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REMEMBER & CELEBRATE 
 

Day of Atonement: 
Remembering and Celebrating God's Righteousness 

 
 

Washed Clean  
In this activity children will think about the cleansing of sin that took place on the Day of Atonement. 

SUPPLIES 

• Sponges (small or medium-sized, 1 per child) 

• Cups (16-oz. size, 1 per child) 

• Bucket (1 gal. size) 

• Water 

• Stopwatch or timer 

SET UP 

Place an empty bucket in the center of the group. Fill each child’s cup with an equal amount of water.  

RELATE 

Every year, God's people celebrated the Day of Atonement. On this day, the high priest entered the 

Holy of Holies to present a sacrifice to God. Before entering the Holy of Holies, he had to cleanse 

himself, put on special clothes, and prepare to come before God. Then, after the high priest offered 

sacrifices, God would forgive and wash away the sins of Israel.  

Tell the children they’re going to play a game in which they’ll see how much water they can get into the bucket 

in one minute. Hand each child a cup of water and a sponge. Start the stopwatch, and encourage children to 

use their sponges to soak up water from their cups and then squeeze their sponges out over the bucket to 

wring out the water. As they play with water, encourage the children to think about God washing away the sins 

of His people. Stop the game after one minute and see how much water the kids got into the bucket.  

Carrying Sins Away 
Invite the children to take part in this activity to get them thinking about the Day of Atonement tradition of a 

scapegoat carrying away the Israelites’ sins. 

SUPPLIES 

• Rocks (small or medium-sized, 15–20) 

• Permanent marker 

• Masking or painter’s tape 

• Bucket (big enough to hold rocks) 

• Stopwatch or timer 

SET UP 

Clear a space in the room, and use masking or painter’s tape to create short start and finish lines on either 

side. Write “sin” on each rock, and place the rocks at the start line. Place the bucket at the finish line. 
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RELATE 

The Day of Atonement was a very serious day for the Jews. During this day, the high priest sacrificed 

an animal for the sins of the people and brought the animal’s blood into the Holy of Holies. The Jewish 

people also rested, fasted, and prayed. Every time Israel celebrated the Day of Atonement, a goat, 

called the scapegoat, would be selected. The high priest would place his hands on this goat’s head and 

symbolically cast all of Israel’s sins onto the goat. Then they would take that goat to the edge of town 

and send it out into the desert as a way of remembering that God was taking Israel’s sins away and 

making the people holy.  

Safety Tip 
Make sure the children keep their shoes on for this activity. A rock dropped on a bare foot could be painful! 

Tell the children they’re going to play a game in which they’ll see how many rocks they can get into the 

bucket in one minute. Have the kids line up at the start line next to the rocks. On your signal, the first child 

should take a rock, place it between his knees, and walk toward the bucket without dropping the rock. Once he 

gets to the bucket, he should drop the rock into the bucket, and then the next child in line can go. The child who 

just went can go to the back of the line. If a child drops her rock, she must go back to the start line and try 

again. Stop the game after one minute and count the rocks.  

Recall the Remember Verses from the previous weeks. 

Lessons 6–9: 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in 
love. Psalm 145:8 

Lessons 10–12:  

I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. John 11:25–26a 

QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS 
• What does the word righteous mean? 

• In what ways is God righteous? 

• How does it make you feel to know that Jesus sacrificed Himself for your sins so you could have a 

relationship with God? 

Bless 
RELATE 

Encourage them to freely share the joy and love they have received from God. 

Invite the children to hold their hands in front of them, palms up, as you open a Bible and read Psalm 16:11: 

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal 

pleasures at your right hand. 

May God enable you to walk in righteousness so that you may know the joy of His presence.  
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