Strategic Planning Session was held with Core Team 

leadership, staff and representatives of the Facility and 

Racial Justice Resource Team.  

 

The stated goal: 

To determine and maximize the most 

efficient, effective and sustainable us of the 

facility   in relation to the mission, vision and 

values of  The Grove. 

 

Reports from staff and volunteers provided an overview 

of current usage. Based on input from the reports and 

the experience of the participants, three exercises 

helped to determine possible next steps: 

• Current needs: What activities/services/

ministries need additional support and /or 

resources to keep growing and thriving? 

• Sunset: What could be sunset to allow 

new room and growth to occur? 

• How can we dream forward: What are 

opportunities/possibilities for the future? 

 

In assessing current needs and what could be sunset, 

there was overall agreement that a smaller, more 

focused library collection at The Grove would be more 

effective, efficient and sustainable and meet current 

needs more effectively. The current collection had 

grown over the years to approximately 500 books with 

individuals donating books from a wide variety of 

topics. Usage was intermittent and the room on the 

second floor was not easily accessible. Managing 

such a growing collection effectively would also 

require increasing volunteer hours and expertise in 

the future.  

 

Rather than attempting to offer a general library 

collection, it was felt that there was a need to offer 

additional more focused learning resources in the 

areas of justice and caring ministries. A 

recommendation was made to and accepted by the 

Core Team to establish a smaller library collection 

and house it in The Gathering Room. The focus 

would be: 
 

• Racial Justice 

• Pride 

• Sustainability 

• Caring Ministry 

 

The children’s and Family Ministry Books in the 

current general collection will be re-organized 

closer to the pre-school and family ministry areas. 

 

Especially during times of transition and change, 

it is important to acknowledge and recognize the 

many individuals who reinforced the importance 

of continuous learning for The Grove community 

through establishment of a library collection. 

Barbara Haberman and Jackie Easton were some 

of the originators. Thank you to all the volunteers 

and individuals who have donated books over 

the years. 

 

There is much work to be done to identify the 

process for dismantling the collection. Some books 

will go to the new justice and caring ministry 

collection. Some individuals have already 

volunteered to assist but additional help will be 

needed. Look for more information soon.  
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Nordic Skiing at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park 
9653 Keats Ave S, Cottage Grove 

Saturday, January 7 at 11 am 

Limited ski rentals available on-site! 
 

Join fellow Grove members for an afternoon of skiing at a 

beautiful local park! Cottage Grove Ravine has 8 kilometers 

of groomed cross country ski trails, from beginning to 

advanced levels. Ski rentals (strap-on to your own boots) are 

available for both adults and children – cost is $10 or $5, 

respectively, for 3 hours. Park daily pass is $7, Ski pass $6. 

No need to sign up – just show up at the Park Office 

parking lot (follow the road all the way in). For more 

information, contact sustainability@thegrovemn.church.  

 

Look for updates/cancellations regarding weather or trail 

conditions at our website.  

mailto:sustainability@thegrovemn.church
https://sites.google.com/view/grovesustainabilityproject/home


Page 9 

Sustainability Project Family Connection 

 

JANUARY 2023 

Happy New Year to the Families of the Grove. 

The new year will have a new format for the Family Connection. 

 

will be available online with the whole alphabet filled with  

GREEN ideas and activities by March.   Check out the INSITES each month for Environmental 

Dates to plan GREEN activities. 

 

NATIONAL BIRD DAY - January 5, 2023 

 https://nationaltoday.com/national-bird-day/ 

 

The importance of National Bird Day is to recognize issues critical to the protection and survival 

of birds, both captive and wild. 

 

Bird Watchers and Nature Lovers can celebrate this day by: 
 

Pick up a bird identification book. It will help you to learn about species in your area and 

identify those frequenting your bird feeders.  

Enhance the attraction of your backyard. Add feeders and shelter.  Learn what birds in your 

area like to eat and watch them flock to your sanctuary.  Make special seed wreaths and other 

fun seed creations to hang from trees or feeders. 

 

Easy and Eco-Friendly Bird Feeders to make with Kids: 

https://runwildmychild.com/easy-bird-feeders-with-kids/ 

 

Family Bird Activities lead up to the Great Backyard Bird Count in February. 

https://nationaltoday.com/national-bird-day/#:~:text=U.S.,Bird%20Day%20every%20January%205!
https://nationaltoday.com/national-bird-day/#:~:text=U.S.,Bird%20Day%20every%20January%205!
https://nationaltoday.com/national-bird-day/
https://runwildmychild.com/easy-bird-feeders-with-kids/
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BOOK STUDY FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 
 

 Take care how you place your moccasins upon the Earth, step 

with care, for the faces of the future generations are looking up 

from the Earth waiting their turn for life.  - Wilma Mankiller 

 
 

The Racial Healing Handbook 
Starting January 25-March 1 (6-Week Class) 

Wednesdays, 6:30-8 pm, Chapel 

Hosts: Tiffany Dagon & Pam Gaides 

Purchase your  book online - $25 approx. 

 

Do you wonder how you can be a part of the answer 

to address racism and engage in collective healing? 

 

The Racial Healing Handbook can help you 

explore concepts such as your racial identity, 

relearning the history of racism, raising your race 

consciousness, and more. As a group, we will 

discuss these ideas and beliefs. 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. said, We cannot walk alone. 

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we 

shall march ahead. We cannot turn back. 

  

Contact Pam Gaides at pjrgaides@gmail.com if you 

have questions. 

 

SIGN UP at  ttsu.me/racialhealinghandbook  

mailto:pjrgaides@gmail.com
https://ttsu.me/racialhealinghandbook
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Wednesday Bible Study: Take the Flag 
Starts Wednesday, January 11, 9:30-11 am (7-weeks) 
Leader: Pastor Dan Wetterstrom 

Cost: Class $5 ~ Book $10 

 
In the scriptures the spiritual life is often compared to a race. Pastor Rob Fuquay, pastor of one of the largest 

United Methodist congregations in the United Stets, sees a parallel between the flags used in A1:AG5 racing and 

the signals God sends us in our fast-paced lives. 

 

The purpose of Take the Flag is not to turn readers into race fans but to help them become stronger disciples of 

Jesus Christ by paying attention to the signals God gives us each day. 

 

In this Bible-based, 7-week churchwide series, Fuquay uses the flags from auto racing as a way to discuss different 

aspects of our life of faith: 

• Green flag (start): How do we start our journey of 

faith? 

• Yellow flag (caution): The decisions we make can 

sometimes put us in danger. How do we learn to 

heed God’s caution? 

• Red flag (delay): Finishing well involves pit stops. 

How does God help us get the most out of 

these breaks? 

• Blue flag (yield): Each of us may run our own 

race, but we also need to respect others. How 

does God help us focus on others’ needs? 

• Black flag (disqualification): What happens when 

our own violations take us out of the race, and 

how does God help us get back in? 

• White flag (final lap): As we head toward the 

finish line, how do we steer according to God’s 

will? 

• Checkered flag (victory): If we persevere—

navigating the hazards, managing the pit stops—

then victory is ours. But how does God want us 

to experience victory? 

 

This study will engage us in the exciting adventure of spiritual growth. 

 

SIGN UP ttsu.me/wedmorningbiblestudy  

https://ttsu.me/wedmorningbiblestudy
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Silent Friends Fund 
 

The scriptures remind us over and over to help those in need.  

  

Blessed is the one who considers those in need!   

Psalm 41:1 

 

For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall 

open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor in your land.  

Deuteronomy 15:11 

 

The Grove UMC has been helping friends of our church and our community since at least 2007 through 

the Silent Friends Fund. This financial support is for those in crisis. The need could be for groceries, 

gas, car repair or rent. 

 

Persons who request Silent Friend Funds are vetted by church staff and given gift cards or directly pay 

for the goods or service they need. (No cash exchanges hands) 

 

Each Easter Season The Grove receives an offering for Being The Hope. This offering supports a 

variety of ministries beyond our local church. Silent Friends is one of the ministries that the Compassion 

and Justice team designates as a portion of the Being The Hope offering. Individuals from the church 

community also donate to this fund. 

 

The scripture verses about helping those in need, encourage us to seek to live a generous lives. 

 

With your help, The Grove can continue to help those with needs through the Silent Friends Fund. 

 

Thank you for giving to the Being the Hope Campaign! 
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Superheroes & Princesses at 

the Pajama Ball!  
Friday, February 10, 6-8 pm  

 

Start out the weekend right with the second 

annual Pajama Ball at Cottage Grove 

 

There will be music, dancing, fun activities 

and refreshments for the entire family.  

 

PHOTO OPS  

Picture opportunities with princesses and 

superheroes. No need to dress up - just wear 

your pajamas and you'll fit right in.   

Celebrating a Birthday! 

The Grove – Cottage Grove is celebrating its 

first birthday! Like any toddler, the first year was 

full of both ups and downs, sure steps and 

wobbles. Even so, we can say in confidence as 

we head into 2023 that we’re seeing growth in all 

of the areas that promote thriving! New people 

continue to show up. Those new people are 

coming back. They are getting connected and 

involved. They are giving to making the ministry 

financially viable. And they are telling their 

stories of their new or renewed faith from being 

part of The Grove! 

 

How can you help as we enter our second year? 

Continue to pray for us. Continue to tell people 

about the exciting things happening. And 

consider visiting us on a Sunday at 10 am so you 

can see for yourself. 

Rev. Jeremy Peters, Pastor 
 jpeters@thegrovemn.church 

mailto:jpeters@thegrovemn.church
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Christy Schally, Family Minister Director  

family@thegrovemn.church ~ 651-738-0305, ext. 119 
kids 

VBS Leadership Meeting 
Sunday, January 8 at 10:45 am, Fellowship Hall 
 

VBS will be held August 7-11 from 9 am to Noon. Add to your summer calendar!  

If you can volunteer as a helper during VBS, please plan to come to the this first leadership meeting. 

Kids are welcome to attend with their parents.  

It will be short and sweet, and there will be something for kids to do during the meeting.  
 

CLICK HERE or go to ttsu.me/vbs2023meeting to sign up. 

 

3RD TO 5TH GRADE LOCK-IN 
January 15 (after church) to 
January 16 (at noon) 
No reservation needed! 
Bring a sleeping bag/pillow 

 

 

FREE EVENT — Guaranteed fun! — Invite friends. 

Crafts, indoor sports, outdoor fun (weather permitting), service project, 

opportunities to think about our faith are only the beginning of this time together! 

 

 

Adult Helpers Needed!  
Please CLICK HERE or go to ttsu.me/kidsovernight to see how you can help make this 

event a success. Choose a serving area and a time slot!  Thank you! 

https://www.timetosignup.com/thegrovemnchurch/sheet/1338397
https://www.timetosignup.com/thegrovemnchurch/sheet/1338931/


family@thegrovemn.church ~ 651-738-0305, ext. 119 
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students 

VBS Leadership Meeting 
Sunday, January 8, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall 
 

There are opportunities for students to serve at VBS. Students can particitate in various areas:  
 

• Sing or play and instrument in live VBS worship band 

• Lead game times by deciding on games and organizing children 

• Lead craft/object lesson times 

• Lead small groups of children 
 

Serving as VBS leaders provides a way for students to grow in leadership abilities, teaches them how to have a 

"job," increases relationships with other students and adults, provides a great trajectory in understanding their gifts 

AND provides a great way for them to have someone to list as a reference when looking for a job. 

 
 

Middle School Lock In, January 29-30 
Students grades 6 through 8 — Invite Friends! — FREE EVENT 
 

What will students choose to do during the lock in? 
 

 Eat Pizza, snacks, make shakes and smoothies. Play outside games (weather permitting) 

 Build a snow fort (weather permitting) Paint a painting 

 Play in our First Annual "Ridiculous Olympics" Participate in a "Q and A" time 

 Help cook breakfast (volunteer, of course!) Win Prizes 

 

Students need to bring an air mattress, sleeping bag, toiletries.  

Students will sleep in spaces accompanied by adults. 
 

HELP NEEDED: Adults willing to volunteer are welcome! Please contact Christy to help. 

 
 

Fort Wilderness Retreat Changed 

High School Retreat at Koronis (new location) 
February 3-5 
 

Student Ministry is looking forward to returning to Camp Koronis in Paynesville, MN.  
 

• What will we do? Broomball, tubing, campfires, hang-out time, group sessions 

• How will we sleep? There are plenty of rooms that hold up to 4-6 people 

• What is the Cost? Cost will be $150 per student  

• When will we leave? Friday night at 6 pm 

• When will we return? Sunday at 1:30 pm 
 

Scholarships available. Adults interested in driving, or attending, please contact Christy Schally by emailing 

family@thegrovemn.church or calling 612-554-2184. 
 

CLICK HERE FOR A LINK TO CAMP KORONIS 

mailto:family@thegrovemn.church
https://www.koronisministries.org/
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VISITATION TEAM 

Congregational Care Ministers (CCMs) 

Mon., January 9, 1-2:30 pm - Rm. 207 

Congregational Care Ministers are lay 

volunteers who are trained to listen and 

provide emotional and spiritual support to 

others. CCMs work alongside our pastors to 

provide care and: 
 

• Connect (telephone, send cards/notes) 

with people in need of contact. 

• Follow up on prayer requests. 

• Meet one-on-one with people in need 

of a listening ear, offering prayers and 

encouragement. 

• Offer support to grieving families. 

• Provide a presence on Sunday 

mornings for connection and prayer. 

• Serve communion to church members 

who can no longer physically attend 

worship. 

• Visit people in a hospital, in a care 

facility or who are homebound, 

depending on visitation regulations/

restrictions. 
 

If you feel called to care for others as a 

CCM, or if you or someone you know 

could benefit from a visit or call from a 

CCM, contact Carolyn Winslow, Director 

of Caring Ministries, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 

or at caring@thegrovemn.church. 

 

HELPING HANDS TEAM 

Filling short-term immediate needs 

Through a carefully organized program, our 

hands can extend the love of God by 

offering short-term help to our church 

family members in need of transportation 

(to church or medical appointments, for 

example), meals (following surgery or 

during an immediate crisis), grocery 

shopping or assistance in other tangible 

ways. If you feel called to care for others in 

very practical and helpful ways or if you are 

in need of such assistance, contact Liz at 

liztracy@comcast.net. 

PRAYER CONNECTION TEAM 

Praying for needs in our church and community 

The Prayer Connection Team exists to present the praises and 

petitions of our church and community before the Lord. 

Confidential prayer requests may be requested to be shared 

with the pastors, the staff, the Prayer Connection Team and/or 

the congregation by making that choice at the time the prayer 

request is submitted. Contact Liz Tracy at liztracy@comcast.net 

or submit prayer requests (thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/

prayer-request). 

 

HEALTH TEAM  

Assisting with health-related issues 

This team is comprised of members who have been or still are 

employed in the healthcare field for the purpose of providing 

answers to questions from staff and ministry volunteers so that 

they can better communicate care to members experiencing 

health issues. The Director of Caring Ministries will direct 

health-related questions to the appropriate health team member 

for follow-up. Contact Carolyn at caring@thegrovemn.church. 

 

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 

2nd & 4th Thursday, 10 am - Zoom 

During this time we are all experiencing a variety of losses – loss 

of social contact, loss of loved ones, job loss, physical separation 

from loved ones or loss of control, to name a few. This group 

meets to provide people with a confidential and safe space to 

explore feelings of loss and grief. Al Kleinsasser, a retired 

chaplain and one of our CCMs, facilitates this group. 

Interested? Contact Carolyn at caring@thegrovemn.church. 

 

GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES 

1st & 3rd Wednesday, 1 pm - Zoom 

Grandmothers with Challenges are women who have unique 

responsibilities in their role as a grandparent. During this time 

of COVID-19, grandparents may be facing new challenges. Join 

with other grandmothers for support and discussion. New 

participants are always welcome! Contact Carolyn at 

caring@thegrovemn.church for more information.  

 

GUIDED CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

Saturdays, 9 am - Zoom  

Offered by Jane Sharer Maier. Guided Christian meditation can 

increase your connection to God and give you a sense of calm, 

peace and balance that can benefit both your emotional well-

being and your overall health. Interested? Connect with 

Carolyn at caring@thegrovemn.church. 

caring@thegrovemn.church ~ 651-738-0305, ext. 129 ~Rm. 205 

Carolyn Winslow 
Director of Caring Ministries 

Office Hrs: Weds 12-3 pm & Thus 10 am-1 pm  

mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/prayer-request
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
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JANUARY IS NATIONAL BLOOD DONATION MONTH 
 

One blood donation can save up to THREE lives and you can donate every 56 days, up to 6 times a year! 

You can be a hero to someone in need of blood – consider blood donation! 
 

The Grove has been hosting blood drives for 50 years! The next blood 

donation drive at The Grove is coming up on Friday, February 3. You can 

schedule an appointment to donate at The Grove (it fills up fast!) or at 

another local location by going to www.redcrossblood.org or by calling 

1-800-REDCROSS. 
 

Questions about The Grove donation event? Contact Jan Slagter, who has 

faithfully coordinated this giving opportunity for at least 10 years.  

Thank you Jan! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org


Page 18 

SATURDAY 

SUPPER CLUB 
 

January 28, 2023 

5-6 pm both locations 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - MONTHLY! 
You can sign up to volunteer for these activities 

CLICK HERE (ttsu.me/freemeal).  
 

QUESTIONS? Contact Delores Hedrick at 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net. 
 

Food insecurity continues to be a huge issue in 

South Washington County. To help meet this need, 

SoWashCo CARES has partnered with local non-

profits to provide a free meal-to-go every Saturday 

somewhere in South Washington County. As part of 

this Saturday Supper Club, The Grove provides a 

free meal curbside pick-up at both our Woodbury 

and Cottage Grove locations on the 4th Saturday of 

each month. No pre-registration is required. Meals 

will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 

We need your help in promoting the Saturday 

Supper Club. If you know of someone who could 

use a meal for any reason, please tell them about the 

supper club. If they have difficulty picking up a meal, 

offer to pick up a meal for them and deliver it to 

their home.  
 

We need volunteers to prepare and package the 

food in the Woodbury kitchen.  
A portion of the food will be transported to the 

Cottage Grove location for curbside pick up there.   
 

A volunteer who is 

able to lift heavy crates 

with a bigger vehicle is 

needed to bring the 

food to the Cottage 

Grove location.  
 

Volunteers are also 

needed to hand out 

the free meals curbside 

at both the Woodbury 

and Cottage Grove 

location. 

CALLING ALL SEWERS! 
Hope 4 Women International 

DRESS A GIRL AROUND 

THE WORLD 
 

Dress a Girl Around the 

World is a Campaign 

under Hope 4 Women 

International bringing 

dignity to women 

around the world since 

2006. 
 

This is an independent 

nondenominational 

Christian organization which helps supply dresses 

to girls around the world. “We dream of a world in 

which every girl has at least one new dress. We 

want girls to know that they are worthy of respect, 

and that they are loved by God.” 
 

If you can sew a seam, please join us 

January – March sewing simple dresses for 

girls around the world. The pattern can be one 

you have; one you purchase; or to get an idea look 

on line at CLICK HERE 

(dressagirlaroundtheworld.com) to see what a dress 

might look like. 
 

The dresses are generally sleeveless, have front 

pockets, and are sizes 4-14. They may be created 

and decorated however your imagination desires!  

Rick rack, lace, buttons etc. are all encouraged!   
 

Before sending, each dress will need to have a little 

label on the pocket identifying it as a Dress A Girl 

Around the World product. Labels will be 

provided if you let Jan Slagter know how many you 

would like. 
 

Last year The Grove collected well over 100 

dresses and hope to do the same this year!  Please 

help dress a girl around the world! 
 

If you have questions please e-mail Jan Slagter at 

jslagter1949@gmail.com or call at 651-7397719. 
 

Dresses can be dropped off at the church office.  

Thank you in advance!! 

https://ttsu.me/freemeal
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
https://www.dressagirlaroundtheworld.com/
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com
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FAITH BUILDERS - Women’s Study Group 
Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am, Rm. 204 

New book study beginning January 4   
 

Faith Builders, a women’s study group, will start a six-week study of the 

book God Is a Black Woman by Christen Cleveland. Participants purchase 

the book on their own. Questions? Contact Jan Slagter 

at jslagter1949@gmail.com or Delores Hedrick 

at deloreshedrick@comcast.net . 

 

For years, Christena Cleveland, a theologian, social psychologist and activist, 

spoke about racial reconciliation to congregations, justice organizations, and 

colleges. But she increasingly felt she could no longer trust in the God she’d 

been implicitly taught to worship—a white male God who preferentially 

empowered white men despite his claim to love all people. A God who 

clearly did not relate to, advocate for, or affirm a Black woman like Christena. 

Her crisis of faith sent her on an intellectual and spiritual journey through 

history and across France, on a 400-mile walking pilgrimage to the ancient 

shrines of Black Madonnas to find healing in the Sacred Black Feminine.  

God Is a Black Woman is the chronicle of her liberating transformation and a critique of a society shaped by 

white patriarchal Christianity and culture. Christena reveals how America’s collective idea of God as a white man 

has perpetuated hurt, hopelessness, and racial and gender oppression. Integrating her powerful personal story, 

womanist ideology, as well as theological, historical, and social science research, she invites us to take seriously 

the truth that God is not white nor male and gives us a new and hopeful path for connecting with the divine and 

honoring the sacredness of all Black people.  

FELLOWSHIP  ~  FOOD ~  FUN 
Swedish Dinner January 19 

 

Do you like Swedish meatballs? Do you enjoy chatting with friends and meeting new folks?  This 

dinner is for you. You’re invited to join people of The Grove for a Swedish dinner January 19  at 

11 am at Christ Lutheran Church, Marine on the St. Croix. It’s a fun activity with good food and 

fellowship. Yes, Lutefisk is available along with lots of stories! 
 

RSVP - As a courtesy to Christ Lutheran, we would like to provide attendance estimate by 

January 10. Carpooling opportunities will be available. 

PLEASE E-MAIL BOB HORN AT RWHORN@BALSAMTECH.COM WITH YOUR PLANS.  
 

COST: $25 each, pay at the door 
 

 MENU: 

 Meat balls and gravy Lutefisk with butter and cream sauce 

 Boiled potatoes Lefse 

 Vegetable Cranberry sauce 

 Rice pudding Scandinavian Cookies 

 Coffee and beverages 

mailto:jslagter49@gmail.com
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
mailto:rwhorn@balsamtech.com


FAITH BUILDERS - Women’s Study Group 

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am, Rm. 204  

New 6-week book study  

Starts January 4 - see Clippings for details 
 

The new book is God Is a Black Woman by 

Christena Cleveland. Expand your thinking by 

studying books focused on faith, society, and justice. 

Questions? Contact Jan Slagter at 

jslagter1949@gmail.com or Delores Hedrick at 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net . 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING GROUP  

Wednesdays, 9:30-11 am, Rm. 207 
 

Grow and nurture your spirituality by blending the 

study of scripture with books about Christian faith. 

Questions? Contact Dan Wetterstrom at 

dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church  

 
GROWING IN FAITH 

Fridays, 10-11:30 am , Rm. 207 

 

Women seeking to explore faith perspectives 

through books and other resources while forming 

relationships. Questions? Contact Betty Schilling at 

Bettyaschi@gmail.com. 

 
DRUM CIRCLE 

3rd Friday, 6:30 Pizza, 7-8:30 pm, Plaza 
 

For individuals and families living with Autism/

Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or social 

challenges who likes music, rhythm and dance. 

Questions? Contact Dick Hansen, 

cdhansen@comcast.net. 

 

Page 20 

TUESDAY GROVE GUYS 

Tuesdays, 8-9 am — Woodbury Panera Restaurant 
 

Join lively discussion on faith, family, and the 

challenges of daily living. Deepen your spiritual life 

through scripture and community. Questions? 

Contact Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at 

dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church. 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN'S GROUP 

Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 am, Rm. 204  
 

This group welcomes all men who want to grow 

their faith and strengthen their relationships with 

God and each other through book studies and 

video. Questions? Contact Tim Martin at 

tnm7428@gmail.com. 

 
READERS BOOK CLUB 

Monday, January 16, 7-8 pm - Zoom 
 

The book for January is Neither Dog nor Wolf  
by Kent Nerburn. The February book will be 

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier. The participants 

share a love of reading and a willingness to explore 

all types of books. Questions? Contact: Darlene 

Wetterstrom at darwetterstrom@comcast.net. 

 

mailto:jslagter49@gmail.com
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
mailto:dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church
mailto:Bettyaschi@gmail.com
mailto:cdhansen@comcast.net
mailto:tnm7428@gmail.com
mailto:tnm7428@gmail.com
mailto:darwetterstrom@comcast.net
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ORDER T-SHIRTS 

https://thegrovemn.church  

Register Here 

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church! 

HELLO & WELCOME LUNCH 

Sunday, January 22, 11:40 am-1 pm 

Gathering Rm and Rm. 100 - Childcare provided 
 

Get to know The Grove. Enjoy lunch together. Get to 

know the pastors. Learn about The Grove’s values. 

Explore The Grove Pathways. Sign up at ttsu.me/

ttsu.me/hellowelcomelunch. 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Friday, February 3, 12-6 pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

To donate blood call the Red Cross at 800-733-2767 

for an appointment. Make an appointment online or 

find other blood drives at www.redcrossblood.org/

give.html/find-drive. Volunteer to staff sign up table or 

the snack table shifts 12-3 pm or 3-6 pm. Contact Jan 

Slagter at jslagter1949@gmail.com or at 651-739-7719. 

 
REQUEST FOR CRAFTERS 
 

When Grove folks are going through a more 

challenging time, Caring Ministries often passes along 

specially created prayer squares as a reminder that we at 

The Grove are lifting up prayers on their behalf. Our 

inventory of prayer squares is low. If you are interested 

in “growing goodness” by crocheting or knitting prayer 

squares (or larger prayer shawls, which are also needed) 

for this ministry please contact Carolyn Winslow 

(caring@thegrovemn.church) for patterns or more info. 

Completed prayer squares and shawls can be placed in 

the donation bin in the Plaza. 

Communion 

Elements  

Request 
 

The Grove wants to ensure that everyone who 

would like to receive communion is able to. 

Please complete an order form if you are 

interested in receiving a prefilled communion 

cup (juice and wafer set) in order to be able to 

partake of the communion elements during 

online worship on Communion Sundays (1st 

Sunday of each month). Both regular cups and 

gluten-free available.  
 

Please indicate the type below. 

Complete form at The Grove UMC | Register 

Here (thegrovemn.church) 

https://thegrovemn.church
https://ttsu.me/hellowelcomelunch
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com?subject=Red%20Cross%20Blood%20Drive
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
https://www.thegrovemn.church/register-here
https://www.thegrovemn.church/register-here


Woodbury Preschool 

at The Grove Christmas 

programs were 

wonderful!  

 

All were so happy 

to be able to have an 

in-person concert 

this year.  
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Woodbury Preschool ….. cont’d 
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Merry Christmas from the WPG Staff! 

Thank you to all the 

families and friends 

that attended.  

 

The children sang 

beautifully and filled the 

sanctuary with the spirit 

of Christmas.  



Office hours at the Woodbury 

campus are Monday-Friday,  

8 am-3 pm (Fridays 8 am-12 pm 

during the summer). The 

phone will be answered during 

those hours. When the phone 

is not answered, leave a private 

message for any member of the 

staff. Directions are given on 

the phone system.  
 

Church Leadership 

The responsibility for the 

day-to-day administrative tasks 

of the church has been invested 

in the Core Team. The team 

functions as the primary 

lay-clergy partnership to provide 

guidance and direction to 

ministries. 
 

Charlie Maier – Chair 

Jill Easton – Secretary 

Roberta Wiig – Business Adm. 

Linda Kleinsasser 

Rev. Kelly Lamon 

Rick Osborn 

Kathy Parker 

Jay Stroebel 

Rev. Jeremy Peters 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom  
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Cottage Grove Location 

8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Woodbury Location 

7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Email: office@thegrovemn.church  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church 

Rev. Kelly Lamon, Executive Pastor — klamon@thegrovemn.church 

Rev. Jeremy Peters, Pastor — jpeters@thegrovemn.church 

Christy Schally, Director of Family Ministry — family@thegrovemn.church 

Carolyn Winslow, Director of Caring Ministries — caring@thegrovemn.church 

Kelly Reese, Family Ministry Assistant — familyassistant@thegrovemn.church 

Robin Muscoplat, Media Specialist, mediaspecialist@thegrovemn.church 

Roberta Wiig, Business Administrator — finance@thegrovemn.church 

Maria Rella, Office Manager/Building Scheduler — mrella@thegrovemn.church   

Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — facilities@thegrovemn.church 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com 

Lou Ann Henderson, Woodbury Chancel Choir Director — 

davelou@centurylink.net 

 

WOODBURY PRESCHOOL AT THE GROVE 
Kate Beck, Woodbury Preschool at The Grove — 

preschool@thegrovemn.church 

mailto:office@thegrovemn.church
mailto:dwetterstrom@thegrovemn.church
mailto:klamon@thegrovemn.church
mailto:jpeters@thegrovemn.church
mailto:caring@thegrovemn.church
mailto:familyassistant@thegrovemn.church
mailto:mediaspecialist@thegrovemn.church
mailto:finance@thegrovemn.church
mailto:mrella@thegrovemn.church
mailto:facilities@thegrovemn.church
mailto:mnmurfam@hotmail.com
mailto:davelou@centurylink.net
mailto:preschool@thegrovemn.church

