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One of the most significant chal-
lenges during the past many 
months has been planning. 

Planning paralysis has impacted every 
one of us and our entire culture. What is 
planning paralysis? Planning paralysis is 
something I have encountered and have 
struggled at times to combat. Planning 
paralysis impacts each of us when we 
want to do something, go somewhere, 
or want to get back into the swing of 
things, but we cannot do so because we 
are not sure how to move forward. We 
are paralyzed to act. Being in a state of 
paralysis is hard for us because we have 
been taught since an early age to be 
active, and many of us find our value in 
our actions. 

For me, this year’s Advent and Christmas 
season have been very hard to plan. I 
want it all – the big choir, an orchestra, 
lots of poinsettias, and a packed church 
full of people ready to sing Hark the 
Herald Angel Sing and Silent Night! For 
the last twenty years, I have been accus-
tomed to planning for the most impor-
tant night of the year in a big way. The 
more I wanted to prepare for Christmas, 
the more I felt paralyzed to do so. 

The moment that really hit me hard was 
during the ice storm. The great ice storm 
of 2020 impacted every tree in Oklahoma 
City, including the Servant Tree. 
Unfortunately, the tree was damaged 
beyond timely and proper repair.  I was 
hopeful a quick fix would be possible. 
However, after the crane was raised over 
150 feet in the air and the inspection 
crew looked at the top of the tree on 
Monday, November 30, it was confirmed 
the Servant Tree will not be able to light 
up the night sky in 2020. I have to admit 
I am heartbroken, but I am already look-
ing forward to 2021!  

Thankfully, I saw the logo for our Advent 
Worship Series, Christmas Isn’t Can-
celed. This image was like a cup of cold 
water in the face. I needed to be remind-
ed that no matter how hard I try to plan, 
prepare, and fix everything for Christmas, 
I have not been, am not, and will never 
be in control. The three simple words, 
Christmas Isn’t Canceled have been a 
great reminder and encourager to me! 
Think about this for a minute....

PLANNING PARALYSIS? 

A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 
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Senior Minister
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King Herod wanted to make sure future Christmases would 
not be celebrated by having all the male children in Bethlehem 
put to death, but God provided a way for Jesus and his family. 
When churches throughout history have been closed or even 
banned by totalitarian governments, families still gathered in 
their homes to sing, pray, and read God’s Holy Word! We can 
do the same. Nothing can stop our God, and I promise you this 
Christmas Isn’t Canceled. 

Recently, someone asked me if I thought 2020 would be a year 
where there was no Easter and no Christmas. I quickly said 
no. For me, Easter was unlike any I had ever experienced since 
becoming a husband and father. I worshipped at home with my 
family, and I even was able to help set the dining room table 
and cook Easter lunch! I had not ever been able to do this with 
my family. Yes, I missed the large church services, but I will al-
ways cherish that special meal and time with my family. Pretty 
soon, Mackenzie and Carter will be heading off to college, and 
before you know it, our home will be a little bit less noisy. I did 
not begin 2020 planning for an Easter as we shared, but we 
made the best of it! 

Christmas Worship and Christmas Eve are coming fast, and 
please know your staff is planning, preparing, and praying as 
we enter into this beautiful season. On Sunday, December 13, 
Worship Arts will offer an unforgettable night of Christmas 
Music in the Celebration Center. The plan is for this service to 
be an in-person and an at-home time of worship. Furthermore, 
youth ministry is working hard to minister to our youth who are 
desperate to see friends, get out of the house, and be together. 
Children’s ministry is preparing to engage children and fami-
lies in fun and unique ways. Sunday School classes and other 
groups are meeting at the church and following proper safety 
protocols. Pledge cards for the 2021 ministry budget have 
been coming in via the mail daily, and Church of the Servant is 
continuing to discover new ways to do ministry in the strangest 

of years. Finally, on Thursday, December 24, two Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Services will be offered for everyone. The servic-
es will be in the Celebration Center at 6:00 and 8:30 p.m.

As the Worship Arts team planned for Christmas Eve, an idea 
came to light! The idea was to order extra Christmas Eve 
candles. More candles, really? This year? However, this was a 
perfect idea. Some people in our church family will not be able 
to attend worship this year on Christmas Eve, but take heart! 
Candles will be ready for you to pick up the week of Christmas 
Eve for at-home worship.  No matter if you are planning to come 
to in-person worship, waiting to make plans, or are planning to 
worship at home, you can plan on singing and lighting a candle 
on Christmas Eve. 

Never forget, “The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it!” – John 1:5.

Christmas Isn’t and never will be canceled,
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Jessica King
Director of Connections

In a typical year, the holidays, for many of 
us, are a blur of busyness and (mostly) 
managed chaos at best.  There are so 

many celebrations to attend, school and 
church programs to go to, shopping for 
presents under the tree, and so on.  When 
I allow myself to get swept into this whirl-
wind of hurry, I find myself feeling deeply 
dissatisfied and aching for something more.  

It is not just the holiday season that has 
us living in a milieu of frenzy.  We live in a 
world of 24/7 access to information, enter-
tainment, and distractions, all readily avail-
able at our fingertips. While they have their 
advantages, they are also robbing us of our 
core essential human ability to be present 
to other people, to ourselves, and more than 
anything, to God.

Richard Foster, a writer who has inspired 
me greatly this year, writes, “Our Adver-
sary majors in three things:  noise, hurry, 
and crowds.  If he can keep us engaged 
in ‘muchness’ and ‘manyness,’ he will rest 
satisfied.”  

Is that how you think of the enemy’s work 
in your life?  Probably not.  However, time 
and time again, as we read about the life 
of Jesus in the Gospels, we see him escap-
ing from the noise and crowds to a quiet 
or lonely place.  In the book of Matthew, 
chapter 4, we read that immediately after 
being baptized, the Spirit leads Jesus to 
the desert.  The Greek word for desert here 
is eremos, and it can also be translated to 
wilderness, deserted place, desolate place, 
solitary place, quiet place, and lonely place.  
After Jesus is in this lonely and solitary 
place for 40 days of prayer and fasting, the 
enemy comes to Jesus to tempt him, before 
Jesus ultimately defeats him.

For years I read this story all wrong.  I was 
reading it from the perspective of weak-

ness.  I thought that the enemy was coming 
to tempt Jesus after 40 days because he 
thought Jesus was weak from being alone, 
with no food, and in the middle of nowhere.  
Isn’t that like the enemy to come at us when 
we are lonely, when we are weak, when we 
are tired, at the end of a long hard year, or at 
a low point in our life?  

Then I realized I was reading this scripture 
backwards.  The eremos, or the quiet and 
lonely place, is not a place of weakness.  
It is the place of strength!  The Spirit led 
Jesus to the eremos because, at the end 
of 40 days, Jesus was at the height of his 
spiritual power.  That was when Jesus had 
the strength he needed to take on the devil 
and defeat him. 

The quiet place that Jesus returned to over 
and over again is the same quiet place that 
we are invited to.  It is a relationship with 
our Father; it is fellowship and intimacy with 
Him.  Like every long-lasting and deep rela-
tionship that we have, the ones in which we 
are truly known, time and effort are required. 
Our relationship with God is no different.  
We must work silence and solitude into our 
practice of discipleship with Jesus.  Without 
it, there is no relationship.

Perhaps one of the silver linings of 2020 will 
be the forced slow-down that our limited 
options and activities have brought us 
this season.  Maybe this is an opportunity 
to change our perspective, a time to stop 
seeing these moments of solitude as a 
negative thing and view them as a positive 
thing.  This is our eremos, and it is a place 
of strength. My hope and prayer are that we 
could all capture this truth in our hearts and 
lean into the intimacy we will find when we 
are alone with our Father. 

Jessica King

SOLITUDE 

Questions about membership, Bible 
study, or how to get involved? Contact 
Jessica at jking@ServantOKC.org. 
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BECOME A MEMBER
I have had the pleasure to help many families and individuals 
join our Church of the Servant family through membership 
over the last few months.  Each of them has a unique story of 
how and why they arrived here and in this season.  

Last week, I met with a lovely new friend who decided to 
make Church of the Servant her new church home.  She has 
never attended a service in person (yet!) but has discovered 
us online.  The next week after our meeting, she called me to 
tell me how happy she was to feel a part of our family already 
because when she tuned in, she saw a familiar face.  

I feel so grateful to get to be a small part of someone’s 
spiritual journey, whether it is listening to them, praying with 
them, or helping them get connected to a great church home.

Our entire staff is committed to coming alongside anyone who 
wants to move forward in their relationship with God. If you 
are interested in becoming a member of Church of the Servant, 
we welcome you and would love to help you make Servant a 
place you can call “home.”

Please contact me at Jking@churchoftheservant.com if you 
would like information about how you can become a member 
of Church of the Servant.

Jessica King

Lord, Is It Warfare? 
Teach Me to Stand 
- A Devotional Study on Spiritual Victory

Are You Fully Equipped for Spiritual Battle? Once 
you become a Christian, you enter a war zone. The 
problem is, you may not even realize it. But that’s 
about to change. Lord, Is It Warfare? will equip you 
to recognize and understand the spiritual warfare 
that is inevitable for those who follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You’ll learn all the battle tactics and 
devices of your adversary, Satan. And you’ll discover 
Scriptural ways to overcome the enemy by turn-
ing to Christ, who loves you and offers you all the 
strength, wisdom, and power you need for victory.

This study entails, a book to purchase; weekly class 
via zoom; homework (between ½-1 hours each day 
for 15 weeks) and viewing a DVD once a week.

To register, contact Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@
cox.net, or text to 405-420-5463 with the following 
information: name, address, cell phone, and email. 
Cost is $5. DEADLINE to register: January 5, 2021.
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Church of the Servant’s Missions Council is excited 
to announce that the Christmas and Christmas Eve 
Fish Offering recipient will be Infant Crisis Servic-
es! Most of you know Miki Farris, the Co-Founder 
and Executive Director of Infant Crisis Service, Inc. 
is also a member of Church of the Servant. Infant 
Crisis Service works year round to help our most 
vulnerable Oklahomans by providing life-sustaining 
formula, food, and diapers to babies and toddlers in 
times of crisis. ONE in FOUR Oklahoma babies live 
in a household that struggles to provide the daily 
essentials of food or formula. As a result, some of 
those little ones go without proper nutrition. No 
baby should go hungry. Thank you for your support!

To learn more about Infant Crisis Services, go to  
https://www.infantcrisis.org/.

WHAT IS A FISH OFFERING?

Every Sunday, Church of the Servant collects what 
we call a voluntary “Fish Offering.” There are a few 
fish-shaped baskets placed around the sanctuary. 
We use these offerings for missions. We have a few 
Sundays when the fish offering will be dedicated

to a particular organization such as Skyline Urban 
Ministries or Infant Crisis Services. On the other 
days, the offering goes into a general mission fund 
called the Fish Fund to be used for mission work 
as it is needed in the community, the state, or the 
world. We love and appreciate your support!

Due to COVID-19, Skyline is not 
able to accept clothing dona-
tions at this time. They have a 
very limited staff and cannot 

come to Church of the Servant 
to pick the donations or to sort 

them, so please do not put 
items in the church’s Skyline 

bins until further notice.

SKYLINE CLOTHING 
DONATIONS HALTED

SPECIAL FISH APPEAL 
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WHIZ KIDS 2020 MENTOR OF THE YEAR
Our Whiz Kids site is proud to recognize our Mentor of the Year, Jolene Ingram. 
Jolene and her husband Dale began as tutors with our site ten years ago.  One 
year, Jolene became a tutor for a child who came to Oklahoma after Hurricane 
Katrina.  She and Dale learned of the family’s plight and helped the family in 
many ways.  Jolene continued to be faithful as a tutor, and she also became our 
emergency sub whom we could call at the last minute. This year, she was one of 
the first two people to volunteer as a virtual tutor. Over this decade, Jolene has 

supported us financially, physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually.  For virtual tutoring, we have to have 
double of everything, so this year, Jolene purchased 
new dictionaries for each child AND tutor – that’s 
a total of eight sets of books!  We are thankful 
beyond words for her dedication and service to our 
Whiz Kids site. So we honor Jolene Ingram as our 
2020 Mentor of the Year! 

UPDATE: Jolene Ingram has been chosen as the 
Mentor of the Year for all of Whiz Kids Oklahoma 
(over 38 other sites)! Congratulations Jolene and 
thank you for your faithful service! 

HATS AND GLOVES TREE
In collaboration with Penn Avenue Redemption UMC, Earthglow is collecting hats and gloves 
through December 20.  In addition, we will provide a box to collect any new, unused hygiene 
products if you would rather donate shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, razors, and 
deodorant.  They are also in need of new socks, sweatpants, new or gently used athletic 
shoes, and flip-flops.  Last but not least, they have requested our prayers for the 
transformation of lives. 

Perhaps you have never heard of Penn Avenue Church?  They serve our 
community by being and making disciples for Jesus Christ, celebrating 
God’s grace, encouraging recovery, and providing fellowship for prisoners, 
ex-prisoners, and their families.  Much of their ministry work centers around 
three local facilities (2 for women and 1 for men) that house approximately 
650 people.  Some are in the process of transitioning back to the outside 
world.  One of those facilities is the Oklahoma Re-Entry Opportunity Center 
(formerly the Carver Center), which is expected to have about 150 ladies 
by Christmas.  Due to COVID, many of these residents have been unable to 
attend church or obtain basic hygiene products.

Thank you for remembering this oft-forgotten group of God’s Children.
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A 10,000-FOOT VIEW
I am looking for three to four people to help maintain our 
   interior plants.  Do you have a green thumb?  Do you win 
      the yard of the month?  Do you have time to spare?  

Eric is always looking for 
volunteers to help with 
maintenance, cleaning, 
and repairs around the 
church building. Contact 
Eric for more information at 
enance@ServantOKC.org. 

Eric Nance
Director of Facilities

It is my belief that the big things are 
made up of the very small things.  
Often, when teaching, I talk about the 

ten-thousand-foot view from above.  We 
usually have a really good idea of the 
whole picture when we see it all; yet, many 
times we do not see the whole picture.  
We only see the piece that is right in front 
of us. While always believing this, I have 
really begun to experience its significance 
in the past year.  

When I began my new role in January, I 
had an idea of what to expect, but the 
reality was far different than what I had 
envisioned.  I often kept the whole week 
in view in my previous role.  Keeping track 
of the events for the week, when Warm 
World and Starbright were meeting, what 
Sunday school classes and Bible studies 
were meeting.  In my current role, there 
is so much more to be considered.   For 
instance, the appearance of the building, 
while overall cleanliness is paramount, 
there are also little details which often 
can be overlooked that are important: a 
damaged corner of sheet rock, a dusty 
air conditioning vent, a dead plant in the 
sanctuary.

The plants soon became a bigger worry 
to me than ever before.  They are such 
an identifier of Church of the Servant.  It 
really is one of those first things people 
recognize about our church building.  
When I tell people I work at Servant, I am 
most often asked, “Oh, the church with all 
of the plants and the waterfall?”  Over the 
many years, we have had faithful volun-
teers: Pam Henthorne, Kevin and Cindy 
Long, Susan Satterlee, and many others 

which have helped keep all of this green-
ery alive.  I was overwhelmed with it when 
the COVID-19 quarantine began.  For a 
period, the building was closed to all but a 
few essential personnel. I am ashamed to 
admit – our plant life took a hit. I strug-
gled with getting this job done on a weekly 
basis.  Lucky for me, one of our custodi-
ans took this job on and did well with it, 
but our plant life began to suffer.  We just 
didn’t have the green thumbs needed!

Fortunately for the plants, Susan is back, 
and in my opinion, saved us from real dis-
aster.  It is an overwhelming task at times 
the amount of plant life we have, not only 
inside, but outside the building as well.  
While we have a company that takes care 
of the mowing and some seasonal work in 
our outside flower beds, I am finding it is 
going to take more than them to manage 
our outside plants.

Often overlooked because it is so far away 
from the building is our street sign.  The 
flowerbed surrounding it should be one 
of those things important to us, being the 
first impression our building makes.  It 
is one of the little pictures in the overall 
big picture I mentioned earlier. Come this 
spring, if able to do so safely, I would like 
to begin to build teams for maintaining our 
plant life both indoors and outdoors.

Do you have a green thumb?  Do you win 
the yard of the month?  Do you have time 
to spare?  If so, I would ask that you con-
sider using your talents to help maintain 
the beauty for which Church of the Servant 
is known.
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I am looking for three to four people to 
help maintain our interior plants.  This 
should take no more than an hour a week.  
If you are interested, please contact me.  I 
am also looking for several people to help 
with the outside beds, especially in the 
courtyards surrounding the Celebration 
Center, the sign out front, our East entry 
beds, and our West entry areas.  Perhaps, 
a Sunday school class would like to take 
on one of these areas, our a family, or 
maybe just a group of friends that want to 
hang out. If interested in an outside area, 
please contact me. I can be reached by 
email at enance@ServantOKC.org or by 
calling the church office at 721-4141. I am 
looking forward to hearing from you. 

Yours in Christ,
Eric Nance

CHRISTMAS SMOKED BUTTS!
Now that we have your full attention, the MVC Sunday School class will be 
smoking Boston Butts for Christmas.  If you are unsure of what a Boston 
Butt is, you are not alone. A Boston Butt is the shoulder of pork where 
pulled pork is located. Butts are named after the barrels that were used to 
store pork during the Revolutionary War; these barrels were called butts. 
The reason butts are often called Boston Butts is that they were consid-
ered a New England specialty. Some people like pulled pork, some like 
sliced. You will be able to pre-purchase a Boston Butt for Christmas and 
pick it up on Wednesday, December 23. Each Butt will cost $40, and all 

proceeds will 
support Mission 
Ministry at Church 
of the Servant. 
To pre-order, email 
Roger Cude at 
Rcude1@cox.net.
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Join the Worship Team! Contact 
Matt Schinske for more information 
at mschinske@ServantOKC.org. 

How does sound impact your life? Remember the “buzz” from the dryer? My per-
spective - what a purely annoying sound, but with the purpose that one could hear it 
everywhere in the house. Stacey and I recently got a Samsung washer and dryer, and 
instead of a buzz, it plays a fun little tune; it makes you happy to be doing laundry. 
The buzz = annoying; I have to fold laundry. The tune = fun; I get to fold laundry!

We have entered the season with Christmas sounds like bell ringers, Christmas 
songs, and the “BC Clark Anniversary Sale” jingle.  Like the dryer, these sounds can 
be a buzz or a tune. Will they annoy or bring moments of joy? Consider each sound 
you hear as an opportunity to intentionally focus on the birth of our Savior. He came 
to earth pouring out love that cannot be imagined, and He came for each one of us! 
He came for you; He came for me! 

Even during the difficult year of 2020, the Christmas music and sounds at Church of 
the Servant are not canceled, but are abundant!  

Here are opportunities you can experience in-person and streaming online:

1. Weekly services on Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. – music focused on 
the Birth of Jesus.

2. December 13, 6:00 p.m. – Night of Christmas Praise. Sacred and secular 
music celebrating this Season of Joy.

3. December 24, 6:00 & 8:30 p.m. – Christmas Eve services. Sacred music 
and readings reflecting on the Holy Christ Child.

May the sounds you experience this month be music 
in your ears, leading you to think about Jesus!

Merry Christmas!
Matt

DRYER SOUNDS

Matt Schinske
Interim Director of Traditional 
Worship Arts
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SERVANT 
KIDS Report

LOOK WHAT WE DID...
Servant 45 (4th and 5th graders) participated in a ropes course adventure on November 
14th! This 3-hour event was held at Shiloh Camp, where the group participated in some 
team-building challenges as well as zip-lining. It was a great morning to spend out-
doors, and we enjoyed having a fun (and safe) time together! 

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Grades 1-5 
will meet in The Point Student Center on the south side of the church. Check-in stations 
are located at the entrance to The Point, and parents will need to be present to check-
in their kids and get name tags and parent security tags. Temperatures will also be 
taken during check-in. The kids need to bring a mask with them to wear, but they will 
have opportunities once we are socially distanced from others to take a mask break to 
get some fresh air. We will have a lesson and games, and a craft activity, and all will be 
conducted with safety and social distance in mind. You can check them out after the 
worship service outside by bringing your parent sticker. 

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and 
for their activities. For those younger kids, temperatures will also be taken, but masks 
are optional. 

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715.

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES
SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH 
KINDERGARTEN 

Merry Christmas! We are going to have an incred-
ibly sweet month as we combine the Christmas 
story with Christmas cookies! It is going to be so 
much fun! 

While cookie cutters, decorations, and excite-
ment will fill this entire month, the focus will be 
Jesus — specifically, “Jesus is God’s Son.” We 
want every preschooler to know that what we are celebrating this time of year is the won-
derful truth that God loved the world so much that He gave us His only Son, Jesus. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm John 3:16 and says, “God loved the world 
so much that he gave his only son.” We pray that we will all enter this month with the same 
wonder the shepherds had as they heard the good news for the very first time—a wonder 
that will inspire us all to go and tell everyone, everywhere, that “Jesus is God’s Son.”

Why is Jesus special? Jesus is God’s son!

D E C E M B E R   H A P P E N I N G S. . .

FRIDAY 
MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL 
TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share 
a short video devotional each 
Friday for you to watch with 
your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four 
minutes long and a great way 
to open discussion about 
different topics with your 
kids. The videos can be found 
on the Servant Kids Facebook 
page and also on our YouTube 
channel (a link to the channel 
is available on the website 
under Kids Ministry).  

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! WE POST UP-
DATES, INFORMATION, 
PICTURES, AND MORE, 
SO DON’T MISS OUT! GO 
TO @SERVANTKIDS ON 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SIMPLY CHRISTMAS: NO ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about the 
connection between CHRISTMAS and 
God’s character, as shown through the 
Gospel. Christmas is celebrating Jesus, 
God’s greatest gift. 

Christmas can be filled with all sorts of 
emotions. Some people easily experience 
the joy of the season. Some rest in the hope that God is making all things new. But others 
struggle to find peace due to life’s circumstances. With all that’s going on this time of year, 
we thought it’d be great to go back to the basics and simply celebrate Christmas. 

The truth is Jesus is the best gift God ever gave. Jesus was proof that God loves us, and 
we can trust God no matter what. Because of Jesus, it’s possible for us to have a relation-
ship with God that will last forever. As we remember the Christmas story, we take time 
to celebrate the greatest gift the world has ever known and rediscover joy and hope and 
peace as we rest in the unconditional love of God.

Our memory verse this month comes from Luke 2:11 and says, “Today in the town of David 
a savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.” We will discuss how you can 
have hope because God keeps his promises, and you can have joy because God has a plan 
for you. God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior, and God’s peace is for everyone.
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS!
DECEMBER 20 DURING 11:00 
SERVICE IN THE CENTRUM)
Come celebrate the birth of Jesus as we all 
worship together in the Centrum. Kids are 
invited to participate in singing the closing 
song during the service. We will be practicing 
the song during part of the 11:00 service on 
December 6 and 13, then we will have a final 
rehearsal on Sunday, December 20 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Centrum. Singing in front of the 
audience will be optional, but we think it will be 
a ton of fun! You are also invited to wear your 
favorite Christmas attire that morning. Whether 
it is an ugly sweater, fancy attire, or a Christ-
mas mask, we want you to get in the Christmas 
spirit. Servant Kids will not be open during the 
11:00 service since this service will be geared 
towards families (the nursery will still be open 
for kids up to age 3). 

KANAKUK KAMPOUT
AUGUST 2-6, 2021
Mark your calendars now for the return of 
Kanakuk Kampout! next summer! The dates 
are August 2-6. Registration won’t be open 
until early next year, but we will let you know 

when it’s time to register! 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SOME FUN EVENTS HAPPENING SOON!

DRIVE-THRU LIVE NATIVITY
FOR ALL AGES—DECEMBER 20, 12:00-1:00 PM
(HOSTED BY SERVANT KIDS MINISTRY)
Immediately following the 11:00 service on Sunday, December 20, we will 
have a drive-thru live nativity in the parking lot! As you drive through the na-
tivity, you will have the opportunity to revisit the story of the birth of Jesus. 
Even if you’re not comfortable attending the service in person that day, you 
are still welcome to join us for the drive-thru nativity. All ages are invited to 
enjoy this event! 

During the drive-thru nativity, adults will receive a worship bag with supplies 
to be used for Christmas Eve if you choose to virtually participate in that ser-
vice. Kids will each receive a goody bag to help us celebrate Jesus’ birthday! 
You won’t want to miss out on this special event. We look forward to seeing 
you that day! 
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SERVANT CONNECT

Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

What a November it has been! Meeting 
within the guidelines of COVID-19, Serv-
ant Students have continued to gather, 
worship, and fellowship throughout this 
month. Our month started out as we least 
expected it – a True 2020 Halloween 
Party. Due to the October ice storm that 
hit Oklahoma City, our Halloween Party 
was moved to the first week in November. 
Skyler gives more of a picture of what this 
night looked like, but man, it was a BLAST! 
As we continued further into the month, 
our students met for small groups on 
Wednesdays and worshiped on Sundays.

Our middle school students dove deep 
into two related mini-series called “Infiniti” 
and “#NothingWill.” Both of these series 
focused on Romans 8 and the endless 
love that God has for His children. These 
messages provided students with the 
truth that nothing can separate us from 
this love and the charge that such free-
dom gives us the example to follow Christ 
in all that we do. Small group discussion 
and worship gave time for reflection and 
praise for this truth.

Our high school students also heard two 
mini-series this month called “True to Your 
Word” and “Satisfied.” The first series was 
a breaking down of David’s Psalm 23 and 
how this picture of the Good Shepherd 
gives us hope in God who is with us in 
the mountains and valleys of our lives. 
The second series connected with the 
Thanksgiving holiday in challenging stu-
dents to see the radical commitment as 
Christ-followers to find fulfillment in Jesus 
Christ. As with the middle schoolers, these 
teachings are connected to small group 
discussion and worship.

Within this month, we welcomed one of 
our seniors and student worship leaders, 
Addison Coniglio, to speak on what the 

Lord has shown her, especially this year. 
She connected her story to Psalm 23 in 
speaking on how God has been with her in 
the lowest valleys and called her to a new 
perspective and trust in Him. This incred-
ibly powerful night paved the way for 
future students to share their testimonies 
and speak about how God has impacted 
their lives as their Good Shepherd. 

Worship has also made way for new 
talents to come forward. As a majority 
student-led worship band, middle and high 
schoolers have the chance to participate 
in worship with any instrument they may 
play. We find this to be incredibly impor-
tant in encouraging students to worship 
with the talents so gifted to them by 
God. This month, we had two students, 
Samuel Mosley and Alyssa Caywood, 
join the worship band with their stringed 
instruments. Their passion for music and 
using their gifts for the glory of God made 
our corporate worship experiences all the 
more beautiful. 

November was an amazing month of wor-
ship, testimony, fellowship, and so much 
goodness. We look forward to what’s 
ahead for Servant Students in the month 
of December.  

Heather Winner

SERVANT STUDENTS

Would you like more information about 
Servant Student Ministries? Contact 
Heather at hwinner@ServantOKC.org or 
Skyler at srodriguez@ServantOKC.org.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students

Addison
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Addison

On November 4th, Servant Students had their 2020 Halloween 
Party. Due to the ice storms that occurred in late October, we were 
forced to move this event back by a week. This year was already 
pretty whacky, so having our Halloween Party in November only 
made sense. 

Students gathered and competed in group competitions, ate some 
delicious sweets, and went to battle in our Nerf Arena. We were 
able to recreate the Point and turn it into a battleground full of 
obstacles and lights to create an atmosphere for students to play 
Capture the Flag and enjoy their time of being active and strate-
gizing as teams. Our group competitions came in the forms of 
minute-to-win-it games, relay races, and trivia. By the end of the 
night, our high school girls came out victorious and were rewarded 
with a giant feast of Chick-Fil-A the following Wednesday night. Our 
6th-grade girls were also rewarded for showing up in the best group 
costume as each of them came as a different color of M&M candy. 
Our other small groups participated in our costume contest, with 
some groups dressing as Men in Black, cheerleaders, lumberjacks, 
and so much more.

It was odd having Halloween festivities in the month of November, 
but the joy that the students found and the fun they were able to 
have made all the planning, hard work, and waiting worth it.

Skyler Rodriguez

A TRUE 2020 
  HALLOWEEN PARTY 
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SERVANT CONNECT

As we look forward to December, we are aware of the 
concerns regarding the pandemic and hope to con-
tinue making the wisest and safest decisions pos-

sible for all students and leaders involved. Through prayer 
and wise counsel with lay and clergy leadership, Skyler and 
I have come to the decision to change our original plans for 
this final month of 2020. 

So what exactly does that mean? Originally, our students 
were meeting every Wednesday and Sunday from Decem-
ber 2nd through December 16th, including a Christmas 
Party to end the semester. After assessing the current 
state of the pandemic, we feel it is best to move to a virtual 
plan with less in-person meetings, specifically planning 
gatherings conscious of the holidays that surround. We 
want students and their families to feel comfortable in this 
holiday season in hopes of seeing loved ones, and we want 
to limit the worry of exposure by all means necessary. Our 
new plan will go as follows:

1. Students will not gather again in person until 
December 9th from 7:00-8:30 p.m. for our Christ-
mas Party. This date extends nearly two weeks 
after Thanksgiving and over two weeks before 
Christmas. The event will take place in The Point 
Student Center, the concourse, and the Centrum 
in order to promote social distancing. We will 
take temperatures as students enter the building 
and enforce that masks be worn at all times. 
Other details for this event will be relayed closer 
to the date.

2. Servant Students will not meet corporate-
ly during any other date in the month of 
December. Skyer and I will be creating and 
filming devotionals that will be sent out 
through social media and email on De-
cember 2nd, 6th, 9th, and 13th. Students 
will also have the chance to meet with 
their small group via Zoom to check in and 
pray for one another (this information will 
be sent out weekly). 

3. Students will also receive a challenge to give 
back to their community. One of the best ways to 
support hospital personnel and medical profes-
sionals in this season is a simple thank you. This 
is a way to make it known that we notice them 
and are so grateful for the work they are putting 
forward in this uncertain time. Students will be 
challenged to write at least one letter of grati-
tude. More information about this to come!

This is not an easy decision to make, as we want to be 
together for the celebration of this Advent season. Though 
we feel strongly the safety of our students, leaders, and all 
their families and friends is so very important. We hope to 
continue to refine our plans in moving forward, but ask for 
prayer as we all maneuver through this unique Christmas 
season.

Even in such a time as this, I pray we do not lose sight 
of the great hope we have. Friends, there is so much to 
hope for – most specifically, our God who is with us in this 
time of waiting and wondering. May we use this time to 
draw closer to our loved ones and closer to God. May we 
encourage our students to dive into a relationship with God 
by our own acts of discipleship and devotion. May we pray 
for perseverance for our students and for continued safety 
and guidance, and for the parents who are making tough 
decisions daily. All in all, may we look in anticipation in this 
time and watch how God will undoubtedly move in power.

Heather Winner

WHAT’S AHEAD 
   FOR SERVANT STUDENTS? 
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• Nativity Scenes

• Trees

• Santas

• Creatures

• Snacks galore

• Christmas Mat Inserts

• And so much more

Earthglow is stocked!
Call Sharon 795-9384 or Margy 219-9536 
to schedule an appointment (with social 
distancing on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.).  Curbside pickup is 
available, too! We are also open on Sunday 
mornings from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (we will be 
closed during 9:30 service). 

Where else can you shop Local, Small, and 
Safely (with Easy parking) as well as benefit 
Missions?  You can do ALL of this right here 
at Earthglow Gift Shop, located in the Main 
Concourse of Church of the Servant.

Thank you for helping us “gift” the least, 
last, and lost in our own community, with the 
profits from your purchases.

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES 

9:30  •  11:00
LIVE STREAM

Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
servantokc.online.church

Also on Facebook @ServantOKC

A United Methodist Congregation

CONTACT US:
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

ServantOKC.org
405.721.4141


