Riverside Worship
The Story Behind the Song: Matt Redman’s “Heart of Worship”
The song dates back to the late 1990s, born from a period of apathy within Matt’s home church, Soul
Survivor, in Watford, England. Despite the country’s overall contribution to the current worship revival,
Redman’s congregation was struggling to find meaning in its musical outpouring at the time.
“There was a dynamic missing, so the pastor did a pretty brave thing,” he recalls. “He decided to get rid
of the sound system and band for a season, and we gathered together with just our voices. His point was that
we’d lost our way in worship, and the way to get back to the heart would be to strip everything away.”
Reminding his church family to be producers in worship, not just consumers, the pastor, Mike Pilavachi,
asked, “When you come through the doors on a Sunday, what are you bringing as your offering to God?”
Matt says the question initially led to some embarrassing silence, but eventually people broke into a
cappella songs and heartfelt prayers, encountering God in a fresh way.
“Before long, we reintroduced the musicians and sound system, as we’d gained a new perspective that
worship is all about Jesus, and He commands a response in the depths of our souls no matter what the
circumstance and setting. ‘The Heart of Worship’ simply describes what occurred.”
Redman remembers writing the song quickly in his bedroom soon after the church’s journey together,
with no grand intentions, by any means, for it to become an international anthem. He viewed the words simply
as his personal, subjective response to what he was learning about worship.
When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come / Longing just to bring something that’s of worth
that will bless your heart… / I’m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about You, Jesus…

Please continue to bring in your Acme receipts! In 2017 the money
will be put towards the Outfit Fund, which provides financial help to
our International Workers to purchase items such as appliances and
home furnishings.
Also please bring in your used stamps. Be careful not to damage
them and leave extra room around it so our ladies who handle that
ministry can properly process the stamps. Thank you for your
continued support of these ministries!

Elders Corner by Mike Demchak

I have been reading W.E. Boardman’s, The Higher Christian Life, written in 1858. It is a book that God used to
open A.B. Simpson’s eyes to the life transforming power of the indwelling Christ which became one of the vital
principles on which he founded the Christian and Missionary Alliance. This month I’d like to share a section
of the book entitled Abiding in Christ: What Does it Mean?

Abiding in Jesus: What Does It Mean?
To abide in Jesus is simply to maintain the same attitude you had when you received Jesus. "As you therefore
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him” (Col. 2:6-7), as the Apostle
Paul said.
We received Him very humbly. Our righteousness was rags, our power was weakness, and we looked to Christ
for all things. In this same way, then, abide in Him.
If your goal is to attain some exalted state of purity, power or safety, you have forgotten what Paul said—you
are not walking in the lowly way in which you first received Christ. You are trying to find joy in your condition,
not in Christ. You are trusting in your own accomplishments, not in Christ. The command is not, "Now that you
have gotten into a high and holy state, so walk in that." The command is, "As you received Christ Jesus, so
walk in Him.”
One man I know found the Savior by faith and realized the foolishness of a blind struggle to gain the goal by
works. He became so in love with faith that it was all he thought of and talked about. Soon his confidence
began to fail, he began to waste away in spiritual dryness, and he did not know why.
Eventually, however, the Lord brought light into his darkness. He saw that he had magnified faith instead of
Christ. It was the same as if he looked at the water pipe coming into his house and said, "How wonderful is the
pipe that brings me this water! I owe everything to this pipe"—all the time forgetting the spring which supplies
the pipe!
Satan even tempted him to consider that the power might be in faith itself, independent of Jesus—so that even if
there were no Savior, but his faith was the same, he might still receive salvation.
It was only when he returned again to Jesus as the Spring which supplies the water of life that the streams began
to flow again in his heart.
We received Christ as all-sufficient; let's abide in Him in the same way.

Another semester has come and gone. I am humbled that I get to play a small part of God’s work in the
lives of college students at the University of Akron. As I reflect upon this last semester a lot of the
ministry that happened was very low key and one on one (Which I love). I am reminded that one of the
best ways we can see someone’s life transformed is not through a huge group setting but through small
intimate interactions. My hope is to see this kind of ministry multiplied on campus and within our
church. Which leads me into two new things that are happening here at RAC and in our community!
1. ESL Ministry: God continues to burden Rachel and I’s hearts for the foreigner in our own back yards!
We eagerly desire to do more and more with people of different ethnic and religious backgrounds from
us. Currently there are 65.3 million displaced people in the world, that’s 34,000 people being forced to
flee from their homes daily and out of all those people 41% are children! God has graciously opened
the doors for us to allow some of these people into our city and has entrusted to us an incredible
opportunity. The Akron Public school has came to us and asked us to begin to create different ESL
programs for refugees and have asked us to use their facilities, they also are willing to promote it for us
(This kind of stuff doesn’t normally happen). We have the refugees, we have the facilities, we have
the curriculum, but we desperately need volunteers! Would you prayerfully consider joining this
ministry with us and helping us to serve and love our community?
2. RAC Life Groups: God has not called us to walk through life alone, in fact when we are in close
community with others it helps our faith to flourish. Knowing this and seeking to see and create more
intentional community within our church in this upcoming year we will be starting what we are going
to be calling “Life Groups”. These will be weekly small groups that meet within people’s homes around
the Akron area. The goal is that these groups will serve as ways for our church to “Flow intentionally”
or for us to grow in relationships with each other as we seek God together and also to serve as a
missional arm to our neighbors and communities. I am really excited about these groups and the
impact that they will have upon our personal lives, church, and community. Stay tuned for more
information on a group forming near you!

NEWS FROM THE CHILDREN’S
DEPARTMENT

As the news year approaches we are looking forward to the new year. As
New Years Day is on Sunday, we will not be3 having an overnighter this
year. We will be going laser tagging on the 31st. See Mike Dunn or sign up
for details.
As we look to be serving Christ within and outside the church, the youth
are going to be trying something we call “And one”. When we do a service
project within the church, we want that person to find neighbor that we
can help as well.
Please continue to pray that the youth will seek after Christ and that they
will see him working in their own life. Pray for Mike and Tammy Fits and
Maryanne and myself that we will be found faithful in serving the Lord.

Ministry Fair
Coming
January 29!
Quiz Meet
Saturday, January 7!
See Arddy Pixler to help out
with food or other areas!
Your help is needed!!
Christmas Undecorating
will take place Sunday,
January 8th following the
morning service!

WE STARTED A NEW SERIES IN ELEVATE DURING THE CHURCH HOUR. WE ARE DOING
EXTREME WINTER. I THINK THAT THE KIDS ARE ENJOYING IT. THE KIDS WILL BE IN THE
SERVICE WITH THEIR PARENTS ON DECEMBER 25TH AND WILL PICK THE SERIES BACK UP
ON JANUARY 1ST. LOOK FOR A FLYER COMING OUT ABOUT OUR NEXT KIDS PARTY ON
FEBRUARY 19TH RIGHT AFTER CHURCH. SEE SHERRY BASINGER IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
HELP OR WOULD LIKE SOME FLYERS TO PASS OUT TO SOME KIDS THAT YOU KNOW.

REMINDER ABOUT VBS JUNE 12TH – 16Th
PRAY ABOUT HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED!!

