Bible Studies
It’s not too late to get involved!
Come join one of our women’s Bible studies.
Join us on Monday nights at 6:30 pm (see Pat
Morgan for more details) or Wednesday nights at
7 pm for a study on Hosea (see Dawn Souza).
Evidence, Appearance, Action
My best friend said something to me a few months ago that got me thinking. She said that every so
often her children comment about and take pictures of her lineup of running shoes she's acquired
over the course of several years. She said that this is part of the evidence that she is a runner.
The Holy Spirit immediately began to stir within me, and as I thought longer about that word evidence,
I began to ask some hard questions of myself and my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. What does
the evidence in our lives have to say about us…about who we are, what we do, and what we deem
important? Does it say we are...a runner? Organized? An animal lover? A mess? A Christ-follower?
Lazy? Busy? And so on... And if you took a look around your home, in your car, or thought about
what you frequently talk about, what or who would the evidence point to? What conclusions would
someone draw about you? I challenge you to list a few things between you and the Lord and reflect.
But here's the thing - evidence can appear truthful but may actually be very superficial and
misleading. My friend could buy all the running gear in the world, line up a hundred pairs of shoes,
even sign up for races and talk all about running...but if she never actually runs...she is not really a
runner. Her appearance might suggest surface evidence that she is, but only the true evidence
in action form (running) would confirm that she really is a runner.
So I'll ask again...what does the evidence have to say about you? But I'll ask a second question as
well. When the surface evidence (appearance) is all peeled away, does it reveal matching
action? Only the Lord knows our hearts, and when it comes to our relationship with Him, He is never
fooled. We can have Bibles out around our home, we can go to church three days a week, and we
can be a "nice person". We can talk about God, say we are a Christian, and even participate in
leading others in their faith journey. But if we are not spending quality time with the Lord, allowing His
transforming work in our lives to continue to change us to be more like Him and act more like
Him...then we are not really who we pretend to be. We are doing very little to impact the Kingdom
because our efforts are focused on the outside appearance.
I was convicted by that one word, evidence. And the Lord took it straight to my heart and action. I
want to be consistent. I want what shows on the outside to be a true reflection of what's on the inside.
Every day. I want my actions, the ones seen and unseen by others, to match the outward evidence
in my life as a Christian. In every area of my life. I pray that your desire is the same. I encourage you
to take these things to the Lord. He is gracious. He wants to do great things through us, inside and
out, for His glory and the advancement of His Kingdom.
Psalm 139:23-24
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in
me that may offend you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.
James 2:14
What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don't show it by your actions?
Can that kind of faith save anyone?

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said “Let there
be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness
(Gen. 1:1-4). And the LORD God commanded “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die (Gen. 2:1517).
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’… You will not surely die,” … She
took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. (Gen. 3:1, 3:4,
3:6b). But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His
face from you so that He does not hear (Is. 59:2). You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to
be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. (Gal. 5:4). My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why
are you so far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night,
but I find no rest (Ps. 22:1-2). He has driven me away and made me walk in darkness rather than light; … He has
made me dwell in darkness like those long dead (Lam. 3:2, 6).
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. ... In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness
has not understood it. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive Him (John 1). But they shouted
all the louder “Crucify Him!” (Matt. 27:22b). But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive (1 Cor. 15:20) Yet to all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. …
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1). Jesus… said “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. (Jn 8:12) For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. (Rom. 3:23-24). He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said,
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." (Rev. 21:5)
This February 17-19th, Hunter and I had the honor of bringing 15 students to Jubilee, a Christian conference in
Pittsburgh, PA. There were over 3,500 students there this year, with a full schedule of famous speakers, hours of
singing, and heart-crafted workshops for all majors and walks of life. Jubilee is an annual conference that
encourages students to dream about how their gifts might be used and developed to serve God and others.
The conference is structured in a way that tells four main parts of the Gospel: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and
Restoration (as the verses above start pointing to).
The weekend was filled with cramped elevators, late nights, cheese puffs, new friendships, and great speakers.
But that’s not what I am here to write to you about. The weekend was full of God’s truth amidst a fallen and
forgetful world. The takeaways were moments where we were reminded of God’s wonder-inspiring wisdom, or
moments where something finally made sense to us.
We were told over and over this weekend that we are fearfully and wonderfully made, that we have eternal
value and that we are called to reflect God in all aspects of our lives. One story sticks with me. A famous song
artist (Lecrae) was speaking to us about a time when he went to the Grammys, and forgot a casual t-shirt.
When he found one in a local Los Angeles store, he saw that the tag said $500 on it. He took it to the cashier
thinking it was some mistake, and learned that it was correct. He asked if the material had any healing powers,
or what made it so expensive. The cashier said it wasn’t the material that made it valuable, it was the
designer’s name stitched into it. Lecrae reminded us that this is the same reason why we are so valuablebecause of our Designer’s name on us. Something is only as valuable as the price someone is willing to pay for
it, and God paid the ultimate sacrifice of death for us.

That was a speaker from just the first night. I could continue writing about the incredible reminders that the
speakers gave, but I will allow your curiosity to stir you to ask questions. I’d rather tell you about how this
conference impacted our students.
I am learning that sometimes you can’t simply ask a student to share in front of a group what they are learning.
For a whole list of reasons, students often are more comfortable sharing what they have learned in one on one
conversations. Thus, I haven’t heard how this weekend has impacted each student yet. But I noticed that
everyone who came with us came to the gatherings, felt some freedom to sing out or lift their hands in worship,
and attend workshops that challenged them or gave new insight into topics they are interested in.
One night, we had a speaker invite people to come to the front if they wanted to accept Christ into their lives,
or even if they just wanted prayer for something. I noticed that one of my students left his seat, and later he was
able to tell me that he had made a connection with God. He said he had wrongly assumed that God was
holding something back, or hiding something from people. However, this student now thought about God
differently, which led to this “connection.” This student said later that he “felt a little better and stronger after
going to Jubilee,” and that he “progressed”. Knowing this student, this is a huge step for him to admit this!
The weekend was full of connections, loud worship, great speakers, and reading the Bible. It was also had times
of confusion, frustration, fatigue, and hunger. But the weekend was mainly full of God calling His beloved
people back into right relationships. As we come back from this conference, I’d love if you would continue to
pray for each of our students so that all relationships in their lives (with God, others, themselves, and the world
around them) might be mended- Gabe, Morgan, Delilah, John, Victoria, Alicia, Kevin, Isaac, Austin, Hannah,
Arvind, Paige, Cole, Sara, and Brian. Also, seriously ask for more stories from this weekend at Jubilee!

WE ARE GEARING UP FOR AN EXCITING SPRING AND SUMMER!
ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 19TH WE HAD A LIFE SPIRAL PARTY THAT WAS PLANNED BY JAYDEN SOUZA. WE HAD 2

VISITORS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN WITH US BEFORE AND A TOTAL OF 8 KIDS AT THE PARTY. FUN WAS HAD BY
ALL. WE HAVE SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU TO VOLUNTEER 1 SUNDAY A MONTH OR 1 MONTH A
QUARTER IN ANY AGE GROUP YOU WOULD LIKE. PLEASE SEE SHERRY BASINGER IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE
INFORMATION AS TO HOW YOU AN HELP. PLEASE PRAY FOR OUT CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TO GROW.

REMINDER ABOUT VBS JUNE 12TH – 16TH
PRAY ABOUT HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED!!

You are invited to a Wedding shower
for Cassie Harris and Peter Rayl on Sunday
March 5, 2-5pm. Cassie & Peter are registered
at Target. RSVP to Alene Rayl

Single Senior Ladies
Luncheon Sunday, March 19,
following the morning service
Please RSVP to Sharon Farrell
or Vonda Dunn.

All Children and Youth workers... or anyone
interested in helping with VBS this training is
for you! Join us Saturday, April 8. See Mike
Demchak or Sherry Basinger for more info.

Saturday April 1, 9:00am
Rain date April 8th!

There will be a Bridal shower for Kristin
Bisheimer on Saturday, March 18, 11am. Kristin
& Kevin are registered at Target & Bed, Bath &
Beyond. Please RSVP to Tammy Fitts!

It's not too late to join a Life
Group! You choose the day and
location!
Sunday, 6:00pm @ Bisheimers
Sunday, 6:30pm @ Demchaks
Monday, 7:00pm @ Chaplins
Wednesday 7:00pm @ Riverside
Thursday, 6:30pm @ Fitts'

Don't forget to
April 14, 7:00pm Good Friday
April 16 9:30am Easter Breakfast
10:45am Easter Celebration
Invite you family and friend to these
special services as we come together to
reflect on the sacrifice given and
rejoice in His Resurrection!

Saturday, March 11

