A goal of mine during my time
here at Riverside and at the
University of Akron has been to see
people I have discipled begin to do
the same thing of pouring out,
spending time intentional time with
the lost, sharing their faith, and
helping others to go deeper in their
walk with Jesus. Over the last spring
break I have begin to see the fruit of
this. I helped to lead three different
day trips for international students during the week. During this time we explored Cleveland, and went
hiking at two different places. While sitting at the art museum in Cleveland two students came up to
me, one who is a believer and the other who is not. As we looked at a painting near us of Jesus
conversation naturally began about him. I kind of started it but then encouraged the student who is
the believer to run with it. It was incredible to see this guy who is relatively new in his faith share about
the hope that he has in Jesus with another guy who doesn’t yet believe! Making disciples who make
other disciples is so difficult, but it is so unbelievably encouraging to begin to see them use their gifting
to advance the kingdom!
God bless, Hunter

It is finals season for college students, which means a lot of stress, late nights, and coffee. Some
students still took the time to come to Riverside Alliance Church for our Good Friday and Easter Sunday
services, and others who made their way out to Pastor Hunter and Rachel’s house for Sunday night Bible
study. Of course, there are other students I haven’t seen for weeks because they are homework
hibernating.
The Sunday night Bible studies have had some good conversation the past few weeks. We have
looked at how we can finish this semester strong by studying Hebrews 12:1-3 and fixing our eyes on
Christ as we run this race. We have also looked at the value of rest, why God would command his
people to rest amidst work, and how well we are doing at finding time to rest in our own lives (we
studied Matthew 11:28-30).
Looking back, Good Friday and Easter Sunday sparked the most conversation with the students
who came with me. I invited them to ask questions before, during, and after the services. They took full
advantage of this invitation. Some of their questions were: Why did Jesus have to die to take away our
sins? Why is the price of sin death? What is communion? Why does an all-loving God bless only those
who believe and follow Him, but curse everyone else? What makes this God distinct from all the other
gods? Why do you limit yourself to only following this one religion when there are so many other
worldviews to learn from that also help people?
Let me ask you: what would your response be? Why would you give that response? These
questions point directly to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and we as believers of Jesus are called to always
have a reason for the hope that is in us (1 Cor. 15, 1 Pet 3:15). We are also called to tell people that
reason with gentleness and love (1 Pet. 3, Eph 4).

My response was to sit down and study Scripture with these students individually, for “all Scripture
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” so that
the people of God can be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Tim 3:16-17). God’s word is also
“living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul
and spirit…, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).
The piercing sword doesn’t sound fun, and it challenged or made these students reflect on their
own worldview. But why did Jesus, the living word of God, come to earth? That people may have life,
and have it abundantly (Jn 10:10), since He is the only way, truth, and life for people to come to know
God (Jn 14:6). So,a I invited them to ask questions not so that they would feel pierced, but that they
would come to know the life that is in God through Jesus Christ.
Please continue to pray for these students as they start their summers, that they wouldn’t forget
the things they have heard or studied for their tests or in our Bible studies. Please also pray that this
summer would be restful for them, rather than stressful, especially for the seniors who are graduating
undergrad and grad school programs and are looking to their futures.

We will be having a farewell pot luck luncheon on
Sunday, May 28 for Hunter, Rachel & Judah Goon
and Jen Golden. Please plan on bringing a main
dish and salad or dessert and joining us following
the morning service.

Welcome Home Bergevin Family!!

