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SERVANT CONNECT

Greetings! I hope you are well and 
healthy. This morning the tem-
peratures were in the low fifties, 

and my whole family was excited. Each 
year as the summer comes to a close, 
college football season finally begins. 
With this change of seasons, pastors 
throughout the country begin to develop 
stewardship plans for their churches. 
Similar to the college football season, 
this year’s stewardship season will be a 
bit different. Almost every pastor I know 
is perplexed how any of us can speak 
about stewardship in such a strange 
season. Recently, a dear friend of mine, 
who is a retired clergy person, confessed 
how thankful he was not to be facing 
the realities churches and pastors are 
dealing with as plans for 2021 begin to 
take shape.

One industry I have learned a great 
deal from during this time is College 
Football. What a rollercoaster ride each 
of our favorite teams have been on since 
well before spring practice. Think about 
everything our favorite teams have been 
and are facing. Staff and administrations 
have had to make significant changes as 
they prepare to travel, coach, and deal 
with relationships on and off the field. 
Long-standing traditions and schedules 
had to be adjusted, and out of confer-
ence games have been canceled. Large 
crowds are not allowed, and face masks 

are required. Nonetheless, coaches and 
teams are finding new ways to ensure 
their players can play, remain safe, and 
we can cheer them on. What does all this 
have to do with Stewardship season, 
you ask? 

The comparisons between college 
football and church are easily made on a 
surface level. Each of us wants to meet, 
we want to be in ministry; we want to 
cheer; and we want to celebrate the vic-
tory in Jesus! However, until a safe and 
effective vaccine can be produced and 
administered, Church of the Servant will 
be similar to a college football program. 
Yes, we will gather, but our gatherings 
will be different. 

Unlike our favorite teams who will 
prepare for ten to thirteen games, our 
church will hold well over 110 weekly 
worship experiences throughout the 
year. Youth for middle school and high 
schoolers will meet multiple times each 
week. Children’s ministry will continue 
to develop new ways to engage our 
youngest, and mission and ministry 
events will take place inside and outside 
of the campus walls. Sunday school 
classes and other groups will continue 
to meet via zoom and at the church. 
Yes, things will be different for a season, 
but our mission to Make Disciples will 
never stop! 

VICTORY IN JESUS!
COLLEGE FOOTBALL AND CHURCH 

A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister

Missions at Servant

06-07

Servant Kids

12-16

Servant Students

18-21
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This large group Bible Study is a favorite 
among many women as it appeals to the 
beginning follower as well as the seasoned 
believer. Each session is essentially an 
independent study; so even if your schedule 
will prevent weekly attendance, feel free to 

attend as often as possible.

Join us on Tuesdays in the Centrum. 
For more information, email Jessica 
King.  Childcare is available. 
Livestream is available on our 
WEBSITE and on Facebook Watch 
@ServantOKC.

Grab your Bible and join a group of God-filled, 
fun-loving men in a study led by our senior 
minister, Dr. Matthew Mitchell. No registration 
required. 

Due to COVID-19, donuts and coffee will not 
be served at Buck and a Bible. Feel free to 
bring your own mug of coffee. 

Livestream is available on our 
WEBSITE and on Facebook Watch 
@ServantOKC.

Servant 
Women in the Word
Tuesdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m.

CENTRUM
Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,

Senior Minister
 

Men’s
Buck and a Bible

Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 a.m.
CENTRUM

Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,
Senior Minister

 

Women’s Morning Bible Study

Men’s Morning Bible Study

Women in the Word

Buck and a Bible
As you begin to prepare for 2021, I want 
to ask you to prayerfully consider how 
you will continue to support your church 
financially. I know 2020 has been a 
challenging year for every one of us. 
We have all been impacted socially, 
emotionally, economically, and spiritual-
ly. Satan would love to demoralize us 
and break our spirit during this season. 
Just as every football coach will plan 
for a “W” on Saturday, Church of the 
Servant is planning for breakthroughs 
in families, our community, and the 
ETERNAL VICTORY that can only be 
found in Jesus Christ. In advance, I 
thank you for your commitment to 
helping 2021 be a year of VICTORY 
IN JESUS at Church of the Servant. 

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 states, “But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, 
immovable, always excelling in the work 
of the Lord, because you know that in 
the Lord, your labor is not in vain.” 

Planning and Preparing 
for Our Next Victory,
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SERVANT CONNECT

Jessica King
Director of Connections

Broken things have been on my 
mind lately. So much has broken 
in my life this year and in the 

lives of so many people I love.  Some-
times broken things are sad or difficult, 
and they require a lot of grieving; other 
times, broken things are good and 
fruitful.  In this case, I am talking about 
the latter. 

This season has allowed me to slow 
down and seriously reevaluate how I 
spend my time, money, and energy. It 
has also given me space to make some 
necessary changes and to break some 
old patterns and habits.  

As I have learned, the things we do also 
do something to us.  We are, in one sense, 
the cumulative effect of our habits. Our 
habits are the outworking of 
the things we love, for better 
or for worse. The question 
is, what do we love? The 
answer is in the things that 
we do.          

A few months back, I did a 
habit audit of my life.  For 
a week, I wrote down the 
things I did, including the 
amount of time and money I 
spent on these things.  The 
purpose was to help me 
identify the things I love and 
the things that were forming 
me.  It was eye-opening!  I 
found there were opportuni-
ties to exchange some bad 
or neutral habits for some 
good practices.  

I deleted a few social media apps, and I 
started turning off the television in the 
evenings. In place, I spent more time in 
prayer and worship; in long and lingering 
dinners around the table with my family; 
in evening walks; and in quiet.  

As my new habits replaced my old 
habits, I began to see a transformation 
within my heart.  I began to desire and 
look forward to all these “good” things.   
They were not a burden but a blessing.  
The more I did them, the more I wanted 
to do them.  I began to see the fruits 
of the Spirit increase in me, and my 
capacity to love those around me grow.  
My habits were doing something to me!  
They were giving direction to the loves 
and longings of my heart.                   

BROKEN THINGS AND TRANSFORMATION

Jessica has a passion to help build 
a solid foundation in every believer 
and a heart to strengthen, equip, and 
establish the body of  Christ for the 
advancement of  the kingdom of God.

RECOMMENDED
READING
KNOWING CHRIST  TODAY BY DALLAS WILLARD
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Sermon Notes 
FOR YOU AND YOUR SMALL GROUP

If you are looking to engage more deeply with our weekly sermons here at 
Church of the Servant, we can help!   Dr. Matthew Mitchell has graciously 
agreed to put together a list of questions and discussion points to go along 
with each of his weekly sermons.  Jessica King has been sending these out 
to all Sunday school leaders over the past couple of weeks.  If you would 
like to receive a copy, contact Jessica at jking@churchoftheservant.com, 
and she will be happy to add you to the list.  

Recently, I challenged our 
entire staff to do a habit 
audit of their lives and 
consider making some 
intentional changes.  
I am excited to hear about 
how they will see their 
hearts being transformed 
as a result.

I would also like to invite you 
all to do the same thing.  For 
a week, consider writing down 
how you spend your time, 
money, and energy; and then 
look for the habits that can be 
eliminated and exchanged for 
one of the practices of Jesus.  A 
great place to find some of these 
practices is in the book, 
Celebration of Discipline by Richard 
Foster.  This is the book our entire staff 
is currently studying together; and in it, 
you will find some of the disciplines, or 
practices, of Jesus. 

I hope you will find what I have found in 
doing this – an increase in joy and desire 
for the things of God.  Have a wonderful 
week! 

Jessica
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REBUILDING TOGETHER
It is not too late to sign up! The workday is Saturday, October 17. 
Two shifts are available: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

MISSION cOuNcIl MeMberS
Please contact any of the members with your ideas, concerns, 
or questions about mission opportunities at Church of the 
Servant. They can be contacted by email at 
Missions@ServantOKC.org.

• Stacey Brim, Chair
• Sidney Barton  
• Lisa Fansher  
• Ann Knutson  
• Amber Neaves
• Shirley Rolston
• Rev. Randy Shrauner, Liaison Minister

REGISTER AT:
REBUILDINGTOGETHEROKC.ORG

MISSION UPDATE

Sign-up ONLINE ONLY at 
RebuildingTogetherOKC.
org. Click on REBUILDING 
DAY 2020 and select 
VOLUNTEER & 
VOLUNTEER GROUPS. 
Scroll down and select 
either “New Volunteer” 
or “Existing Volunteer.”

Mission Council recently 
voted to donate $5,000 to 
Rebuilding Together!
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CHRISTMAS GRACE
Not even COVID can stop our annual 
program to provide gifts for children and 
families.  Holly Browning is the new chair 
this year, and with the assistance of Suzie 
Wilson, it is sure to be a success! 

Sign-up will begin on Sunday, November 1, 
and gifts need to be returned by Sunday, 
December 6. Details will be released later. 
For more information or questions, contact 
Holly Browning at 254-644-5063 or 
hbrowning@churchoftheservant.com. 

The faculty of Martin L. King Jr 
will be served lovingly prepared 
lunches 3-4 times this year by 
Church of the Servant. Amber 
Neaves will be organizing these 
events. So find your favorite recipe 
for a dish to share when a date is 
announced! 

One of many issues in this and 
other schools that Restore OKC 
Schools serve is high teacher turn 
over – sometimes as high as 90%! 
We hope to shower all the staff 
with attention, love, and support. 

https://www.restoreschools.org

It’s also not too late to sign up to 
be a virtual volunteer. 
Go to restoreschools.org/
classroomcareteam.

RESTORE 
OKC SCHOOLS

Volunteers preparing appreciation 
luncheon for faculty.

SKYLINE FISH APPEAL
THANK YOU! Once again, the Servant 
congregation has generously supported 
the Skyline annual school uniform drive. 
As of September 28, the total collected is 
just under $14,000.

07ServantOKC.org



SERVANT CONNECT08



MY FIRST ENCOUNTER
    WITH JESUS

Jesus is still there walking next to me, helping that same little boy 
    traverse the large fields, drainage ditches, and railroad tracks of life.  

Little known fact: 
Eric is also a Bible study 
leader. Eric has led the 
Monache Sunday school 
class for the past 13 years 
along with several other 
courses. His contagious 
smile and helpful spirit are 
a daily highlight through-
out the church.

Eric Nance
Director of Facilities

I  recently turned 49;  I am always amazed 
at how quickly time flies.  Sometimes I 
need to slow down and remember where 

I have been.  My favorite recollections are 
time when I have met Jesus.  Perhaps one 
day, I will write all of these stories down 
and publish a book about meeting my 
Savior.  Today, I would like to share one of 
those stories.  

I was five years old, new to A.M. Kinder-
garten, and was going to be riding the 
bus for the first time on my own.  My two 
older siblings had school all day, and Mom 
worked.  Mom went to the school and got 
the bus route, and for weeks, we practiced 
the route.  I knew what bus to take; the 
house with the tall flowers would be the 
first stop; the second stop had the tire 
swing and fire hydrant in the yard. From 
there, I would walk down the street until 
I got to number 405 – the babysitter’s 
house. We practiced this for weeks until I 
had it memorized.  

One small problem – the bus driver’s 
route was different than the one we had 
practiced.  Imagine the confusion this 
caused for a five-year-old boy.  When 
we arrived at the last stop, I was still on 
the bus, and the driver said, “Last stop, 
you have to get off here.”  I did as I was 
told and exited the school bus. I was in 
a familiar area, but not one I knew how 
to navigate.  I remember standing there, 
school papers clutched in my hand, trying 
to figure out what to do.  I looked to the 
biggest thing I saw in the sky, the smoke-
stack at the Western Electric Oklahoma 
City Works, a large telephone factory at the 
corner of Reno and Council Road in OKC.  I 
knew Mom worked there.

I started walking towards the smokestack. 
I knew if I could reach the smokestack, 

I could find Mommy.  It was a harrowing 
journey – crossing large fields, deep drain-
age ditches, railroad tracks, and coming 
dangerously close to busy Council Road.  
When I arrived, I still had a large and active 
parking lot to traverse. I am not sure how 
long the journey took, but it seemed to be 
hours upon hours. 

Only one more barrier to tackle – the Guard 
Gate.  I never stopped to think I could get 
help at the gate.  I just walked past and 
was almost to the factory door before the 
guard caught me.  I remember him to be 
a kind man.  He asked my name, then my 
mother’s name, to which I replied, “Mom-
my.”  I had not yet learned my mother’s first 
name, but I had recently learned my phone 
number and address.  This is how they 
eventually found my mother, and I was 
reunited.

At the time, I had no clue about Jesus 
walking by my side. How he loved me and 
how he was protecting me.  Of course, I 
had heard the stories in Sunday school, 
but I had no real concept of what they 
really meant.  I lifted my head to see the 
biggest thing in the sky, the smokestack, 
or was it perhaps, Jesus I was seeing? In 
times of doubt, worry and sorrow, I often 
look towards the biggest thing in my life, 
Jesus.  He is still there walking next to me, 
helping that same little boy traverse the 
large fields, drainage ditches, and railroad 
tracks of life.  Jesus was working in my 
life, and I didn’t know it.  I know it now, 
and it brings me comfort to know Jesus is 
always there, watching over me.  As I have 
looked back over the years and reflect on 
this event, I have I realize this was the day 
I first met Jesus.

Eric Nance

Eric Nance at 5 years old
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Matt Schinske
Interim Director of Traditional 
Worship Arts

At the age of 6, I began taking piano lessons from Dr. Blythe Owen and was 
privileged to study with her through the time I graduated high school. The 
stories Dr. Owen told were wonderful. Born in 1898, she was the 2nd wom-

an in the world to get a doctorate in music; she was an amazing composer and 
had traveled the world. Dr. Owen had a beautiful fireplace that she used to heat 
part of the house during the winter. She would often bake a potato in the ashes 
under the fire of the fireplace. This was nothing like quickly toasting marshmal-
lows. She would wrap the potato in foil, put the potato in the ashes, and leave it to 
cook for 4-6 hours. She didn’t turn it, flip it, or re-wrap it; she let it sit. Considering 
that today we bake a potato in the oven for about an hour and in a microwave for 
a few minutes, this is a slow process. The result was a baked potato bursting with 
flavors that far surpass that of oven or microwave baked potatoes.  

Finding stillness in God can be much like that slow process. Remember in school 
the excitement and pride of being the first to finish homework and getting to run 
to the playground? Being the fastest in answering 100 math questions? Being the 
first to find the answers to the question being looked up in a book? These prac-
tices do not carry over to a relationship with God. Understanding God’s stillness 

 SLOW BAKED 
POTATOES

Matt Schinske is 
a concert pianist 
known for an 
exquisite touch 
that comes from 
a warm spirit. As 
a composer and 
arranger, Matt has 
over 40 pieces and 
3 books pub-
lished by Alfred 
Music, Lorenz 
Publications, and 
Shawnee Press. 
Matt is also the 
music director and 
pianist for Darci 
Lynne and Friends.

takes time, and in the beginning, may feel 
like time is being wasted. My friend, that 
time is not wasted. A relationship with God 
is being developed and strengthened and 
becoming complete. Be a slow-baked potato 
in your time with God. Allow Him to make 
your life rich.

Matt Schinske

JOIN US! 
If you would like to participate in worship 
and Music Ministries, please contact Matt 
Schinske at mschinske@ServantOKC.org or 
Chip Hogsed at chogsed@ServantOKC.org.
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 SLOW BAKED 
POTATOES

OCTOBER

MORE 2020 DATES:
Student Life Game Night 

Scavenger Hunt and Lighting of the Tree

Drive-Thru Bethlehem 

Christmas Eve (3:00, 6:00, and 8:30 PM) 

November 7 -

November 29 -

December 11-13 -

December 24 -

REBUILDING TOGETHER

DRIVE-THRU FALL FEST

It is not too late to sign up! The workday is Saturday, 
October 17. See page 6.

This year’s Servant Fall Fest will look a little differ-
ent. We will have a drive-thru event so that we can 
still have a fun evening while keeping everyone safe. 
See page 16.

17
25

SAVE THE DATE!
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SERVANT CONNECT

September was an exciting month! We met in person each Sunday morning for lessons, 
games, and fun! Third Grade Bible Sunday was on September 20, and twenty-two children 
received their very own Bibles to use while at church and home. We celebrated a new 
school year at our Back to School Bash on August 30 with inflatables, sno cones, and 
games. We had (and are still having) virtual Sunday morning lessons for families to do at 
home. These weekly lessons include worship, a Bible story video, parent guide, activities, 
and more. We are looking forward to a new month!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! WE POST UPDATES, 
INFORMATION, PICTURES, AND MORE; SO DON’T MISS 
OUT! GO TO @SERVANTKIDS ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, 
AND TWITTER!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SERVANT 
KIDS Report

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Grades 1-5 
will meet in The Point Student Center on the south side of the church. Check-in stations 
are located at the entrance to The Point; and parents will need to be present to check-in 
their kids and get name tags and parent security tags. Temperatures will also be taken 
during check-in. The kids need to bring a mask with them to wear, but they will have 
opportunities once we are socially distanced from others to take a mask break to get 
some fresh air. We will have a lesson and games, and a craft activity, and all will be 
conducted with safety and social distance in mind. You can check them out after the 
worship service outside by bringing your parent sticker. 

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and for 
their activities. For those younger kids, temperatures will also be taken, but masks are 
optional.

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715.

Kourtney has worked in 
children and youth ministry 
for over ten years and has 
enjoyed watching children and 
teenagers grow in their faith 
and come to know Jesus in a 
more real and personal way.  
She wants all children to know 
how much Jesus loves them 
and to see how God works in 
their lives and in the lives of 
those around them.

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids
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SINGING IN THE RAIN
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH KINDERGARTEN 

People of all ages experience circumstances that leave us 
looking for someone who can help—someone who’s got our 
back and can help carry the load. This month, we want to 
begin teaching preschoolers that God is the best Someone 
for the job. No matter our situation or how uncertain our 
circumstances may be, we can know that God is with us wherever we go, and God’s got it. 
This kind of trust in God is what allows us to “Sing in the Rain.”

Our memory verse this month comes from Joshua 1:9 and says, “God is with you 
wherever you go.” There’s always a chance of rain in our lives or in the lives of our 
preschoolers. Many of us have already come through some pretty big rainstorms. Some of 
us are in them right now. That is why our sincere prayer is that during this month, our pre-
schoolers begin to trust that God’s got it. This kind of trust in God is what will give us and 
our preschoolers the power to sing in the rain—no matter what that rain might be. 

O C T O B E R   H A P P E N I N G S. . .

Josh’s ministry experience 
comes from the 10 years he 
spent at Kanakuk, both as 
a camper as well as a staff 
member and eventually a 
leadership position. Josh 
believes that children can 
make a huge impact in this 
world through the love of 
Christ and wants all the 
children to know the love that 
Jesus has for them. 

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 

OFFSTAGE: DROP THE ACT
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about the connection between integrity 
and God’s character, as shown through God’s big story. Integrity is 
choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Since the very beginning, not only has God been true to His Word, but He’s been faithful in His character. Because 
we know that God is good, we can live life with integrity. When Jesus lived on earth, He lived a perfect life that we 
are unable to live. Through His Spirit, we can become people of integrity. Who we are in private should match who 
we are in public. When we trust in God, we can be truthful in whatever we say and do. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Proverbs 10:9 and says, “Anyone who lives without blame walks safely. 
But anyone who takes a crooked path will get caught.” We will discuss how to be truthful with your whole life. 
Being truthful with God keeps you close to Him. When you’re not truthful, you lose trust. Focus on what’s true.

FRIDAY MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share a short 
video devotional each Friday for you to 
watch with your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four minutes 
long and a great way to open discussion 
about different topics with your kids. 
The videos can be found on the Servant 
Kids Facebook page and also on our 
YouTube channel (a link to the chan-
nel is available on the website under 
Kids Ministry). 

HONK HONK!! 
SAVE THE DATE FOR SERVANT FALL FEST DRIVE-THRU EDITION!
Servant Fall Fest is back! Join us on Sunday, October 25, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for Church of the Servant’s annual fam-
ily-friendly Fall Fest. This year’s Fall Fest will look a little different than it did in the past. We will have a drive-thru event 
so that we can still have a fun evening while keeping everyone safe. We are collecting candy for the event this month and 
would love to have your help with this! Please consider donating bags of individually-wrapped candies in any of the drop 
boxes in the concourse (by the Centrum or the waterfall) or in the front office by Sunday, October 18. We are also looking 
for people to decorate trunks so the kids can drive by and see them. Don’t worry; you won’t be handing out candy from 
your trunk or coming into direct contact with anyone. We are going to keep everyone as safe as possible for this event! 
Please visit www.servantokc.org/fallfest for more information and to register your trunk!
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Fall in Earthglow bring many new items, 
including but not limited to:

• Fall décor
• Fun pillows
• Fido treats
• Feet pampering
• Filter with a Mask
• Fabulous necklaces

Does anything catch your fancy, or do 
you need to see more?  We are open 
for showings through appointments. 
Earthglow is striving to continue to 
raise money for local missions and 
ministries. 

COVID restrictions have caused us to 
have to be creative. See something you 
like? We can arrange for payment and 
deliver the items to you under the main 
portico at the front entrance of the 
church.  Or you are welcome to come in 
at a reserved time.  To arrange either, 
please contact Sharon at 405-795-9384 
or Margy at 405-219-9536.  THANK YOU 
for supporting missions through your 
purchases!

To protect our shoppers, volunteers, 
and vendors’ health and safety, we have 
found it necessary to postpone the 2020 
Earthglow Market, which was scheduled 
for November 14. This annual event has 
always been a great way to kick off the 
holiday season, so we are disappointed 
that it must be postponed, but the Market 
will happen in 2021 when we hope to 
return to normal (pre-COVID).  So mark 
your calendar for Saturday, November 13, 
2021.  Many of our faithful vendors have 
already reserved space for next year’s 
event, and they now will have several 
more months to create beautiful items for 
your shopping pleasure. 

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
FALL IN EARTHGLOW 

BRINGS SO MANY NEW THINGS!
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

Servant Student Ministries has fully kicked off the school year with the resumption 
of our Wednesday Night Small Groups! Each Wednesday, the students gather 
together for a time of fellowship with one another before dividing into Middle and 

High School groups for games, worship, and a message. After a short time of teaching, 
our students then go into their small groups, which are both gender and grade-specific. 
We have a total of 15 small groups that meet weekly with adult volunteers. These times 
together not only serve as a time for students to be in fellowship with one another, but 
to read Scripture, pray for each other, and share life discussions.

We require masks to be worn for each of our indoor events and promote social 
distancing for all students and volunteers. It has 
taken a little extra work, but we are thankful for the 
space that we have that allows us to uphold these 
standards and guidelines.

SERVANT STUDENTS

During his time at OU, Skyler was 
deeply invested in the Wesley Founda-
tion on campus where he served as a 
student leader, worship band member, 
and full-time staff  member for two 
years after graduating. He currently 
attends Asbury Theological Seminary 
where he is pursuing a Master of 
Divinity degree. 

SERVANT STUDENTS 
  LOVE SMALL GROUPS!
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September seemed to fly by with all the events we had, but our October is 
also jam-packed with more times of small group and worship, but also a 
few special events as well! Make sure you save the date for these – more 
information to come! 

• Sunday Nights: October 4, October 11, October 18

• Wednesday Nights: October 7, October 21, October 28

• High School Women High Tea: October 24

• High School Men Golf Day: October 24

• Halloween Party: October 28

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students

Heather attended Candler School of 
Theology where she graduated with 
her Masters of  Divinity. She has served 
particularly in youth ministry for over 
three years now as she continues within 
her ordination process within the United 
Methodist Church. Heather has a passion 
for students to know and love God, and 
she has hopes to witness the spiritual 
growth of  others all the days of  her life.

WHAT’S AHEAD?! 
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Celebrating Thirty-Seven Confirmands!

Confirmation Sunday within the 
United Methodist Church is a 
monumental day for the life of 

the professing student, their family, and 
the life of the church in its entirety. It 
is something that many never forget 
as it marks the very first time these 
Christians publicly profess their faith 
and confirm their intentions to live the 
vows of the baptismal and membership 
covenant. And on September 20, 2020, 
I could not wait to be a part of my very 
first confirmation service here at 
Church of the Servant. I had heard 
many beautiful stories about past 
confirmations within this congregation, 
so as a person new to this body of 
believers, I felt privileged to have even 
the smallest roles.

With 37 confirmands who patiently 
waited through the uncertainty of a 
pandemic, Confirmation Sunday 2020 
was a morning full of nearly tangible 
excitement. As the services began, led 

by Lead Pastor Dr. Matthew Michell and 
accompanied by Bishop Jim Nunn and 
District Superintendent Tish Malloy, the 
confirmands were asked to stand as 
they heard and resoundingly respond-
ed to their vows. The students were 
then called forth by their full names to 
be prayed over, confirmed, and some 
baptized before the congregation, 
both in-person and online. These were 
precious moments of corporate yet 

intimate prayer and profession for each 
student who so boldly came forward.

From where I stood, though, I was struck 
by the posture of the confirmands. 
Rather than sitting down until their turn 
came to be prayed for, these students 
stood - actively waiting, watching, and 
listening for their name to be called. 
I could not help but reflect on the 
significance of their stance and the 
power of calling that God graciously 
gives us all. With each round of students 
called forward, every student remained 
at attention in support and respect of 
one another and honor before God.  It 
was almost as though these students 
were living out Ephesians 6:14-17 as 
they stood before God dressed in His 
armor, ready to be sent out into this 
world as confirmed disciples. These 
were moments I cannot forget and 
will continue to praise God for as I 
witness these disciples go forth on 
their faith journey.SERVANT STUDENTS
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CONFIRMATION 2020

The following are the names of those students who were confirmed on September 20, 2020. Please join us in prayer 
and celebration for each of their lives and the good things God has in store for them all.

Carter LeRoy Adams

Noah Michael Aller

ChloeAnn Caroline Annett

Teodolo Alexander Arellano

Kendall Ann Arnold

Kynleigh Taryn Bene

Elliot Thatcher Berry

Tenley Bella Bugg

Alyssa Meredith Caywood

Christian Jon Chapman

William Fielding Cockrill

Xavier Elijah Cope

Riley Elizabeth Fisher

Caroline Marie Flurry

Kendall Grace Funk

Kingsley Jaye Funk

Whitney Alexandra Goodman

Ryan Gabriel Goodwin

Rylee Jo Houska

Dade Chapman Humes

Lawson Christopher Jacks

Adison Lynn Knocke

Kazden Tate Koehn

Graham Ross Mitchell

Blythe Elyse Nowell

Christiaan William Osborn, Jr.

Benjamin Taylor Power

Karley Paige Reed

Addy Delaney Ross

Allison Lea Stafford

Alexander Thomas Stone

Noah David Strain

Emma Grace Swindler

Anna Elizabeth Traynor

Taylor McKenzie Wortmann

Charlie Theresa Zeigler
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CONGREGATIONAL 

CA R E
During hard times in life, we need all the love and support we can 
get – both from God and others. In fact, God often manifests His 
presence through others! Being “God’s heart and hands” is the 
very purpose of our Care Ministry. We have many ways to minister 
to Church of the Servant’s families:

• Our Care Chaplains

• Various support groups

• Hospital and home visits

• Encouraging care notes

• Intercessory prayer
Tim Travers

Minister of Congregational Care

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Have you experienced the loss of a loved one?  If so, you might be interested in 
being part of Grief Support Group.  Given the Coronavirus era in which we find 
ourselves, here’s how things will work:  We’ll start meeting in person on Wednes-
day, October 7, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  We’ll meet on most Wednesdays 
at that same time slot.  The group will conclude on Wednesday, December 16.  
We’ll gather in the Community Hall at Church of the Servant.  We’ll be wearing 
masks and observing social distancing the whole time.  We realize, of course, that 
perhaps this time slot won’t be convenient for some of you, so you also have the 
option of being part of an evening group, which will be “virtual” (probably on the 
Zoom platform).  If you’d like to be part of the Grief Support Group this fall, please 
call Vicki Roberds (Coordinator of Care Ministries) at (405) 728-4738.  Or you can 
email Vicki at vroberds@churchoftheservant.com.  Please let Vicki know if you’d 
like to be part of the in-person group or the virtual group.  If we have enough 
people indicate they’d like to participate in a virtual group, we will let you know the 
exact time & day of the virtual meetings when we get those details worked out.  
Regardless of which group you sign up for, we’d love to send you a copy of the 
book we will use, called Beyond the Broken Heart.  That way we’ll be able to discuss 
together some of the things that have been of help to us in our readings.  May God 
bless you and give you peace, even when you’re on a journey of grief.

ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP
We have a monthly support group at Church of the Servant for those involved in 
the care or support of a loved one who has Alzheimer’s or some other form of 
dementia.  We are officially part of the Alzheimer’s Association support groups.  
If you would like to be involved in a support group that meets by way of a virtual 
platform, we’d love to hear from you.  This group is for the caregivers, not the 
dementia patients themselves.  If you’re interested, please call Vicki Roberds at 
405-728-4738 or email her at vroberds@chrchoftheservant.com.

I have served full-time in ordained ministry in churches for almost 28 years, and 

Tim has a special gift of caring 
for people and has served our 
congegration since 2003. 

DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR

The Upper Room, a daily 

devotional guide for United 

Methodists, provides a devotional 

reading for each of the days of the 

month that goes with each of the 

Scripture readings and prayers on 

this month’s prayer calendar.  The 

devotional for each day will enrich 

your quiet time with the Lord 

during this month. To view this 

month’s prayer calendar, go to 

ServantOKC.org/PRAYER.
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DAILY PRAYER
Please remember on each day, if you know by name some individuals you can lift up to God in prayer, then, by all means, do 
that.  Even if you do not know their names, you can still be in prayer for them.

Monday:  Pray for all COVID-19 patients and their families, whether care is given at home, in the hospital, or in care homes.

Tuesday:  Pray for doctors, nurses, medical staff, nursing home staff, physical therapists, pharmacists, and any other 
caregivers who have close contact with those who may be sick with Coronavirus.

Wednesday:  Pray for individuals and families who have experienced a sense of loss because of COVID.  Perhaps they 
experienced the death of a loved one this year because of COVID, or maybe they lost income because of cutbacks or reduced 
business.   

Thursday:  Pray for first responders, such as fire departments, law enforcement, paramedics, etc.  

Friday:  Pray for students (of all ages) who are beginning another school year, whether it’s with online or in-person classes – 
or a combination of both... and whether it’s with a school district or homeschooling.   

Saturday:  Pray for teachers, coaches, tutors, school boards, staff, and home school educators.

Sunday:  Pray for churches, congregations, and faith groups, as well as pastors, leaders, and employees of churches or 
faith-based organizations.      

I have seen some amazing things happen because of the 
power of prayer.  I recently had the notion that perhaps you 
(the readers of this newsletter) might like to have a suggest-
ed “schedule” for your prayer time this fall.  Fall is always 
a busy time and full of many changes and new beginnings.  
This year, it includes the extra worry and burden of knowing 
that we’re in the midst of a global pandemic.  Therefore, I’ve 
laid out a guideline that you can utilize to help you focus 
your daily prayers this fall.  Perhaps you’ll find that in bring-
ing these things to God in prayer – and staying committed 
to the spiritual discipline of prayer – your spirit will be 
enriched and your soul will be kept a little more at peace... 
even as we enter this uncertain season of fall 2020.  You’ll 
find my suggested schedule of prayer below, but please 
know that I welcome you to modify, adjust, or add to it – to 
make it your own.  This list is by no means intended to be 
complete.  It’s just some examples of some groups we can 
keep in our prayers – especially in September.  Blessings 
and peace to you!

Rev. Tim Travers, Minister of Congregational Care  

PrAYer DurING A PANDeMIc
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES 

9:30  •  11:00
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Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
servantokc.online.church
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A United Methodist Congregation
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