
 

 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
 

|  Week Five of Six 

Stephen 
A servant OF  

BOLD 
TRUTH 

Important Points about VISION                 
from George Barna,  

The Power of Vision.  

Vision is Clear.  

Vision is preferable to the current state.  

 

 

Today’s reading is Acts 7:54-60 (NIV) 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the 
Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I 
see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God.” 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 
voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.”60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 

 

 

 
Stephen’s new role begins simple enough but ends very differently.  

 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the 

ministry of the Word. – Acts 6: 3-4 
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Further Discussion and Thoughts… 

 

Next Week at Church of the Servant 

 Read the whole book of Philemon. It is only 25 verses!  

 

• Did you notice in verse 1 of chapter 6 there is a 
disagreement in the church? This disagreement is 
between Jews who were considered “Hebraic” and 
those who were “Hellenistic”. This argument had 
nothing to do with theology, doctrine or worship 
styles. It had everything to do with who was and 
was not being fed. Why do people argue and fight 
in the life of the church? Does this reality from Acts 
comfort or distract you? Why or why not? 

• It is hard to believe the Disciples felt there was 
more important work than feeding the widows. For 
the Disciples, neglecting the ministry of the Word 
was not an option. The Disciples select seven new 
men to serve in the daily food ministry. Each man 
was full of the Holy Spirit.  

o Why is there a distinction between the 
ministry of the Word and mission of 
feeding?  

o Are you accepting of the idea that the 
ministry of the Word is more important than 
that of feeding the widows? Why or why 
not?   

• Stephen preaches with passion and truth. He tells 
the whole story of the people of Israel. He gives an 
account of his faith for which it is demanded. Are 
you ready to give an account of your faith journey? 
What are you scared of? 

• Stephen calls the members of the Sanhedrin “stiff-
necked”.  How would you feel if the Pastor called 
you stiff-necked?  

• Stephen’s life is taken for the Gospel. Some say it is 
because he was not pastoral? Some feel it is 
because of his remarks in Acts 6:51-53. Was this 
necessary? Discuss more… 

The story of Stephen is relatively short in the 
Book of Acts. His story is only seen in two 
chapters and has four major parts. Stephen’s 
story begins in a simple manner where he is 
chosen by the Apostles to help in the daily 
distribution of food to the widows. We 
encounter this part of Stephen’s story in Acts 
6:1-7.  

Second, in Acts 6:8-15, we learn after Stephen 
and his peers are successful in ministry and 
mission, they are persecuted, falsely accused, 
and taken into custody.  

Third, in Acts 7:1-53, we hear Stephen’s voice 
and ability to share the truth of God in the face 
of considerable opposition, judgment, and even 
death. Stephen does not shrink with the task 
before him. He is bold and speaks with the truth 
of a prophet.  

Fourth, in Acts 7:54-60, we learn the members 
of the Sanhedrin are not willing to listen to the 
truth Stephen possesses. Due to their 
unwillingness to hear the truth, the members of 
the Sanhedrin are consumed with rage and 
begin to stone Stephen. In this closing scene, we 
are introduced to Saul. Yes, this is the same Saul 
who becomes the Apostle Paul. However, this 
Saul has not yet encountered a risen Christ, and 
Saul approves the stoning of Stephen.  


