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God Is Near 
Bible Passage: Mark 6:45–51; Matthew 14:22–33 (Walking on Water) 

 

 

REMEMBER VERSE 
Your Father knows what you need before you ask him.   

Matthew 6:8b 

 
REMEMBER VERSE MOTIONS 

Your Father: Bring thumb and index finger together, all other fingers straight and pointing upward. 

knows what: Tap forehead. 

you need: Open hands in front of you, palms up. 

before you ask him: Bring both hands in front of chest in prayer posture. 

 

Off to the Boat Races! 
This activity will bring to life today’s part of The Big God Story, when Jesus comes to the disciples during a stormy  

boat ride. 

SUPPLIES  

• Toy sailboats (or other objects that float)  

• Drinking straws (1 per child) 

• Bin (suggestion: reusable tray or under-bed storage bin) 

• Water, Paper towels 

SET UP 

Fill the bin three-fourths full of water. Set the sailboats on the table next to the bin along with the package of straws. 

RELATE 

Invite children to join you at the races! Encourage conversation and questions surrounding a boat race. For example: 

What do you think makes a sailboat go fast? I wonder what would happen if …? Which boat do you think will 

win the race? When several children are ready with straws, signal the beginning of a race. Encourage them to blow 

through the straws to make their boats move. At the end of the race, ask: How did you make your boat travel faster? 

Do you think it would go faster or slower if the water was rough? 

Worship as Response 
SUPPLIES 

• Worship music (suggestion: “I Am Listening to You,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) https://youtu.be/B5woRachNhQ 

RELATE 

Because Jesus is God, He is mighty and powerful. God loves you, and you belong to Him. He is always near to 

you, and you can trust Him. That truth makes me want to worship Him! When we worship God, we get to show 

& tell Him how we feel about Him. Whether we stand, sit, lift our arms, or kneel, these can be ways to show God 

with our body that we worship Him. And when we sing, we can tell God how we worship Him from our hearts. 
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Let's sing a song of praise to God. If you want to use your body to tell Him that you trust Him, you may 

choose to reach up one or both of your arms as we sing this song together. There are so many ways to show 

God how you feel about Him. Feel free to respond to Him however you'd like while we worship Him. Lead 

children in a worship song. 

Get Me to the Other Side! 
Just like Peter had to trust Jesus to help him get across the water, children in this game will need to trust their partners 

to get them to the other side of the room.  

SUPPLIES  

• Action Cards (page 3) or make your own 

• Scissors, Blindfold, Masking tape, Paper  

PREPARE AHEAD Print the Action Cards and cut them apart. 

SET UP 

Use masking tape to create a snake-shaped path across the middle of the floor. Make a starting line and a finish line at 

opposite ends of the path. Tape the Action Cards at various locations along the path with the picture facing up. 

RELATE 

Invite children to join you at the starting line and arrange them in pairs. Today we’re going to play a game called Get 

Me to the Other Side! Everyone has a partner. One friend will be blindfolded, and the other friend will stay 

nearby and be the leader. The leader will help his partner follow the path from the beginning to the end. When 

you get to an action card, you’ll stop to see what action you need to help your friend do. If the card shows a 

picture of someone hopping, what will you tell your friend to do? Children respond. Hop, that’s right. The leader 

will help his partner hop all the way to the next picture card. You’ll keep doing this until you cross over to the 

other side. Leaders, be sure to stay near your partners! They'll trust you to get them across the room.  

Wonder Questions 
SUPPLIES  

• Wonder Questions coloring pages (page 4), Crayons 

RELATE 

In this part of The Big God Story, the disciples learned that Jesus was near to them. Peter was afraid during the 

storm, but Jesus saved him. God is always near, and we can trust Him.  

I wonder … What can I trust to God today? 

I wonder … Why can I trust God? 

I wonder … How do I know God is near to me? 

 

Bless 

A blessing may be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

RELATE 

Friends, God is always near to us, no matter what. He loves us and cares for us. 

Consider placing your hand on their shoulder as you speak to them.  (Child's name), God is near you. 

Now encourage children to place their hands out in front, palms up as if cupping them together to hold water. This is a 

posture that demonstrates our willingness to receive what God has for each of us.  

God loves you and you are His children. He chooses to be near to you always. You can always trust in Him. 
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Lead Peter 
across the water 

to Jesus. 


