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God’s Love Compels 
Bible Passage: Matthew 26:1–56; Luke 22:1–53 

(Jesus’ Anointing, Last Supper, Betrayal) 

 
REMEMBER VERSE 

He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant forever—holy 
and awesome is his name. Psalm 111:9 

*Choose between Draw and Guess or Hot-or-Cold Race 

Draw and Guess  
SUPPLIES 

• Paper (1 sheet per child plus 1 extra sheet) 

• Scissors 

• Pens 

• Small basket  

• Timer 

SET UP 

Cut a sheet of paper into slips, one slip per child. Write a word or phrase that corresponds with today's portion 

of The Big God Story on each slip (examples: “bottle of perfume,” “coins,” “bread,” “cup,” “house,” “table,” 

“mountain,” “garden”). Fold and place the slips into the basket. 

RELATE 

Have children sit in a circle with the paper and pens in the middle. Choose one child to go first. Have her pull 

out a slip from the basket without showing anyone. Give the child 60 seconds to draw the word she saw on the 

slip while the children guess. The child who guesses correctly first can take a turn pulling a new word or phrase 

from the basket. Continue until each child has had a chance to draw. 

Hot-or-Cold Race 
SUPPLIES 

• Pencil 

RELATE 
Jesus was compelled by love and chose to endure many difficult things because He loves us. Being 
compelled means you have a very strong desire to do something. 

Invite your class to play a game to see who is most compelled to be the winner. To play, choose two children to 
start the game. Send them out of the classroom for a minute while the other children hide a pencil in the 
classroom. When the two students return, have the class give them clues of "hot" and "cold" to find where the 
pencil is. "Hot" means they're close to it and "cold" means they aren't. The first child to successfully find the 
pencil wins. 
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Worship as Response  
RELATE 

We can experience God in many ways, including spending time reading His Word and talking to Him. 

Today we’re going to have the opportunity to do both of these things. Let’s read 2 Corinthians 5:14–15 

again. As we do, pay attention to a word, phrase, or feeling that you notice or that seems important. 

Maybe a word—such as “compel,” “love,” or “convinced”—sticks out to you. Maybe you feel love, 

happiness, peace, or excitement about God. Maybe you feel like you no longer want to live only for 

yourself, which means you believe that trusting and obeying God is the best way to live. In this time, 

pray God will reveal Himself to you.  

Reflect: God’s Love Compels 
Encourage the kids to open their Bibles and read the suggested passages. 

Questions for Younger Kids 
• How would you have felt if you’d been one of the disciples who saw the crowd come to arrest Jesus? 

Luke 22:47–53 

• What does compel mean? 

• What did Jesus pray for in the garden? Luke 22:42 

• How does it feel to know Jesus went through many hard things because He loves you? 

Questions for Older Kids 
• How would you have felt if you’d been one of the disciples who saw the crowd come to arrest Jesus? 

Luke 22:47–53 

• What does compel mean? 

• What did Jesus pray for in the garden? Luke 22:42 

• What happened while Jesus was praying? Luke 22:44 

• How does it feel to know Jesus went through many hard things because He loves you? 

Compelling Magnets 
SUPPLIES 

• Clear, plastic glass 

• Water (enough to fill glass halfway) 

• Strong magnet (preferably several inches wide) 

• Paper clips (several), Masking tape, Marker 

SET UP 

Fill the water glass halfway with water and place it on a table. Drop the paper clips into the glass. Write “God’s 

Love” on a piece of masking tape and stick it to the magnet. Set the magnet on the table.   

RELATE 

When we’re compelled by something, that means we have a strong desire to do something. Show the 

kids the paper clips in the water glass and the magnet. The magnet represents God’s love, and the paper 

clips represent us when we’re in relationship with Him. When we know God, His love compels us to 

follow Him. Hold the magnet to the side of the glass so the paper clips are drawn to it. Move the magnet up 

and down the glass so the paper clips follow its movement. Discuss: 

When we know and love God, how are our hearts like these paper clips? In what ways are the paper 

clips’ responses to the magnet similar to our hearts’ responses to God? 
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Bless 
A blessing may be prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.  

SUPPLIES 

• Heart template  

RELATE 

Open a Bible and read Psalm 105:1–3: 

Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing 

to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those 

who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Invite the kids to hold out the hearts in front of them and think about what Jesus did on the cross for them. 

Then roll your heart into a cone shape to make a megaphone. The megaphones will remind the children to tell 

the world about Jesus. As the kids hold their megaphones, offer the following blessing:  

May you have great joy as you remember that Jesus died on the cross to pay for your sins. May 

God’s amazing love compel you to tell the world about what He’s done. 


