
The Take 
Away 

Baptism: Power in the vows.  

After 
Worship, 
Think About 

1. Do you remember your baptism? If so, what do your remember?  If not, what were you 
told about your baptism? 

2. In our baptismal vows we are asked: “Do you accept the freedom and power God gives 
you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?”  
What does that mean to you?  How are you living out that vow? 

Action Step Remember your baptism and be thankful. 

Scripture 
Background 

Only Mark tells us that his book is Gospel by announcing “the beginning of the good 

news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark doesn’t begin 

by telling us about the birth or youth of Jesus. He begins with the “good news” of 

Jesus’ baptism as the beginning of his ministry.  John was the cousin and forerunner 

of Jesus.  He was the child of elderly parents, Zechariah, a priest, and Elizabeth, 

daughter of a priestly family. John had a powerful presence and message, and many 

came to hear him and be baptized by him.  Baptism symbolized the cleansing of sins. 

Scripture 
Verses 

Mark 1:4-5 (NRSV) 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins.  

Going  
Deeper 

Chuck Knows Church Video—47 | Baptism -- Chuck Knows Church - YouTube  
 
What Do I Need to Know About Baptism in the United Methodist Church—https://
www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-do-i-need-to-know-about-baptism-in-the-
united-methodist-church 
 
Baptism: God’s Gift  to Us All—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26aXO-7L0Gg 
 
What does it mean to ‘resist evil, injustice and oppression’? - https://www.umc.org/en/
content/ask-the-umc-what-does-it-mean-to-resist-evil-injustice-and-oppression  
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