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This week, I took some time to reflect upon the past two years in Oklaho-
ma and at Church of the Servant. I could not help but smile and smile and 
smile as I thought about all that my family has experienced since moving 

west two years ago. Memorial Day weekend is a special time for us because it 
was on this weekend, two years ago, we began to drive to our new church home 
and family at Church of the Servant. 

Amber and I had to laugh a little as we remembered the move. The moving truck 
broke down and showed up over a week late. Due to the late arrival, we did not 
have everything our family would need to attend Church that first Sunday in 
June. We frantically ran all over Target in search of clothes for Mackenzie, Cart-
er, Harrison, and Bailey so that they would look presentable for our first Sunday. 
I remember the excitement and the stress, but most of all, I cherish the memo-
ries and experiences we have shared here in Oklahoma and with all of you. 

LOOKING BACK... 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister

Looking back into our life experiences can be an 
important prayer exercise for all of us. Yes, it can be 
painful too. However, when we look back, we may 
discover the events we experienced were not as 
bad as we thought. We may see God’s activity and 
protection, and we might also discover where we 
need to deal with unresolved events and relation-
ships. For me, looking back often shows me where 
God was active when I did not understand or could 
not see Him at work. 

If you are looking for a new way to give thanks and 
also work on unresolved matters in your life, take a 
moment this week and look back. You may discover 
laughter, smiles, and events that helped you grow 
and realize that no matter what, God is not finished 
with you yet! 

We are thankful to celebrate the start of year three! 

The Mitchells

The MItchells: Mackenzie, Carter, Harrison, and Bailey
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Dr. Robyn Goggs

I was 15 years old when I felt the 
stirring of the Holy Spirit guiding me to 
follow a call into ordained ministry and 
service in the local church setting. I 
have done that with great intention for 
the last 30 years.  I am a firm believer 
that some callings do stay with us for 
a lifetime. The beauty of the human 
journey and attentiveness to it gives 
opportunity for those callings to 
evolve. I am so very grateful that it is 
here at Church of the Servant over the 
last nine years in ministry and service 
I’ve had the space to evolve as a min-
ister and as a Christian disciple.

The vocational calling at a tender age 
seemed very naïve and elementary, but 
I believe it rooted in the deep desire 
to serve and to share God’s love with 
others. As I have aged, grown and 
learned, I’ve become a better and more 
aware version of myself. I am deeper 
and more educated, yet that original 
calling – to love God with all my heart, 
my mind, my soul, and to share the 
redemptive and hopeful message of 
Christ – has never changed.  For many 
years, I have lived out that calling in 
the ordering of worship and life in the 
church. 

Being an ordained minister of the 
Gospel is a privilege. People show up 
and believe that we are going to say 
something that could transform their 
lives because God is in it. I never take 
that for granted. It’s also a privilege 
because you invite us into your truth 
to gently hold your hearts when you 
are willing to be open and vulnerable 
and share God’s truth in that space.  I 
live to proclaim this truth: that you are 
loved.

Over the next few years, I will be mak-
ing some transitions in my own life. I 
don’t expect to stop being an ordained 
minister in the church. And I’m really 
grateful to continue that role here at 
Church of the Servant in the midst of 
this transition into a therapist position 
at A Chance to Change counseling 
agency.

Thank you for your love, support and 
trust. Thank you for empowering me 
as a female clergy to be your minister 
here at this church. Thank you for 
the many times we have served the 
kingdom side-by-side together, dirty, 
laughing, crying, and striving to make 
a difference in the lives of others in 

Jesus’ name. Thank you for the rich-
ness of our relationships that have 
transformed my life.

I am not leaving Church of the Serv-
ant, but will be appointed here as a 
part-time clergy beginning in July. In 
this transition, I will continue to have 
something to offer in a different role 
that continues to make this church 
a beacon of light and hope in the 
community. I look forward to preach-
ing all the services on June 16 and 
celebrating my ministry here with you 
in worship on June 23. In September, 
I look forward to stepping into a vital 
teaching role on Tuesdays and Sun-
days and continuing to be a resource 
for spiritual and mental health recov-
ery in our ministries here.

I am so very humbled and grateful for 
the way God has connected me to this 
great body of Christ and the blessing 
of doing ministry with such an incredi-
ble staff of friends and colleagues who 
have been a big part of this journey.  
Thank you for this opportunity to share 
my heart!

Dr. Robyn Goggs

This is Not Goodbye
DR. ROBYN GOGGS

“I have a number of different callings.  And I think it is 
possible to be called away from things I have been called 

to in the past.  There are goodbyes as well as hellos in our callings, 
because a calling doesn’t have to be for a lifetime.”  

– Barbara Brown Taylor
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MISSIONSMI
FALL INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP 
TO MYANMAR
November 29 - December 7   
Led by Bill and Yvonne Morgan  

From November 29 - December 7, 2019, Bill and Yvonne Mor-
gan will be leading a mission trip to Myanmar.  Why a mission 
trip to Myanmar? The Morgan’s started working with a group 
of orphans in Myanmar almost 8 years ago. The children’s 
home there has grown to over 30 orphans during the years. 
Two years ago, they built a brand-new facility for the children 
to allow for future growth. On the upcoming trip, the team will 
spend time visiting and interacting with the kids and tour the 
facility to see how it operates. On their last trip, the Morgan’s 
also hosted a women’s conference for over 500 women des-
perate to hear the word of God. As part of this year’s trip, we 
will hold another conference to share our faith with them. We 
are praying to reach 1,000 women this year. These women want to learn how to live as Christian women, moms and wives. This trip 
will provide lots of time to interact with the locals in an area that does not see many tourists. You will find the people very warm and 
welcoming. Estimated cost is $3,000 all inclusive of the trip. If you would like more details about this trip or to ask questions, please 
contact Yvonne Morgan at morganoufans@cox.net.

SKYLINE CLOTHES FOR KIDS 
FISH APPEAL RAISED  $23,000

Every year on Mother’s Day, our Special Fish Appeal benefits the Skyline Ministry of Clothes for 
Kids.  This offering has become an intricate part of the ministry Skyline can do for the families 
of the Oklahoma City school system.  Our gifts make ministry possible in such needed tangible 
ways! You can still give! And you can volunteer!

Volunteers are needed in June to register children for uniforms, and in July to help the children 
shop in the Skyline Store on SE 15th Street.  Just 15 minutes from the church, you could see this 
ministry in action and be a part of Clothes for Kids on the ground level.  For more information, 
contact Melissa Ramey at Skyline Urban Ministries at mramey@skylineurbanministries.org.
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LAST CALL FOR HEIFER TRIP
FOR ADULT/CHILD MIDDLE SCHOOL
JULY 7-12
We are again planning a Mission Experience for a parent/grandparent to have with their middle school student 
(6,7,8th graders in fall 2019). This is a great way to have an introduction to a mission trip with your child. The 2018 
group enthusiastically endorsed the experience at Heifer Ranch, and some are going back again! 

Heifer Ranch is located on a beautiful 1200 acre piece of property in NW Arkansas. There we harvested produce 
that we ate that evening, we milked goats and planted vegetables. We learned which countries produce the most 
sneakers that are worn in the US. Using an apple to represent the planet, we learned how very little arable soil 
there is, but how much can be produced in it. Heifer’s motto is: We work with communities to end hunger and 
poverty while caring for the earth.

This summer, July 7-12 we will again be going to Perryville, Arkansas to work on the Heifer International Ranch. 
The cost is $425 per person; however, Mission Council will make a $140 contribution to each person who is a 
member of Church of the Servant. That brings the cost down to $285. Please email or call Jo Edwards for more 
information at jte406@sbcglobal.net or 479-285-1321. The deadline is fast approaching.

Here is a link to their website. Our program is called Alternative Break.
https://www.heifer.org/what-you-can-do/experience-heifer/usa/heifer-ranch.html 
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KENYA 

For 90 years, the Meth-
odist church has been 
represented in Kenya 

through Maua Methodist 
Hospital. Maua is located in 
central Kenya on the northeast 

slopes of Mt. Kenya. 

Since 2013, Church of the Servant has sent 
groups over not for a mission trip but rather 
a mission journey. The trip will end, but the 
journey of processing a very different cul-
ture and witnessing the power of great faith 

has only begun for our pilgrims. 

While we work through Maua Methodist Hospital, our trips 
are a combination of medical and non-medical people. 
Opportunities for team members include visiting schools 
and dispensing pills to rid students’ bodies of harmful 
parasites, attending a local church service, working 

alongside a Kenyan construction crew to build a home for 
a family devastated by HIV/AIDS, and organizing school supplies which 
the team brings over. 

We fly to Nairobi, the capital of Kenya and then drive 5-7 hours to the 
town of Maua. Along the way we see lovely tea fields on hillside slopes, 
bodas-bodas (motorcycles) with very interesting cargo (such as sofas), 
and beautiful, friendly children. Accommodations are pleasant with 

western style bathrooms. The food is good and we drink bottled water. 

The cost is between $3,000-3,500 all inclusive for the two-week trip. Additional 
costs would be passport and visa. Immunizations are optional but will be discussed. 
The next trip will be late summer or early fall of 2020. Please email Jaci Finch at 
jkfinchok@gmaIl.com or Ann Knutson at annknut@gmail.com for more information.   

MISSION TRIP
IN 2020

Entertaining a classroom 
with “I’m a little teapot”.
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JOIN US FOR A KENYA MISSION REPORT
It’s been another busy spring here at Servant, but we finally 
found a date which we can share with the congregation about 
the 3rd Mission Journey to Kenya we took this past February. 
Join us in the Chapel of the Cross at 11:00 on Sunday, June 9.  
 
On this trip, we worked on some of the same projects as in 
previous years, but we also want to talk about some new areas. 
We visited Kitchen Gardens which is a program that is provid-
ing better nutrition to those living with HIV/AIDS. Seeds and 
transplants are provided by the hospital gardener along with the 
how-to’s of gardening. Often the Kitchen Gardens are provided 
to older women who have few job skills and who are taking care 
of children with AIDS. 
 

The women on the trip traveled over some of the 
worst roads ever to share with 52 women and 35 
girls information about proper feminine hygiene as 
well as information on sex trafficking, self-defense 
and even something as simple as proper handwash-
ing. While this sounds very serious, and it was, there 
were also lots of giggles as Kenyan adult women 
were given hygiene kits with panties of varying sizes 
and they swapped to get their correct size. 
 
An infectious disease doctor from OUHSC will share 
some of his experiences working in various areas at 
the hospital. He listened and learned and also gave 
several talks and made rounds at the hospital. He 
plans to travel with us in 2020!

Women love shoes 
       all over the world!

Oh, the things you’ll see on Kenyan highways!

Photo by: Charles Waggoner
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WOMEN’s
MINISTRIES

Celebrating Taste of Faith

Creatively decorated tables, the energy 
of chatter and sharing in the midst of 
celebrating faith, mission and friendship 
made for a beautiful evening at our an-
nual women’s Taste of Faith May dinner. 
Barbara Bonham, our lay women’s event 
director was our keynote speaker, who 
shared her honest story of redemption 
and her faith rooted in Christ for second 
chances.  The idea of second chances was 
also carried through our mission focus for 
the evening as we heard about the work of 
the Homeless Alliance in Oklahoma City.  
Ranya Forgotson, Director of the Curbside 
Chronicle, the magazine sold on the streets 
around our city, came to share with us the 

growing work with a fragile population in 
our city.  The idea of dignity, restoration 
and second chances drives the work that 
empowers individuals who are homeless 
in our city to sell the magazine for a small 
personal profit. Their newest endeavor is 
a seasonal flower shop where individuals 
are learning the art and skill of floral design 
and selling them throughout the city.  It 
was exciting to hear of this work and our 
evening mission offering of almost $3,000 
articulated our enthusiasm to be involved.  
A special thanks to the team of women 
who organized and gave the church this 
beautiful evening!

Celebrating Taste of a Faith:  Being Rooted in Christ for Second Chances.

SISTER-TO-SISTER MENTORING

Ladies, it’s time to check in and 
see how these relationships 
are going. Plans are currently 
underway for a Sister-to-Sister 
get together.  Do you desire to 
connect with a sister in Christ 
for prayer, encouragement and 
fellowship on a monthly basis?  
If you are interested, contact 
Barbara Bonham at Barbbon-
ham@cox.net.

A gathering event later this sum-
mer will draw all of us together 
again!  Watch your email for the 
next gathering!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, August 23, 6pm  
Sign Painting 
with Emily Buckingham

September 6-8   
Women’s Retreat at 
Chickasaw Retreat Center

Saturday, November 23, 9am     
Creative Christmas 
Crafting Event
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

SUMMER BIBLE STUDIES

“Listen, Love and Repeat” by Karen Ehman
Led by Barbara Bonham  |  North Adult Center, Room 1
Tuesday mornings, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
June 4-July 23 (Not meeting on June 11 and July 9) 
Our culture is self-obsessed – in our schedules, relationships, 
and especially online. (Can you say selfie?) But in this near-nar-
cissism, people are less content than in decades past. Why? 
Because we forget the joy that comes from putting others first. 
Doing so requires us to live alert, listening for “heart drops,” hints 
from those in our lives who need a helping hand or a generous 
dose of encouragement. Living alert lifts our own spirits, showing 
us that blessing others blesses us even more.  Listen, Love, and 
Repeat offers biblical teaching and suggests doable actions that 
are simple, heart tugging, sentimental, even sneaky and hilarious.

“Seize the Day” by Joyce Meyer
Led by Susan Mitchell  |  North Adult Center, Room 5
Tuesday mornings, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
June 18 – August 13  (Not meeting July 9)
Today is no ordinary day. You may perform simple routines, feel 
uninspired, or lack the excitement of hope. But today could be the 
most important one of your life--depending on how you choose 
to spend it. Joyce Meyer encourages you not to waste another 
minute. There is something special, valuable waiting for you to 
discover in each day. And when you spend time with God daily, 
asking Him to help you find it, you’ll unlock the wonderful purpose 
He has in store for you. When you commit to letting God direct 
you, instead of resting passively in your own disappointments, 
you’ll be open to receive greater happiness and blessings than 
you ever thought possible.

“If You Want to Walk on Water You’ve Got to Get Out of 
the Boat” by John Ortberg
Led by Miki Farris  |  South Adult Center, Room 1/2
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  |  June 5 – September 4
John Ortberg invites you to consider the incredible potential that 
awaits you outside your comfort zone. Out on the risky waters 
of faith, Jesus is waiting to meet you in ways that will change 
you forever, deepening your character and your trust in God. The 
experience is terrifying. It’s thrilling beyond belief. It’s everything 
you’d expect of someone worthy to be called Lord.

Upper Room Study
Led by Debbi Marshall and Patricia Hocker
Wednesday mornings, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Ongoing to July 31  |  South Adult Center, Room 1/2
Would you like to connect to the Word and a great group of wom-
en this summer?  Then come on Wednesday mornings to study 
and share the Scripture devotions from the Upper Room publica-
tion.  This small treasured book can be purchased in Earthglow.  
Each week under the leadership of Debbi Marshall and Patricia 
Hocker, the group will share scripture as it intersects with every-
day life.  Prayer and a time of reflection are also included.  Each 
week is a stand-alone study, so in the midst of vacations and 
summer commitments, one can drop in and still receive a sacred 
moment of connection with Christ.

“Breathe” by Priscilla Shirer
Led by Darla Bierig  |  North Adult Center, Room 1
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  |  June 19 – July 31
One of the greatest challenges among women in our culture is 
taking time to stop and cease from all the activities and busy-
ness and just breathe. We are in bondage to busyness. We con-
stantly strive to complete the limitless to-do lists that hinder us 
from experiencing all that God has for us. We miss the moments 
because we rush ahead to the next thing. By neglecting time 
for tranquility, serenity, and repose, we limit our Christ-likeness 
and miss out on some of God’s greatest gifts.  It is time for us to 
breathe and build margin into our lives for God.

“1 Peter” by Jen Wilkin
Led by Holly Browning  |  13.2 Coffee Shop  |  Childcare available.
Friday mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  |  June 14 – July 26
Our inheritance through Christ is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading. In 1 Peter, a man of faith and flaws and eyewitness 
to the life of Christ, challenges us to look beyond our current 
circumstances to a future inheritance. He shares his concerns 
on big picture issues for the early church, describes believers’ 
true identity in Christ, and ultimately helps readers discover what 
it means to experience the Living Hope they have in Christ. Key 
themes of humility, submission, and identity in Christ guide the 
study of 1 Peter.

Summer studies offer opportunities to stay connected to others in the Bible and in fellowship. Listed below are the studies for 
women being offered this summer.  Each study begins and ends on different dates, with the idea that maybe one might work better 
with your summer schedule than another.  Have a close look below where you might plug in!  For more information about any of 
these studies, contact Susie Cobden at scobden@churchoftheservant.com or in the church office at 405-721-4141.
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L
ast week, Servant High School had a Move Up Getaway as they welcomed the 
incoming 9thgraders into the ministry! It was filled with laughter, delicious food, 
and a great time at Six Flags, but more importantly, it created building blocks for 
an incredible summer! This trip could not have happened without our wonderful 

leaders: Tonya Pogue, Genny Barto, Rebecca Valentine, JJ Valentine, Jonathan Foster, Andi 
Butler, Kendall Carpenter, Hillary Neaves, and Sara Schultheis.

MOVE UP GETAWAY TO SIX FLAGS!

HIGH SCHOOL
SERVANT
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SUMMER WEDNESDAYS!
Servant High School is meeting throughout the summer! Our focus is creating space for fun, relationships, and memorable 
moments! Check out our schedule above and join us for a wonderful summer!

JUNE 17-21: SERVANT HIGH SCHOOL MISSION OKC
Servant High School has a wonderful opportunity to make a difference in our community! We have a local mission trip 
scheduled for June 17-21. We are staying at New Covenant UMC and will work with various organization around the city! 
We have a new cost of $50! Registration deadline is June 9! You don’t want to miss this incredible week!

JULY 5-8: SERVANT HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Dayspring, a summer camp for 
high school students, is coming 
July 5-8. This is an incredible 
week spent with various youth 
groups around the state at Camp 
WOW in Stuart, OK. Our time is 
filled with worship, small groups, 
ropes course, recreational activ-
ies, and so much more! This is 
one event your student DOES NOT 
want to miss! Sign up at www.
dayspringok.com by June 16.

ServantOKC.org 11



E
ach Wednesday night during the school year, we have 
around 60 students come be a part of our awesome 
small group ministry. These students are broken up into 
small groups based upon their age and gender. Each 

group has two adult leaders that teach and show the students 
the love of Jesus Christ. We could not impact the number of 
students that we do without these amazing leaders. They spend 
each Wednesday showing up for these students, knowing them 
by name, celebrating their victories, and comforting them in hard 
times. We are so grateful for their dedication to these students 
and our ministry. Thank you leaders for sharing the love of Jesus 
with our next generation!

Jenna Smith,
Director of Servant Middle School

SERVANT
MIDDLE SCHOOL

SERVANT MIDDLE SCHOOL SMALL GROUP CLOSING EVENT

ADULT LEADERS:

Leahla Barrett     6th grade girls 
Wendi Humes         6th grade girls 
Joe McFarlane      6th grade boys 
Dustin Baker           6th grade boys
Courtney Lindenborn  7th grade girls 
Megan McDaniel         7th grade girls 
Ryan Aller                   7th grade boys
Colby Stone                7th grade boys 
Abby Hammons          8th grade boys 
Nicole Nelson             8th grade girls 
Mike Todd                   8th grade boys 
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JUNE 22-23: MIDDLE SCHOOL LOCK IN 8PM-8AM
Join us for an awesome night of fun at the Church! 
This event is for all 6th-8th grade students. Cost is $10 and includes food and activities. 
Register online at ServantOKC.org/Events.

JULY 22-24: TRIPLE PLAY 
SERVANT MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
Triple Play is three days of serving our community in the morning and fun and fellowship 
in the afternoon. This is not an overnight event. Register at ServantOKC.org/Events.

WHERE: At Church of the Servant and around the city. Pick up and drop off at the Church.

COST: $60 – This covers all activities, transportation, and food.

WHAT TO BRING: You need to bring with you TENNIS SHOES, appropriate clothes, and 
money in case you want to buy something while we are out (Remember: this is optional, 
as all necessities are covered).

DETAILS: Triple Play takes place from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day. Each day, we will 
meet at the church at 8:30 (please eat breakfast before), and then head out for a day of 
fun. We will start the morning off with a mission project, we will then have lunch “out”, 
and finish the day with a wildly fun activity.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Wednesday, June 26

Spots are limited-register ASAP!

Parent drivers are needed. 
If interested, contact Jenna at jsmith@churchoftheservant.com.

TRIPLE PLAY IS THREE 
DAYS OF SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY IN THE 
MORNING AND FUN 
AND FELLOWSHIP IN 
THE AFTERNOON.

JOIN US FOR AN AWESOME NIGHT OF FUN AT THE CHURCH! 
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SERVANT KIDS  

L O O K  W H A T  W E  D I D. . .  

END-OF-YEAR BASH!
Kids and their families had a blast on Wednesday, May 8 as they bounced on 

inflatables, ate pizza, and played Bingo and other fun games. It was a great 
night to play together and spend time with our family and friends. We wanted to 

celebrate the end of a great school year by having a party!

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
We had a blast celebrating our volunteers with dinner, trivia, and 

prizes on May 15. These faithful people are here each week to lead 
small groups, teach Sunday school classes, lead Total Groups, prepare 

supplies, and get to know the kids while teaching them about Jesus and 
His love for us! We couldn’t do all the fun and life-changing activities 

we do in Servant Kids without these volunteers. We appreciate them and 
their dedication and hard work!
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POWER UP: RAISE YOUR GAME
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING IN JUNE
GRADES 1-4 (JUST COMPLETED)

This month, we will be learning about the connection between the Fruit of the Spirit 
and God’s character, as shown through God’s big story. God created us in His im-
age, and He sent His son, Jesus, to show us the way to live. He also knew we would 
need help; that’s why He sent us the Holy Spirit. With the power of the Spirit, we 
can produce fruit that points others to Jesus. Every month, kids discover some-
thing about God’s character and how they can reflect or respond to that character 
because they are created in God’s image. We call those Life-Apps. And this summer 
we’re discovering how several of these Life-Apps show up specifically in what the 
Apostle Paul calls the Fruit of the Spirit.

Our memory verse this month comes from Galatians 5:22-23a and says, “The fruit 
the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy, and peace. It is being patient, kind, and good. 
It is being faithful and gentle and having control of oneself.” We will discuss how 
to love others because God loves you and how to choose joy no matter what’s 
going on. We will also learn to have peace because God is in control, asking God 
for patience when we need to wait, and how to be kind even when it’s hard.  Join 
us for a new session each Sunday morning this month!

Follow us on Social Media! 

We post updates, 

information, pictures, and 

more, so don’t miss out! 

Go to @servantkids on 

Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter!

Sign up for text alerts by 

texting @servantki to 81010.

POWER UP: RAISE YOUR GAME
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING IN JUNE

AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH KINDERGARTEN 
(JUST COMPLETED)

Have you ever played PAC-MAN? The best part of that game is 
eating the large power pellets. Pac-Man immediately powers up, and 

then you can do anything. The bad guys can’t get you! You can eat 
them and earn bonus points doing it! It’s awesome! 

Feeling like we can do anything is a pretty great feeling. We may not 
have the power pellets lying around that we can eat to power up, but 

we do have another power source—a real power source that gives us the 
power to do everything God wants us to do. His name is Jesus. And, he is 

AMAZING!

We are going to Power Up through the next two months with the hope of 
creating a super fun and engaging experience for preschoolers to learn about 

the Fruit of the Spirit—what happens when we are connected to Jesus, the real 
power source.

Our memory verse this month comes from Philippians 4:13 and says, “I can do 
everything by the power of Christ.” When Jesus is your friend, He gives you the 

power to love, have joy, have peace, be patient, and be kind. We look forward to 
seeing you on Sunday mornings in June!

J U N E  H A P P E N I N G S. . .
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FIFTH GRADE CIRCLE OF SUPPORT
We wrapped up our Circle of Support for fifth graders with a 
reveal party on Sunday, May 19. Circle of Support is a ministry 
shaped by the parents for the students. The parents pick a 
“circle” of around five close and reliable family members and/or 
friends to be a part of the child’s circle for April and May. Each 
Circle of Support member commits to praying daily for the child 
and anonymously sending notes to the fifth grader, usually 
about once per week. At the final event, it was revealed to the 
students who had been praying for them and supporting them 
for the last few months of the school year. We wanted the kids 
to experience the power of Christ through the love and support 
of family and friends.   

FIFTH GRADE PROMOTION SUNDAY
It was a bittersweet day for us on May 19 as our fifth graders 
moved from Servant Kids to Servant Middle School Ministries. 
This group of students will now get to do things during the 
summer with the middle school group, such as: go to Disciple 
Camp, do mission work, and attend the fun events planned for 
middle school students. While we will miss this group of awe-
some kids, we are excited for the next chapter in their lives!
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WEEKLY DEVOTIONALS FOR FAMILIES AND KIDS
On our new website, we have a section on the kids page with weekly devotionals. These devotionals include activities that go along 
with the lesson learned on the previous Sunday morning. We would like to encourage you to spend a few minutes each day with your 
child(ren) reinforcing what they have learned about that week during Total Groups and small groups. We also post Bible readings, re-
flection questions, and more each day on Instagram and/or Facebook. When the church and family work together to enforce the 
concepts and lessons, we will have the greatest impact on the lives of our kids! To read this week’s devotional, go to ServantOKC.org/
ServantKids.

Each month, we will be highlighting some of our very special and wonderful volunteers. This 
will help you get to know them better and also let you know who is leading our children on 
their spiritual journeys. If you see them around church, give them a hug or a high five for their 
hard work and dedication to children’s ministries!

We need help leading children to Christ! 
Servant Kids is searching for adults who 
are willing to lead a small group or Sunday 
School class or to sub when a Sunday 
morning leader needs to be gone. This is 
for an hour on a Sunday morning, either at 
the 9:30 or the 11:00 hour. We also need 
help once a month on the first Wednesday 
night from 6:30-8:00. Contact Kourtney 
for more information at:
kaller@churchoftheservant.com.

SERVANT KIDS 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

BRENT AND KELLI LAY
ToTal Group for firsT-Third Grades 
We help with Total Group for first-third grades on Sunday mornings. We love 
the excitement the kids have for learning about God and hearing things from 
their perspectives and learning from them!  It is a joy watching them mature 
through the years. We always leave feeling better than before we came. 

If you are thinking about volunteering, pray about where God needs you. 
That is what we did and everything fell into place. Also, don’t let fear get in 
the way of doing something new. 

We have two daughters ages 14 and 9. Volunteering in Children’s Ministries 
for the past 13 years has been a tremendous blessing to all of our lives.  We 
love the kids and believe 100% in the saying, “it takes a village.” The people 
of this church are our village and we are so grateful! 

Brent and Kelli Lay

S T I L L  T O  C O M E …
HOST HOME STILL NEEDED FOR KAMPOUT!
Kanakuk Kampout is coming to our church on July 8-12, and we still need some help 
to make it a success! Would you be able to host at least three counselors in your home 
for that week? The counselors will need breakfast and dinner but will have their own 
transportation. Contact Kourtney Aller at kaller@churchoftheservant.com if you’d like 
more information or to sign up!

SERVANT KIDS CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Servant Kids Camp is returning this Summer! This is for kids in incoming grades 1st-
5th. Save the date for August 2-4 at Canyon Camp! Registration is now available at 
ServantOKC.org/ServantKids and is due by July 7. 
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POWER UP! – GOd’s POWER GivEs mE EvERythinG i nEEd.
“GOd’s POWER has GivEn Us EvERythinG WE nEEd tO lEad a GOdly lifE.” – 2 PEtER 1:3a (niv)

Vacation Bible School is coming to 
Church of the Servant – Monday, June 
10 through Thursday, June 13,  from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. each day.  Kids 
from age 4 to those entering 5th grade 
are invited to take part in this FREE 
week of fun, and we also need lots of 
adult volunteers to make this incredible 
week happen.  Registration is free! Go to 
ServantOKC.org/VBS and sign up now!  
VBS t-shirts and music CD’s are availa-
ble to purchase for $10 each at the table 
in the Concourse this Sunday.   Sign up 
and invite your kids, grandkids, nieces 
and nephews, neighbors, and friends!

Our VBS theme for this year is POWER 
UP! God’s power gives me everything 
I need. Kids will see the church trans-
formed into a crazy video game world 
as they experience God’s love and learn 
to watch for God in everyday life.  At 
POWER UP! VBS, kids discover that 
Jesus wants to know them! POWER UP! 
is filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences allowing kids to see, hear, 

touch, and even taste! Creative crafts, 
team-building games, cool Bible songs, 
and tasty treats are just a few of the 
standout activities that help faith flow 
into real life.   POWER UP! is an excit-
ing way for kids to learn about God’s 
love.  Each day concludes at the POW-
ER UP! Finale - a celebration that gets 
all participants involved in living what 
they’ve learned.  We hope POWER UP! 
will get everyone thrilled about God in 
our community. 

Kids will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a mission project during the 
Vacation Bible School week.  Each year, 
we collect supplies to benefit an organ-
ization.  This year, we will support The 
Homeless Alliance; we will be collecting 
sunscreen, Chapstick, bug spray, and 
soap.  These donations will help those 
living without a home during the hot 
months of summer. For more informa-
tion about The Homeless Alliance, see 
ServantOKC.org/serving-outside-the-
walls.

Can you help make an impact in a child’s 
life by volunteering with Vacation Bible 
School?  We need help with a variety of 
tasks and are sure to have an area that 
corresponds to your particular talents! 
Participating in VBS is guaranteed to 
touch your life as well as that of the 
children involved. 

You can help out even if your children 
are too young or old to participate in 
VBS.  We can always use teen helpers, 
and nursery care is available for children 
of volunteers that are younger than four. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can 
help support this tremendous ministry. 
If you have any questions at all, you may 
email me at andresfamily5@outlook.
com or call/text (405) 795-7424. Volun-
teer and child registration is available at 
ServantOKC.org/VBS. I hope to see ALL 
of you at Vacation Bible School this year!

Stephanie Andres
VBS Director
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Among the several local recipients of Earthglow’s 2018 profits 
were two organizations that are a part of the United Methodist 
Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries (CJAMM):  Penn Avenue 
Redemption Church and Exodus House.  Both organizations work 
to offer opportunities for ex-offenders to have a healthy, nurturing 
and accountable environment where they may worship and begin 
life again as they reenter society following incarceration.  

Exodus House, an apartment complex for newly released convicts 
and their families, was highlighted in last month’s newsletter.  
Penn Avenue Redemption Church serves a congregation in the 
vicinity of 1320 N Pennsylvania, but it also serves a population of 
soon-to-be released inmates from the six community correctional 
facilities around Oklahoma City and their families.  Three times a 
week, inmates are transported to the church for worship services, 
classes, choir, and group study.  The mission of the church is to 
serve their community by “being and making disciples for Jesus 
Christ, celebrating God’s grace, encouraging recovery and provid-
ing fellowship for prisoners, ex-prisoners, and their families.”

A new nonprofit business, Red River Roasters, Inc., had its begin-
nings in the basement of Penn Avenue Church, with the hope that 
“coffee can address a societal problem: employment after incarcer-
ation”.  

Pictured below is Crystal King as she prepares to grind a bag of 
Red River Roasters coffee. Crystal, who was previously incarcerat-
ed for 42 months, is a graduate of Exodus House. She believes Red 
River Roasters has the potential to change lives.  It is the vision 
that Red River Roasters will grow into a non-profit business that 
can provide job opportunities to an increasing number of formerly 
incarcerated individuals.  According to King, “What people need 
are jobs.  That can be the difference between succeeding and 
going back to prison.”   To learn more about this business, visit their 
website at redriverrosters.org or see the OCUMC Contact article. 

Earthglow hopes to help this new business by offering their deli-
cious coffee in our shop.  On Sunday, June 9, we will have a tasting 
of some of their products.  Stop by, enjoy a taste, and then step 
into Earthglow to make a purchase of coffee or any of our other    
wonderful items. Don’t miss the several great Father’s Day gift  
items.  Remember, your purchases make a significant difference
in the lives of others!

  Footnote:
  Quote and photos provided by 
	 	 OKUMC	Communications	Ministry.	
	 	 Photo	cred.	Meagan	Ewton.

EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
A  G I F T  B O U T I Q U E  T H A T  K E E P S  O N  G I V I N G

A Special Tasting Outside Earthglow on June 9
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