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 INSITES  

TheGroveMN.church 

Office@ 

Being 

TheHope.org 

651-738-0305 

Ext. 111 

youtube.com/ 

c/thegrovemnchurch 

JANUARY 2022 

Sermon Series 
 

January 2 
Scraps and Slips 

Communion: The power of remembering.  
 

January 9 
Pass the Hat 

Stewardship: The power of generosity.  
 

January 16 
Say You, Say Me 

Liturgy: The power of words in community.  
 

January 23 
Dunk and Dip 

Baptism: Power in the vows.  

TheGroveMN.church
mailto:Office@%20Being
mailto:Office@%20Being
mailto:Office@%20Being
youtube.com/
youtube.com/
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A lot of myths exist about immigrants. “They are lazy.” 

“They take American jobs.” “They are a drain on society.” 

These negative and inaccurate stereotypes has helped fuel 

anger and hatred towards those “different from us.” 

However, research demonstrates that immigrants provide 

many valuable contributions to America and myths are far 

from reality:  

 

MYTH: IMMIGRANTS ARE A DRAIN ON SOCIETY - 

THEY DON’T PAY TAXES AND GET FREE SERVICES 
 

According to Steve Yale-Loehr, professor of immigration 

law at Cornell Law School, immigrants pay the same 

taxes as U.S. citizens, even if they are undocumented 

because they risk being deported if they don’t. 

Immigrants pay billions of dollars in local, state and 

federal taxes for services they sometimes cannot use 

because of their immigrant status. 

 

MYTH: IMMIGRANTS ARE POORLY EDUCATED. 

HOW CAN THEY POSSIBLY CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING 

OF VALUE? 
 

Almost 50% of immigrants to the USA over the age of 

25 are college educated. Up to 25% of our physicians 

are immigrants. They supply innovation, entrepreneurial 

energy and a desire to improve. And educated (or not) 

they fill vacant jobs that cannot always be filled 

by Americans. 

 

MYTH: U.S. HAS TOO MANY PEOPLE. ADDING 

IMMIGRANTS CAUSES A POPULATION EXPLOSION 
 

We are not growing! America had the slowest population 

growth since the 1930s the decade between 2010 - 2020. 

We need people to help support the economy as well as 

provide social security for the retired and immigrants fill 

that need. 

 

Immigrants add diversity and bring us new ideas and 

customs. They provide traditions, food and language that 

complement, not compete with our societal values. 

Immigrants provide a backbone in our lives and without 

them our society, economy and population growth 

will suffer!  

IMMIGRATION 101 
Part 4 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:38 NRSV 

Continue your immigration experience: 
 

• Add this prayer to your daily devotions: 

Blessed are You, Holy Spirit. You work in 
the hearts of all to bring about harmony 
and goodwill. Strengthen us to welcome 
those from other lands, other cultures and 
religions, that we may live in human 
solidarity and in hope. Help us to be willing 
to accept and embrace the differences that 
exist because we know that we are all 
created in God’s image and therefore have 
much more in common than we do 
differences. AMEN 

• Share an immigration story by contacting a 

Compassion and Justice Team Member 

Compassion & Justice Team Members 
 

Cheryl Glazebrook, cherylglazebrook@comcast.net 
 

Jan Slagter, jsslagter1949@gmail.com 
 

 

Pat Marzolf, patmarzolf@aol.com 
 

Abigail Sengendo, abcamiller@gmail.com  
 

Ruth Watkins, rawatkins12@gmail.com 
 

Robin Beckman, mrpabeck@comcast.net 

mailto:cherylglazebrook@comcast.net
mailto:jsslagter1949@gmail.com
mailto:patmarzolf@aol.com
mailto:abcamiller@gmail.com
mailto:rawatkins12@gmail.com
mailto:mrpabeck@comcast.net


Just as with a ripple in a pond, 

Phase II is the opportunity to reach out and into the congregation 

so others can engage more fully in this important work. 
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Racial Justice Happenings 

The Racial Justice strategic plan was presented to the Core Team at the beginning of December. The document 

summarizes Phase 1 of the work around racial justice and is the culmination of a year long journey of the Racial 

Justice Steering Committee (RJSC). It included input and involvement from the Core Team and staff. 

 

The strategic plan identified recommendations for goals and actions for Phase II for The Grove beginning in 

January 2022. With any major cultural change initiative, it is important to begin with increased awareness, 

information and knowledge. That is what the RJSC, Core Team and staff have been about this last year. Now it 

is time to share learnings and support the congregation in growing their racial justice lens. 

 

The members of the RJSC and our consultant, Richard Webb, met on December 12 to celebrate and reflect on 

their year-long undertaking. Some of the reflections included: 

 

• Many have read racial justice books and watched movies they never would have selected. 

• There has been increased awareness of what white privilege is and how it impacts their own life and 

society in general. 

• According to one individual, there was a recognition of the loss of brain power through slavery and 

the Jim Crow eras and the evolution of systemic prejudice. 

• There has been increased courage to have uncomfortable conversations with family and friends 

about racial justice issues. 

• The work has prompted the importance of looking at the news with a racial justice lens and noticing 

when injustice is inherent in our systems of government, policing and others. 

• Participating in the racial justice effort has stimulated discussion about ways for The Grove to 

incorporate a racial justice lens to inform all areas of mission and outreach. 

 

According to all the RJSC committees, it has been a rich and valuable opportunity to grow in our understanding 

and to provide new ways for us to live out our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ.  

 

Phase I provided a foundation for the important work 

that lies ahead as we seek to strengthen and bring 

the Welcome Statement fully alive.  
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The Mission statement of the Pride Team: The Grove Church believes that every person is a 
beloved child of God, wonderfully made in God’s image. The Grove Pride Team advocates for 
full inclusion and affirmation of LGBT+ people in our church and community by initiating 
conversations, celebrating diversity, promoting education, advocating justice and challenging 
anti-LGBT+ prejudice, bigotry, and hate.  

Pride Team Update by Rev. Kelley Lamon 

Because of COVID safety, the PRIDE team met 

outside the church on Steepleview for our October 

2020 meeting. The brisk air and strange looks from 

those passing by made the evening memorable, but 

what made it even more memorable was the 

discussion in the team. The pause with in-person 

ministry allowed the team time to reflect more 

deeply. We honestly asked ourselves, “Is The Grove 

really a church where those who identify as 

LGBTQIA+ can feel like they belong?”  

 

At that point, 15-months ago, I was pretty defeated 

and shared it with the team. I talked about other 

United Methodist Churches, who don’t have as 

strong as a welcome statement, with active members 

of the LGBTQIA+ community. The team lamented 

how nearly everyone on the PRIDE team is an ally. 

The group pondered what it might feel like to come 

to The Grove if you are a same-gender couple. The 

team wondered what a non-binary or transgender 

person might feel like when looking for a restroom in 

the church. The team wondered if the community 

even knows about our welcome statement unless they 

came through our doors. While we had a 20-year 

vision to be open and affirming, we got honest about 

how our community still didn’t represent the diversity 

we hoped. 

 

Even as your pastor, I’m not sure how Holy Spirit 

breakthroughs happen. I just know they do happen. 

And I kind of feel like there was something stirred 

by our lamenting and honest heartbreak that evening. 

And oh my, things have changed in the last 

15 months. 

 

• Our rainbow door signs tell the 

community who we are. And people 

from the community have told us the 

signs matter.  

• Bidding is underway for the universal 

design family restrooms.  

• Those who might identify under the 

rainbow umbrella are leaders in 

various ministries.  

• We have a support group meeting 

regularly for parents who have children 

who identify as LGBTQIA+. 

• Our student ministry demographics 

represent the diversity we want to see 

across the whole church.  

• Other allies in the church are seeking 

opportunities for learning to enhance 

their advocacy.  

• Community members seek out care and 

support from The Grove when they are 

sorting out their identity.  

• In this last year, we are thankful for 

folks who identify as LGBTQIA+ who 

have made The Grove their 

faith community.  

 

The hard work of advocacy and representation 

takes time. The arc of justice is never a straight line. 

But I am so proud of The PRIDE team of The 

Grove—every person who has served over the last 

20-some years—to bring us to the new life we are 

feeling now.  
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BLIZZARD 
BEACH BASH 
Saturday, January 22 from 1-3 pm 

A Guaranteed Mosquito-free Event 
 
Are you tired of winter? Do you 

miss summer? Do you find 

mosquitoes annoying? Join us 

outside at the Cottage Grove 

campus on January 22 for: 

 Fun games for all ages 

 Unique photo opportunities 

(Have you been canoeing in 

the snow before?) 

 Treats - both warm and cold 

 Bonfire 

 And more! 

 If you are able, please bring an 

item to donate to the Friends 

in Need Food Shelf. 

Dress warm and celebrate the 

memory of warmer times. 

There’s only 150 more days till 

summer starts! 

It’s a sprint to the starting line! 

 

In 2019, Pastor Jeremy and his family moved to Cottage Grove with 

the vision for a vibrant, intergenerational church for South 

Washington County. Though the following two years included 

building relationships, gathering partners, and serving the 

community, the COVID-19 pandemic pushed the launch of public 

worship to early 2022.  
 

And now here we are! 
 

On January 2 at 10 am, The Grove will launch weekly 

public worship at its new Cottage Grove location. While this 

is the culmination of years of blood, sweat, and tears, it is only the 

beginning of our next phase of working to grow goodness in Cottage 

Grove. Each and every Sunday, our hope is to continually expand 

our circle of inclusion by creating a worship environment that 

deepens our curiosity and nurtures healing, wholeness, and beauty. 
 

Over the coming weeks, 15,000 mailers will be landing in mailboxes 

around the community inviting people to The Grove - Cottage 

Grove. But you can help support us in this launch season even more 

effectively than mass marketing could do! 

• Join us in praying over launch Sunday on January 2 and 

the entire launch season. If you’re not yet on the prayer 

update list, sign up at thegrovecg.church/pray 

Join us at one of our launch season worship services. You can help 

new people feel welcome just by your presence. Choose a date and 

sign up here: https://ttsu.me/cgworship 

• Join us in telling other people about The Grove’s new 

Cottage Grove location. Who do you know who would 

find a vibrant new church compelling? Tell them to check 

out thegrovecg.church 

https://ttsu.me/cgworship
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A Monthly Feature Highlighting Ministries We Support Through our Being the Hope Campaign  

Brittany’s Place is Minnesota’s largest safe shelter for trafficked and exploited girls. Established 

in 2014 on St. Paul’s East Side, it provides a safe and supportive environment that empowers 

girls and young women aged 10-18 to lead healthy lives. Open 24/7/365, staff provide young 

women and girls from across Minnesota shelter, health care, clothing, education, therapy and 

employment for as long as needed. 

 

At Brittany’s Place, victims of commercial sex trafficking or those at risk for sexual exploitation 

build self-esteem and move forward in positive, new directions. This organization makes it 

possible for young women and girls to leave exploitive relationships, re-build self-esteem, 

discover new strengths, and build valuable skills for healthy development. More information for 

Brittany’s Place can be found at https://www.180degrees.org.  

 

Being the Hope has given $1,000 to this organization. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1982, the women of Simpson United Methodist Church located in Minneapolis looked 

outside and saw their neighbors sleeping on the steps of their church. They invited them inside 

for shelter. From there, Simpson Housing grew to serve 2,000 people a year by providing 

shelter, support, and services to help people find homes. 

 

Today, Simpson Housing continues to be a leading non-profit in providing supportive services 

to individuals who are experiencing homelessness. In 2020 with the murder of George Floyd 

and in the midst of the pandemic, they transitioned from offering overnight shelter to 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week, so people could safely shelter in place. For more information, please 

visit https://www.simpsonhousing.org  

 

Being the Hope has given $1,000 to this organization. 

https://www.180degrees.org
https://www.simpsonhousing.org
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SMALL GROUPS  
Check our website or Clippings for updates. 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Friday, February 4, 12-6 pm, Fellowship Hall 

To donate blood call the Red Cross at 800-733-

2767 for an appointment. Make an appointment 

online or find other blood drives at 

www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-

drive.Volunteer to staff sign up table or the snack 

table shifts 12-3 pm or 3-6 pm. Contact Jan Slagter 

at jslagter1949@gmail.com or at 651-739-7719. 

 

FOOD SHELF 

The food shelf is in constant need of toilet paper, 

diapers, toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo 

and deodorant. Bring donated items to the Plaza. 

In the Know - - - News You Need about Your Church! 

Did you know that year-end giving is key to the 

church balancing its books for 2021? Historically, 

15%-20% of giving comes in during the month of 

December. 2021 was an exciting year at The Grove. 

Despite the pandemic, ministry flourished. In the 

midst of a tragedy in our parsonage and the disruption 

of the fire, we continued to reflect God’s love to all 

and grow goodness. You can give online, or in 

worship, or drop off a check in the church office.  

OFFICE HOURS: The office will not be open on 

December 27 in observance of the Christmas holiday. 

The office will be open December 28-30, 8 am to 

3 pm. The finance office will be open December 31, 

10 am to 2 pm. Thank you for your generosity.  

Tools for Giving 
 

To understand the Grove's three campaigns: 

https://thegrovemn.church/giving/stewardship-guide 
 

"Give Now" or set up recurring giving: 

https://thegrovemn.church/giving 
 

Instructions on stock transfers: 

https://thegrovemn.church/giving/stock-transfer 
 

You can give online or drop off a check in the church 

office by Friday, December 31 to count as a 

contribution for 2021. 
 

Questions? Reach out to Roberta Wigg at  

finance@beingthehope.org 
 

Thanks again for your 

AMAZING GENEROSITY! 

ORDER T-SHIRTS 

https://thegrovemn.church 

Register Here 

GIVING ENVELOPES 
Do you like to use pre-printed envelopes 

to mail in or drop off your offering? 
 

We have a new process! 
 

We are now handling all giving 

envelopes through our church office. 
 

If you need envelopes, email 

recordsregistration@beingthehope.org or 

call the office at 651-738-0305, ext. 112. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com?subject=Red%20Cross%20Blood%20Drive
https://thegrovemn.church/giving/stewardship-guide?fbclid=IwAR3CA24WkkgJicKNs9LdbAXL4D5tA7VWZ3kwwageYG83yuBOABLXwR3zF04
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthegrovemn.church%2Fgiving%2Fonline-giving%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0x1H-2ICUT3nACPivkkz6LtkdEeg1ehOuxkwZPA20KK9k21QGyOkjTGyI&h=AT39OC6iTJgIWsdgXSscxwfh0GuxFhS-bA_Ex9F62USz6Q1S5pzwM1ig8nDAQnn4J4HetWHFmyhPqVx0K4E_1qSBhUjJEwOc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthegrovemn.church%2Fgiving%2Fstock-transfer%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0hvfoUidFwNHG9bxdo_BseZM8czVlqFCWTgAacaQ2u4tUN4ytV7H1Ta84&h=AT0XSV3O1M6ugBuSfDB6yokMDzzI5VVTPk1yD2zJMw5hcGfs1nObTFt279Wc2vU_4BxjYC0NEBpeQ5u_VJigCCKcUPA174o
mailto:finance@beingthehope.org
https://thegrovemn.church
mailto:recordsregistration@beingthehope.org


Do you have a 2
nd
 through 5

th
 grader?  

 

In mid-January, a kids small group will begin. 

This is a great opportunity for your kid(s) to 

meet other church kids their age, build 

relationships, and have FUN! 
 

Please reach out to Nicole if you are 

interested at nsuyak@beingthehope.org. 
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Nicole Suyak 

Minister to Families with Kids 

nsuyak@beingthehope.org 651-738-0305, ext. 119 kids 

Kindergarten Milestone:  

We Worship 
January 9, 11:45 am-1 pm 

  

We will explore what it means to worship 

as a Christian. Find out what we do here 

at The Grove on Sunday mornings and 

how you can worship God every day. 

2021 Kid’s Christmas Program 
 

Thank you to all of the families who 

participated in this years Christmas Program!  

mailto:nsuyak@beingthehope.org
mailto:nsuyak@beingthehope.org
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students Marc Ives, Minister to Families with Students 

students@beingthehope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 121 

Middle School and High School Ministry is in-person. 
 

Registration is open for Middle School and High School Student Ministry. 
www.thegrovemn.church/registerhere 

 

FROG is now Middle School Ministry and is for 6th – 8th grades. 

JOLT is now High School Ministry and is for 9th – 12th grades. 

Both groups meet at the Woodbury Campus on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 8 pm. 

Thank you to Pastor Dan for stepping up to lead the middle schoolers these past few months for Student 

Minister Marc to focus on high schoolers and planning. Between the fire and Christmas break, youth 

group did not get to meet much this December, but a lot of good work was done behind the scenes. 

Curriculum was formatted, calendars were organized, and ideas materialized into reality.  

 

Upcoming Information 

A ski trip is being planned for February, but is still in the early phases, so look forward to that. Also, there 

are plans on testing out some Wednesday night format changes in January. 

mailto:students@beingthehope.org
http://www.thegrovemn.church/registerhere
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VISITATION TEAM 

Congregational Care Ministers (CCMs) 

Mon., January 10, 2 pm - Rm. 201 

Congregational Care Ministers are lay 

volunteers who are trained to listen and 

provide emotional and spiritual support to 

others. CCMs work alongside our pastors to 

provide care and: 
 

• Connect (telephone, send cards/notes) 

with people in need of contact  

• Follow up on prayer requests 

• Meet one-on-one with people in need 

of a listening ear, offering prayers and 

encouragement* 

• Offer support to grieving families 

• Provide a presence on Sunday 

mornings for connection and prayer* 

• Serve communion to church members 

who can no longer physically 

attend worship* 

• Visit people in a hospital, in a care 

facility or who are homebound.* 
 

(*suspended during COVID pandemic) 

If you feel called to care for others as a 

CCM, or if you or someone you know 

could benefit from a visit or call from a 

CCM, contact Carolyn Winslow, Director 

of Caring Ministries, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 

or at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

HELPING HANDS TEAM 

Filling short-term immediate needs 

Through a carefully organized program, our 

hands can extend the love of God by 

offering short-term help to our church 

family members in need of transportation 

(to church or medical appointments, for 

example), meals (following surgery or 

during an immediate crisis), grocery 

shopping or assistance in other tangible 

ways. If you feel called to care for others in 

very practical and helpful ways or if you are 

in need of such assistance, contact Liz at 

liztracy@comcast.net. 

PRAYER CONNECTION TEAM 

Praying for needs in our church and community 

The Prayer Connection Team exists to present the praises and 

petitions of our church and community before the Lord. 

Confidential prayer requests may be requested to be shared 

with the pastors, the staff, the Prayer Connection Team and/or 

the congregation by making that choice at the time the prayer 

request is submitted. Contact Liz Tracy at liztracy@comcast.net 

or submit prayer requests (thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/

prayer-request). 

 

HEALTH TEAM  

Assisting with health-related issues 

This team is comprised of members who have been or still are 

employed in the healthcare field for the purpose of providing 

answers to questions from staff and ministry volunteers so 

that they can better communicate care to members experiencing 

health issues. The Director of Caring Ministries will direct 

health-related questions to the appropriate health team member 

for follow-up. Contact Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 

2nd & 4th Thursday, 10am - Zoom 

During this time we are all experiencing a variety of losses – loss 

of social contact, loss of loved ones, job loss, physical separation 

from loved ones or loss of control, to name a few. This group 

meets to provide people with a confidential and safe space to 

explore feelings of loss and grief. Al Kleinsasser, a retired 

chaplain and one of our CCMs, facilitates this group. 

Interested? Contact Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

 

GRANDMOTHERS WITH CHALLENGES 

1st & 3rd Wednesday, 1 pm - Zoom 

Grandmothers with Challenges are women who have unique 

responsibilities in their role as a grandparent. During this time 

of COVID-19, grandparents may be facing new challenges. 

Join with other grandmothers for support and discussion. 

New participants are always welcome! Contact Carolyn at 

caring@beingthehope.org for more information.  

 

GUIDED CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

Saturdays, 9 am - Zoom  

Offered by Jane Sharer Maier. Guided Christian meditation can 

increase your connection to God and give you a sense of calm, 

peace and balance that can benefit both your emotional well-

being and your overall health. Interested? Connect with 

Carolyn at caring@beingthehope.org. 

Caring@BeingTheHope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 - Upstairs Office 205 

Carolyn Winslow 
Director of Caring Ministries 

mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
mailto:liztracy@comcast.net?subject=Helping%20Hands
thegrovemn.church/ages-and-stages/prayer-request
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
mailto:caring@BeingTheHope.org?subject=Congregational%20Care%20Ministers
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Carolyn Winslow 
Director of Caring Ministries 

Caring@BeingTheHope.org, 651-738-0305, ext. 129 - Upstairs Office 205 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Thank You 

During worship services on November 28 The Grove held a blessing of prayer shawls and prayer squares, which 

are given by our Visitation Team to folks in our Grove community who may be experiencing a more challenging 

time in their life. Through this ministry we have provided 26 folks with a prayer shawl and many others with a 

prayer square, both tangible expressions of our love, care, and concern. 

 

Thank you to the many talented & generous women who have provided crocheted/knitted shawls and squares 

for this ministry. We are grateful and blessed. 

Jill Easton Cyndie Hansen (Sadie-jo Kobussen’s mom) Dianna Knack 

Patty Medlicott Sandy Osborn Jan Potthoff  

Robin Radtke Kelly Reese Mary Esther Seifers  

Jan Slagter Susan Walther 
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The Grove United Methodist Church 

(The Grove) has a 
  

well-established endowment fund. 
  

Hope for the Future. 
  

The fund is designated to help you and your 
  

family establish a legacy gift 
  

where a portion of your gift (up to 3%) 
  

is distributed annually to the ministry 
  

cause of your choice. 

  

Plan A Gift to Your Church  

Including your church doesn’t mean forsaking 

your children. You can provide for both. 

Simply state in your will or estate the following:  
 
  

I give The Grove United Methodist 

Church Hope for the Future Endowment 

Fund a specific dollar amount or a 

percentage of my estate, to be used by the 

church for the designated need(s) of my 

choice: general purpose, scholarships, 

missions, capital needs, and/or worship and 

music. (Suggested language for will.) 
 

  

Your planned gift will make a much greater 

impact than you can imagine. It may also 

provide you with significant tax advantages. 

 
  

 For more information please contact  

Pastor Dan Wetterstrom at 

651-738-0305, ext. 13 or at 

dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org 

 

SATURDAY 

SUPPER CLUB 
 

January 22 

5-6 pm both campuses 
 

Food insecurity continues to be a huge issue in 

South Washington County. To help meet this need, 

SoWashCo CARES has partnered with local non-

profits to provide a free meal-to-go every Saturday 

somewhere in South Washington County. As part of 

this Saturday Supper Club, The Grove provides free 

meal curbside pick-up at both our Woodbury and 

Cottage Grove locations on the fourth Saturday of 

each month. No pre-registration is required. Meals 

will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 

We need your help in promoting the Saturday 

Supper Club. If you know of someone who could 

use a meal for any reason, please tell them about the 

supper club. If they have difficulty picking up a meal, 

offer to pick up a meal for them and deliver it to 

their home.  
 

We need volunteers to prepare and package the 

food in the Woodbury kitchen. Half the food will be 

transported to the Cottage Grove campus site for 

curbside pick up at that location. A volunteer who is 

able to lift heavy crates with a bigger vehicle is 

needed to bring the food to the refrigerator at the 

Cottage Grove Planting Project. Volunteers are also 

needed to hand out the free meals curbside at The 

Grove in Woodbury.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - MONTHLY! 
You can sign up to volunteer for these activities 

CLICK HERE (ttsu.me/freemeal).  
 

QUESTIONS? Contact Delores Hedrick at 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net. 

mailto:dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org
https://ttsu.me/freemeal
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
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CONNECT & GROW MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Sunday, January 30, 4-5:30 pm 

Gathering Rm. - Childcare provided 
Learn about our congregation, its ministries, its values, 

and the meaning of membership. Find opportunities 

to grow through study, service, and fellowship. If you 

plan to attend please contact Pastor Dan Wetterstrom, 

dwetterstrom@BeingTheHope.org. 

 

FAITH BUILDERS  

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 am, Chapel 

This study group will read Staying Awake by Tyler 

Sit. With Staying Awake, Tyler Sit–church planter, 

missional innovator, and now compellingly honest 

author–invites saints and skeptics alike to grasp 

Christianity from the places where Jesus could so often 

be found, with the minimized, marginalized, and 

sidelined. If we let it, this book has the power to wake 

up the sleep-walking church and send us out with the 

compassion, clarity, and mission of Jesus. Questions 

or if you want to join, contact Jan Slagter, 

jslagter1949@gmail.com or Delores Hedrick, 

deloreshedrick@comcast.net . 

 

GROWING IN FAITH 

Fridays, 10 am-11:30 am 

Women seeking to explore faith perspectives through 

books and other resources while forming relationships. 

Please contact Betty Schilling, bettyaschi@gmail.com 

 

READERS BOOK CLUB 

Monday, January 10, 7-8 pm, Zoom 

All readers are invited to join in the lively discussion, 

laughter, and fellowship. The January book is The 
Dutch House by Ann Patchett. The February book will 

be The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert 

Dugoni. Questions? Contact Darlene Wetterstrom at 

darwetterstrom@comcast.net. 

 

DRUM CIRCLE 

1st and 3rd Friday, 7-8:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

For individuals and families living with Autism/

Asperger’s, and for anyone with disabilities or social 

challenges who likes music, rhythm and dance. 

Questions? Contact Dick Hansen, 

cdhansen@comcast.net. 

FAITH KEEPERS UMW 

Thursday, January 20, 10 am, Gathering Rm 

This group meets once a month for fellowship 

and study. As a unit of the United Methodist 

Women, they work to support the vision and 

goals of this organization. Questions? Contact 

Carolyn Winslow at (caring@beingthehope.org). 

ALL are welcome! 

 
FAITH IN ACTION UMW 

Thursday, January 20, 1-4 pm, Atrium 

Putting muscle into our belief is Faith in Action's 

reason to be. Typically the group takes one action 

a month, helping in church or community. 

Contact: Jean Roemer, jean.roemer@comcast.net. 
 

Dress a Girl Around the World 

is a program of Hope 4 Women International. 
 

We dream of a world in which every girl has 
at least one dress. We want girls to know 

that they are worthy of respect, and 
that they are loved by God. 

 

This January, the group will meet at the church 

to begin sewing dresses for this organization. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP, here is a 

list of supplies you may have at home that would 

make these dresses special!  
 

• Colorful cotton fabric at least 45 x 32 inches 

• Foot squares of colorful cotton fabric 

• 1/2 inch elastic 

• Double fold bias tape 

• Lace 

• Rick Rack 

• Buttons 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME AND 

HELP SEW, bring a machine, scissors and 

thread. For more information or questions 

contact Jan Slagter at jslagter1949@gmail.com. 

mailto:dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org
mailto:jslagter49@gmail.com
mailto:deloreshedrick@comcast.net
mailto:bettyaschi@gmail.com
mailto:darwetterstrom@comcast.net
mailto:darwetterstrom@comcast.net
mailto:cdhansen@comcast.net
mailto:caring@beingthehope.org
mailto:jean.roemer@comcast.net
mailto:jslagter1949@gmail.com
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FAIR TRADE PRODUCTS 
 

There is a list of fair trade 

products available online for 

purchase. Please go to the 

link below and select the 

items you would like to 

purchase. At the bottom of 

the form, you can choose 

your payment method. If 

you would like to pay by 

check, select Pay Later. 

Once you submit your form, 

the church will be notified 

and you will be contacted to 

arrange for pickup. 

Click Here to Order 
beingthehope.simplechurchcrm.com/
external/form/e94ddefb-9e6b-4248-
9014-cfbdbbc2302f 

Make a New Year’s resolution 

to care for creation! There are 

many ways, big and small, that 

you can be a solution for eco-

justice, climate change, clean 

water, plastic waste, and more! 

Begin by joining The Grove 

Sustainability Project – we are 

working on many ways, large 

and small, that you can take 

action to make a difference. 

Contact Jane and Dean at 

sustainability@beingthehope.org 

https://beingthehope.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/e94ddefb-9e6b-4248-9014-cfbdbbc2302f
mailto:sustainability@beingthehope.org
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Christmas blessings! One week after the fire the preschool was back up and 

running. This would not have happened without the simply amazing preschool staff 

pitching in to do the real hard stuff - the moving, the cleaning, and putting all the pieces 

back together again. What a joy it was to see the kids back in the old and new space 

filling the building with the much needed sights, sounds and smells of Christmas. 



Office hours at the Woodbury 

campus are Monday-Friday,  

8 am-3 pm (Fridays 8 am-12 pm 

during the summer). The phone 

will be answered during those 

hours. When the phone is not 

answered, leave a private 

message for any member of the 

staff. Directions are given on the 

phone system.  
 

Church Leadership 

The responsibility for the 

day-to-day administrative tasks 

of the church has been invested 

in the Core Team. The team 

functions as the primary 

lay-clergy partnership to 

provide guidance and direction 

to ministries. 
 

Charlie Maier – Chair 

Jill Easton – Secretary 

Roberta Wiig – Business Adm. 

Linda Kleinsasser 

Rev. Kelly Lamon 

Rick Osborn 

Kathy Parker 

Jay Stroebel 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom  
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Cottage Grove Campus 

8600 90th Street South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Woodbury Campus 

7465 Steepleview Road, Woodbury, MN 55125 

Main Office Phone: 651-738-0305 

Email: office@BeingTheHope.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Daniel Wetterstrom, Lead Pastor — dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org 

Rev. Kelly Lamon, Executive Pastor — klamon@beingthehope.org 

Pastor Jeremy Peters, Planting Pastor — jpeters@beingthehope.org 

Nicole Suyak, Minister to Families w/Kids — nsuyak@beingthehope.org 

Marc Ives, Minister to Families w/Students —students@beingthehope.org  

Carolyn Winslow, Director of Caring Ministries — caring@beingthehope.org 

Kelly Reese, Family Ministry Program Assistant — 

familyassistant@beingthehope.org 

Robin Muscoplat, Media Specialist, mediaspecialist@beingthehope.org 

Tara Van Berkom, Records & Registration Manager — 

recordsregistration@beingthehope.org 

Roberta Wiig, Business Administrator — finance@beingthehope.org 

Maria Rella, Office Manager & Building Scheduler — 

mrella@beingthehope.org 

Jim Tousignant, Facilities Manager — jtousignant@beingthehope.org 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Rick Murphy, Contemporary Music — mnmurfam@hotmail.com 

Lou Ann Henderson, Woodbury Chancel Choir Director — 

davelou@centurylink.net 

Tony Buse, Audio Technician 
 

WOODBURY PRESCHOOL AT THE GROVE 
Julie Johnson, Woodbury Preschool at The Grove — 

 wpps@beingthehope.org 

mailto:dwetterstrom@beingthehope.org
mailto:klamon@beingthehope.org

