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God Is Provider 
Bible Passage: Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44; 

Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–15 (Feeding the Five Thousand) 

 

REMEMBER VERSE 
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

his understanding has no limit. Psalm 147:5 

 
REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS 

Understanding: Things you know  

Limit: End  

REMEMBER VERSE MOTIONS 

Great is our Lord: Make “L” with right index finger and thumb. Move the “L” from right shoulder to left hip. 

and mighty in power: Bring arms up to strong man pose. 

his understanding: Place open palm at forehead and move outward.  

has no limit: Shake head. 

Choose either Multiplying Fruit or Little Is Much activity 

Multiplying Fruit   
SUPPLIES  

• Apple Tree image  

• Apple, Apple corer  

• Tray or plate 

SET UP 

Place the apple and corer on the 

tray.  

RELATE 

Show children the apple. What do I 

have here? Yes, it’s an apple! Who 

likes to eat apples? Or apple pie? 

Or applesauce? Interact with 

answers. Apples are a delicious 

fruit. How many apples do I have? 

That’s right, one apple. Did you 

know that one apple can help 

grow thousands more apples? 

Let’s take a look inside.  
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Use the apple corer to core the apple safely. Remove a few seeds from the apple. Lay the seeds on the tray for the 

children to see. How many seeds are there? Count seeds with children. What can we do with these apple seeds so 

that we can make more apples? Yes, plant them in the ground! Then after some time, water, and sunlight, the 

seed will turn into an apple tree! Show children Apple Tree image. Did you know that one tree can make five 

hundred apples in one year? And it lives for 15 to 20 years! Wow, that’s a lot of apples just from one tree! So if 

we planted all of the seeds from this one apple and took care of the trees for many years, we would have 

thousands of apples! Isn’t it amazing that God made little apple seeds that can make so much food for us? 

Little Is Much 
This activity allows children to explore the concept of things expanding and becoming more than what they were initially.  

SUPPLIES  

• Bowls (2) 

• Popcorn kernels  

• Measuring cups (1-cup and ¼-cup) 

• Optional: magnifying glass 

PREPARE AHEAD 

Pop one cup of popcorn kernels in the popcorn popper. Allow popcorn to cool and place in bin.  

RELATE 

Measure out one-fourth cup of kernels. Together, count or estimate the number of kernels from the measuring cup and place 

them in a bowl. Open the bin with the popped corn and explain: We popped one cup of popcorn kernels, which is about 

four times the number of kernels we just counted. Look in the bin—what do you see? What happened to all of the 

kernels of corn? Interact with responses. Allow children to count and measure the popped kernels as they discover the 

concept of expansion—going from something small to something larger. Allow them to inspect popped versus unpopped corn 

kernels. (Optional: Allow children to inspect the kernels more closely with the magnifying glass.) Who can describe what 

happened here? Help children understand that the kernels started out small, but when they were heated up they popped 

and got larger. 

Worship as Response 
SUPPLIES 

• Worship music (suggestion: “I May Be Small,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) 

RELATE 

We’re going to talk about the difference between a want and a need. Some things we need, like food and water 

and clothes and a place to live. Other things we would like to have but we don’t really need them. For example, 

I saw a very cool game at the store the other day (or use your own personal example of something that’s a current 

and relatable item). Do you think that’s something I want, or something I really need? Wait for kids to respond. The 

game I saw at the store is really just something I want, not something I need. Can you give some other 

examples of wants? Interact with children’s answers. Let’s take a moment to think about some of the things we 

need. Allow children a few seconds to think. Did you think of something? Listen to response. God cares for all of 

our needs. We can trust Him to generously care for us. Then listen to a worship song. 

Thankful Baskets 
SUPPLIES  

• Basket template (page 4) 

• Construction paper (various colors) 

• Paper (1 sheet) 

• Pencils, Crayons, Tape or glue, Scissors 
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PREPARE AHEAD 

Print a Basket template and cut it out around the exterior and along the dotted lines. Write “Thank You for …” at the top 

of the plain sheet of paper. Cut the construction paper into one-inch strips. 

RELATE 

 In today’s part of The Big God Story, we heard how Jesus cared about the people and provided food to eat. 

How do you think the people felt after Jesus gave them so much food? Interact with responses. We know that 

God provides for us too, because God is Provider. So we’re going to create baskets to thank God for 

everything He’s given us. What are some things you’re thankful for? Allow children to share their thoughts. Then 

encourage them to take their strips of construction paper and write or draw what they’re thankful for on them. Show how 

to work together to weave the thankful strips in and out of their baskets, making sure to alternate each row to create a 

beautiful weaving pattern. Be available to assist if needed.  

When children have woven all their strips, they can cut any excess strips sticking out at the ends and glue their 

basket to the paper with the words “Thank You for …” Show them how to only glue the two sides and bottom of the 

basket to the paper, leaving it open at the top. At a good place in the flow of their response, bring them together for a 

moment to pray for all the things they've mentioned, thanking God for everything He has provided. Once the baskets 

are glued, they can continue to decorate their baskets if they wish. If children would like to write thank you notes to God, 

they can tuck them in the top of the Thankful Baskets.  

Wonder Questions 
SUPPLIES  

• Wonder Questions coloring page (page 5), Crayons 

RELATE 

In today’s part of The Big God Story, Jesus cared so much for the people that He spent all day teaching them, 

healing them, and caring for them. When it came time to eat, He used only two fish and five loaves of bread to 

provide for all of the thousands of people. God is Provider.  

I wonder … How would I have felt watching Jesus do this miracle? 

I wonder … What are some ways God cares for my needs? 

I wonder … How does this part of The Big God Story make me feel about God? 

BLESS 
Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 

commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

RELATE 

Today each child will have the opportunity to bless another member of your family. Gather in a circle and place your left 

hand on the shoulder of the person next to you. This is the person he’s going to bless. Begin by speaking this blessing 

to the child on your left: (Child’s name), Jesus loves you and cares about your needs. Then the child you just 

blessed can turn to the person next to her and repeat the blessing. (For younger children, feel free to shorten the 

blessing to, “Jesus loves you” if necessary.) 

Invite children to place their hands out in front of themselves, palms up. This is a posture that demonstrates our 

willingness to receive from God. 

Children, may you remember each day to look for ways God provides for you.  
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