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 INSITES  

TheGroveMN.church 

Office@ 

Being 

TheHope.org 

651-738-0305 

Ext. 111 

youtube.com/ 

c/thegrovemnchurch 

FEBRUARY 2022 

Using Jesus ’s rule and 
instructions for  working 

through conflict 

 
Sundays 

January 30 — February 27 
 

Jan 30 — Look at Yourself  

Feb 6 — One on One 

Feb 13 — Get Some Objective Help  

Feb 20 — Shake the Dust 

Feb 27— Grace Is There  

Can we talk about Growing Goodness and Conflict? 
 See page 3 for details! 

TheGroveMN.church
mailto:Office@%20Being
mailto:Office@%20Being
mailto:Office@%20Being
youtube.com/
youtube.com/
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Welcoming Refugees Makes 

Minnesota Stronger 
 

Minnesota has a rich history of welcoming 

immigrants and refugees. Since 1979, our state has 

welcomed more than 190,000 refugees. They are 

people who are highly motivated to work, to 

contribute and give back in service and 

volunteerism to help others. When we welcome 

refugees, Minnesota’s economy and community 

benefits in 4 major ways. 

 

1. Contribute in Taxes — When refugees first 

arrive in Minnesota, they may need some 

help getting back on their feet. A study done 

by the Minnesota Department of Human 

Services, shows that long term, refugee 

households contribute more in taxes than 

they receive in benefits and 5% own homes. 

2. Fill Critical Jobs — According to Susan 

Bower, Minnesota State Demographer, “if 

not for population of color and the foreign 

born, the size of Minnesota’s workforce 

would be declining”. People who come to 

Minnesota as refugees care for the elderly, 

prepare food, build homes, and fill other 

critical needs in Minnesota’s workforce. 

Without workers our economy cannot grow. 

3. Start Businesses — Many refugees have an 

entrepreneurial spirit. 13% start businesses, 

creating jobs, boosting Minnesota’s local 

economy and bringing new ethnic flavors, 

fabrics, and ideas to our communities. 

4. Build Diverse Communities — Since 2005, 

Minnesota has welcomed refugees from 54 

countries. They bring new traditions and 

perspective to our state. The foods and 

cultural traditions they share will become an 

integral part of the fabric of Minnesota just 

like the people who bring them. 

IMMIGRATION 101 
Part 5 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:38 NRSV 

People coming to Minnesota as refugees have 

experienced extreme loss and work hard to start 

over to build a better life. With a little help when 

they arrive, refugees become contributing 

Minnesotans and make our state stronger. 

 
3 Ways You Can Help Support  

Your Refugee Neighbors 
 

1. Talk to your neighbors.  

Start conversations about the benefits that 

refugees bring to our state. When you hear 

false information, ask: “Can I share what 
I have experienced and learned?” 

 

2. Support policies and program.  

Ensure that Minnesota remains a welcoming 

home for those seeking refuge by supporting 

policies and programs you believe in.  

 

3. Donate goods to resettlement agencies. 

Items needed can be found on the Minnesota 

Council of Churches website 

http://www.mnchurches.org  

http://www.mnchurches.org
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CAN WE TALK ABOUT 
GROWING GOODNESS AND CONFLICT? 

A Training Workshop Opportunity to Explore Conflict Resolution 

Saturday, February 19, 9 am to Noon, Woodbury Campus 
 

People react differently to conflict. Join us as we explore, as a group, the impact of 

culture on resolving conflict. 
 

You are invited to participate with our racial justice consultant, Richard Webb, in a 

workshop that will explore communication styles, culture, and conflict.  
 
 

• When: Saturday, February 19 from 9 am-noon 

• Where: In-person in The Grove’s Worship Center 

 Masks and social distancing required 

 Vaccinations recommended 

• What else: 

 You will be introduced to the Intercultural Conflict Style Assessment (ICS)  

 You will be encouraged to identify and examine challenging experiences of 

conflict with others 

 You will develop strategies to elicit reactions that can deescalate or eliminate 

the challenging scenario 
 

Limited to the first 30 people who sign up at: ttsu.me/conflictresolution  

https://ttsu.me/conflictresolution
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FAIR TRADE PRODUCTS 
 

There is a list of fair trade 

products available online for 

purchase. Please go to the 

link below and select the 

items you would like to 

purchase. At the bottom of 

the form, you can choose 

your payment method. If 

you would like to pay by 

check, select Pay Later. 

Once you submit your form, 

the church will be notified 

and you will be contacted to 

arrange for pickup. 

Order Here 
The Grove UMC | Register Here 
(thegrovemn.church)  

Save the Date! 

PRIDE FESTIVAL Parade 
Sunday, June 26, 11 am — Save a Date 
 

Have you ever been curious what the PRIDE 

Festival Parade is all about? Would you like 

to walk in the parade with some participants 

from The Grove, along with members of 

other United Methodist congregations from 

across the Twin Cities?  
 

The Parade is on Sunday, June 26 with line 

up at 11 am. We will travel to the parade site, 

walk in the parade, then possibly stay to walk 

through the park for a while.  
 

If you are interested, put June 26 on your 

calendar and contact Jill Easton at 

jilleaston1955@gmail.com so we know 

you are coming! Come support our 

LGBTQIA siblings!! 

The Mission statement of the Pride Team: The 
Grove Church believes that every person is a 
beloved child of God, wonderfully made in God’s 
image. The Grove Pride Team advocates for full 
inclusion and affirmation of LGBT+ people in 
our church and community by initiating 
conversations, celebrating diversity, promoting 
education, advocating justice and challenging anti-
LGBT+ prejudice, bigotry, and hate.  

https://beingthehope.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/e94ddefb-9e6b-4248-9014-cfbdbbc2302f
https://www.thegrovemn.church/register-here
https://www.thegrovemn.church/register-here
mailto:jilleaston1955@gmail.com
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Sustainable Lawns and Gardens – Grow Native! 
Tuesday February 22, 2022 6:30 – 8 pm via Zoom* 

 

The Grove Sustainability Project is partnering with Great River 

Greening, Washington County Conservation District and South 

Washington Watershed District for an event on how you can create 

a low maintenance, environmentally friendly urban ecosystem.  
 

This event will be an opportunity to listen to local experts, talk with 

experienced neighbors, ask questions and learn about: landscaping for 

water, raingardens, planting native species, programs and resources to 

help you including: Lawns to Legumes, Planting for Pollinators, native 

species and grant sources. Use the Zoom link below to join. 
 

*Great River Greening invites you to join Zoom Meeting — https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89867760535 

 

Meeting ID: 898 6776 0535 

One tap mobile: +19294362866,,89867760535# US (New York) 13017158592,,89867760535# US  

Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

A-B-C-D-E-F-GREEN is an alphabet of ideas for going green 

together. The Sustainability Project will share information on 

national and world environmental events with suggestions for 

family activities connected to these events. 
 

A — AWARENESS is the ANSWER 

It doesn’t matter how old you are...Awareness is the Answer. 

• Be aware of your surroundings… Look around and see 

how the environment is being used. 

• See what needs to be done and how to ADVOCATE for 

necessary changes. 

• Identify the problems and look for the answers together. 

• Observe how others are treating our world. 

• Plan on how you and your family will work to keep 

Mother Earth sustainable for future generations.  

• Review your 2021 Sustainability Project Pledges or 

take the QUIZ: How Green is My Family? (links below!) 

and M-A-P . . . Make a Plan for 2022. 
 

 2021 Sustainability Project Pledges  

QUIZ: How Green is My Family? (click Slideshow button in 

upper right corner to start) 

This month you can practice your 
observation skills by participating in the 

Great Backyard Bird Count!  
 

Great Backyard Bird Count  
Sunday, February 20, 12:30 pm 

 

Come for outdoor fun and fellowship! This 

annual event creates a real-time snapshot of 

bird populations aiding research at Cornell 

Lab, the Audubon Society and Birds 

Canada. The count provides an opportunity 

to engage in citizen science AND get outside 

to connect with each other and God’s 

creations. Find resources on how to 

participate here (birdcount.org/participate/)  
 

Outdoor COVID protocol will be practiced. 

Bird counting around the Woodbury grove 

for 30 minutes. A Kidsy Project will provide 

a kid friendly craft and warm drinks! Bundle 

up, bring your field glasses for an afternoon 

of outdoor fun! Follow these links for more 

resources to use for your bird count! 
 

Printable Backyard Birds Worksheets for Minnesota 

DIY bird feeder 

Sign this Audubon Society petition to protect 

birds from climate change 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89867760535
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pIYjJ1bzNT1_gzkhHv_jTvR7yB5JP0Vd/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TvhxqkznlNMOapjFtj3UzpQ9tGngPpdpWNpf_-gnnVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.birdcount.org/participate/
https://www.birdadvisors.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Backyard-Birds-Identification-Worksheet-Minnesota.pdf
https://earth911.com/home-garden/7-diy-recycled-bird-feeders/
https://act.audubon.org/a/birds-tell-us
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A Monthly Feature Highlighting Ministries We Support Through our Being the Hope Campaign  

JRLC is the largest, most inclusive interfaith social justice advocacy organization in Minnesota. JRLC is guided by 

God's vision of the common good as reflected in Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions and mobilizes religious 

communities to influence public policy in Minnesota. JRLC influences Minnesota legislation and policy on 

important issues including: welfare reform, housing, health care, human rights, criminal justice, environmental 

stewardship, tax policy, ethics in government, economic justice, and firearms regulation. JRLC's 2021 legislative 

agenda focused on housing stability and affordability, child care assistance for low-income families to enable 

parents to work or pursue education, homelessness, and economic and racial equity. About 42% of JRLC's 

budget comes from the four Sponsoring Members and the remaining 58% is raised from religious and 

congregation mission funds, individual gifts, and foundations.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDER FOR MARCH 15, 2022 and consider participating in 

JRLC’s Day on the Hill. There you will join other people of faith to listen to Maharat 

Rori Picker Neiss, Executive Director of St. Louis Jewish Community Relations 

Council, as she inspires us to action, reflecting the Day on the Hill theme “For Such a 

Time as This,” from the book of Esther. Day on the Hill is an opportunity to advance 

a social justice agenda.  
 

Here are some upcoming learning opportunities provided by JRLC via Zoom in the coming months to help 

those of us that might feel a bit intimidated about getting involved in the legislative process.  

• Tuesday, February 8, Nuts and Bolts of Scheduling Legislative Visits and Zoom Meetings, Noon -1 pm 

and repeated 6:30-7:30 pm 

• Thursday, February 24, Do's and Don'ts Facilitating and Participating in Legislative Visits, 6:30-7:30 pm 

• Tuesday, March 15, Online Evening 'Day on the Hill' program, 6:30 - 8:45 pm. Legislative visits 

March 16-18. 

• Visit JRLC at https://jrlc.org for more information on Day on the Hill, how the legislative process works 

and how you can get involved.  

 

Being the Hope provided $500 in 2021 to this organization  

for The Grove UMC to be a Congregational Member of JRLC. 

https://jrlc.org
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Can you imagine losing your job or being 

overwhelmed by medical bills and not being 

able to pay the rent? Finding out that your 

apartment has been condemned? Having a job 

but a broken down vehicle and needing to 

choose between paying the rent and fixing your 

car so you can go to work? Families staying at 

Hope for the Journey Home have lived 

through all these experiences and more. 

COVID challenges have made things even 

more difficult. 

 

Hope for the Journey Home is a temporary 

shelter for homeless families located on the 

property of Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

in Oakdale. It has room for up to seven 

families at a time and The Grove UMC has 

committed to staffing the facility two weeks 

each year. While families at the shelter work 

through the St. Andrews Community Resource 

Center in Mahtomedi to find permanent 

housing and jobs, those who have jobs continue 

to work and children are transported to their 

home schools. Each day everyone returns to 

Hope for the Journey Home to relax, enjoy a 

healthy meal and a good night’s sleep. To 

protect everyone, lots of COVID precautions 

are also in place. 

  

Volunteers are needed March 13–19.  

A staff person will also be there until 9 pm. 
 

1. Dinner Shift Volunteer(s): Flexible start time 

between 4:30-5:30 until 7:30 pm. Volunteers assist 

with meal preparation, cleanup afterwards and 

possibly do light housekeeping tasks.  

2. Overnight Volunteer(s): Time is from 8 pm-9 am. 

Volunteers make sandwiches, lock facility, serve 

continental breakfast (IHop on weekends), and 

sleep in the volunteer guest rooms. 

 

Sign up for these shifts at: ttsu.me/hjhmar13  

 

Alternative Way to Help – Donate a meal anytime in 

February or March. Details can be found on the signup 

sheet below:  

 

February Meal Sign Up 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34-

meals18  

 

March Meal Sign Up 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34

-meals19 

 

QUESTIONS: Contact Pat Marzolf at 

patmarzolf@aol.com 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities  

 

March 13-19  

https://ttsu.me/hjhmar13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34-meals18
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34-meals18
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34-meals19
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fadac2fa0f5c34-meals19
mailto:patmarzolf@aol.com
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Nicole Suyak 

Minister to Families with Kids 

nsuyak@beingthehope.org 651-738-0305, ext. 119 kids 

K (WE WORSHIP) & 1
ST 

GRADE (PRAYER) MILESTONES 

Sunday, February 6, 11:30 am, Rm. 100 
 

 MILESTONE BLESSINGS 
 Sunday, February 13, 10:30 am, Worship Center 
 

Kids Ministry is combining K (We worship) and 1st (Prayer) grade 

milestones. The kids will meet with Nicole for crafts and fun activities. 

The adults will meet with one of the pastors during this time. 

 

The Milestone Blessing will be held on February 13 during the 10:30 am worship service.  

Small 

groups 

are up 

and 

running!  

mailto:nsuyak@beingthehope.org
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students Marc Ives, Minister to Families with Students 

students@beingthehope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 121 

Middle School and High School Ministry is in-person. 
 

Registration is open for Middle School and High School Student Ministry. 

The Grove UMC | Register Here (thegrovemn.church)  
 

FROG is now Middle School Ministry and is for 6th – 8th grades. 

JOLT is now High School Ministry and is for 9th – 12th grades. 

Both groups meet at the Woodbury Campus on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 8 pm. 

 
This February has some very exciting things in store: 

• Winter Retreat for 8th-12th Grade (February 3-6) 

 Come for tubing, broomball, cross-country skiing, worship and much more. 

• 6th and 7th grade parent night February 23 - More details coming soon! 

• We will have live worship music monthly. 

I am so excited to announce that three talented musicians (Tony Buse, Trystan Kinkade, and 

Amanda Steiner) have volunteered their time in order to provide our students contemporary 

worship music on a monthly basis. 

 

The 8th graders, through trials of skill, courage, and knowledge, 

defeated the other grades, and consequently won the year 

2021, as personified in the trophy Natalie is holding. 

mailto:students@beingthehope.org
https://www.thegrovemn.church/register-here
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VISITATION TEAM 

Congregational Care Ministers (CCMs) 

Mon., February 14, 2 pm - Zoom 

Congregational Care Ministers are lay 

volunteers who are trained to listen and 

provide emotional and spiritual support to 

others. CCMs work alongside our pastors to 

provide care and: 
 

• Connect (telephone, send cards/notes) 

with people in need of contact  

• Follow up on prayer requests 

• Meet one-on-one with people in need 

of a listening ear, offering prayers and 

encouragement* 

• Offer support to grieving families 

• Provide a presence on Sunday 

mornings for connection and prayer* 

• Serve communion to church members 

who can no longer physically 

attend worship* 

• Visit people in a hospital, in a care 

facility or who are homebound.* 
 

(*suspended during COVID pandemic) 

If you feel called to care for others as a 

CCM, or if you or someone you know 

could benefit from a visit or call from a 

CCM, contact Carolyn Winslow, Director 

of Caring Ministries, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 

or at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

HELPING HANDS TEAM 

Filling short-term immediate needs 

Through a carefully organized program, our 

hands can extend the love of God by 

offering short-term help to our church 

family members in need of transportation 

(to church or medical appointments, for 

example), meals (following surgery or 

during an immediate crisis), grocery 

shopping or assistance in other tangible 

ways. If you feel called to care for others in 

very practical and helpful ways or if you are 

in need of such assistance, contact Liz at 

liztracy@comcast.net. 

PRAYER CONNECTION TEAM 

Praying for needs in our church and community 

The Prayer Connection Team exists to present the praises and 

petitions of our church and community before the Lord. 

Confidential prayer requests may be requested to be shared 

with the pastors, the staff, the Prayer Connection Team and/or 

the congregation by making that choice at the time the prayer 

request is submitted. Contact Liz Tracy at liztracy@comcast.net 

or submit prayer requests (thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/

prayer-request). 

 

HEALTH TEAM  

Assisting with health-related issues 

This team is comprised of members who have been or still are 

employed in the healthcare field for the purpose of providing 

answers to questions from staff and ministry volunteers so 

that they can better communicate care to members experiencing 

health issues. The Director of Caring Ministries will direct 

health-related questions to the appropriate health team member 

for follow-up. Contact Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 

2nd & 4th Thursday, 10 am - Zoom 

During this time we are all experiencing a variety of losses – loss 

of social contact, loss of loved ones, job loss, physical separation 

from loved ones or loss of control, to name a few. This group 

meets to provide people with a confidential and safe space to 

explore feelings of loss and grief. Al Kleinsasser, a retired 

chaplain and one of our CCMs, facilitates this group. 

Interested? Contact Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES 

1st & 3rd Wednesday, 1 pm - Zoom 

Grandmothers with Challenges are women who have unique 

responsibilities in their role as a grandparent. During this time 

of COVID-19, grandparents may be facing new challenges. 

Join with other grandmothers for support and discussion. 

New participants are always welcome! Contact Carolyn at 

caring@beingthehope.org for more information.  

 

GUIDED CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

Saturdays, 9 am - Zoom  

Offered by Jane Sharer Maier. Guided Christian meditation can 

increase your connection to God and give you a sense of calm, 

peace and balance that can benefit both your emotional well-

being and your overall health. Interested? Connect with 

Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

Caring@BeingTheHope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 - Upstairs Office 205 

Carolyn Winslow 
Director of Caring Ministries 

mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/prayer-request
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
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Carolyn Winslow 
Director of Caring Ministries 

Caring@BeingTheHope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 - Upstairs Office 205 

 

FEBRUARY IS  
AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

Take time to educate yourself about heart health 

and symptoms of a heart attack or stroke. 

Information available from the American Heart 

Association: American Heart Association | To be a 

relentless force for a world of longer, healthier lives 

When you wear a mask, you help 

protect yourself & others from 

COVID-19. Learn more about 

the types of masks you can use to 

protect yourself and those around 

you: Types of Masks and 

Respirators | CDC 

https://www.heart.org/
https://www.heart.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
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Racial Justice Happenings 

It ’s Black History Month  
 

February is Black History month. The theme for this year is “Black Health and Wellness. Try your hand at the 

quiz below. It may help expand your knowledge as you learn more about it. 
 

1. In what year and who was the historian/activist who started Negro History Week (the precursor to 

Black History Month)? 

 a. Dr. Martin Luther King: 1960 b. Carter G. Woodhouse: 1926 

 c. Ida B. Wells: 1930 d. W.E.B. DuBois: 1935 
 

2. In what year was Black History Month first officially recognized? 

 a. 1960 b. 1946 

 c. 1952 d. 1976 
 

3. What President first officially recognized Black History Month? 

 a. President Gerald Ford b. President Lyndon Johnson 

 c. President Dwight D. Eisenhower d. President Harry Truman 
 

4. The month of February was selected for Black History Month because it included the birthdays of 

Abraham Lincoln and what notable figure that was important to black history? 

 a. Harriet Tubman b. George Washington Carver 

 c. Fredrick Douglass d. W.E.B. DuBois 
 

5. What President signed the Civil Rights Act 

 a. Franklin D. Roosevelt b. Jack Kennedy 

 c. Larry Truman d. Lyndon B. Johnson 
 

6. When was Medicare legislation passed ensuring that only desegregated hospitals could be 

reimbursed for medical care? 

 a 1960 b. 1965 

 c. 1958 d. 1970 
 

Answers: 1) b; 2) d; 3) a; 4)c ; 5) d; 6) b 

 
 

Personal Reflection by Betsy Stites 
 

I am a registered nurse by background and graduated from Duke University in Durham, NC. At the time I was 

in school from 1959 to 1963, segregation was in full force. As a student nurse, I cared for black patients on 

“public wards” and white patients in private, semi-private or four bed rooms. The ”public wards” had one large 

room with 8–10 beds lined up on each side of a main aisle. There was a curtain between beds for privacy. Good 

health care, actually most healthcare, was out of reach for African-Americans until the Medicare Bill was signed.  
 

There were “colored” restrooms and water fountains. I can remember going to the movies when the first “West 

Side Story” came out. All the black patrons sat in the balcony while the white patrons sat on the first floor. It was 

the time of the soda fountain sit-ins in Durham. Black History Month is a stark reminder for me of how far we 

have come and how far we have to go. 
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The Grove United Methodist Church 

(The Grove) has a 
  

well-established endowment fund. 
  

Hope for the Future. 
  

The fund is designated to help you and your 
  

family establish a legacy gift 
  

where a portion of your gift (up to 3%) 
  

is distributed annually to the ministry 
  

cause of your choice. 

  

Plan A Gift to Your Church  

Including your church doesn’t mean forsaking 

your children. You can provide for both. 

Simply state in your will or estate the following:  
 
  

I give The Grove United Methodist 

Church Hope for the Future Endowment 

Fund a specific dollar amount or a 

percentage of my estate, to be used by the 

church for the designated need(s) of my 

choice: general purpose, scholarships, 

missions, capital needs, and/or worship and 

music. (Suggested language for will.) 
 

  

Your planned gift will make a much greater 

impact than you can imagine. It may also 

provide you with significant tax advantages. 

 
  

 For more information please contact  

Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at 

651-738-0305, ext. 13 or at 

dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org 

 

SATURDAY 

SUPPER CLUB 
 

February 26 

5-6 pm both campuses 
 

Food insecurity continues to be a huge issue in 

South Washington County. To help meet this need, 

SoWashCo CARES has partnered with local non-

profits to provide a free meal-to-go every Saturday 

somewhere in South Washington County. As part of 

this Saturday Supper Club, The Grove provides free 

meal curbside pick-up at both our Woodbury and 

Cottage Grove locations on the fourth Saturday of 

each month. No pre-registration is required. Meals 

will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 

We need your help in promoting the Saturday 

Supper Club. If you know of someone who could 

use a meal for any reason, please tell them about the 

supper club. If they have difficulty picking up a meal, 

offer to pick up a meal for them and deliver it to 

their home.  
 

We need volunteers to prepare and package the 

food in the Woodbury kitchen. Half the food will be 

transported to the Cottage Grove campus site for 

curbside pick up at that location. A volunteer who is 

able to lift heavy crates with a bigger vehicle is 

needed to bring the food to the refrigerator at the 

Cottage Grove Planting Project. Volunteers are also 

needed to hand out the free meals curbside at The 

Grove in Woodbury.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - MONTHLY! 
You can sign up to volunteer for these activities 

CLICK HERE (ttsu.me/freemeal).  
 

QUESTIONS? Contact Delores Hedrick at 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net. 

mailto:dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
https://ttsu.me/freemeal
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
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Pack 56 Keeps on 

Meeting Outdoors 
 

Cub Scout Pack 56 held its December Pack Meeting in 

our south parking lot. This was a special meeting to 

celebrate their fall fund-raising success and have a good 

time. There were several activities that took place and one 

was which den could wrap their den leader in Christmas 

paper the best. I’m not sure who won, but it was fun 

watching little Cub Scouts trying to wrap our taller 

den leaders. 

 

Another favorite activity is for the top fundraisers to throw 

pies in the face of their Cubmaster and each den leader. 

The first one to take a hit was Cubmaster Scott Hunter 

who was plastered by the highest selling Cub Scout. Each 

of the den leaders dutifully took off their winter coats to 

taste the good fortune of their top den seller. The Cub 

Scouts sold popcorn and/or Christmas wreaths. 

 

After plastering all of their leaders, the Cub Scouts lined 

up to select their prize from a couple of tables loaded with 

fun items. They took turns going from the top seller down 

to the lowest. Another fun activity was a giant snowball fight 

with rolled up socks. It was scouts against their parents. 

The parents were only allowed to lob the socks at the 

scouts. The socks were later washed along with new ones 

donated and given to the local Boys and Girls Clubs. 

 

As COVID continues to make it hard to meet and conduct 

scouting activities, we always talk about keeping the “out” 

in scouting. Pack 56 is clearly doing this after holding their 

Halloween party at night in our south parking lot and more 

recently this December Pack meeting.  

 

Anyone wanting to join Cub Scouts is encouraged to go to 

the website www.JoinCubs.com. Anyone interested in 

joining BSA Scouting for boys or girls should contact Dick 

Hansen, Chartered Organization Representative for The 

Grove UMC, at cdhansen@comcast.net. 

 

http://www.JoinCubs.com
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CONNECT & GROW MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Sunday, March 27, 4-5:30 pm 

Gathering Rm. - Childcare provided 
Learn about our congregation, its ministries, its 

values, and the meaning of membership. Find 

opportunities to grow through study, service, and 

fellowship. If you plan to attend please contact 

Pastor Dan Wetterstrom, 

dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org. 

 

FAITH BUILDERS - Women’s Book Study 

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am—Buy your own book 

In person or via Zoom depending 

on COVID rates  
 

Until March 2, Atlas of the Heart 
by Brene Brown will take us on a 

journey through emotions and 

experiences that define what it 

means to be human. As she maps 

the necessary skills and an 

actionable framework for 

meaningful connection, she gives us the language and 

tools to access a universe of new choices and second 

chances—a universe where we can share and steward 

the stories of our bravest and most heartbreaking 

moments with one another in a way that builds 

connection.  

Questions or if you want to join, contact Jan Slagter, 

jslagter1949@gmail.com or Delores Hedrick, 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net . 

 

GROWING IN FAITH 

Fridays, 10 am-11:30 am 

Women seeking to explore faith perspectives 

through books and other resources while forming 

relationships.Contact Betty Schilling, 

bettyaschi@gmail.com 

 

DRUM CIRCLE 

1st and 3rd Friday, 7-8:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

For individuals and families living with Autism/

Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or 

social challenges who likes music, rhythm and 

dance. Questions? Contact Dick Hansen, 

cdhansen@comcast.net. 

READERS BOOK CLUB 

Monday, February 14, 7-8 pm, Zoom 

All readers are invited to join in the lively discussion, 

laughter, and fellowship. The February book will be 

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert 

Dugoni. The March book will be The Code Girls by 

Lisa Munday. Questions? Contact Darlene 

Wetterstrom at darwetterstrom@comcast.net. 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY FOR MOMS 

Wednesdays, Starting February 9, 6:30-8 pm 

Are you ready to make time for yourself, and to grow 

your relationship with other 

moms and with God?  

Join this new group on 

Wednesday evenings. To make 

it easier on your schedule, the 

group will meet at the same time 

as your middle and high school 

student. Questions or the sign up, contact Tara Van 

Berkom at tara@vanberkom.net or at 651-332-6599. 

 

FAITH KEEPERS UMW 

Thursday, February 17, 10 am, Gathering Rm 

This group meets monthly for fellowship and study. 

As a unit of the United Methodist Women, they work 

to support the vision and goals of this organization. 

Questions? Contact Carolyn Winslow at 

(caring@beingthehope.org). ALL are welcome! 

 
DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD 

FAITH IN ACTION UMW 

Thursday, February 10, 1-4 pm, Atrium 

Putting muscle into our belief is Faith in Action's 

reason to be. This group is still collecting sewing 

materials. You may join a sewing bee on February 10 

(masked and distanced), or pick up patterns in the 

office to make the dress at home. Return finished 

dresses to the church office by February 20. When 

COVID numbers decline, the group would like to 

host a large group in-person sewing bee, date TBD. 

Questions? Contact Jan at jslagter1949@gmail.com. 

mailto:dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org
mailto:jslagter49@gmail.com
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
mailto:bettyaschi@gmail.com
mailto:cdhansen@comcast.net
mailto:darwetterstrom@comcast.net
mailto:darwetterstrom@comcast.net
mailto:caring@beingthehope.org
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com
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SMALL GROUPS  
Check our website or Clippings for updates. 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Friday, February 4, 12-6 pm, Fellowship Hall 

To donate blood call the Red Cross at 800-733-

2767 for an appointment. Make an appointment 

online or find other blood drives at 

www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-

drive.Volunteer to staff sign up table or the snack 

table shifts 12-3 pm or 3-6 pm. Contact Jan Slagter 

at jslagter1949@gmail.com or at 651-739-7719. 

 

FOOD SHELF 

The food shelf is in constant need of toilet paper, 

diapers, toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo 

and deodorant. Bring donated items to the Plaza. 

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church! 

ORDER T-SHIRTS 

https://thegrovemn.church 

Register Here 

GIVING ENVELOPES 
Do you like to use pre-printed envelopes 

to mail in or drop off your offering? 
 

We have a new process! 
 

We are now handling all giving 

envelopes through our church office. 
 

If you need envelopes, email 

recordsregistration@beingthehope.org or 

call the office at 651-738-0305, ext. 112. 

7465 Steepleview Road  
Woodbury, MN 55125  

thegrovemn.church  

2022 Summer Brochure will be available on February 7! 

Volunteer Opportunity! 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Saturday, February 12, 9-11 am 

Eagan Location: 990 Lone Oake Road, 

Suite 136, Eagan, 55121 
 

20 spots are reserved. Masks are required. 

To sign up or for more details contact 

Dawn Walker dawn.walker@msn.com to  

PLEASE SIGN UP BY FEBRUARY 9.  

http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com?subject=Red%20Cross%20Blood%20Drive
https://thegrovemn.church
mailto:recordsregistration@beingthehope.org
mailto:dawn.walker@msn.com
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Play is the foundation to our children’s development and outdoor 

play in natural spaces has proven to be especially beneficial.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Playground Committee is ready to take a BIG step in the playground’s expansion and redesign this 

summer. Fundraising has been taking place for this since 2015 and is still ongoing. The Grove Playground 

will incorporate the surrounding landscape and vegetation to bring nature to student’s outdoor play and 

learning environment.  
 

Highlights for this summer: 

• Retaining wall and new fence. Footprint of playground doubles!  

• Excavation and water management  

• Landings at entry gate for safety  

• Sandbox expansion 

• Embankment slide and berm 

• Replacement of pea rock to mulch and grass 

• Installation of large playset  

• Addition of musical instruments TBD - based on funding 

• Installation of balance log, log steppers, natural table and stools  

• Construction and installation of playhouses, mud kitchen, and storage 
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Woodbury Preschool ….. cont’d 

Gathering time for the preschool has a new look this year. Ms. Nicole Suyak, The Minister to 

Families with Kids here at The Grove goes into the 4’s and 5’s preschool students classrooms 

once a week for 15 minutes.During her time with each class, she tells a Bible story from the 

Godly Play curriculum and has a hands-on activity or a craft that she will do with them. 



Office hours at the Woodbury 

campus are Monday-Friday,  

8 am-3 pm (Fridays 8 am-12 pm 

during the summer). The phone 

will be answered during those 

hours. When the phone is not 

answered, leave a private 

message for any member of the 

staff. Directions are given on the 

phone system.  
 

Church Leadership 

The responsibility for the 

day-to-day administrative tasks 

of the church has been invested 

in the Core Team. The team 

functions as the primary 

lay-clergy partnership to 

provide guidance and direction 

to ministries. 
 

Charlie Maier – Chair 

Jill Easton – Secretary 

Roberta Wiig – Business Adm. 

Linda Kleinsasser 

Rev. Kelly Lamon 

Rick Osborn 

Kathy Parker 

Jay Stroebel 

Rev. Jeremy Peters 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom  
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Cottage Grove Location 

8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Woodbury Location 

7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Email: office@beingthehope.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org 

Rev. Kelly Lamon, Executive Pastor — klamon@beingthehope.org 

Rev. Jeremy Peters, Planting Pastor — jpeters@beingthehope.org 

Nicole Suyak, Minister to Families w/Kids — nsuyak@beingthehope.org 

Marc Ives, Minister to Families w/Students —students@beingthehope.org  

Carolyn Winslow, Director of Caring Ministries — caring@beingthehope.org 

Kelly Reese, Family Ministry Program Assistant — 

familyassistant@beingthehope.org 

Robin Muscoplat, Media Specialist, mediaspecialist@beingthehope.org 

Tara Van Berkom, Records & Registration Manager — 

recordsregistration@beingthehope.org 

Roberta Wiig, Business Administrator — finance@beingthehope.org 

Maria Rella, Office Manager & Building Scheduler — 

mrella@beingthehope.org 

Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — jtousignant@beingthehope.org 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com 

Lou Ann Henderson, Woodbury Chancel Choir Director — 

davelou@centurylink.net 

Tony Buse, Audio Technician 
 

WOODBURY PRESCHOOL AT THE GROVE 
Julie Johnson, Woodbury Preschool at The Grove — 

 wpps@beingthehope.org 

mailto:dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org
mailto:klamon@beingthehope.org

