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Maua mission
In early fall, Dr. Agudelo will make a presentation at
Church of the Servant about his vision and the work
he did in February at Maua Methodist Hospital.
– page 12
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MO NTHLY NEWSL ET TE R

2019 WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister

W

ith only five months remaining in 2019, A Walk
Through Bethlehem will
be here very soon and now is the time
to begin to pray, plan and prepare.
Save the dates now for December 13,
14 & 15. Last year’s WTB was a giant
success for Church of the Servant and I
fully expect this year to be even bigger.
I want to ask everyone to get involved
in this great outreach to our community
this year. Here are ways you can be part
of the team:

Cast Members: Those who serve
by dressing up and helping the village
come alive each of the three nights.
Singers, musicians, and specific role
cast members all make the village
come alive. Roman guards, tax collectors, wise men, shepherds....the list
goes on and on. All different types of
cast members will be needed.

Village Development Team: This
group will build the village from the
ground up. This year we will have a
more streamlined approach to building
the village and many of the city and
shop walls will be built indoors.

Shop “Owners”: The place where the
village comes alive is in the shops. Last
year, groups and individuals far exceeded my hopes and dreams of what would
happen. This year at least 20 shops
can be experienced in our little town of
Bethlehem.

Please begin to pray now about how
you can get involved in this year’s walk.
Finally, be on the lookout for a meeting
date and time before the end of August.
At this meeting, I will introduce the
directors for each of the areas listed
above. Please see me if you would like
to talk in person before the meeting. I
would love to hear your ideas and find
the perfect place for you.
It will be here before we know it and I
cannot wait!

Hospitality & Parking: Last year,
over 4,000 visited during the three
nights of WTB and this year should be
even larger. From serving hot chocolate
to helping people find their way around
campus, a shift with the hospitality
ministry will be an important place of
impact each of the nights.

Mark your calendar and look for more information
to be posted in the coming months!
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DISCIPLESHIP

FALL BIBLE STUDIES

Fall studies offer opportunities to stay connected to others in the Bible and in fellowship. Listed below are the discipleship
studies for men and women being offered this fall. For more information about any of these studies, contact Susie Cobden at
scobden@churchoftheservant.com or in the church office at 405-721-4141. Register in the Concourse or online at
ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies.

ALPHA

Led by Dr. Robyn Goggs | Community Hall
Sunday mornings, 10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
September 8 - November 24
The Alpha course seeks to introduce the basics of the Christian faith through a series of talks and discussions. It is a safe place to ask questions about the Christian faith and to explore the meaning of life.
Do you or someone you know need a place to explore these hard questions of life? If you are a Christ follower, who do you know that you could invite to the next Alpha course? In this 12-session course, questions like these will be addressed:
Is there more to life than this? Who is Jesus? Why did Jesus die? How can I have faith? Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Alpha course will be held Sunday mornings, September 8 – November 24, from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Community Hall and led
by Dr. Robyn Goggs. Childcare is provided. A typical session will include breakfast, a video session, and a time of discussion addressing
the questions. Register at ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the Concourse.

Disciple Fast-Track

Led by Rev. Matt Patrick | North Adult Area, Rooms 1&2
Sunday evenings, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
September 15 - November 17 - Old Testament
January 12 - March 15, 2020 - New Testament
Trying to read the entire Bible is an amazing, but difficult goal, especially if you are
B I B L E S T U DY F O R B U S Y L I V E S
reading on your own. Disciple Fast Track is a Bible study where you will join with
others in diving into the Old and New Testament scriptures. Rev. Matt Patrick will be
teaching the class and helping you not just read the scriptures, but understand them as well. It is two 10-week studies in which you will
explore the Old Testament and the New Testament. Sundays, September 15 – November 17, you will cover the Old Testament. Sundays,
January 12 – March 15, 2020, will be focused on the New Testament.
Participants will read 3 - 5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings held on Sundays from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Childcare will be offered if requested on the registration form. Register at ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the Concourse. The cost is $40 which is the cost of the Old and New Testament workbooks.

Living Your Strengths

Led by Eric Nance and Randy Crownover | Library
Sunday evenings, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
September 22 - November 3
You will be most successful in whatever you do by building your life around your
greatest natural abilities. Most of us have been conditioned at home, in church,
at work, and in school to correct our weaknesses. Contrary to this, the Gallup
organization highlights that our talents should be our primary focus, not our
deficiencies. This course will put you in touch with the unique combination of
strengths that you have been given which place you with a calling—a calling to
serve others and to advance the cause of Christ and the Church, a calling to ministry. When you discover your talents, you begin to discover your calling. Living Your Strengths will meet for seven sessions on Sundays, September 22 – November 3 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
It will be led by Eric Nance and Dr. Randy Crownover. The cost is $40, which covers the book and the Living Your Strengths assessment
test. Register at ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the Concourse.
ServantOKC.org
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DISCIPLESHIP

FALL BIBLE STUDIES
BUCK AND A BIBLE (Men’s Bible Study)

Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell | Community Hall
Tuesday Mornings, 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.
Resumes Tuesday, September 17
Grab your Bible and $1.00 to cover the cost of a donut or muffin and join a group of early-rising,
God-filled, fun-loving men in a study led by our Senior Minister, Dr. Matthew Mitchell. The first
study is Scripture and the Wesleyan Way. For more information, contact Susie Cobden at
Dr. Matthew Mitchell
scobden@churchoftheservant.com. No registration required. It meets in Community Hall.
Senior Minister

WOMEN IN THE WORD (Women’s Bible Study)

Led by Dr. Robyn Goggs | Community Hall
Tuesday Mornings, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Resumes Tuesday, September 10
This large group Bible Study is a favorite among many women, as it appeals to both the
beginning follower and the seasoned believer. Each session is essentially an independent
study. Join us for coffee, donuts, Bible study led by Dr. Robyn Goggs. Our first study is
Praying at the Crossroads: Learning from the Prayers of the Old Testament. For more information contact Susie Cobden at scobden@churchoftheservant.com. Childcare is available.
No registration required. It meets in Community Hall.
Have you ever found yourself at a crossroads in life? Knowing you have to go one way or the
other, but can’t go both? Over the past year, I have had to make some big decisions in my own
Dr. Robyn Goggs
life that are leading me in some new directions, and I can imagine many of you have found
Associate Minister
yourselves in those moments too. It is in these deepest levels of despair or searching when we
find our deepest levels of prayer. Prayer is essential to our spiritual growth, but few of us pray as often or as fervently as we’d like. We tend to
turn to God only in moments of desperation and crisis. Yet God wants us to turn our hearts God’s way in every moment of our lives. The Bible
is filled with the prayers of God’s people often uttered at crossroads of decision. This fall, we will study a series of ancient prayers in scripture
that still inform our lives today. Whether you’re facing a similar crossroads or just need guidance on how to grow deeper in your prayer practices, this fall’s Bible study for women will encourage you to call on God for peace, comfort, guidance, and strength in every moment of your life.
– Dr. Robyn Goggs

JESUS: LISTENING FOR HIS VOICE (Co-Ed Bible Study)

Led by Nancy Harris
North Adult Center, Room 12
Wednesday Mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
September 11 – October 16
True listening isn’t simply hearing the words of Jesus; it involves a belief that results in active commitment. Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus interacted with people from all walks of life. In every case,
those individuals could choose to believe His words and reap the rewards of faith -- or resist the truth and
miss out on everything that truly matters.
This same choice is yours today. In this second book in a three-part study of the Gospel of Mark, you can
read for yourself the words of Jesus in Mark 7-13. If you then align yourself with the One who is Truth,
you’ll experience for yourself the freedom that comes from truly listening for and following the voice of the
Savior. For more information and to register, email Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@cox.net or go to
ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies. It will meet in North Adult Center, Room 12.
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DISCIPLESHIP

FALL BIBLE STUDIES

BREAKAWAY!
BECAUSE YOU DIDN’T SET OUT TO
BE JUST LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE
(Co-Ed Bible Study)
Led by John Farr | North Adult, Room 12
Tuesday Evenings, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
September 10 – October 15

None of us sets out to be like everybody else, but it happens. Life begins to
squeeze us into a mold until one day we
wake up feeling trapped and hemmed in.
Unfortunately, many people think that the
answer is to run away, but they only end
up making the same bad decisions over
and over again. So how do you break the
cycle and break out of the crowd?
In this six-session study, Breakaway, will
expose you to four core beliefs that have
the power to renovate your thinking and
change the trajectory of your life. It will
illustrate how our core beliefs dictate
our decisions that dictate the outcomes
of our lives. Register at ServantOKC.
org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the
Concourse. It meets in North Adult Center,
room 12.

FINDING I AM:
HOW JESUS FULLY SATISFIES
THE CRY OF YOUR HEART
(Women’s Bible Study)

MESSY PEOPLE:
LIFE LESSONS FROM
IMPERFECT BIBLICAL HEROES
(Women’s Bible Study)

What is the deep cry of your heart? That
ache in your soul that keeps you up at
night? The prayer you keep repeating?
Jesus not only cares about this deep,
spiritual wrestling, but He also wants to
step in and see you through it.

Every life gets messy at times. Sometimes these messes are literal, like a
house that would be easier to condemn
than to clean. But sometimes they are intangible messes such as illness, conflict,
depression, abuse, bankruptcy, divorce,
and job loss. And these messes can be
painful, hurting our hearts and our homes.
But as we see in the Bible, God loves to
use messy people!

Led by Lou Ann Morris
South Adult Center, Room 3
Tuesday Mornings, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
September 10 - October 22

Join Lysa TerKeurst on the streets of Israel to explore the seven I AM statements
of Jesus found in the Gospel of John.
Through this interactive, in-depth study,
you will learn to:
• Trade feelings of emptiness and depletion for more personal fulfillment
from knowing who Jesus is.
• Stop living like a slave to your circumstances by training your heart to
embrace the life-giving freedom God
wants for you.

Patricia Hocker and Debbi Marshall
South Adult Center, Rooms 1&2
Wednesday Mornings, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
September 11 – October 23

In this six-week study, we will dig into the
lives of biblical heroes who were messy
people just like us but who were used by
God in powerful ways. Register at
ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the Concourse. It will meet in the
South Adult Center, Rooms 1&2.

Gain a better understanding of how
Jesus’ words 2,000 years ago are so very
applicable to the answers we are searching for today. Register at ServantOKC.org/
BibleStudies.
ServantOKC.org
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DISCIPLESHIP

FALL BIBLE STUDIES

LEGACY:
HOW ONE ORDINARY LIFE CAN
MAKE AN ETERNAL DIFFERENCE
(Women’s Bible Study)
Led by Darla Bierig and Sherri Boyd
North Adult Center, Rooms 1&2
Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
September 11 – October 23

What do you want to leave behind for the
next generation? How long do you want
your influence to last? Do you want your
life to have meant something in the future? We all strive to be women of legacy,
but where do we even start?
In Legacy, a 6-session small group study,
you will examine the character and actions of women in Scripture to inspire and
challenge you to leave a gospel-centered
legacy. Look at the lives of Esther, Mary
Magdalene, Ruth, Deborah, the woman
at the well, and more. Register at
ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on
Sundays in the Concourse. It meets in the
North Adult Area Center, rooms 1&2.
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IT’S NOT SUPPOSED TO BE THIS WAY
(Women’s Bible Study)

FRIDAY MORNING MOM’S GROUP
(Women’s Bible Study)

New York Times bestselling author Lysa
TerKeurst unveils her heart amid shattering circumstances and shows readers
how to live assured when life doesn’t turn
out as they expected. What do you do
when God’s timing seems questionable,
His lack of intervention hurtful, and His
promises doubtful? Life often looks so
very different than we hoped or expected.
Some events may simply catch us off
guard for a moment, but others shatter us
completely. We feel disappointed and disillusioned, and we quietly start to wonder
about the reality of God’s goodness.

If you’re a mother, you not only have an
incredibly important job, you also have
your hands full! We know being a mom
can be a joy and a challenge at the same
time. Our Friday Morning Mom’s Group is
a special place where you can come, just
as you are, to be inspired and refreshed.
You’ll meet new friends and discover
smart ways to tackle the demands of
motherhood and your faith. We would love
to get to know you! This group strives
to be a safe place for married and single
moms of infants to elementary-aged children to share the joys and frustrations of
motherhood and to explore the purposes
and promise God gives to us as women.
We meet Friday mornings during the
year for informal Bible study! Childcare is
always provided at no cost. No registration required. For more information, go to
ServantOKC.org/BibleStudeis or contact
Holly Browning at holly.e.richardson@
gmail.com or Paula Thomas at paula.rae.
thomas@gmail.com. It meets in Café 13:2
Coffee Shop.

Led by Miki Farris
North Adult Center, Room 12
Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
September 11 – October 23

Lysa TerKeurst understands this deeply. But she’s also discovered that our
disappointments can be the divine
appointments our souls need to radically
encounter God. In It’s Not Supposed to Be
This Way, Lysa invites us into her journey
of faith with grit, vulnerability, and honest
humor. Register at ServantOKC.org/BibleStudies or on Sundays in the Concourse. It meets in the North Adult Center,
room 12.

Led by Holly Browning and Paula Thomas
13.2 Coffee Shop
Friday Mornings, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
September 6 – December 13

WOMEN’s
MINISTRIES

Upcoming Events & Retreats
PAINTING WITH EMILY BUCKINGHAM
AUGUST 23 | COMMUNITY HALL
On the evening of August 23 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in Community Hall, we have a wonderful opportunity to “color our world” – or our
front door. Under the instruction of Emily Buckingham, we will be painting beautiful acorn-shaped wreaths to decorate our front doors
(or our walls) for the upcoming season of fall. Emily will be guiding us with each stroke of the paintbrush as we enjoy fun, food and fellowship with one another. The cost is $40 per person, which includes all of the materials you will need. We ask that each person bring
an appetizer to share. Please register online at ServantOKC.org/Events by Sunday, August 18. Childcare available by reservation. Come
join us! Release your inner artist and create a masterpiece that you will enjoy for years to come! Questions? Contact Barbara Bonham
at barbbonham@cox.net.

JOURNEY INTO GOD’S NEVER-ENDING LOVE
WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT | CHICKASAW RETREAT CENTER | SEPTEMBER 6-8
Ladies, are you feeling overwhelmed by the demands that life places upon you each day? Are you ready to relax and enjoy a time of
quiet reflection? Come “Journey Into God’s Never-Ending Love” with us – September 6-8 at the beautiful Chickasaw Retreat Center in
Sulphur, OK. God has a plan for spaces inside each one of us that sometimes feel broken. This weekend will be a journey to take an
honest look at the fight going on inside us, leading us to the God who has a plan to restore us. We will experience meaningful Bible
study as we explore the Scriptures and realize that our brokenness is the very thing that makes us ache for God. We will discover that
He is always waiting there for us with hope. Cost for the entire weekend is $230 per person, based on double occupancy or $335 per
person for a private room. We will begin with dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and conclude the weekend as we join together in worship on
Sunday morning. Please join with other faith-filled women as we get to know our God on a deeper level. Register online at ServantOKC.
org/Events. Please contact Barbara Bonham at barbbonham@cox.net if you have any questions.
ServantOKC.org
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24th ANNUAL SERVANT FOUNDATION

GOLF TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 @ 8AM | HEFNER NORTH GOLF COURSE

T

he 24th Annual Servant Foundation Golf
Tournament is scheduled for Hefner
Nor th Golf Course on Saturday, October 5. The
tournament is a 4-person scramble and the
cost is $75 per person, which covers the golf
fee, car t, range balls, lunch and prizes. Hole
sponsorships can be purchased at $125 per
sponsorship. Tee off is at 8:00 a.m. with a
shotgun star t. The tournament is always
well-attended and provides great fellowship.
Registration will begin Sunday, September 8.
Don’t miss this special event! If you have any
questions, contact Tom McGee at tmcgee@
churchoftheservant.com.
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The Servant Foundation, Inc. is an
endowment fund controlled by Church of
the Servant’s elected Foundation Board and
managed by the Oklahoma United Methodist
Foundation. The purpose of the Foundation is
to receive, take care of, and invest gifts and
monies and other proper ties for the specific
benefit of the ministries, people, and proper ty
of Church of the Servant. Gifts to The Servant Foundation, Inc. provide a means through
which an individual, family, or company can
par ticipate in the life and mission of the
church throughout its existence.

SERVANT ACADEMY
OF THE

Servant Academy of the Arts is
pleased to announce its new coordinator, Crystal Johnson. Crystal
started teaching Ballroom Dancing
with the Academy a little over two
years ago and has been a member
of Church of the Servant since 2016.

ARTS

Crystal brings experience 		
in Performance Arts from
many years of training in
Oklahoma and New
York City. She holds
bachelor’s degrees
in Theatre Performance and Vocal

Music Performance from East
Central University. We are excited to
see where she will lead the Servant
Academy of the Arts program.
Servant Academy of the Arts offers
classes in Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano,
Trumpet, Ballroom Dance, Voice, and
Guitar.
Join us in welcoming her to the
Church of the Servant Staff!
Please contact Crystal with any
questions or inquiries about
Servant Academy of the Arts at
cjohnson@churchoftheservant.com.
Webpage coming soon!

CRYSTAL JOHNSON

Coordinator – Servant Academy of the Arts

NEW

BALLROOM
DANCE CLASS
FOR BEGINNERS
Thursday Evenings, 6:00 - 6:45 p.m.
September 5, 2019 - November 21, 2019
Location: Youth area
Cost : $80 a month for couples ($20 per class)
$40 a month for singles ($10 per class)
You will learn 5 Basic Elements and 3 Dances
(Rumba - East Coast Swing - Waltz).
If you have always wanted to learn to dance,
now is your chance! We will start from the very
beginning and answer your questions along the
way. This group class is a slow-paced learning
environment for any age.
Contact:
Email
Call/Text

Crystal Johnson
cjohnson@churchoftheservant.com
(917) 828-6466

Servant Academy of the Arts Presents:
NEW BALLROOM DANCE CLASS FOR BEGINNERS
ServantOKC.org
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JAM:

JESUS, ARTS AND MUSIC!

Beginning September 22, Servant Kids and Music
Ministries will be launching JAM: A KID’S CHOIR led
by Chuck Weatherford, Director of Music and the Arts!
This non-audition, low-pressure group for 1st through
5th graders will rehearse in the choir room from 11:15
a.m. to Noon on Sunday mornings, leading up to a grand
performance in the 9:30 Celebration Center service on
Sunday, November 10. For more details and to register,
visit ServantOKC.org/JAM today!

Prime Time
Prime Time’s 33rd season is just
around the corner! September
through May, we always meet on the
second Thursday of each month in
Community Hall at 10:30 a.m. Each
time we are treated to a fantastic
program, blessed by the likes of Edgar
Cruz, Kyle Dillingham, or Matt Schinske. It just might be a jazz combo,
The Elderly Brothers, or a vocal or
instrumental ensemble. Maybe June
Carter or Byron Berline or an opera
singer! But it’s not always musical.
We’ve also hosted our own sweet
Darci Lynn Farmer, now world-famous
ventriloquist; attorneys with valuable
legal information; storytellers and
historical re-enactors; Bob Blackburn
from Oklahoma Historical Society.
There’s such a variety and something
to please everyone! Oh, and don’t
forget the fun of the Christmas Bake
Sale and Silent Auction in December!
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Each program is followed by one of
Michele Snow’s amazing lunches.
Folks, her “Yum Factor” is off the
charts!
And you wouldn’t want to miss the
warm Christian fellowship that can be
so rewarding. Prime Time has been
a tradition at Church of the Servant
for 32 years, and we hope to continue
for at least that many more. Prime
Time membership begins at age 50
but everyone is invited to participate
in our wonderful activities and you
don’t have to be a church member to
belong!
Contact Lola Burgtorf at lburgtorf@
churchoftheservant.com to be added
to the Prime Time mailing list. Starting a couple of weeks before Prime
Time, you’ll receive a reminder postcard so you can sign up online or at
the Welcome Center. We hope you’ll
join us at Prime Time!

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP
Have you experienced the loss of a loved
one? If so, perhaps you would benefit
from our Grief Support Group at Church
of the Servant. Whether you have recently experienced the death of a loved one,
or if you have been on a grief journey
for a long time, we hope you’ll consider
joining the group. We’ll meet on Thursday evenings (6:30-8:00 p.m.) beginning on September 12 and continuing
through November 21. We’ll meet in the
Library of our church, which is located
in the office area directly behind the big
waterfall. Each session includes a video
and plenty of time for discussion and
sharing. Each participant will receive a
complimentary workbook.
Registration never closes, so you can
join us anytime during the course. To
register for the course, contact Vicki
Roberds at (405) 728-4738 or vroberds@
churchoftheservant.com.

Rise Against Hunger Meals
have been shipped!
It is with great pleasure that we announce the destination of the Rise
Against Hunger meals you helped package on February 24, 2019. A
shipping container, holding 278,640 meals, of which 151,968 meals
were packaged at Church of the Servant, has been shipped to the
Dominican Republic for our partner CitiHope International.
CitiHope International is an organization that nourishes lives through
food assistance and other services in the Dominican Republic. To
learn more, please visit our partner/country spotlight on the Impact
Stories tab and click and drag on our World Aid Map at
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/world-aid/.

Save the date for our next Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event
on Sunday, February 23, 2020. For more information about Rise Against
Hunger, go to ServantOKC.org/RAH.

WHIZ KIDS VOLUNTEER
SIGN UP DAY – AUGUST 18
Whiz Kids is a faith-based, city-wide, one-on-one tutoring/mentoring program established in 1996 in Oklahoma City.
There are currently 36 sites serving at-risk kids.
Church of the Servant has partnered with Wesley UMC for 8 years involving 60 volunteers a week, which
includes tutors, drivers, and riders who transport the kids to Wesley, the food team which prepares and
serves a meal, the Club Time leaders who lead us closer to God, substitute tutors and coordinators.
Each week, we have about 84 waking hours. Can you give 2 hours to help a child realize they could
have dreams and a future?
The value of presence cannot be underestimated. Do you have someone who
believes in you? What if you did not? Be present for a child who needs to have
someone believe in them. It is time you can give that results in a changed life!
Whiz Kids is more than tutoring. It’s learning about God, playing games, exploring, experimenting, improving literacy, reading, loving, celebrating, learning to
meet goals, meeting special guests, listening, having conversations, building
relationships, and receiving blessings.
We’re here to lift up kids!
Join our Whiz Kids family! Sign up on Whiz Kids Day
on Sunday, August 18.
You are invited to come to our Whiz Kids orientation on
Monday, August 19, at 3:00 pm at Church of the Servant in the Courtyard. Have more questions? Please
contact Shirley Rolston at jsrolston@cox.net or
405-721-3188 or Carolyn Hays at chays25@
cox.net or 405-721-1317.

ServantOKC.org
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SHARING AND LEARNING:
An International HIV Initiative
Reflections by Ann Knutson

Photos by Charles Waggoner

CHURCH OF
THE SERVANT
REACHING THE
PEOPLE OF
KENYA AT
MAUA
METHODIST
HOSPITAL

Dr. Nelson Agudelo, an Associate Professor of

about HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB, etc. The rest is

Medicine in the Infectious Disease Department

history! I sent him some information regarding

at OUHSC, went to Kenya with Church of the

the hospital and what medical professionals can

Servant in February 2019. His coming on the

do and he signed up!

trip was a God thing! One morning a week, he
counsels people at the Oklahoma County Health
Department who are traveling overseas. He identifies which immunizations they might need and
addresses how to stay healthy when traveling
in remote places. Several Kenya team members
from Servant saw him, had their shots and told
him about the trip. When Nick, my husband, and
I came for our shots, he already knew about the
trip and casually said that he had always wanted
to go to Africa. I quickly said, “Well, come with
us!” It was easy for Nick and Nelson to connect
as Nick did an Infectious Disease fellowship
many years ago. They quickly began to talk
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Dr. Agudelo was very impressed with the high
level of care that HIV/AIDS patients receive from
Maua Methodist Hospital (MMH). So much so
that he has formulated a plan to bring medical
providers over to OUHSC to spend a month
working with the doctors in his department.
Since the beginning of the epidemic in Africa in
1982, approximately one million people have died
in Africa, life expectancy has been reduced from
54.1 to 42.6 years, one million orphans were left
behind. Currently, in East and Southern Africa,
81% of people are aware of their HIV status,
81% of those people are on HIV treatment, and

of those 79% are virally suppressed
(which is a good thing if you have HIV).
Those numbers are close to the goal of
90% of all people in Africa know their
HIV status, 90% on treatment and 90%
are virally suppressed. Incredible progress has been made through intense
efforts – much of which has been
accomplished through President H.W.
Bush’s PEPFAR (Presidents Executive
Plan For AIDS Relief).
Dr. Agudelo’s vision is a four-week
course in the clinical management of
HIV at OU Health Sciences Center:
•

Select and train candidates
from countries especially hardhit by the HIV epidemic

•

Plan to start with providers
from Maua Hospital

•

Ripple effect - that doctor can,
in turn, pass along his knowledge to colleagues at home
and, together, they can affect
the care of thousands of patients for years to come.

The OU Infectious Diseases Department has agreed to host 2-3 physicians
a year. These international providers
will spend time in the following:
•

Clinic

•

HIV providers

•

Mental health providers

•

Dentistry

•

Case management

•

Hospital

•

Microbiology Lab

•

Health Department

The Infectious Disease section will provide the documentation needed for visas
and other credentials and will provide
breakfast and lunch Monday - Friday.
The doctors coming from Kenya will
need help with all the expenses related
to international travel, including: lodging,
food, Medical insurance, visas, passports, vaccinations, transportation to
and from the hospital, local hosts, family
dinners, and local tourism. We know the
needs and are working on the costs.
We are so excited to see the continuing
development of the relationship between
Church of the Servant and the Maua
Methodist Hospital.

How can I have a relationship with
people whose language I don’t speak,
whose customs I don’t understand and
who live very different lives than I do?
As I have watched and learned from
others, I’ve learned the most important aspect is time. Time spent with
people, time learning their customs
and sharing mine, time spent sharing our love of God, time building up

In early fall, Dr. Agudelo will make a

mutual trust. Only after those things

presentation at Church of the Servant

begin to happen can we see fruit like

about his vision and the work he did in

Dr. Agudelo’s vision. The congregation

February at Maua Methodist Hospital.

of Church of the Servant has taken the

Stay tuned for those details.

time to listen to the stories of our trips,

Over the past eight years that I have

to welcome Kenyan visitors to Oklaho-

been involved with mission work at
Church of the Servant, Dr. Robyn Goggs
has always talked about the relationship
that is necessary to create a partnership
that can work WITH (not just for) other
cultures and people. It has taken me
ANN KNUTSON
Lay Leader of Kenya Mission Team

DR. NELSON AGUDELO, an Associate
Professor of Medicine in the Infectious
Disease Department at OUHSC

quite a long time to grasp this concept.

ma, to provide needed supplies for the
people in Kenya. My heart is overflowing with joy that together ALL of us at
Church of the Servant have a relationship with a small but very important
hospital in East Africa!
- Ann Knutson
ServantOKC.org
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HAVE YOU LOOKED AT THE
SERVANT WEBSITE LATELY?
The Church of the Servant website has
a new look! Simply type ServantOKC.
org into your browser and the new site
will appear! Here are a few key features
we thought might be of interest to you:
To watch our worship services online,
go to the WATCH tab to view or listen
to previous messages. Also available
on this page is a LIVE stream of our
9:30 (Celebration) and 11:00 (Modern)
Sunday morning services.
A great way to introduce a friend to
Servant is to simply direct them to the
ABOUT/NEW HERE page. They will
find all sorts of information about our
church, complete with an informative
video giving them a firsthand walkthrough of the building. There are also
informational videos on the Servant
Kids, Middle and High School pages!

Wanting to dive deeper into your faith?
There is detailed information on upcoming Bible studies, lecture series, Sunday
school classes, and small group experiences under the CONNECT/SERVE
tab. This is also where you to go to
learn about volunteering for missional
outreach activities – both inside our
building and outside the walls.
The current prayer calendar, prayer concerns and information about memorial/
funeral services occurring at Servant
can be found in the MINISTRIES section
under CARE & SUPPORT. The MINISTRIES section also has pages about
Servant Kids, Middle School, High
School, Women, Senior Adults, and Music. Each ministry has its own calendar
of activities.

HANDS, EARS, & COFFEE
Our 13.2 Coffee Shop is a great place to live out the ministry of being Jesus’
hands. What you might not realize is that it is also a place to be his ears!
Over the past several years of volunteering in 13.2 (FYI – the name 13.2
comes from Hebrews 13.2 – look it up!), the gift of listening to people has
come before me over and over. I’ve listened to frazzled parents; to confused
students; to hurting widowers and widows; to veterans remembering their
stories; to the lonely; and to friends! Jesus brings the needy into the shop
via a cup of coffee and we are gifted with ministering to them by listening.
Then, we can remind them – or tell them for the first time – they are loved so
much by Jesus and His church. It’s a beautiful & holy moment to witness the
Holy Spirit in action!
So, come join us in the coffee shop as a volunteer! Jesus needs your hands
and ears! I promise you it’s so much easier behind the counter than you
think. It’s pretty much just punching a few buttons, and I’ll teach you the
ones to push!
During the school year, the shop is open weekdays from 8:45 to 11:00 a.m.,
Monday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Wednesday nights from 5:45 to 7:30
p.m., and Sunday mornings from 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Whether you’re shy
or gregarious, a morning person or a night owl, there is a place for you at
13.2. Call the church offices or Email me at mmeans@churchoftheservant.
com if you’re interested!
In caffeinated love,
MJ Means
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Future events in all areas of the church
may be found on the EVENTS page.
This is where you will go to register for
activities. The calendar at the bottom of
this page should provide a comprehensive view of activities occurring on any
day at the church.
The GIVE tab explains the giving opportunities available to you at Servant.
Your contributions support our general
budget as well as missions within our
church and beyond our walls!
We hope this brief overview of what is
available at ServantOKC.org will make
you want to explore our website. It is
our commitment as a staff to keep the
website vibrant and up to date, so we
hope it will become a useful tool that
you will visit often.

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
A GIFT BOUTIQUE THAT KEEPS ON GIVING

ELEPHANTS, MONKEYS
AND SLOTHS – OH, MY!
Cuddly animals for babies abound in Earthglow, as well as books, toys, games,
socks, bibs, hair bows, and so much more. Whenever you are in the market for
a gift for a new baby or that special young child in your life, stop by the beautiful
boutique in the Concourse of Church of the Servant. While you are there, look
over the fine selection of essential oil, lotions, and hand care products – these are
just the right thing for the tired moms of those special kiddos in your life.

EARTHGLOW MARKET – NOVEMBER 9
Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 9, when Earthglow will once again
host the annual Earthglow Market which features over one hundred booths of
crafts and novelties. If you are interested in participating as a vendor at this
highly popular market, sign up online at ServantOKC.org/EarthglowMarket
to host a booth.

LET’S HELP TEEM AGAIN THIS MONTH
We are still collecting toiletries for TEEM (The Education and Employment
Ministry) through August. Bring your new full-sized deodorant, soap, shampoo,
conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, alcohol-free mouthwash, and floss to one
of the TEEM collection boxes located in front of or inside Earthglow. You will be
helping someone recently released from prison transition into the work world
with a sense of confidence.

ServantOKC.org
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LOOK WHAT WE DID...
KANAKUK KAMPOUT
JULY 8-12
We had an incredible week of Kampout with 400 Kampers who
attended this year! The Kampers participated in worship, small
group Bible time, outdoor activities, and indoor games. Thanks to
everyone who helped either through praying, hosting counselors in
your home, or providing lunch for the Kanakuk staff each day. You
helped make the week a huge success!

“FUN IN THE SUN” DAY
“FUN in the SUN” day happened on July 28 and it was a huge hit with the
children (and adults too)! The OKC Fire Department showed up with two
trucks and sprayed the kids as they played games and ran around splashing each other. We had popsicles and hot dogs and popcorn as we played
outside. It’s one of our favorite mornings!
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AUGUST
HAPPENINGS...
TREASURE HUNT

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING IN AUGUST
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH KINDERGARTEN
Mining for gold has been around ever since humans discovered that first
glittering speck of rock. But there’s something even better than gold. It’s
the Bible! The Bible is better than gold! It teaches us that God loves us so
much He gave us Jesus to be our friend forever. It teaches us how to live
our best lives. And, it teaches us how to share our stuff.
The teachings in the Bible are worth more to us than thousands of pieces of
gold and silver. At the end of the day, learning how God, our Creator, wants us
to live is worth way more than anything money can buy.
So grab a Bible, and get ready. We’re going on a treasure hunt! We want to begin
to uncover some nuggets of truth and set our preschoolers on a lifelong search
for treasure—the kind of treasure that is better than gold.
Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm 119:72 – “Your teachings are
worth more to me than thousands of pieces of gold and silver.” The Bible teaches
me God loves me all the time and loves me so much that He gave me Jesus to be my
friend forever. The Bible teaches me how to live and that I can share my stuff. We look
forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings in August!

MISSION CONTROL:
FOLLOW THE FLIGHT PLAN

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING IN AUGUST
GRADES 1-5

Follow us on Social Media!
We post updates,
information, pictures, and
more, so don’t miss out!
Go to @servantkids on
Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter!
Sign up for text alerts by

This month, we will be learning about the connection between obedience and God’s
character, as shown through God’s big story. Obedience is trusting who’s in charge
by doing what you’re asked to do. God is the creator of the world. He’s in charge
of everything. We show that we trust God by obeying Him and His plan for our life.
Jesus showed the ultimate act of obedience when He chose to obey His Father’s
plan to die for our sins.
Our memory verse this month comes from 2 John 6 – “The way we show our love is
to obey God’s commands. He commands you to lead a life of love. That’s what you
have heard from the beginning.” We will discuss how when you learn about God, it’s
easier to follow him. We will also talk about how to trust and obey God, even when
you think your way is better or even when others don’t. Join us for a new session
each Sunday morning this month!

texting @servantki to 81010.
ServantOKC.org
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WEEKLY DEVOTIONALS
FOR FAMILIES AND KIDS
On our new website, we have a section on the kids page with weekly devotionals. These devotionals include activities that go along
with the lesson learned on the previous Sunday morning. We would
like to encourage you to spend a few minutes each day with your
child(ren) reinforcing what they have learned about that week during
Total Group and small groups. We also post Bible readings, reflection
questions, and more each day on Instagram and/or Facebook. When
the church and family work together to enforce the concepts and
lessons, we will have the greatest impact on the lives of our kids!
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SERVANT 45 SWIM PARTY
AUGUST 18
Fourth and fifth graders, join us in the pool at the Baker’s
house for an end of summer celebration! Our party will happen
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Girls bring a sweet snack and boys bring a
salty snack. Be sure to wear appropriate swimwear and bring
a towel. Please, NO siblings for this event. Contact Pam if you
need directions – padams@servantokc.org or 728-4713.

MOVE UP SUNDAY
AUGUST 11
On August 11, we will promote our kids
to the next grade. We will celebrate
this special event with Sundae Sunday!
All kids will start the morning in their
current classes but will then be taken to
their new classes. This specifically will
affect Kindergartners, who will move to
the elementary side, and outgoing third
graders, who will move next door to Suite
45. The ice cream party will occur between Total Group and small group time
from 10:20-10:45. Join us for a fun and
special celebration!

ACOLYTE TRAINING/CONSECRATION
AUGUST 25
Calling all Fourth and Fifth Graders! You are being invited
to join the Acolyte program at Church of the Servant. What
is an acolyte? An acolyte is a follower of Jesus Christ who
assists in the worship services in their church. Helping in
the worship service is one way of serving Christ. You, along
with the other persons who take part in the church service
are members of a team, and your teamwork will help all the
people worship God. It is considered an honor to be part
of this team. Training for the candle lighting will be held on
Sunday, August 25 at 10:50 a.m. in the Celebration Center. On
the same Sunday, we will have acolyte consecration during
the 9:30 service in the Celebration Center. Please contact
Jessica King to register for training – jking@servantokc.org.

ACOLYTES
ServantOKC.org
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Group pic taken last weekend from YeeHaw Kids Camp

STILL TO COME…
SERVANT 45 – STARTS SEPTEMBER 4
Calling all 4th and 5th graders! We will be meeting weekly on Wednesday nights starting
September 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. We will start by studying the creation story in
Genesis and will move forward from there as the year progresses. Dinner will not be
provided except on the last Wednesday night of each month (September 25 and October
30). We will meet weekly until the first week of December but will take a break for Fall
Break and Thanksgiving. Invite your friends to join in the fun of these events!

SERVANT KIDS FAMILY PICNIC – SEPTEMBER 8
Come dressed casually for church on the morning of September 8th, because we are
having a picnic on the lawn after church is over at Noon! We will have food, inflatables,
games, and fun for the whole family! Bring a blanket for a picnic, and plan to stay after
church on that day until 2:00 p.m.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 29
Church of the Servant celebrates our third graders each year by presenting them with
their own Bible. These celebrations will take place in the 9:30 Celebration Center Service
and 11:00 Modern Service in the Centrum, sharing this beautiful milestone with the
congregation. Third graders and their families can choose which service in which they
will be recognized. Register online at ServantOKC.org/KIDS. If you have questions,
contact Jessica King at jking@servantokc.org or 728-4756.
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SERVANT

STUDENTS

TRIPLE PLAY

Servant Middle School Mission OKC: Triple Play

I

On July 22-24, Servant Middle

are labeled as awkward or a little

School had 30 students who spent

self-centered, but I have the privilege

their mornings serving at our local

of watching our students be exactly

mission fields Urban Mission, Water4,

who God calls them to be. They served

and Food Bank. During our time at

and loved everyone that came through

Urban Mission, the students were

those doors as if it was their own fami-

able to engage with our community

ly. In James 2, it talks about our faith

and help individuals and families fill

being dead if it is not accompanied by

their baskets with groceries. I was

action. Our students did that in a sim-

overwhelmed as I watched our stu-

ple yet beautiful way. I encourage each

dents serve and care for those in our

of you to serve at Urban Mission or

community. We served a little over 150

the Food Bank and put your faith into

families and each family was greet-

action by helping our neighbors.

ed with a smile and a helping hand.
Sometimes middle school students

Jenna Smith,
Director of Servant Middle School

James 2:14-17
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes
and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

SAVE THE DATE!
SERVANT HIGH SCHOOL
FALL RETREAT
NOVEMBER 8-10
DETAILS COMING SOON!

SAVE THE DATE!
SERVANT MIDDLE
SCHOOL FALL RETREAT
NOVEMBER 1-3
DETAILS COMING SOON!

ServantOKC.org
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Servant Students:
No Program
Just a reminder that we are OFF the
following two Wednesday Nights,
August 14 and August 21.
We will pick back up on August 28.

SERVANT STUDENTS
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
Join us on August 28 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for our BACK TO SCHOOL
BASH! This event is for all 6th through 12th-grade students. This will be
an incredible evening filled with extreme inflatables, outdoor laser tag,
air 9 square, volleyball, gaga pit, and lots of delicious food. Your ticket to
this free event is to bring a donation item for the Urban Ministry.
Acceptable donations: shampoo, toothpaste, or toilet paper.

SERVANT STUDENTS
RIVERSPORT
ADVENTURES
On Thursday, August 8, Servant Students will
spend the day, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., at River
Sport Adventures for our final summer event.
Don’t miss this day packed full of fun! Sign up
and get more details at ServantOKC.org/Events.

ServantOKC.org
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Follow Us!
@ChurchoftheServantOKC
A United Methodist Congregation

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES

8:15 • 9:30 • 11:00

CONTACT US:
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73132
ServantOKC.org
405.721.4141

@ServantChurch
LIVE STREAM
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
churchoftheservant.churchonline.org
Also on Facebook

