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Greetings! Recently I was asked 
an important question. The 
question was simple initially, but 

it was also profound. I was asked, since 
mid-March, what do I miss the most? I 
paused for a moment, and many ideas 
came flooding into my mind. However, 
there were so many places and things 
coming to mind; I knew I needed to 
pause and think a bit longer on this 
question. After thinking about it for a 
day or so, I concluded, and it was simple. 
What I missed the most was not a place 
or thing. What I missed the most was 
you and the fellowship we share week-in 
and week-out. 

What helped me realize this was a Face-
Time call from a friend. He mentioned 
he was tired of merely speaking over 
the phone, and so on that particular day, 
he FaceTimed me. Our time together 
on FaceTime was much more fun, and 
seeing one other helped us connect. I 
even found I was more engaged and less 
distracted during our call. Once we had 
finished our conversation, we committed 
to using this option more often and not 
just speaking over the phone. 

After realizing how much I was missing 
the person-to-person connections, I be-
gan to wonder how each of us at Church 

of the Servant could connect in new and 
more intentional ways. I know COVID-19 
cases are on the rise in Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma City. It would be easy for 
me to use this as an excuse to pause 
until the time was just right to begin 
something new. However, I also realize 
with the daylight shortening and winter 
quickly approaching, many of us could 
become even more isolated than we find 
ourselves now. A new question arose. 
An important question. What can we do 
to connect and remain safe during the 
winter months? Winter could be incred-
ibly hard on all of us due to COVID-19, 
and the potential to become even more 
isolated will be a possibility. After a bit 
of time thinking and praying, I felt led to 
begin a new discipline each week. 

Often engaging in a new discipline 
means that we will give something up or 
begin something new. For me, the disci-
pline of setting intentional time aside for 
connecting and building relationships 
has been a challenge since March. Fear 
of exposing others to COVID-19 and 
bringing COVID-19 home to my family 
has kept me from doing certain things 
and going to certain places. I then asked 
myself, what can I do safely and inten-
tionally each week?
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A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister
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Beginning on Thursday, November 6, I want 
to invite you to join me for a time of prayer, 
conversation, and maybe even Holy Com-
munion. Each Thursday from 1:00 - 5:00 
p.m., you will have an opportunity to set an 
appointment for a thirty-minute Zoom call 
or meet me in the Chapel of the Cross for 
an in-person meeting. In-person meetings 
will follow careful COVID-19 protocols. To 
schedule a Zoom Call or in-person ap-
pointment, please email me at mmitchell@
churchoftheservant.com.  No matter if I see 
you every Sunday in-person or we have not 
been able to meet since before spring break, 
I hope you will be making an appointment. 
Thursdays with Matthew will hopefully en-
able us to connect, catch up, pray together, 
and possibly share in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion safely and intentionally.

Plan to join me on Zoom or in-person very 
soon! All you have to do is make an appoint-
ment. Appointments will be first-come-first-
serve, and I cannot wait to connect with you 
shortly in a new way!

What will you be doing Thursday afternoon? This large group Bible Study is a favorite 
among many women as it appeals to the 
beginning follower as well as the seasoned 
believer. Each session is essentially an 
independent study; so even if your schedule 
will prevent weekly attendance, feel free to 

attend as often as possible.

Join us on Tuesdays in the Centrum. 
For more information, email Jessica 
King.  Childcare is available. 
Livestream is available on our 
WEBSITE and on Facebook Watch 
@ServantOKC.

Grab your Bible and join a group of God-filled, 
fun-loving men in a study led by our senior 
minister, Dr. Matthew Mitchell. No registration 
required. 

Due to COVID-19, donuts and coffee will not 
be served at Buck and a Bible. Feel free to 
bring your own mug of coffee. 

Livestream is available on our 
WEBSITE and on Facebook Watch 
@ServantOKC.

Servant 
Women in the Word
Tuesdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m.

CENTRUM
Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,

Senior Minister
 

Men’s
Buck and a Bible

Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 a.m.
CENTRUM

Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,
Senior Minister

 

Women’s Morning Bible Study

Men’s Morning Bible Study

Women in the Word

Buck and a Bible
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Jessica King
Director of Connections

Church is more than a two-hour 
gathering on Sundays, and it 
is certainly more than a crowd 

gathered around a stage; it is a commu-
nity sharing life around a table, or if you 
are lucky, a campfire. 

A few weeks ago, several women from 
our church community and I decided 
to embark on an adventure together.   
We planned a three-day and two-night 
camping and hiking trip to Black Mesa 
State Park in the Oklahoma panhandle.  
It was a risky trip, not only because it 
was tarantula-mating season, but also 
because some of the women on the trip 
were women I did not know well, and 
others did not know each other at all.  I 
wondered how it would go; if there would 
be awkward lulls in conversation, if we 
would get together and realize we had 
very little in common and would then 
have to choose whether to stay in the 
awkwardness or test our luck with the 
tarantulas.  Fortunately, things went real-
ly well, and new and deepening friend-
ships were formed.  

While our trip to the great outdoors 
was exciting and effortless in all the 
right kinds of ways, living in Christian 
community is not always easy, and yet, 
Jesus calls us to this.  We make several 
common pitfalls when trying to live into 
this calling, one of which is having unre-
alistic expectations.  We have this ideal 
image in our heads of how community 
should or shouldn’t be, and so, we tend 
to wait around for the perfect fit; or we 
bounce around from one community to 
the next, one relationship to the next, or 

one church to the next.  You will never 
find what you are looking for if you are 
searching for perfection. It is a myth.  It 
does not exist!

Another mistake we make is avoiding 
living a life within community because 
of intimidation or fear.  In the context of 
Christian community, our most authentic 
selves are laid bare.  There is nowhere 
for us to hide who we really are or are 
not; it just spills out of us with no filter, 
for better or for worse.  However, this 
is how we become people of love.  We 
mess up; people call us out; we recog-
nize that that is not who we want to be; 
we repent, and we come back to the 
center of Love.

To live a life in Christian community as 
Jesus did and as he calls us to do, is 
costly.  It requires both vulnerability and 
accountability.  One without the other 
will never produce change.  If transfor-
mation to Christ-likeness is our ultimate 
goal (and it is!), then we need both of 
these components to mature into the 
people of love that God is calling us to 
be.

The family of God is not a social club 
or a group of friends who look, think, 
and talk similarly, but a community of 
apprentices following Jesus’ way of life. 
And despite the work it takes, the fights 
we will endure, and the learning we will 
do along the way, together we’re figuring 
out how to be with Jesus, become like 
him, and do what he did.

Jessica

TARANTULAS, COMMUNITY, 
   AND A LIFE OF APPRENTICESHIP

Questions about membership, Bible 
study, or how to get involved? Contact 
Jessica at jking@ServantOKC.org. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MEETING SPACES AVAILABLE
Over the past couple of months, I have had the opportunity to touch base with each of our adult Sunday school leaders. I have 
reached out to understand how each group is adjusting to the challenges brought on by this unique season of history we find our-
selves in.  These conversations have been very special, as I have been able to get to know each group’s different dynamics, as told 
by their leader.  It has also provided an opportunity for me to pray for each group and leader.  

One question I was sure to ask every leader was, what interest does their group have in meeting in-person inside the church.  
There was a mix of responses, with the majority stating that they were not quite ready to meet in person and opting to continue 
meeting virtually.  Other leaders said that their group was ready to meet.  With this information, Mathew, Randy, and I set out to 
develop a plan that would provide options for meeting spaces and times for our Sunday school classes.  Below you will see a list 
of the days and times that are available to book for your Sunday school class, as well as locations with their capacity. 

DAYS & TIMES:
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY
Session 1:  9:30-11:30 AM
Session 2: 1:30-3:30 PM
Session 3: 6:00-8:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Session 1:  9:30-11:30 AM
Session 2: 1:30-3:30 PM

FRIDAY
Session 1:  9:30-11:30 AM

SUNDAY
Each class will have access to the use of Community 
Hall in the morning on a rotating schedule.

SPACES:
The Point Student Center SW Classroom – 15-20 people
The Point Student Center NW Classroom – 15-20 people
The Point Student Center Auditorium – 30 people
Community Hall– 40 people 

This new formatting to group meetings provides our 
classes with more opportunities than ever before to 
meet in our building throughout the week. It allows us 
more moments of togetherness so that we can check 
up on each other. What a blessing! If you have any 
questions or would like to visit with me about booking a 
space for your Sunday school class based on the above 
options, please feel free to email me at 
jking@churchoftheservant.com.

Jessica King
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CHRISTMAS GRACE 2020 will be partner-
ing with six local organizations to provide gifts 
and necessities to those in our community that 
need a little extra cheer this Christmas season. 
Every Sunday in November, there will be a sign-
up table in the concourse so that our church 
family can choose an individual or family to 
bless. Beginning November 1, online sign-up is 
also available. Register today at ServantOKC.
org/Christmas-Grace.

All gifts must be brought to the church before 
or on December 1 so they can be delivered 
in time to spread joy, love, and hope to our 
neighbors. For more information, contact Holly 
Browning at hbrowning@ServantOKC.org.

SKYLINE 
The final total raised for this outstanding 
project is $17,155! Mission Council hopes to 
present a check to Skyline in person. While it’s 
not the largest check that Servant has ever 
donated to them, it’s an amazing amount in this 
time of COVID! We hope that a personal visit 
will encourage the people at Skyline and stress 
how much Church of the Servant values our 
relationship with them.

WHIZ KIDS
Whiz Kids started tutoring virtually with seven 
children from Eugene Fields Elementary School 
on Monday, October 19.  We have 14 tutors who 
have volunteered to tutor; we are just waiting 
for more children to be identified and referred 
to Whiz Kids. Eugene Fields is a new school 
for our site this year, and we are excited to be 
partnering with them. Eugene Fields also has 
another site helping them because the need is 
great.  At some point, our hope is that we can 
get together in person with joint events planned 
for both sites together.  Each child is provided a 
book kit once a month with a book-of-the-month 
that matches the child’s reading level, along 
with a snack, printed learning activities, and a 
small toy that fits the book’s theme.  The tutors 
also receive a book and the learning activities 
and suggestions on what to do each week.  If 
you are interested in helping financially, a child 
can be sponsored for $20 a month, or if you 
would like to come on board as a tutor, please 
contact Shirley Rolston or Carolyn Hays at Mis-
sions@ServantOKC.org.
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Small but significant steps are 
being taken to create a relation-
ship with Martin Luther King Ele-
mentary School. Classroom Care 
teams are all online for the time 
being. However, COS Missions 
Council and councilperson Amber 
Neaves hope to host luncheons 
for the entire staff on November 
19, December 17, February 25, and 
May 8. While the format has not 
yet been determined, please mark 
these dates on your calendar. We 
would love to have help with pro-
viding food of some kind or help 
with decorations or setup. You can 
email missions@servantokc.org 
and let us know you are interested 
in helping in some way. 

RESTORE 
OKC SCHOOLS

NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION:
In an effort to keep you fully informed, we would like to share that Rise 
Against Hunger will NOT be held in 2021 due to the COVID-19 outbreak 
and the large numbers of people and close contact needed to carry out 
the project. 

Also, Hannah’s Promise cannot be held for the 
time being as the people served have fragile 
immune systems. 

We are working to bring all our regular mission 
projects back and provide you with opportuni-
ties to serve during this time. The rising COVID 
numbers have made it difficult. 

Please consider adopting a family on 
November 1 with our Christmas Grace program.

REBUILDING TOGETHER
About ten volunteers from Servant gathered at 712 NE 32nd on Saturday, October 
17, to work on well-needed repairs to the home. We scraped, caulked, painted, 
and enjoyed homemade cookies brought to us by Rev. Norman and Kipp Neaves! 
Metal hand railings were also installed on the back porch. Due to COVID, only out-
door work was provided this year. Usually, renovations are made inside and out. A 
big thank you to Church of the Servant and our general Fish Fund for helping with 
a $5,000 donation to assist with completing the work.

While driving to the Servant house, it was exciting to see several other homes in 
the neighborhood that were also being updated by Rebuilding Together. Usually, 
Rebuilding Together works on 12-16 houses; however, only eight houses were 
scheduled this year. Once again, this was due to reduced money and volunteers 
due to COVID. Servant volunteers were joined by two other groups so that we 
could complete painting the house by early afternoon! Clay Cockrill and Charles 
Waggoner oversaw our team this year. It was great to be serving once again, 
even if in a limited way!

07ServantOKC.org



SERVANT CONNECT

SERVANT IS 
MORE THAN A JOB

The truth is none of these events in my life would have much 
     meaning if it weren’t for the gift-giving at Church of the Servant.

Eric is always looking for 
volunteers to help with 
maintenance, cleaning, 
and repairs around the 
church building. Contact 
Eric for more information at 
enance@ServantOKC.org. 

Eric Nance
Director of Facilities

Here we are again, stewardship 
time.  I used to hate when this 
time of year came around.  I hated 

to hear the sermons about money and 
giving, because usually I felt I wasn’t able 
to give.  Truth be told, this is actually one 
of the best times of the year.

I have been looking back at my time here 
at the church.  I see how much of my life 
has happened at Church of the Servant.  
In preparation for this article, I used a 
free-write exercise, which required me to 
write the main subject in the middle of the 
page and explore the ideas that popped 
into my head by writing them down in 
bubbles.  As you can see from the picture, 
I had quite a bit going through my head.  
However, I sat and stared at the word 
“stewardship” for quite some time, telling 
myself, “Think about giving; think about 
giving.”  I then began to think outside of 
the box and asked myself, “How has the 
church affected me?”  I realized the church 
has given me wisdom, knowledge, grace, 
mercy, peace, love, and so much more.  
The church has given my life a place to 
grow.  Servant has helped me through so 
many life transitions – marriage, divorce, 
becoming a caregiver, a teacher, a spiritual 
leader, and returning to school to earn my 
Bachelor’s degree – the church has been 
there.

I have made many great friends here.  
Frank Terlip was one of my favorite 
volunteers.  He was genuinely concerned 
about me and my life and made it a point 
to check up on me.  I met Frank through 

Tuesday Morning Carpentry.  Several 
men would stay after Buck-N-Bible to do 
various woodworking projects around the 
building.  One year, I had to have my upper 
wisdom teeth removed.  Frank made it 
a point to drive to my home to bring me 
woodworking magazines and check up on 
me.  Frank passed several years later, but I 
am thankful Frank was in my life.  He was 
a good friend and a mentor to me. 

Being at the church has taught me to be 
a leader through teaching and service 
projects.  I, along with several other staff 
members, started a Sunday school class 
for myself.  My original intention was to 
have a supporting role; however, Jesus 
had a different plan!  Within a few months, 
I found myself in the leadership role, trying 
to hold this new class together.  As I was 
praying to let the class end, the class was 
praying for its survival and for me as well.  
A year into this struggling, Rev. Randy 
Shrauner developed Sunday School Univer-
sity.  This was life-changing for me and my 
approach to ministry. I became a teacher, 
and our class is now over 15 years old.  If 
you are looking for a group of people to do 
life with, please contact me. We would love 
to have you check out the Perspective(s) 
class (formerly called Monache). 

Through teaching, I have met many 
wonderful people who have become my 
friends.  They have told me of the impact I 
have made on their lives.  This statement 
humbles me because I know it isn’t really 
me, but God.  Through teaching, my walk 
with Jesus has grown and become closer.
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Because of the church, I had a chance to 
go to Ukraine and be part of a mission 
team, and I learned a big lesson on gen-
erosity!  Ukraine later became a study 
topic for me as I did my Adult Study 
program at Southern Nazarene Universi-
ty.  On this trip, I saw the church at work.  
Not only were we building a structure; 
we were building relationships.  I heard 
great stories from the people in Ukraine 
about how Servant’s dollars were making 
a difference; Servant’s dollars helped 
fund an orphanage, feed the hungry in 
a soup kitchen, and brought families 
together at the church.  There wasn’t a 
day that went by where we didn’t have 
a chance to speak with local residents 
about the church.  The news of Vacation 
Bible School spread, and there seemed 
to be new children every day.

My job at Servant is more than just a 
job; it is a ministry.  I have found in my 
experiences that we all do ministry no 
matter where we are.  I started at Church 
of the Servant as the night custodian.  
One night, Reverend Basset had an infor-
mational meeting about a new mission 
opportunity in South Africa.  The meeting 
was taking place in Room 12.  There was 
only one problem; a few minutes before 
the meeting, I discovered the room had 
not been cleaned or set up for this cru-
cial first meeting.  I hurriedly corrected 
the problem, and that night they had an 
excellent meeting; the mission trip was 
a success.  Jeremy Bassett thanked 
me and told me how vital it is to have a 
properly cleaned and set-up room.  An 
unorganized space implies you do not 
know what you are doing, or that you do 

not care.  I realized my simple actions 
helped a simple first-time meeting be-
come a force which changed the world 
for someone half a globe away.

The church has given me so much 
through your prayers, your presence, 
your service, your witness, and your 
financial gifts.  The truth is, none of 
these events in my life would have much 
meaning if it weren’t for the gift-giving at 
Church of the Servant.  As you consider 
your gift this year, take a few moments 
and think about what the church has 
given you.

Eric Nance
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Join the Worship Team! Contact 
Chip Hogsed for more information 
at chogsed@ServantOKC.org. 

Haleigh and I just watched a show 
on Netflix called Moneyball. It is 
about the 2002 Oakland Athlet-

ics and how they built a winning base-
ball team in an unorthodox way. They 
had lost three top players after 2001, 
and the team didn’t have money to sign 
any stars; so Oakland’s general manager, 
Billy Beane, used some often-neglect-
ed statistics to assemble a group of 
lesser-known players either “past their 
prime” or seen by other teams as not 
skilled enough. That ragtag team ran off 
a 20-game winning streak on the way to 
winning their division and 103 games.

This story reminds me a little of 
the way Jesus put together His 
“team” of disciples. He included 
rough Galilean fishermen, a zealot, 

and even a despised tax collector named 
Levi (Matthew). This reminds me that 
“God has chosen the weak things of the 

world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty” (1 Cor. 1:27). God used those 
dedicated men to ignite a movement 
that affected the world so dramatically it 
has never been the same.

Oliver Berry is currently a 5th grader. 
This young man has faithfully served on 
our worship team the entire time that I 
have been a part of Church of the Serv-
ant. I remember the first time I spoke 
with his father, Chad. Chad explained 
that Oliver would, with no guidance from 
his parents, go to bed early on Saturday 
night so that he would be able to give 
his best on Sunday morning. He was in 
4th grade at the time, FOURTH GRADE. 
In addition to serving every Sunday 
morning, Oliver commits several hours 
every Friday to build all of the light 
scenes for our Sunday experience. When 
Oliver accepts a job, I am confident it 
will be done well and on time. Adults in 

the congregation look to him 
as an example for their own 
children. Church leaders are 
challenged by their energy 
and commitment. I am proud 
to serve with this young man 
and call him a partner in the 
ministry. To Oliver and the 
support from his parents, we 
would not be who we are as 
a church without you. 
Thank you. Love you, man.

Chip

A TEAM OF DISCIPLES

Chip Hogsed
Director of Modern Worship Arts
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Early in our experience of the 
COVID-19 pandemic an insightful 
article circulated, which served to 

clarify how we came to understand the 
unfolding impact of the circumstance 
we were facing. In a constructive sense, 
it provided a strategic standpoint from 
which we have worked to base our deci-
sions, particularly regarding the financial 
management of Church of the Servant. 
The essay produced by a group of part-
ners at Praxis (a capital investment firm) 
is titled “Strategies for Winter: Redemp-
tive Leadership in Survival Times.”  The 
central concept of their work drove home 
the point that there were three primary 
ways to react to the unfolding situation. 
The first could be to understand it as 
a simple winter storm: a blizzard that 
would require us to hunker down until the 
storm passed. A second possibility, and a 
slightly more challenging view, would be 
to understand the then-novel cultural and 
economic interruption as the first cold 
blast of what would grow into a long win-
ter. That second possibility was a less op-
timistic assessment, but one still within 
the range of our experience: while spring 
might be months distant, it was coming 
nonetheless. However, the presentation 
of their third prospect caught my atten-
tion and has since driven our managerial 

approach. They assessed that we need to 
treat our COVID-19 environment as “the 
beginning of a little ice-age—a once-in-a-
lifetime change that is likely to affect our 
lives and our organizations for years.”    

As challenging as that concept was at the 
time and remains even now, it resonated 
within our hearts as a truthful representa-
tion of the situation we face.  

Confronted with that reality there are two 
possibilities. “One approach is an attempt 
to change as little as possible; the other 
is being willing to change as much as 
necessary so that the mission might be 
advanced.”  The mission of the Church is 
one that transcends the circumstances of 
the moment. But, to survive that moment 
required that we quickly adapt to new, 
rapidly unfolding realities. We have done 
so in three distinct areas: 1) Support-
ing and safeguarding our existing cash 
reserves, 2) Controlling operating expens-
es and adjusting our staff and business 
structure to reflect projected realities, 3) 
Pausing long-term Capital and Building 
projects until a season comes where we 
can determine with confidence our future 
needs as a congregation. Each of these 
areas deserves the fuller explanations 
that follow.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Rev. Randy Shrauner
Executive Minister

The first weeks of the pandemic and 
the lockdown sent shockwaves through 
the national economy, with no family 
or organization sheltered from that 
impact. Immediately, cashflow into 
Church of the Servant evaporated 
as we all individually assessed our 
personal situations. However, within 
two weeks, the faithfulness of the 
congregation to the church’s mission 
became evident. That steam began to 
flow, slowly at first, but building over 
time. Three weeks into the shutdown, 
we produced a video detailing the con-
gregation’s finances, and the response 
was overwhelming. Many families gave 
as they were able—some forwarding 
their full year’s tithes and pledges in 
one lump sum. That boost allowed us 
to stay current on our financial obliga-
tions and keep the bills paid even as 
we worked to make adjustments as 
necessary. 

Now, eight months into this experi-
ence, our mutual financial support of 
the church has recovered to the point 
that we are substantially on pace with 
the budgeted totals established at 
the beginning of the year. As we enter 
into the final sixty days of 2020, all 
appearances point to our being able to 
close the year with the cash reserves 
necessary to meet the obligations set 
by the Administrative Board—and in 
some instances, specifically as regards 
our apportionments to the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference, exceed our initial 
targets. 

As we look forward to 2021, the current 
stewardship campaign’s outcome will 
determine where we go from this point. 
Each pledge is both essential and nec-
essary to our shared life together. We 
have stepped up and met the need in 
these recent months. That truth allows 
us to lengthen our field of vision, con-
centrate on the year(s) to come, and 
see beyond the congregation’s monthly 
operations. As we analyze our giving 
records, examine our current cash 
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reserves, and make plans for the coming 
year’s mission and ministry, I am con-
fident that December 2021 will find us 
healthy and vibrant as a congregation, 
and living into all that God calls us to be 
in the year to come. This future has been 
made possible by your commitment to 
the work of Church of the Servant. For 
that, my only response can be to offer a 
heartfelt word of thanks and gratitude.

Working hand-in-hand with the reve-
nue side has been the question of cost 
control and the adjustments necessary 
to our staffing and business structure. 
These adjustments have undoubtedly 
been the most difficult decisions of the 
year, accompanied by no small amount 
of angst, sleepless nights, and misun-
derstanding. Salaries and Related Costs 
form the lion’s share of the expense side 
of any large congregation’s operating 
budget. As such, any significant adjust-
ments to our projections moving forward 
have necessarily impacted this line-item. 
But unlike a shift in programming, an ad-
justment to our electricity usage or lawn 
care contract, these changes involve 
men and women who are our friends 
and coworkers; brothers and sisters 
with whom we have shared the joys and 
burdens of life. 

As the pandemic’s impact unfolded, we 
realized that this was not merely a winter 
storm but was indeed the opening chap-
ters of a new reality. Changes to ensure 
the long-term viability of the congre-
gation became necessary as given the 
ongoing limitations on programming and 
ministry, we could not support the exist-
ing staff structure. As challenging as the 
reduction in force was, it was an essen-
tial adjustment driven not by personality 
or performance, only by the developing 
economic environment. As we move into 
the new year—and hopefully move past 
the pandemic’s impact—our operating 
expenses, including Salaries and Related 
Costs, currently align with our revenue 
projections for the coming year. 

Entering the early months of 2020, the 
excitement within the congregation was 
palpable due to the successful comple-
tion of a Capital Campaign raising 4.5 
million dollars for the renovation and 
expansion of our campus. As a portion 
of that campaign, the church had col-
lected approximately seven-hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars of advance giving. 
Little did we know that 2020 would throw 
us a curve-ball requiring us to pump 
the brakes on our plans. That money is 
secure and segregated from our operat-
ing accounts and being held for future 
use. We recognize the plans that the 
congregation’s leadership had carefully 
developed and approved over the prior 
two years are not likely to be what is now 
most needed to meet the community’s 
long-term needs. 

As we move into 2021, we plan to re-
gather the Building Committee and the 
Trustees to begin the process of evaluat-
ing where we go from here. Pieces of the 
initial project remain relevant—we are in 
the process of finalizing the installation 
of the “Hearing Loop” in the Celebration 
Center, and the carpet in the concourse 
still needs replacing. But other aspects, 
such as the expansion to include a 
multi-use space on the south lawn, will 

require a closer look. The God that we 
serve is faithful and true. As we prayer-
fully go before Him, we remain assured 
of His guidance toward His preferred 
future—a future that sees Church of the 
Servant thriving and active.

As always, we are committed to absolute 
transparency in the financial matters of 
the Church. We will work to answer any 
question raised and want to assure each 
of you of the financial stability of Church 
of the Servant. We understand the con-
gregation’s financial management and 
care of the tithes you give to be a sacred 
trust: one which we earn month-by-
month. 2020 has presented a unique set 
of challenges to be faced, but through 
your faithfulness and God’s steady hand 
upon us, the bills are paid, there is mon-
ey in the account, and the coming year is 
bright with opportunity.

Praise be to God,

On November 1, Church of the Servant started a new worship series titled 
“Under the Tamarisk Tree, Lessons In Stewardship.” We want to encourage 
you to worship with us in-person or online – Sunday mornings at 9:30 or 

11:00. Commitment Sunday is November 22. Please prayerfully consider your 
2021 commitment. Look for a commitment card to arrive in the mail within 

the next few weeks; and then bring that commitment card with you to church 
on Commitment Sunday, November 22, or mail it in to the church office. 
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If you ask an Earthglow volunteer what is her 
favorite Earthglow event of the year, what 
will she say? Is it when she works a shift 

and gets to interact with our fabulous, loyal 
customers and share our wonderful merchan-
dise? Or helping mark and display products? 
Is it the days leading up to and during our 
Earthglow Market?  During the market, there 
are over a hundred vendors; we serve beans, 
cornbread, and more; sell baked goods and 
host so many people from our community. Or 
is it the day when the gifts from the proceeds 
of all of the above are totaled?  That day the 
Missions/Ministries we will donate to will be 
decided. The grand total on our store window 
gets changed to reflect our cumulative giving 
changes.

All of the above, of course!!

2020 has brought challenges.  Volunteers 
are not able to work their shifts.  Earthglow 
Market won’t be held until 2021.  Our totals to 
disperse will be altered. We do have, howev-
er, some “creative options!”  We are open for 
curbside pick-up on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10-1.  You may also arrange an appoint-
ment to shop (with your mask on!) on these 
two days.  Contact Sharon 795-9384 or Margy 
219-9536 to facilitate either option.

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
OPENING ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!

EXCITING NEWS!! 

We will be open on Sunday mornings and allow limited shoppers in at a time.   
We will be all decked out for Christmas and have great merchandise for viewing 
and purchase.

Please continue to support Missions through your “modified shopping options!” 
Together we can continue to make a difference in the lives of the least, last, and 
lost in our very own community.
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Lord, Is It Warfare? Teach Me to Stand - 
A Devotional Study on Spiritual Victory 

Are You Fully Equipped for Spiritual Battle? 
Once you become a Christian, you enter a war zone. The problem is, 
you may not even realize it. But that's about to change. Lord, Is It 
Warfare? will equip you to recognize and understand the spiritual 
warfare that is inevitable for those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You'll learn all the battle tactics and devices of your adversary, Satan. 
And you'll discover Scriptural ways to overcome the enemy by turning 
to Christ, who loves you and offers you all the strength, wisdom, and 
power you need for victory. 

This study entails, a book to purchase; weekly class via zoom; homework (between ½-1 
hours each day for 15 weeks) and viewing a DVD once a week. 

To register, contact Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@cox.net  Or text to 405-420-
5463 with the following information.  

Name:  

Address:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

 

Cost:  $5.00 per person to help pay for Zooming and class DVD expenses. 

 

TO ORDER YOUR BOOK 

https://www.amazon.com/    https://www.mardel.com/  

https://www.christianbook.com/   https://www.barnesandnoble.com/  

 

WEDNESDAYS:   January 13 - April 14, 2021     9:30—11:30 am   (6 spots left) 

THURSDAYS:      January 14 – April 15, 2021    6:30—8:30 pm   (13 spots left) 
 

Because we are using Zoom, you must download the Zoom app to a computer or cell 
phone with a camera to get into our classroom. Either will work. 
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SERVANT 
KIDS Report

LOOK WHAT WE DID...
WOW!!! What an incredible evening we had on October 25th! We had a light tunnel, 28 
trunks, goodie bags for each kid, and more! We had several parents tell us how great 
the event was and that they were thankful that we did this for their kids. Thank you to 
all who volunteered, donated, sponsored, and participated in any way! We couldn’t have 
done it without you. See you all next year! 

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Grades 1-5 
will meet in The Point Student Center on the south side of the church. Check-in stations 
are located at the entrance to The Point and parents will need to be present to check-
in their kids and get name tags and parent security tags. Temperatures will also be 
taken during check-in. The kids need to bring a mask with them to wear, but they will 
have opportunities once we are socially distanced from others to take a mask break to 
get some fresh air. We will have a lesson and games and a craft activity and all will be 
conducted with safety and social distance in mind. You can check them out after the 
worship service outside by bringing your parent sticker.

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery-aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and 
for their activities. For those younger kids, temperatures will also be taken but masks 
are optional.

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715.

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids Trunk Contest Results: Watch the video at https://youtu.be/w4O4y12Egxk. 
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Fall Fest Photo Credit: Carl Shortt
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THANKFUL TREE
SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH KINDERGARTEN 

It’s time to make thankful trees! Making thankful trees is so much fun! The colors get pret-
tier and prettier as the trees get bigger and bigger. And, it feels so good to think about and 
write down what we’re thankful for – for an entire month! 

This time of year helps us refocus on all the 
good in our lives. And there is SO much good 
when it comes to God. “God is good!” is what 
we want preschoolers to learn this month. 
God is good and we have A LOT we can thank 
Him for. 

Our memory verse this month comes from 
Psalm 107:1 and says, “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.” So, get ready to create 
those thankful trees and tell God, “Thank You” for all the good things He’s made and done! 
We can’t wait to celebrate thankfulness all month long! And, in case you didn’t know, we are 
very thankful for you and all that you do to help preschoolers know that God made them, 
God loves them, and Jesus wants to be their friend forever. Who is good? God is good!

N O V E M B E R   H A P P E N I N G S. . .
FRIDAY 
MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL 
TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share 
a short video devotional each 
Friday for you to watch with 
your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four 
minutes long and a great way 
to open discussion about 
different topics with your 
kids. The videos can be found 
on the Servant Kids Facebook 
page and also on our YouTube 
channel (a link to the channel 
is available on the website 
under Kids Ministry). 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! WE POST UP-
DATES, INFORMATION, 
PICTURES, AND MORE, SO 
DON’T MISS OUT! GO TO @
SERVANTKIDS ON FACE-
BOOK, INSTAGRAM, AND 
TWITTER!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SHOUT OUT: LET ‘EM KNOW YOU’RE THANKFUL
SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about the connection between GRATITUDE and God’s 
character, as shown through God’s big story. Gratitude is letting others know you see how 
they’ve helped you. 

Gratitude sometimes feels like a 
lost art. Yet gratitude is an idea 
close to God’s heart. Think about 
all of the Bible stories where 
people give thanks to each other, 
celebrate God with feasts and 
festivals—not to mention the Psalms filled songs of praise. Just take a moment to consider 
everything God has done for you: the world He made, the promises He’s kept, the new life 
He offers through Jesus. When we remember all of that, we can always be thankful. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm 136:1 and says, “Give thanks to the Lord, 
because He is good. His faithful love continues forever.” We will discuss how you always 
have something to be thankful for. We can celebrate what God has done, say thank you, 
and adjust our attitudes. We will learn about getting in the habit of being grateful. 
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 

ROPES COURSE 
ADVENTURE
NOVEMBER 14
Servant 45 (4th and 5th graders)— Calling all 
4th and 5th graders!!! 
We are excited about a ropes course adventure 
coming up on November 14, from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. This 3-hour event will take place at 
Shiloh Camp, where we will participate in some 
team-building challenges as well as zip-lining. 
The cost is $25 per participant. Parents are 
welcome to participate along with their 4th or 
5th grader, but we ask that no siblings outside 
of 4th or 5th grade participate so that this 
event is a time for this group to bond with one 
another. Snacks will be provided and we will 
have an awesome time together! Register by 
November 11th to reserve your spot at Servan-
tOKC.org/Events. 

SCAVENGER HUNT
NOVEMBER 29

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS! 
PARTY
DECEMBER 20 DURING 
THE 9:30 & 11:00 SERVICES

SAVE THE DATE FOR SOME FUN EVENTS HAPPENING SOON!

KANAKUK KAMPOUT
AUGUST 2-6, 2021

Mark your calendars now for the return of Kanakuk Kampout! next summer! 
The dates are August 2-6. Registration won’t be open until early next year, 

but we will let you know when it’s time to register! 
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Fall Fest Photo Credit: Carl Shortt
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BEGINNING YOGA CLASS
Be good to yourself; awaken your mind, body and spirit with your yoga practice.  This class will focus on basic 
yoga poses, including proper body alignment, breathing, and relaxation.  When yoga becomes a routine in your 
life, it can help with blood pressure, mental clarity, flexibility, and stress reduction. These are only a few of the 
benefits you may experience.

This class is for all ages and abilities. 
We meet in The Point Student Center.

Eight-week class - $60; or Single classes - $10
Thursdays, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Classes are ongoing.

Contact Jo Fendrych at 405-808-3082 to enroll 
or if you need more information.
Proceeds donated to Church of The Servant and A Place to Grow, Inc.
Scholarships available. 
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

Servant Students had a wonderful 
month of October full of fellowship 
opportunities! Alongside week-

ly Wednesday Night Small Groups and 
Sunday Worship, one of our biggest events 
of the month was our Servant Games. 
These games were weekly competitions 
based on grade and gender. Each week, 
the groups competed against one anoth-
er to strive for the ultimate goal: a giant 
Chick-Fil-A feast. The month concluded 
with our Halloween party. We rounded out 
the Servant games, had different com-
petitions throughout the night for each 
small group to participate in, and turned 

The Point into a massive, glow-in-the-dark 
Nerf arena. Our high school girls and boys 
were able to have specified meetups as 
well. High School Girls gathered together 
at Inspirations Tea Room for a meal and 
conversation, and our High School Boys 
had a golf outing at Top Golf. These were 
great times for students to gather with 
one another and grow their relationship 
with our leaders. October was also full of 
testimonies by both Heather and Skyler, 
pumpkin painting, loads of good times in 
small group, and incredible worship and so 
much more. We cannot wait to see what 
November will hold for Servant Students!

SERVANT STUDENTS

Would you like more information about 
Servant Student Ministries? Contact 
Heather at hwinner@ServantOKC.org or 
Skyler at srodriguez@ServantOKC.org.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students
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“Small groups are a huge part of this ministry.” I remember this insight 
being obvious yet incredibly helpful from the first few weeks of Skyler 
and I beginning as directors of Servant Students. The small group min-
istry within the student ministry at Church of the Servant is one built 
on developing young people into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

It’s more than just what happens on Wednesday nights. Small groups 
are relationship-strengthening, compassion-fostering, and faith-deep-
ening midweek moments built to support students, their walk with the 
Lord, and their connections with one another. It is undeniable that our 
students long for these midweek moments. In all that COVID-19 has 
caused, though, small groups seemed nearly impossible. This was 
due to the contact and connection involved that caused leadership to 
pause. How do we do this? Where do we meet? How can Servant Stu-
dents small groups go forward amidst a pandemic? Nevertheless, with 
caution, wisdom, and grace upon grace, our students have gotten to 
meet while maneuvering through the obstacles found within this year. 

For the last two months, small groups have gathered on Wednesday 
nights to catch up, dive into the Word, discuss how it can be applied to 
their lives, and pray together. Spread out in groups and with masks on 
their faces, students meet with adult leaders spanning our atrium. And 
though we can’t meet in rooms or take off masks quite yet, the connec-
tions have not been held back and students are clearly responding to 
this. More and more students continue to gather at Wednesday night 
small groups because in these and all times, it is relationship that they 
need most. 

There are few things more encouraging than witnessing the hunger of 
our young people to gather, worship, and discuss what God is doing in 
this world today. This very pandemic has shown how much our world 
relies on and longs for connection; so, providing a weekly opportunity 
for students to meet has been an honor and joy for leadership. As we 
endure and persevere through whatever may come, Servant Students 
will seek to find ways to connect and learn what discipleship looks like 
amidst a pandemic.

Heather

SMALL GROUPS 
AMIDST A PANDEMIC 

“And let us not neglect our meeting together…but encourage one another, 
         especially now that the day of  his return is drawing near.”
                                                                        - Hebrews 10:25 NLT
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES 

9:30  •  11:00
LIVE STREAM

Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
servantokc.online.church

Also on Facebook @ServantOKC

A United Methodist Congregation

CONTACT US:
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

ServantOKC.org
405.721.4141


