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SERVANT CONNECT

Greetings! I hope you are healthy, 
and I hope you are well. As we 
all know, the past many months 

have been confusing, frustrating, and 
challenging. Every time it seems that a 
breakthrough could be on the horizon, 
another obstacle appears in our path.  
Over the past one-hundred and fifty 
days, I have stumbled, become angry, 
and I have also cried out to the Lord. I 
know many of you have been in a similar 
position. Many of you have contacted 
me expressing the same feelings and 
experiences.  When we have been asked 
how we are doing, the answer has not 
been straightforward, and the responses 
we have shared have not been natural. 

Not everything has been bleak or de-
pressing. With so much of the business 
of our “normal” lives disrupted, I have 
more time to work on the most important 
relationships in my life!  Since COVID-19 
began, I have grown in relationships 
with Amber, my children, and the Lord!  
Throughout the past few months, my 
conversations with God have been some 
of the best I have ever had. I have wres-
tled with the Lord in ways I never have in 
the past. There have been days my soul 
is heavy, and there have been days when 
my soul leaps for joy. The journey has 
been different and challenging, and this 
season is not over yet.

John Wesley, the founder of the Method-
ist movement, asked his preachers and 
laypeople a simple question, “How is it 
with your soul?” I first heard this ques-
tion when I was a little boy in church. As 
I sat in church, almost every preacher 
who served our congregations would ask 
this same question at least once during 
their tenure. As a little boy and still 
today, this question causes me to pause, 

get excited, and at times, this question 
can perplex me. 

Before you jump into this issue of The 
Servant Connect, I want to ask you to 
wrestle with the question John Wesley 
asked long ago, “How is it with your 
soul?” Throughout these pages, you 
will meet our staff, hear about ministry 
ideas, and learn about new ways for 
us to gather and reconnect. The temp-
tation for each of us may be simple. 
We may get excited because there are 
events to look forward to and put on our 
calendars. After all, many of us have felt 
cooped up for far too long. These events 
will be excellent ways to reconnect with 
your church family, find new places to 
serve, and continue re-opening. However, 
if each of us does not pause and reflect 
upon our souls’ state, we will quickly find 
the busyness of church life hollow.

I am excited and hopeful about what you 
will learn from the pages of this maga-
zine. I am thrilled that re-opening is con-
tinuing, and people will be able to gather 
for more than Sunday worship. I am also 
hopeful about our future as a church.  I 
am excited and hopeful because I know 
God is calling Church of the Servant into 
a new season – a new season where we 
will begin to reconnect with one another 
and, more importantly, connect with God 
in a deeper and more meaningful way.

I began by asking how you are really do-
ing during this season? I also asked, how 
is your soul? Both of these questions are 
important, and a busy and full church 
calendar will not provide the answers 
for which we long. Only a deeper walk 
with Jesus Christ will provide for us that 
which our souls truly long. 

HOW ARE YOU REALLY DOING? 

A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister
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Maybe you are ready to jump back into 
the life of the church with both feet. Per-
haps you are only prepared to dip in with 
one toe. It may be that now is not yet 
the time. No matter if you are ready to 
come back or not; this is a season when 
each of us can find the one true hope for 
which we long. 

From where does this hope come? Our 
hope does not come from, and it has not 
ever come from a full church calendar, 
a perfect building, jump tents, or the 
perfect Sunday school room. Our hope 
comes from Jesus Christ! I hope that as 
you read these pages today, you will sing 
one of my favorite hymns, “My Hope Is 
Built On Nothing Less.” You may know 
some of the words. 

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

Please enjoy this edition of The Servant 
Connect. I hope to see you soon, 

RESUMES on September 8: This large group 
Bible Study is a favorite among many women 
as it appeals to the beginning follower as 
well as the seasoned believer. Each session 
is essentially an independent study; so even 
if your schedule will prevent weekly attend-
ance, feel free to attend as often as possible.
Join us on Tuesdays in the Centrum. 
For more information, email Jessica King.  
             Childcare is available. Livestream is 
                  available on our WEBSITE and on
                     Facebook Watch @ServantOKC.

RESUMES on September 8: Grab your Bible 
and join a group of early-rising, God-filled, 
fun-loving men in a study led by our senior 
minister, Dr. Matthew Mitchell. No registration 
required. Due to COVID-19, donuts and coffee 
will not be served at Buck and a Bible. 
Feel free to bring your own mug of coffee. 
Livestream is available on our WEBSITE and
           on Facebook Watch @ServantOKC.

Servant 
Women in the Word
Tuesdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m.

CENTRUM
Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,

Senior Minister

 

Men’s
Buck and a Bible

Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 a.m.
CENTRUM

Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell,
Senior Minister

 

Women’s Morning Bible Study

Men’s Morning Bible Study

Women in the Word

Buck and a Bible
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Jessica King
Director of Connections

If you are like most people, you prob-
ably think practicing hospitality is 
equivalent to what you have seen in 

Hallmark Christmas movies or 1950’s 
magazines.  

And if you are like me, you end up feeling 
disappointed or inadequate because you 
don’t quite see your efforts measuring 
up to those seemingly perfect images.  

But take heart; practicing Christian 
hospitality is not about glamorous table 
settings or perfectly arranged charcute-
rie boards; it is about practicing servant-
hood. It is less about opening doors and 
more about opening hearts.  It is about 
creating a space for God to use you to 
help others experience His unconditional 
love.

Back in March, when Church of the Serv-
ant was required to temporarily close its 
doors, I found myself in an extraordinary 
situation.  While I was fortunate to work 
from home, I suddenly found myself sur-
rounded by a bunch of “strangers” living 
on my street.  In total transparency, I had 
recently moved to a new neighborhood 
only a few months before this, but still, 
I was living with strangers!  I began to 
get curious about the people living in 
the homes around me.   What were their 
stories?   Why were they here?

I set the goal to know the people around 
me.  I decided to start by going door to 
door to each of my neighbor’s homes 
to introduce myself.   That was okay; I 
learned their names, their jobs, and a lit-
tle about how long they had lived there.  
It was a good start, but it didn’t get me 
any closer to knowing them.  Next, I de-
cided to look for ways I could be helpful.  
I learned that Phyllis across the street 
had trouble getting her trashcans up 
her driveway on Tuesdays, so I returned 
them for her.   I learned Kim next door 
recently had back surgery and could 
not do the gardening she loved.   When 
I mowed my lawn, I did hers as well.  My 
neighbors appreciated these acts of ser-
vice, but it still didn’t get me any closer 
to knowing them.  Finally, I decided to 
fill my front yard with lawn games for 
my kids, and I set up some extra chairs 
in my driveway.   I sat in one chair and 
read while my kids joyfully played in the 
warmth of the spring sun.  It wasn’t long 
before a neighbor walking by stopped 
to comment on the games, and I invited 
her to sit in one of my empty chairs.   
She assured me she could sit for just a 
moment, but she stayed for almost two 
hours.   She told me about how her hus-
band had died, and how she lived alone 
and would take the neighbor’s dogs for 
walks each day so that she could get 
out.  She told me about how lonely she 
felt since her kids moved away, and now 

RADICALLY ORDINARY HOSPITALITY

Jessica has a passion to help build 
a solid foundation in every believer 
and a heart to strengthen, equip, and 
establish the body of  Christ for the 
advancement of  the kingdom of God.
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she couldn’t go anywhere because the 
world had seemingly shut down.  I lis-
tened as my neighbor opened her heart, 
and I carefully asked her if we could 
pray together.   She reluctantly agreed 
and allowed me to speak blessings over 
her until her eyes could no longer hold 
back the tears that had been welling up 
inside.

Dallas Willard writes, “There is a dis-
tinctive emphasis by Jesus on loving 
your neighbor, your “near dweller,” not 
upon loving “humanity” or “everyone.” 
What this means is that our duty and our 
virtue is to love those with whom we are 
in effectual contact—those we can really 
do something about.” I love how Jesus 
particularizes neighbor in the Bible as 
the person to your right, to your left, or 
anyone that crosses your path.  Some-
times it is so much easier to universalize 
neighbor, but if we take neighbor a little 
more literally and we ask the Holy Spirit 
to open our eyes to those around us, I 
think we will see a lot of broken hearts 
longing for the love that only our heaven-
ly Father can provide.   

As my neighbor sat in my driveway, 
dripping with humanity, her eyes locked 
onto mine as if to ask me to please be 
gentle with her exposed heart.  I treated 
it like a delicate treasure because I know 
it is to God.

A test of our love for Christ is our love 
for those that are His. One mark of this 
love for others is hospitality.  What a 
rewarding thought that when we give 
ourselves in hospitality to each other, we 
give ourselves to Christ!  What a privi-
lege and joy. 

Over the next couple of weeks, I would 
like to encourage you to look at the peo-
ple around you and to be intentional with 
them.  Invite them to church, or show 
them how to watch online, and then 
follow up with them.  Maybe ask your 
neighbors how you can pray for them or 
serve them during this time.   How many 
lives could be changed by such a simple 
act of love?

Freely you have received, so freely you 
should give.

Jessica

RECOMMENDED
READING
KNOWING CHRIST  TODAY BY DALLAS WILLARD
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It seems like years, rather than months, that 
our personal and church lives have been put 
on hold! However, there is always a sense of 

new beginnings in September. Mission Council 
started meeting again (virtually) in early August 
and would like to share some information with 
you.

FISH APPEAL - We were not able to have in-per-
son church in May when there is usually a BIG 
Fish Appeal for Skyline and their Clothes for Kids 
school uniform program. As you can imagine, the 
lack of approximately $25,000 in cash donations 
that Servant usually provides for this program 
has been sorely missed. The need is still great. 
On Sunday, September 13, there will be a ‘virtu-
al’ Fish Appeal during the two online/in-person 
services. The proceeds will be used solely for 
Skyline.  

GIVE ONLINE – servantokc.org/skyline

SKYLINE – www.skylineurbanministry.org

Skyline is handling outfitting uniforms a little dif-
ferently this year (yes, due to COVID!). Uniforms 
will be available all year long. Some schools will 
not meet in person for several weeks; others 
will meet in-person part-time. The focus is on 
three low-income Oklahoma City Public schools. 
The schools are SD Moon, Shiloh, and Wheeler.  
Students will need to be referred to Skyline by a 
counselor, teacher, or parent.

HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS are needed for SKYLINE 
(and will be supplied with proper PPE) in the 
following areas:

• Saturday upstairs at Skyline in helping 
students shop for uniforms with the school 
uniform program.

• Volunteers are needed to purchase and di-
vide, package, and label underwear for school 
uniforms. (Underwear for Pre-K students to 
high school will be placed into packages of   
3 pairs.)
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• COVID grocery distribution on-site at 
Skyline from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
daily.  Grocery “runners” are needed 
to distribute and load groceries into 
cars in the parking lot; and go to the 
warehouse to bundle groceries (go to 
Food Resource Center).

• Mobile Pantry (MP) needs help on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
occasionally Mondays at the 12 loca-
tions that the MP passes out grocer-
ies.  Volunteers will travel with the 
MP to their assigned location to help 
put together the boxes, load them, 
deliver them, and load cars.

To get involved, go to 
www.skylineurbanministry.org/volunteer

One in 12 senior citizens in Okla-
homa County lives in poverty, and 
nearly 16,000 lack consistent 
access to enough food for an ac-
tive, healthy life. Meals on Wheels 
OKC provides homebound seniors 
with nutritious meals to help them 
remain in their homes and maintain 
their independence.

Each week, Church of the Servant 
members serve in this ministry by 
delivering meals to homebound, 
senior citizens in our area. If you 
have questions about this program, 
email Missions@ServantOKC.org. 
If you would like information or to 
apply for this program, you may use 
the following link: www.endinghun-
gerokc.org/meals-on-wheels.

Additional contact information:
Ending Hunger OKC
Meals on Wheels Oklahoma City
222 NW 15th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73103
info@endinghungerokc.org
(405) 609-1035

MEALS ON WHEELS

TOP: Linda & Jim Talkington loading meals 
for delivery. Bottom: Cathy & James Maxwell 
volunteer for Meals On Wheels.

MISSION cOuNcIl MeMberS
Please contact any of the members with your ideas, concerns, 
or questions about mission opportunities at Church of the 
Servant. They can be contacted by email at 
Missions@ServantOKC.org.

• Stacey Brim, Chair
• Sidney Barton  
• Lisa Fansher  
• Ann Knutson  
• Amber Neaves
• Shirley Rolston
• Rev. Randy Shrauner, Liaison Minister
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*While supplies last. Photo ID required.
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Restore OKCB less Our Schools at Hefner Middle 
School has been headed up by 
Amber Neaves for the past five 

years. Amber is transitioning to becoming 
Servant’s point person for Restore OKC 
and their Classroom Care Team. Several 
Servant individuals and Sunday School 
classes have already been involved in this 
program for a couple of years. 

RestoreOKC is an amazing organization 
- www.restoreokc.org. Please explore 
their website as there are many ways to 
get involved. They are looking for volun-
teers to support children at the following 
schools: Thelma Parks, Martin L. King Jr., 
and Britton Road elementary. As you are 
probably aware, the Oklahoma City School 
System will be completely virtual for 
the first nine weeks of school. However, 
Classroom Care Teams will still serve the 
same purpose of loving on the students, 
spoiling the teachers, and providing sup-
port to our community schools. Below is 
information from the Director of Restore 
Schools, Kristen Hannam.

School starts August 31 for OKCPS, and 
they will be 100% virtual for the 1st nine 
weeks.

Distance Classroom Care Teams (CCT) 
will plan to kick off on September 8. IT IS 
NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP!  WE NEED 
YOU! This year, we are looking to expand 
our CCTs to EVERY teacher across all 

three of our elementa-
ry schools – which is 
about 100 teachers! 
This means we will have 
smaller teams (2-3 adults) to connect 
with them from a distance (if your team 
from last year already spoke to me about 
returning and staying together, I have you 
down).  We still have classes at each of 
our schools without a team, so consider 
asking 1-2 friends to join you in this ef-
fort!  This is a low time commitment, safe, 
flexible way to make a HUGE impact on 
our students’ and teachers’ lives!

Sign up here: www.restoreschools.org/
classroomcareteam

•  In early September, I will send you info 
on what school/teacher you are support-
ing and a copy of your “Teacher’s Favorite 
Things” list that I am currently compil-
ing.  This list will include your teacher’s 
contact information so you can be ready 
to connect with them the week of the 8th.  
I will also include a sample introductory 
email where you can insert your name and 
send it to them to introduce yourself!

•   Due to COVID-19, we will not be 
meeting in person at the schools to do 
our training.  Instead, I will send you the 
Classroom Care Team virtual training link 
in the next couple of weeks.  It consists 
of videos on Google Classroom explaining 
the who, what, why, and how of CCTs.  It 
will take you 30-45 minutes to complete.  

It explains how we have traditionally 
done CCTs (in person) and will give some 
practical how-to’s during Distance Care 
Teams.  It will also be a place you can ask 
questions and leave comments and share 
best practices as we move forward.

•  All virtual volunteers (regardless of if 
you have signed up in the past) need to 
sign up on the OKCPS website and be 
cleared with a background check.  They 
have a new system this year, and it is 
finally up and running!  Volunteers must 
re-sign up every year, and it takes around 
ten days to process you in the system.  
Please sign up as this helps both OKCPS 
and us at Restore to track our volunteer 
hours in the schools.  Once you click the 
link and follow the prompts, it will ask you 
your school preference (unless you know 
the school you will be serving at, please 
indicate all three of our partner schools: 
Thelma Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., and 
Britton Elementary).  When it asks the 
function you will be performing, you can 
indicate “general volunteering,” and under 
what organization you are with, please 
indicate “RestoreOKC” as your communi-
ty partner.  Fill out your virtual volunteer 
application here:  https://apps.raptortech.
com/Apply/NTIwMjplbi1VUw== 

PHOTO:  Suzanne Gard, 
Cecilia Beckham, Judy 
Murnan are shown with 
Mrs. Ashlie Deline, a 4th-
grade teacher at Thelma 
Parks Elementary. They 
are Classroom Care Team 
volunteers for Mrs. Deline. 
In addition, The Seekers 
Class has prepared a meal 
for all the staff and teach-
ers every 9 weeks for the 
past four years. Join the 
Virtual Fun this Fall!
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It was with extreme sadness that the 
Servant team of 14 people canceled 
the scheduled trip for July. We had 

SUCH a fantastic group of people – a 
grandmother and recent high school 
graduate grandson; a recent OU grad go-
ing to OU medical school in September; 
an infectious disease doctor from OU 
Medical, his wife and 12-year-old son; 
three nurses and more! We have high 
hopes that we will be able to go again in 
2021. We have reserved dates of June 
17 – July 1.

COVID Update: As the seriousness of 
COVID became apparent, I prayed that 
Africa (and Kenya in particular) would 
be like the Israelites during the Passover 
in Egypt – that the angel of death would 
pass over the very vulnerable continent. 

Sub-Saharan Africa has a huge lack of 
equipment, such as ventilators. And 
even if they had them, there are not suf-
ficient people trained to use or maintain 
them. While Maua Methodist Hospital 
serves 450,000+ people, they do not 
have the capacity to do COVID testing. 
Test samples must be sent to Nairobi, 
which is a 6-8-hour drive one way. The 
outcomes in people who have come to 
the hospital with COVID have not been 
good; they are usually very ill by the time 
they arrive.

Through a fund-raising campaign by 
Friends of Maua Hospital, of which 
Servant is a member, $80,000 was raised 
very quickly, which enabled the hos-
pital to order PPE supplies and make 
the hospital ready for COVID patients. 
Everyone entering the hospital grounds 

has their temperature taken and must 
wear masks.

The capital city of Nairobi was on a com-
plete lockdown from March 25 until July 
6. No one could go out or come in. Cur-
fews were enforced.  While that helped 
keep COVID numbers down, it also 
created a scarcity of food – the open-air 
markets were closed as supplies could 
not be brought in.

As of August 23, Kenya has had 32,000+ 
total cases in a population of almost 54 
million. That is a low percentage of diag-
nosed cases; however, only 7,800 people 
out of every million have been tested. 
(All stats from worldometers.info)

Please pray that all underdeveloped 
countries will be spared from this pan-
demic. 

KENYA MISSIONSTRICT MASK WEARING 
IS IN PLACE AT MAUA 
METHODIST HOSPITAL.
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KENYA MISSION

KENYAN CLASSROOMS HAVE BEEN EMPTY SINCE 
MID-MARCH AND CHILDREN WON’T RETURN TO 
SCHOOL UNTIL JANUARY 2021. THE CHILDREN WILL 
REPEAT WHATEVER GRADE THEY WERE IN.

Exodus House 

In June, we said farewell to Apt 5 resident, Jessica 
Millwee, as she successfully completed all Exodus re-
quirements. Our church, along with MVC class, delivered 

groceries to Exodus during the outbreak of COVID due to 
so many there being unable to work. We were also able to 
provide cash to assist Jessica with some bills because 
her workplace had closed. Jessica continues to work at 
Great Clips on NW 23rd and Penn, where she was recently 
promoted to Assistant Manager. Great job, Jessica! We are 
proud of you!

In July, we welcomed our newest resident, Carlie David. 
Carlie is from Tulsa and currently works at Sonic. She has 
a son who is 14 and a daughter who is 12. They plan on 
attending Little Light Christian School. The children re-
cently moved in with Carlie, and the children need clothing 
and shoes. If you have hand-me-downs, would like to help 
Carlie’s family, or provide a Tuesday night meal for the 
group meeting, please contact Donna Powell at 405-637-
6490 or okiepowell@yahoo.com.

PHOTOS: 
1 - Carlie (bleach blonde) and Tessie, her 
daughter. Jacob and Tessie with their back-
to-school clothes from MVC Class.

2 - Social distancing at Jessica’s graduation.

3 - Taking food to Exodus during the pan-
demic. Ted Prince, Jim Burrow, Jessica Mill-
wee, Donna Powell, and Johnny Powell

1

3

2

1
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SMALL STEPS GO 
A LONG WAY

I invite you to partner with us – your maintenance staff – 
                to help keep the church facilities running smoothly.

Little known fact: 
Eric is also a Bible study 
leader. Eric has led the 
Monache Sunday school 
class for the past 13 years 
along with several other 
courses. His contagious 
smile and helpful spirit are 
a daily highlight through-
out the church.

Eric Nance
Director of Facilities

These last few months have certainly 
been unusual and challenging!  My 
name is Eric Nance, and I am the 

Director of Facilities.  Don Cole retired on 
December 31, 2019, and I assumed his re-
sponsibilities on the 1st of January.  I am a 
native Oklahoman and a proud Chickasaw.  
I have worked for Church of the Servant for 
the past 23 years.  I started as the evening 
custodian; ten years later, I became the 
Assistant Director of Facilities.

In my new role, there have been many 
challenges.  No one suspected we would 
be dealing with a pandemic in just two 
months.  We heard reports of what was 
happening in China, but it was a long way 
away from Oklahoma.  During the lock-
down, Church of the Servant took advan-
tage of an empty building.  A vast majority 
of the building has been painted, carpets 
scrubbed, and all air filters changed.  We 
began working with Jani-King; they are pro-
viding us with our custodial services.  As 
we have begun the reopening process, the 
church put in place a sanitizing process of 
the facilities before and after all services.  
We purchased several spray machines 
which are used to atomize the disinfectant, 
assuring good coverage.  Children’s areas 
are also sanitized after every use.  Rest 
assured, congregational safety is of the 
highest priority!  While this pandemic has 
undoubtedly brought many strange and 
unexpected changes, it is my belief, Jesus 
is not done working through Church of the 
Servant.  Now is a time our community 
needs Church of the Servant.  We have 
been called to serve; let us be about that 
calling!

As we move boldly into the future, I invite 
you to partner with us, your maintenance 
staff, to help keep the church facilities run-
ning smoothly.  With a reduced workforce, 
we will begin to rely on you the congrega-
tion more heavily.  You may be asked to 
police your study rooms a little more, wipe 
spills from the tables, check for abandoned 
coffee cups, discard any trash that may 
have accumulated, and if you have rear-
ranged the room, please set it back.  These 
small steps go a long way into a smooth-
ly operating facility.  I also invite you to 
contact me if you see something that has 
been neglected, missed, in need of repair, 
or forgotten.  You may contact me through 
email at enance@churchoftheservant.com. 

In the future, I hope to build strong teams 
of people who can help maintain our 
outside and interior flower beds, teams 
to help with building projects around the 
church, such as air filters, carpentry, and 
larger maintenance tasks.  Are you aware 
there are 29 air conditioning units on the 
roof of the church, which all require multi-
ple filters?  Not to mention the interior VAV 
boxes inside the building, which also need 
regular filter changes.

We all have gifts; they may not be leading 
a Bible study, or mentoring a group of stu-
dents; they may simply be having a green 
thumb or an ability to work with wood.  I 
encourage you to look for opportunities 
in the near future to put your gifts to use 
in Church of the Servant’s calling to serve 
God’s people in our community.

Yours in Christ,
Eric

Jaun Galvan repairing Sheetrock   
  damage in preparation for paint. 
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Matt Schinske
Interim Director of Traditional 
Worship Arts

As Church of the Servant has gone 
through the process of reopening, 
many elements have been adjusted 

to get the services to as many people as pos-
sible, both live and online. We are so thankful 
for those who have participated in the wor-
ship ministries covering music, sound, and 
video. Many faces you recognize, like Crystal 
Johnson, Lindsay Ballard, Melissa Munroe, 
Christiaan Osborne, the jazz band, and some 
new faces to our church family. We have the 
opportunity to introduce each of them to you 
on a more personal level on September 19.

A Night of Worship is planned in the Celebra-
tion Center for Saturday, September 19, at 
7:00 p.m. This will include a variety of music 
from both our traditional and modern team 
members. God’s blessings continue to flow, 
and we will come together to lift praise to His 
holy name!

If you would like to participate or have ques-
tions, contact Matt Schinske (mschinske@
churchoftheservant.com) or Chip Hogsed 
(chogsed@churchoftheservant.com).

Matt 

WHO IS THAT?

Matt Schinske is 
a concert pianist 
known for an 
exquisite touch 
that comes from 
a warm spirit. As 
a composer and 
arranger, Matt has 
over 40 pieces and 
3 books pub-
lished by Alfred 
Music, Lorenz 
Publications, and 
Shawnee Press. 
Matt is also the 
music director and 
pianist for Darci 
Lynne and Friends.
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As long as there have been 
people on this planet, one 
thing there has never been is a 

shortage of objects of worship.  Go to 
any civilization on earth, dig it up, and 
you will find idols, objects, and places of 
worship. Today is no different.

Worship is not simply defined as going 
to church and worshipping God. Worship 
is whatever we determine has value or 
worth. I “value” that, I “worth” that, I 
“worship” that.  The playing field levels 
out when we look at worship in this light.  
Because everyone we know is carrying 
a billboard saying this is what I value 
most and somehow, my whole person is 
aimed at that. “Worship is the activity of 
the human soul; it is not what Christians 
do; it’s what people do.” – Louie Giglio 
Everyone on planet earth is worship-
ping something right now. Look around; 
everyone is pushing their “idols” – “I 
value this; I value that.” The activity of 
the human soul is to find something of 
significance and worship it, AND WE ARE 
GREAT AT IT. 

The issue is not the quality of our 
worship that needs to improve, but the 
object of our worship. 

Before I invite you to our Night of 
Worship, I want to invite you to search 
your heart. Trace the trail of your time, 
emotions, sacrifice, energy, affection, 
possessions… at the end of this trail is a 
throne. As a worship pastor, I would like 
to say, “I am a great worshipper of God.” 
But am I really? John 4:23 says, “But the 
hour comes, and now is, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth: for the Father is seek-
ing such to worship him.” Worship the 
Father, not the quality, but the object.

I believe the hour is now. I believe God 
wants to bring revival. I believe so often I 
am standing in the way. I believe Chron-
icles, 14, “If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” I believe God 
wants to heal our land. I also believe 
Dave Stone is spot on with this quote, 
“the height of our revival will be deter-
mined by the depth of our repentance.” 
Sin and repent – big words that might 
create push back. I believe what we 
submit our lives to, we worship. I believe 
God wants to move, and it starts with 
you and me.

I hope that you will join us for our night 
of worship. Louder/stronger together.

Chip

WHAT IS WORSHIP?
wor·ship /ˈwərSHəp / 

noun
1. the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity.
“the worship of God”

verb
1. show reverence and adoration for (a deity); honor with religious rites.
“the Maya built jungle pyramids to worship their gods”

Chip Hogsed
Director of Modern Worship Arts

Chip Hogsed is not only a musician and 
worship leader. Chip’s talents expand into 
photography, videography, painting, and 
Bonsai cultivation and care. Yes, Bonsai!
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There are a number of new faces 
populating the staff here at Church 
of the Servant, as well as individ-

uals stepping into new roles within the 
life of the congregation. In a more normal 
season, introductions are easy to accom-
plish, but for now a written note must 
suffice.

If you have been attending worship servic-
es online, you have seen Ms. Jessica King 
sharing the announcements and opening 
the services. Jessica has been on staff 
for several years serving in Children’s 
Ministry but has now stepped into a much 
more visible role within the congregation 
as our Director of Connections. One of 
her primary tasks is welcoming guests of 
the congregation into the life of Church 
of the Servant. On a weekly basis, she is 
serving as the central point of contact 
for the church as individuals and families 
seek out a church home and a community 
in which they can live into their lives as a 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Jessica’s warm 
smile and inquisitive personality make 
her well suited to this critical aspect of 
our ministry, and we are grateful for her 
presence on staff. Additionally, Jessica 
will be working to coordinate our Disciple-
ship Ministries and existing Adult Sunday 
School groups. As we work to cautiously 

explore means by which we can resume 
our small group activities, Jessica will 
be the person to whom your questions 
should be addressed.

Associate Ministers Ms. Heather Winner, 
Director of Servant Students, and Mr. Sky-
ler Rodriguez, Assistant Director of Serv-
ant Students are becoming familiar faces 
through their opportunities to preach and 
lead several worship services during the 
summer months. We are blessed beyond 
measure to have two individuals of such 
profound giftedness and passion pour-
ing themselves into the lives of not only 
our students, but the congregation as a 
whole. Student Ministry in particular does 
not lend itself to “social-distancing,” but 
Heather and Skyler have been working to 
provide creative opportunities to keep our 
students engaged and moving forward in 
their spiritual growth. Of particular note 
are their efforts to complete the Confirma-
tion process which was interrupted by the 
events of last March. As a congregation, 
we look forward to a Sunday morning in 
the near future when those students have 
an opportunity to take that critical next 
step in their spiritual growth through the 
public profession of their faith in Jesus 
Christ.

NEW FACES  |  NEW ROLES

Rev. Randy Shrauner
Executive Minister

Jessica King

Skyler Rodriguez

Director of Connections

Assistant Director of Servant Students

Heather Winner

Josh Snodgrass

Director of Servant Students

Assistant Director of Servant Kids16



Our newest staff member is Mr. Josh 
Snodgrass who is serving in the role 
of Assistant Director of Servant Kids. 
Josh brings to the staff a wealth of 
experience in high-energy, high-im-
pact Children’s Ministry. Many of 
the children within our congregation 
and community have benefited as 
a result of their participation in 
Kanakuk Kamps–either through their 
onsite summer camp offerings, or 
more recently the week-long Kankuk 
Kampout hosted on the campus of 
Church of the Servant. As a child, 
Josh participated in those camp 
experiences. As he matured and 
experienced a personal call to min-
istry, he served for years as a Camp 
Counselor and was trained through 
Kanakuk’s Leadership Institute. 
That experience and perspective is 
injecting an often-requested level of 
energy and engagement into Kid’s 
Ministry at Church of the Servant. 
Josh is a welcome addition to the 
staff and we look forward to seeing 
all that God will accomplish in and 
through him in the years to come!

In the weeks and months to come, 
we will have opportunities for each 
of these outstanding individuals to 
more fully introduce themselves and 
share both their stories and their 
hopes for the future of Church of the 
Servant. I consider it a privilege to 
serve alongside each of them and 
am humbled that God would gather 
this group for such a time as this. I 
would ask that you hold them—and 
indeed the entire staff of Church of 
the Servant—in your prayers, as we 
look forward in anxious anticipation 
to the work that is to be done.   

8 TWO BIBLE STUDIES RESUME

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

MORE 2020 DATES:

Men’s Buck & a Bible and Women in the Word Bible studies 
resume on Tuesday morning, September 8 at 6:30 (Men) 
and 9:30 (Women). We will meet in the Centrum. Livestream 
available. See page 03.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Night of Worship will take place at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Celebration Center. Enjoy music from our traditional 
and modern worship teams. See page 14.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY
Church of the Servant celebrates our third graders each 
year by presenting them with their own Bible. See page 20. 

FAMILY CAMPOUT
Sleep under the stars on the Servant Lawn! Worship, 
movies, breakfast, and more! See page 27.

OU/TEXAS AT THE CHURCH
It may not be the Texas State Fair, but we are going to 
have a lot of fun! More information coming soon!

Student Life Game Night 

Scavenger Hunt and Lighting of the Tree

Drive-Thru Bethlehem 

Christmas Eve (3:00, 6:00, and 8:30 PM) 

November 7 -

November 29 -

December 11-13 -

December 24 -

DRIVE-THRU FALL FEST
This year’s Servant Fall Fest will look a little differ-
ent. We will have a drive-thru event so that we can 
still have a fun evening while keeping everyone safe. 
See page 22.

25

20
19

3
10

SAVE THE DATE!
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While this summer was unusual and nothing like any we have ever experienced, we 
were still able to do fun things with Servant Kids! We did virtual VBS complete with ac-
tivity boxes. Families came and picked up a VBS box with all the supplies necessary to 
follow along with the videos and Zoom chats for the week. We did a take-home Easter 
egg hunt kit and also invited families to come to church and chalk the sidewalks while 
praying over our church and its members. We met up on Zoom to play games, talk to 
one another, and learn about our weekly Bible lesson. We did an outdoor 5th-grade pro-
motion event to celebrate the 5th graders as they transitioned into 6th grade and out of 
Kids Ministry. We had (and are still having) virtual Sunday morning lessons for families 
to do at home. These weekly lessons include worship, a Bible story video, parent guide, 
activities, and more.

We are looking forward to another great school year!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! WE POST UPDATES, IN-
FORMATION, PICTURES, AND MORE, SO DON’T MISS OUT! 
GO TO @SERVANTKIDS ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, AND 
TWITTER!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SERVANT 
KIDS Report

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Grades 
1-5 will be outside on the south lawn. There will be a check-in station by the SE doors 
down by the coffee shop, so when you arrive, please check in to get your sticker. Tem-
peratures will also be taken during check-in. The kids need to bring a mask with them 
to wear, but they will have opportunities once we are outside to be socially distanced 
from others and can take a mask break to get some fresh air. We will have a lesson and 
games, and a craft activity, and all will be conducted with safety and social distance in 
mind. Your kids can wear play clothes and bring a blanket or towel to sit on, and we will 
spread out on the lawn. You can check them out after the worship service outside by 
bringing your parent sticker.

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and 
their activities. For those younger kids, temperatures will also be taken, but masks are 
optional.

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715.

Kourtney has worked in 
children and youth ministry 
for over ten years and has 
enjoyed watching children and 
teenagers grow in their faith 
and come to know Jesus in a 
more real and personal way.  
She wants all children to know 
how much Jesus loves them 
and to see how God works in 
their lives and in the lives of 
those around them.

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids
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ICE CREAM SUNDAE
SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH KINDERGARTEN 

Over the past several months, we have been reminded just 
how important it is to believe that God has a plan for me. 
Our world has changed. Everything we had planned changed. 
Hurt, disappointment, fear, loss, sickness... all of it has left 
us wondering, what will happen next? And, while we won’t 
ever truly know what will happen next in any given situation, 
God does, because God has a plan for you, and God has a plan for me.

This month, we are going to use the super sweet theme of Ice Cream Sundae, along with 
the life of Joseph, to teach preschoolers that God has a plan for them. When we put all of 
the parts of Joseph’s story together—just as with an ice cream sundae—it gives us a sweet 
reminder that we can trust that God has a plan for me, and it is always best. We just have 
to wait until God is done putting all of the parts together. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Jeremiah 29:11 and says, “’For I know the plans 
I have for you says the Lord.” Who has a plan for you? God has a plan for me.  This month, 
we hope that preschoolers will begin to understand that God loves them, and He has a plan 
for them—a plan they can trust is always best, no matter what.

S E P T E M E R   H A P P E N I N G S. . .

THIRD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY
Third Grade Bible Sunday is September 20th. Church of the Servant celebrates our third 
graders each year by presenting them with their own Bible. These celebrations will take place 
in the 9:30 Celebration Center Service and 11:00 Modern Service in the Centrum, sharing this 
beautiful milestone with the congregation. Third graders and their families can choose which 
service in which they will be recognized. Register online at https://servantokc.org/events. If 
you have questions, contact Kourtney Aller at kaller@servantokc.org or 728-4715. 

Josh’s ministry experience 
comes from the 10 years he 
spent at Kanakuk, both as 
a camper as well as a staff 
member and eventually a 
leadership position. Josh be-
lieves that children can make 
a huge impact in this world 
through the love of Christ and 
wants all the children to know 
the love that Jesus has for 
them. 

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids
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Be a Kindergarten 
Prayer Buddy! 

What would I do?
• Pray for your kindergarten buddy all 

year long!

• Provide a book at Christmas time (writ-
ing a little note inside the book would 
make it extra special for your buddy).

Why we need YOU!
• We would be honored to have adult 

prayer buddies paired up with each 
individual student so our sweet kinder-
gartners would have an adult praying 
specifically for them.

• This is a great opportunity for our stu-
dents to practice their writing skills as 
they pen a special note to their buddy 
each month!

Interested or have questions? 
Email your name, address, and phone number 
to the Warm World Kindergarten teachers!

Misha Knight: ofc22mom@gmail.com or 
Leigh Hood: leighhood3@gmail.com

 

Information needed:
Your Name

Address 
(only used by teachers to send your letter)

Email 
(only used by teachers to send information)

Phone Number 
(only used by teachers to text information)
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 

BLOCK PARTY: EVERYONE’S INVITED
SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about the connection between friendship and 
God’s character, as shown through God’s big story. Friendship is using your 
words and actions to show others you care.

Jesus showed us the greatest example of love when He laid down His life for 
His friends. With His words and actions, He showed friendship to everyone 
He met. We can reflect Jesus’ love best when we treat one another with 
friendship. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Proverbs 17:17 and says, “A friend loves at all times. They are 
there to help when trouble comes.” We will discuss how you should choose your friends carefully. Friends 
love one another, encourage one another, and forgive one another.

FRIDAY MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share a short 
video devotional each Friday for you to 
watch with your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four minutes 
long and a great way to open discus-
sion about different topics with your 
kids. The videos can be found on the 
Servant Kids Facebook page and on 
our YouTube channel (a link to the 
channel is available on the website 
under Kids Ministry).

HONK HONK!! 
SAVE THE DATE FOR SERVANT FALL FEST DRIVE-THRU EDITION!
Servant Fall Fest is back! Join us on Sunday, October 25, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for Church of the Servant’s annual 
family-friendly Fall Fest. This year’s Fall Fest will look a little different than it did in the past. We will have a drive-thru 
event so that we can still have a fun evening while keeping everyone safe. We will start collecting candy for the event 
this month and would love to have your help with this! Please consider donating bags of individually-wrapped can-
dies in the drop boxes around the church or in the front office by Sunday, October 18. There will be some great (safe) 
volunteer opportunities, so be looking for more details later this month!
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SPARK Program
“A cheerful heart is good medicine.”

              Proverbs 17:22

While many things remained closed this sum-
mer, Church of the Servant was filled with su-
perheroes, pirates, sharks, and circus clowns. 

It was all part of our SPARK program, which is Summer 
Play And Rest for Kids. We knew the importance of minis-
tering to children during the summer, so we created a day 
camp atmosphere for children six months through Kinder-
garten. Each week in July, the children enjoyed a different 
theme with crafts, dramatic play, games, and music.  

In the summer SPARK program, children began their day 
with kids worship songs in the Celebration Center. Then 
downstairs, the classrooms were filled with toys, stories, 
crafts, and lots of giggles. Our themes included Patri-
otic Pets, Super Heroes, Pirates and Princesses, Circus, 
and Under the Sea. We had pizza, popsicles, and special 
snacks to go along with our themes. Playing with friends 
on the playground was the most popular place. 

The top priority was to put extra safety precautions in place for 
the program. We changed drop off and pick up procedures to 
limit the number of people in the building. We added temperature 
checks, mask-wearing, and increased handwashing and sanitiz-
ing practices. Activities were also modified to limit interaction 
between classes. 

The cheer this program brought to our hearts was more than we 
could have imagined. Parents were very thankful for the program 
knowing their children enjoying a fun, safe program. Seeing kids 
playing together again and watching their innocent joy was a 
long-awaited blessing. Our team of teachers brought the biggest 
smiles and fun energy, and we could see them being the hands 
and feet of Jesus during uncertain times. The summer SPARK 
program was one of the brightest parts of our summer for Church 
of the Servant. 
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

Going into this summer, we were 
unsure what student ministry was 
going to look like. As the COV-

ID-19 pandemic began to take off, and new 
leaders began their work, there were many 
question marks going into this season. 
After many days of planning, a summer 
schedule was created. Middle and high 
school students were able to safely meet 
weekly throughout the summer months.

SUNDAY NIGHTS ON THE LAWN 
Sunday Night on the Lawn served as our 
weekly gathering of both middle and high 
school students. As we came together on 
the lawn, a devotional was shared with 
the students, a large group game was 
played, and each night ended with a walk 
to Braums for ice cream. Through these 
nights, new students were welcomed, and 
friendships were created. 

HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE 
SCHOOL MEET-UPS
Tuesday nights were specifically for our 
middle school students, and Wednesday’s 
were for our high schoolers. We were able 
to see rising 6th graders join the middle 
school and begin their times in student 
ministries, and rising freshmen start to 
join the high school students. These stu-
dents met in various places from sno cone 
stands, to nature parks, to Riversport OKC, 
and many other outdoor places.

Although this summer was far from nor-
mal for everyone, Servant students were 
able to continue their ministries and rela-
tionships with one another through weekly 
gatherings and fellowship. We are thank-
ful to all the leaders and volunteers that 
helped us make this summer possible.

Skyler

SERVANT STUDENTS

During his time at OU, Skyler was 
deeply invested in the Wesley Foun-
dation on campus where he served 
as a student leader, worship band 
member, and full-time staff  member 
for two years after graduating. He 
currently attends Asbury Theological 
Seminary where he is pursuing a 
Master of  Divinity degree. 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?
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This school year ahead will be dif-
ferent than anything our students 
have ever experienced - the start of 

school has been a clear testament to that. 
However, Servant Students wants to pro-
vide a safe, comfortable, and fun environ-
ment for our sixth through twelfth graders 
to retreat multiple times each week. We 
are praying for these weekly gatherings, 
and we ask that you join us in our hope for 
God to move in mighty and powerful ways.

SUNDAY NIGHTS 
For September, these Sunday evening 
gatherings take place on the South Lawn 
and in the Centrum from 7:00–8:30 p.m. 
This is a time of high energy games and 
corporate worship. Students are then 
divided up into two groups, middle and 
high school, for a scripturally-centered 
message. Each Sunday night will end with 
an exciting game and time to hang out on 
the lawn (weather permitting).

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Small groups are a time for students to 
share about their weeks while deepening 

relationships with God and one another. 
Wednesday Nights from 7:00–8:30 p.m. 
offer just that. These nights stand as a 
mid-week gathering for hilarious games, a 
message, and time in gender and age-spe-
cific small groups. This time provides 
a space for students to come together 
for community and laughter and pause 
in between whatever may be going on in 
their lives.

SERVANT UNDER THE STARS: 
FAMILY CAMPOUT! 
Grab your gear because you know you 
want to! Join us for a socially distanced 
camp out on the COS South Lawn starting 
on Saturday, October 3, at 6:00 p.m. and 
ending on Sunday, October 4, at 8:00 a.m. 
There will be s’mores, a movie, and a de-
licious breakfast you won’t want to miss 
along with tons of fun to be had under the 
Oklahoma skies. Be on the lookout for a 
sign-up to pick your plot on the lawn and 
all the details to come.

Heather

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students

Heather attended Candler School of 
Theology where she graduated with 
her Masters of  Divinity. She has served 
particularly in youth ministry for over 
three years now as she continues within 
her ordination process within the United 
Methodist Church. Heather has a passion 
for students to know and love God, and 
she has hopes to witness the spiritual 
growth of  others all the days of  her life.

WHERE ARE WE HEADED? 

SERVANT STUDENT LIFE

Family Campout
October 3-4, 2020
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Earthglow Gift Shop has been a rev-
enue source for non-profit organi-
zations in Oklahoma City for over 

40 years, having received over $900,000 
from the proceeds of the shop’s sales.  
This has been possible because of the 
fabulous shoppers who have come into 
the shop and made purchases of gifts 
and boutique items over the years.  The 
2020 COVID-19 pandemic has, unfortu-
nately, had a dramatically unfavorable 
impact on what the shop will be able to 
give away at the end of this year.   

The store is filled with wonderful mer-
chandise just waiting to decorate your 
home or be wrapped up as gifts for your 
family and friends.  Before the lockdown, 

our buyers had placed orders for season-
al gifts for fall and Christmas, and it has 
arrived and is waiting for your shopping 
pleasure.  Alas, the church has been 
closed.  But now we have some good 
news to help you, our terrific SUNSHINE 
shoppers who make Earthglow’s mission-
al giving a possibility. 

For several months, it has been possible 
to phone in an order and have a safe, 
friendly curbside pickup any Tuesday or 
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
This option is still available.  In addition, 
we have just received permission to have 
the shop open during these same hours 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.  So now our fab-
ulous customers can once again be our 
SUNSHINE by making an appointment 
for a safe, private shopping experience 
on one of these two days.  Simply phone 
Margy at 405-219-9536 or Sharon at 
405-795-9384 to set up a time to come in 
and browse the wonderful merchandise 
that is available for your gifting pleas-
ure.  You’ll be asked to wear a mask and 
practice safe social distancing, and our 
lovely sales staff will give you some very 
V.I.P. treatment.  Christmas items will be 
added to the shelves earlier this year, so 
call today for an appointment. 

When you are in the church on Sunday 
mornings, please plan to window shop 
as you pass by Earthglow on the main 
concourse.  You’ll discover the beau-
tiful displays of decorator items, toys, 
food items, cards, jewelry, and so much 
more.  Also, take the time to look at the 
Earthglow Gift Shop page on Facebook, 
highlighting many of the items available 
in the store.  Once you do so, we know 
you will be eager to set up an appoint-
ment to visit the store in person to make 

purchases that will enrich your gift-giving 
and personal acquisitions while enabling 
the continued missional outreach that 
Earthglow provides in our community. 

To protect our shoppers, volunteers, and 
vendors’ health and safety, we have found it 
necessary to postpone the 2020 Earthglow 
Market, which was scheduled for November 
14. This annual event has always been a 
great way to kick off the holiday season, 
so we are disappointed that it must be 
postponed, but the Market will happen in 
2021 when we hope to return to normal 
(pre-COVID).  So mark your calendar for 
Saturday, November 13, 2021.  Many of 
our faithful vendors have already reserved 
space for next year’s event, and they now 
will have several more months to create 
beautiful items for your shopping pleasure. 

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
ATTENTION EARTHGLOW SHOPPERS!

YOU REALLY ARE OUR SUNSHINE!
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Much like the rest of the church 
population, the Path Sunday 
School Class, a loyal group 

of age-65 plus women (and a few good 
men), were perplexed by the realization 
back in March that we would no longer 
be meeting in the church library at 11:00 
a.m. every Sunday.  For several weeks, 
we phoned one another and lament-
ed the fact that we could not share a 
Sunday school lesson, a meal together, a 
friendly game of cards, and, most of all, 
a hug.  Then one day, we learned about 
that great modern-day advancement 
known as “Zoom.”

In early May, this group of sweet senior 
citizens tackled the task of overcoming 
our fear of technology, and we began 
meeting weekly on Zoom to have our 
regularly scheduled Sunday school hour.  
In addition, several of the group have 
learned to play our favorite card game, 
Hand and Foot, over the internet.  Four 
at a time, we spend a couple of hours 
several times a week face-to-face on the 
computer screen, enjoying game time 
and fellowship.

Recently, Debbie MacDonald, a member 
of Servant who is the Development Di-
rector at City Rescue Mission, spoke to 
our Sunday morning class.  She shared 

some interesting information about the 
Mission and how it helps so many in our 
city.  We asked Debbie how we might be 
of help during this time when the Mis-
sion is closed to volunteers.  She said 
that, of course, monetary donations are 
always helpful but also mentioned that 
new underwear and socks are some-
thing that the residents always need and 
appreciate.  With this thought in mind, 
the class planned a socially-distanced 
picnic at a local park where we held an 
Underwear/Sock Shower for City Rescue 
Mission.  Pictured here are some of the 
happy memories of this great evening, 
as well as a photo of the bounty we pro-
vided to the mission.

Should you fit into the category of a 65+ 
senior who would enjoy doing Sunday 
school and fun times in life with those 
of like mind, drop a note to dsuzie-
drake66@gmail.com, and we’ll get you 
information on how to join the Path 
Class.

PATH CLASS
PURPOSEFUL DURING THE PANDEMIC
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CONGREGATIONAL 

CA R E
During hard times in life, we need all the love and support we can 
get – both from God and others. In fact, God often manifests His 
presence through others! Being “God’s heart and hands” is the 
very purpose of our Care Ministry. We have many ways to minister 
to Church of the Servant’s families:

• Our Care Chaplains

• Various support groups

• Hospital and home visits

• Encouraging care notes

• Intercessory prayer
Tim Travers

Minister of Congregational Care

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
At Church of the Servant, it’s our custom to offer a course of Grief Support Group 
during the fall, and a course during the spring.  That course usually lasts for about 
10-13 weeks.  This past spring, we had to cut that course short because of the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  If you are interested in being in a grief support group this 
fall, please contact the Coordinator of Care Ministries, Vicki Roberds, by calling 
her at 405-728-4738 or emailing her at vroberds@churchoftheservant.com.  If 
we’re able to meet in person this fall, we will wear masks and keep social distanc-
ing.  If we’re not able to meet in person, then meeting by way of a virtual platform 
is an option for us.  Either way, if you have experienced the loss of a loved one – 
and you’d like to be a part of such a group, beginning in October – please contact 
us and let us know.

ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP
We have a monthly support group at Church of the Servant for those involved in 
the care or support of a loved one who has Alzheimer’s or some other form of 
dementia.  We are officially part of the Alzheimer’s Association support groups.  
Since March, we haven’t been able to meet in person because the Alzheimer’s 
Association has placed in-person meetings on hold until the threat of the Coro-
navirus pandemic is over.  Therefore, if you would like to be involved in a support 
group that meets by way of a virtual platform, we’d love to hear from you.  This 
group is for the caregivers, not the dementia patients themselves.  Even if you 
haven’t been part of our support group in the past, perhaps now is a great time 
to start “attending” by joining us for some virtual meetings.  If we have enough 
interest on our group’s part, we can start offering those meetings in October.  If 
you’re interested in such a group (meeting virtually), please call Vicki Roberds at 
405-728-4738 or email her at vroberds@chrchoftheservant.com.

Tim has a special gift of caring 
for people and has served our 
congegration since 2003. 

DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR

The Upper Room, a daily 

devotional guide for United 

Methodists, provides a devotional 

reading for each of the days of the 

month that goes with each of the 

Scripture readings and prayers on 

this month’s prayer calendar.  The 

devotional for each day will enrich 

your quiet time with the Lord 

during this month. To view this 

month’s prayer calendar, go to 

ServantOKC.org/PRAYER.
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DAILY PRAYER
Please remember on each day, if you know by name some individuals you can lift up to God in prayer, then, by all means, do 
that.  Even if you do not know their names, you can still be in prayer for them.

Monday:  Pray for all COVID-19 patients and their families, whether care is given at home, in the hospital, or in care homes.

Tuesday:  Pray for doctors, nurses, medical staff, nursing home staff, physical therapists, pharmacists, and any other 
caregivers who have close contact with those who may be sick with Coronavirus.

Wednesday:  Pray for individuals and families who have experienced a sense of loss because of COVID.  Perhaps they 
experienced the death of a loved one this year because of COVID, or maybe they lost income because of cutbacks or reduced 
business.   

Thursday:  Pray for first responders, such as fire departments, law enforcement, paramedics, etc.  

Friday:  Pray for students (of all ages) who are beginning another school year, whether it’s with online or in-person classes – 
or a combination of both... and whether it’s with a school district or homeschooling.   

Saturday:  Pray for teachers, coaches, tutors, school boards, staff, and home school educators.

Sunday:  Pray for churches, congregations, and faith groups, as well as pastors, leaders, and employees of churches or 
faith-based organizations.      

I have served full-time in ordained ministry in church-
es for almost 28 years, and I have seen some amazing 
things happen because of the power of prayer.  I recent-
ly had the notion that perhaps you (the readers of this 
newsletter) might like to have a suggested “schedule” 
for your prayer time this fall.  Fall is always a busy time 
and full of many changes and new beginnings.  This year, 
it includes the extra worry and burden of knowing that 
we’re in the midst of a global pandemic.  Therefore, I’ve 
laid out a guideline that you can utilize to help you focus 
your daily prayers this fall.  Perhaps you’ll find that in 
bringing these things to God in prayer – and staying com-
mitted to the spiritual discipline of prayer – your spirit 
will be enriched and your soul will be kept a little more 
at peace... even as we enter this uncertain season of fall 
2020.  You’ll find my suggested schedule of prayer below, 
but please know that I welcome you to modify, adjust, or 
add to it – to make it your own.  This list is by no means 
intended to be complete.  It’s just some examples of 
some groups we can keep in our prayers – especially in 
September.  Blessings and peace to you!

Rev. Tim Travers, Minister of Congregational Care  

PrAYer DurING A PANDeMIc
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES 

9:30  •  11:00
LIVE STREAM

Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
servantokc.online.church

Also on Facebook @ServantOKC

A United Methodist Congregation

CONTACT US:
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73132
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