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A SEMESTER OF 

GRATITUDE:
Students were challenged within their small groups to think of ways they wanted to say “thank 
you” to local heathcare staff and medical professionals. Some chose to write letters, some created 
posters to put up, and others have come up with gift baskets to give away. Full story on page 13. 



SERVANT CONNECT

Lent begins very soon, on Wednesday, February 17. In a typical year, Church of the 
Servant would start the Lenten season with multiple Ash Wednesday services.  This 
year, a single worship service will be held in the Celebration Center. Unfortunately, the 
imposition of ashes will not be part of this year’s service. However, this service will 
mark the beginning of our Lenten journey to the cross on Good Friday and an empty 
tomb on Easter Sunday. 

The United Methodist Book of Worship says this about Lent: 

“Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 
lencten, which means “spring.” The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. 
Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by 
converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians. The First 
Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan, and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/
Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent passion 
and death. Because Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent 
should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.” 

To help deepen our Lenten experiences, multiple opportunities will be available to you! 

• ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE – February 17 @ 7:00 PM  in the Celebration Center 
(In-Person and ONLINE at ServantOKC.org/WATCH and on Facebook Watch)

• DANIEL FAST: 21-Days of  Prayer & Fasting – Beginning Ash Wednesday

Throughout history, the people of God have fasted. For the people of God, fasting is 
done for multiple reasons and in many different ways. One fast that many people ask 
about is the Daniel Fast. The Daniel Fast is taken from the life of the prophet Daniel in 
the book of Daniel. In Daniel 10:2-3, the prophet Daniel states, 

A CALL TO PRAYER & FASTING FOR 21 DAYS

A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister
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“At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; 
no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the 
three weeks were over.” 

To encourage one another through the fast, a special online engage-
ment opportunity will be available. Beginning the Wednesday, February 
24 at Noon, a special Facebook LIVE prayer time will be available 
(Follow us on Facebook @ServantOKC). You will be able to join together 
and share your experiences, join in prayer, and study God’s Holy Word 
each Wednesday at Noon. For more information about the Daniel Fast, 
go to https://ultimatedanielfast.com/. 

• BIBLE STUDIES –

Join us for Tuesday morning Bible Study in the Centrum and online! 
Men’s Buck and a Bible meets at 6:30 a.m., and Women in the Word 
meets at 9:30 a.m. A new study will begin on Tuesday, February 16. 
Ray Vander Laan’s, The Path to the Cross will cover five weeks helping 
each of us engage scripture and understand all that Jesus did for us 
as he prepared to go to Calvary to pay the price for our sin. Following 
the completion of this study, a new study will begin, also by Ray Vander 
Laan, titled Death and Resurrection of the Messiah. For ten weeks, we will 
each learn even more about the greatest story ever lived! You will not 
want to miss out! 

Finally, in preparation for the Lenten season and a time of fasting, 
the weekly Sunday message will focus on Lent and Fasting on 
February 7 & 14.  

Join me in celebrating the holy season of 
Lent this year,  
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SERVANT CONNECT

Jessica King
Director of Connections

THE OUTWARD EXPRESSION 
              OF YOUR LOVE 

Questions about membership, 
Bible study, or how to get 
involved? Contact Jessica at 
jking@ServantOKC.org. 

I ’ll never forget my first hard lesson.  I was 
maybe 6 or 7 years old, and my mom de-
cided it was time I had a haircut.  We never 

went to the salon to get our hair cut. My mom 
insisted she could do it herself, and so she 
would take my sister and me outside, sit us in 
a chair, and cut our hair.  This particular day, I 
was about half-way through my haircut when 
I heard the quiet jingle of the ice-cream truck 
far off in the distance.  There is nothing more 
exciting for a kid than the allure of the ice-
cream truck – bright colors, happy music, and 
of course, the ice cream!  As the music got 
louder and louder, I got more and more excit-
ed.  I decided that I had to get up and run to 
the edge of the yard so that I could watch this 
magical van full of colorful treats drive by.

As I ran to the curb, I could hear my mom 
calling my name.  I was sure she wanted to 
warn me not to get too close to the street.  I 
knew better; I was no fool!  The truck was 
getting closer and closer.  I watched some 
of the neighbor kids run out and flag it down 
to buy a treat, even as my mom continued 
calling out to me in the background.  I could 
not look away from the action to calm her 
concerns.  I knew what I was doing, after all.  
She would see that I would be okay.  Finally, 
the truck was in front of me, and I watched in 
delight as it slowly drove by.  I waited there 
until it was well down the street.  Then, I 
turned around and began to walk back toward 
where my mom was standing with a look of 
disappointment on her face.  I was preparing 
my explanation in my mind.  I would convince 
her about how proud she should be that I 
followed all her safety rules by not going into 
the street and by staying in our yard.  As I ap-
proached her to begin my opening arguments, 
she cut me off.  She simply said, “I wanted to 
give you money to buy a treat.”

My mom wanted to bless me.  I wanted to 
take things into my own hands.  Through 
many years of spiritual formation, I have had 
to relive this lesson over and over again with 
God, and not just me, all of humanity.  From 

the beginning of the Bible in Genesis 3 and 
the story of original sin until now, we have 
been struggling to trust and obey God and 
His vision of the good life.  We have listened 
to the lies of the enemy that have distorted 
our sense of who we are and who God is.  
We have believed that we must become the 
masters of our own lives and that there is 
something better out there just beyond our 
grasp than what God has provided or what 
He has promised to provide for us ultimately.  
Although many of us have read the Bible 
and recognize that these are lies, we also 
know that information is not the same as 
transformation.  

Jesus said, “Those who hear my command-
ments and keep them are those who love me, 
and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself 
to them” (John 14:15).  The Bible is clear that 
obedience is the outward expression of your 
love for God.  The reward for your obedience 
is that God will reveal Himself to you.  
Because God is love and because God loves 
you, His will for you is always best.  He is 
all-knowing, so His directions are always 
right.  He has given His commands so you 
can prosper and live life to its fullest.  If you 
love Him, you will obey Him!  

I hope today you will begin to examine your 
life and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the 
areas where you are still trying to be master, 
where you have not submitted to God’s best 
for you, where you have not been obedient to 
Him and His Word. Then I pray that you allow 
God to come in and begin the transformative 
work within you.  He will do all the heavy 
lifting here. You only need to turn toward Him 
and release the illusion of control.  Pray, “here 
I am God.  I am Yours,” and then carve out 
some time and space (through prayer, silence 
and solitude, fasting, the study of scripture, 
worship, confession, etc.) to allow that trans-
formation to begin.

Jessica King
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EASTER 2021
Easter Sunday is on April 4th this year, and the worship staff is hard at work plan-
ning for the most important day in history! Our church will offer two identical ser-
vices in the Celebration Center at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., and a new sunrise service will 
begin at 6:30 a.m. 

Yes, a SUNRISE SERVICE at 6:30! 

The 2021 sunrise service will be a great way to invite friends and family to join you 
this Easter. The service will take place on the large lawn south of the building. You 
are encouraged to bring your folding chairs, blankets, and your favorite hot bever-
age for the service. Of course, Oklahoma weather can change at a minute’s notice. 
If the lawn is too wet to host the service, everything will move to the parking lot 
to still worship outside and on solid ground. Finally, if inclement weather hampers 
the morning, the service will move into the Celebration Center.

Who are you planning to invite this year to Easter at Church of the Servant? Inside 
or outside, there is a place for everyone! Hospitality volunteers will be needed for 
Easter this year; if you would like to be part of our welcome teams, please contact 
Jessica King at jking@ServantOKC.org. 
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TRIP SCHEDULE:
•  Wednesday, March 9, 2022: Arrive in Tel 
Aviv and begin the tour. Sites to include: The 
City of Joppa and Simon The Tanner’s Home. 
Tremendous views of the Mediterranean Sea. 
Check into the hotel, dinner with the group, and 
prepare for our first full day in Israel. 

•  Thursday, March 10: First stop is Caesarea 
By the Sea, where our group will walk the 
ruins of the ancient seaport built before the 
time of Jesus. This is the same seaport where 
the Apostle Paul would have embarked on 
his journey to Rome. From there, travel by 
motorcoach to Mt. Carmel and witness the site 
where Elijah defeated the 450 Prophets of Baal, 
view the valley of Armageddon, drive through 
Nazareth where Jesus spent most of his life, 
stop for a view from the Mt. of Precipice, and 
then travel to the Sea of Galilee. 

•  Friday & Saturday, March 11-12: Explore the 
area of upper Galilee and visit many sites from 
both the New and Old Testaments.You will even 
be able to ride a boat across the Sea of Galilee, 
where Jesus and Peter walked on water. You will 
also be able to remember your baptism at the 
Jordan River and travel to the place where Jesus 
cast the demonic into the heard of swine on the 
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. This region 
is where many of the stories of Jesus begin to 
come to life in a whole new way!

•  Sunday & Monday, March 13-14: Travel to the 
Dead Sea and stop at Beth Shean, an ancient 
Roman City; pass by Jericho and visit Qumran 
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. On 
day two, the group will visit Masada’s ancient 
fortress and the three waterfalls of Ein Gedi. Ein 
Gedi is where David wrote some of the Psalms 
and hid from King Saul in ancient caves. 

Are you ready to go on an adventure of a lifetime? 
If so, grab your calendars! The 2022 Holy Land Tour will be here 
before we know it! The next trip is scheduled for March 8-20, 2022. 
Our hope is to have at least fifty people join Dr. Matthew Mitchell on the journey of a lifetime! 

One special opportunity for the Holy Land Trip in 2022 will be the trip’s dates coinciding with many 
local area schools’ spring break.  High schoolers would only have to miss three to four days of school 
to experience the trip. No matter if you take your own child or a grandchild, the memories you share will 
never be forgotten. The trip will be open to students in HIGH SCHOOL only. Rev. Heather Morris, Director 
of Student Ministries will be traveling with us, so special moments for youth will be available on the trip! 

A pilgrimage where the Bible comes to life…

March 8-20, 2022 
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WHAT’S INCLUDED?
•  Round-trip airfare from OKC. 

•  All entrance fees, hotel taxes, ground transfers, guide fees, and gratuities. 
*Additional gratuity is welcomed. 

•  Accommodations for ten nights, breakfast and dinner for each day, and two lunchtime meals. 

•  Medical Coverage while in Israel. *Excludes Bethlehem.

•  Plus, memories and new 
friendships to last a lifetime!

COST?
The 2022 Holy Land Pilgrimage 
will be a two-week journey 
from Oklahoma City to Israel. 
Both single and double 
occupancy accommodations are 
available.*Estimated as airfare 
cannot be booked until early May. 

Cost for the trip is dependent upon 
the number of travelers. 

•  Single Occupancy Estimated 
Costs:  

•  21-25 Persons: $6,020
•  26-30 Persons: $5,748
•  31-35 Persons: $5,692
•  36-40 Persons: $5,628
•  41-50 Persons: $5,579

•  Single Supplement/Individual with Private 
Room Additional $1,312.00

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
Join Matthew Mitchell for a special 
ZOOM Informational Meeting on: 

• Sunday, February 21 at 6 PM and 

• Wednesday, February 24 at 7 PM

Sign up for one of the Zoom meetings
by emailing Matthew Mitchell at 
mmitchell@churchoftheservant.com. 

•  Tuesday, March 15: Visit the land of 
the Philistines and journey to Jerusalem. 
Experience the stark difference between 
Northern and Southern Israel. The landscape 
could not be more different from the Sea of 
Galilee and the Dead Sea area. During the day, 
we will make a special stop at the same brook 
where David gathered five stones before his 
battle with Goliath in I Samuel 17. Bring a 
plastic bag and take a rock or two home from 
this special place.

•  Wednesday, March 16 - Saturday, March 19: 
Jerusalem! A whole new adventure begins! 

•  Saturday, March 19: Depart for OKC that 
evening. 
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SERVANT CONNECT

DISCOVER A PLACE FOR YOU
Discover who we are
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Whether you’ve been attending Church 
of the Servant for months, or you’re 
planning your first visit, we would love 
to meet you and get to know you bet-
ter. When you arrive at a big church, 
we know that it can be really difficult 
to figure out how to get involved and 
how to connect with other people. It 
can be especially difficult to move be-
yond Sunday morning to know others 
and to be known by them.

If you’re new to Church of the Servant 
and want to learn how to get involved, 
we want to invite you to join us for 
Discover Servant. We would love the 
opportunity to meet you and get to 
know you a little better. We will meet 
for about one hour and introduce you 
to some of the staff and leadership, 
tell you about what we believe and 
how to get connected, and answer any 
questions you have. 

Our next meeting will be Sunday, 
March 7, 2021, from 12–1 p.m. in the 
Community Hall on the north side of 
our building.  Lunch will be provided!

To register, head over to our website 
at ServantOKC.org/DISCOVER and fill 
out the short form.  We look forward 
to connecting with you!
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DISCOVER A PLACE FOR YOU

MARCH 7, 2021, 12-1 PM
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2020 is over!! I would love to share what the past year has 
taught/reminded me.

In my life, at different times, I’ve had less than $2 to feed myself and my 
children, but my kids never went hungry. Other times, I’ve spent more than 
$200 for a dinner feast. I’ve asked for lifts, and I have had to hitchhike a 
time or two (super humbling), and I have also given rides. I’ve had a house 
full of food, and I’ve been without food. I’ve given people clothes. and I’ve 
been given clothes. I’ve been in stores cashing out with no worries, and I’ve 
also had to add it up and put stuff back. I’ve paid my bills in full, and I’ve 
had to pay them late too. I’ve given money, and I have had to ask for it. 

We all have highs and lows in life, some certainly more than others, but 
we’re all just trying to make it. No one is better than anyone else, and I pray 
for those who think that they are, which so often is me. No matter how big 
our house is, how much our car costs, or how much money sits in our bank 
account - we all bleed red and will all die someday. Death has no discrimi-
nation, neither should your life. 

I pray that I have appropriately given my time, my finances, and my energy 
to the church, my family and friends. I believe it is better for a man to give 
than to receive. 

To all my friends here in OKC – thank you for the gift of your friendship and 
partnership in the Gospel. 2020 has been full of highs and lows. I believe in 
those moments that we experienced a bit of the heart of God.  
Thankful to 
have experi-
enced so many 
moments to-
gether with you. 
Excited to do it 
again in 2021!

Chip Hogsed

Do you sing or play an instruments? 
Join the Worship Team! Contact Chip 
Hogsed for more information at 
chogsed@ServantOKC.org. 

Chip Hogsed
Director of Modern Worship Arts
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“As a little boy, my church would take youth and adults to Georgia’s coast to visit the places both John 
and Charles Wesley walked while they served the British Colony long ago. For me, this ignited a deep 
longing to learn more about what it truly meant to be a person called a Methodist. I can still remember 
walking under the live oaks where both Wesley brothers also walked. I truly believe my first trip to 
Epworth By the Sea was the beginning of a much longer journey of which I am still traveling today. 

I want to invite you to join me this fall! This trip will take place September 13-17, 2021,”
Matthew Mitchell, Senior Minister at Church of the Servant.

Two informational meetings will be held via zoom on: 

• Sunday, February 21, at 5 PM and Wednesday, February 24, at 8 PM

Email Matthew Mitchell at mmitchell@churchoftheservant.com 
to sign up for one of the Zoom meetings. 

Total Trip Cost:$1650         

Deposit: $400 to reserve spot 2nd Payment:  
$625 June 1, 2021 

Balance Due: August 1, 2021

Meals Included: All Breakfasts, One Box Lunch, Three Dinners 

In the month leading up to our departure, our group will gather for 
a time to prepare and learn more about John and Charles Wesley’s 
time in Georgia. You will not want to miss out on this wonderful journey!

JOHN & CHARLES WESLEY’S 

GEORGIA SEPTEMBER 13-17, 2021 
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TRIP SCHEDULE:
DAY ONE: Travel from OKC to the Shores of Georgia
Our group will meet at the Oklahoma City Airport and begin our travels to coastal Georgia. A 
flight to Atlanta, then on to either Jacksonville or Savannah. Once on the coast, we will head 
to Epworth By the Sea, where we will stay for two nights. 

DAY TWO: Frederica Town, Christ Church, Saint Simons Village& Jekyll Island
Day Two will begin with breakfast Epworth by the Sea & devotion in the Tabby House. Then we 
will board our charter bus for a busy and full day in coastal Georgia. 

DAY THREE: A Day of Forts and Salty Sea Air
After breakfast and a devotion in the Tabby House, our group will travel north to Savannah, 
Georgia. General James G. Oglethorpe carefully selected Georgia’s colonial capital for its 
strategic location along the Savannah River and proximity to the Atlantic Ocean. Both John 
and Charles Wesley spent many days in this historic city, and our group will spend two nights 
here before returning home to OKC. But before we arrive in the classic city, we have a few 
stops along the way.

DAY FOUR: River Cruise, Wesley Tour of Savannah 
by Trolly & Farewell Dinner 
Our day will begin with breakfast at the Planters 
Inn. After breakfast, two tours of Savannah await 
each of us! One by Trolley, the other by River Boat. 
Both tours will be special moments you will not 
want to miss. Seeing Savannah from the river and 
via trolley will be memorable and help everyone 
see as much as possible of this beautiful and 
historic city. The day will conclude with a group 
meal on our final night in Savannah. 

DAY FIVE: Return to Oklahoma City
After breakfast at the Planters Inn, our tour bus 
will take our group to the Savannah Airport, where 
we will embark upon our journey home to OKC. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
Join Matthew Mitchell for a special 
ZOOM Informational Meeting on: 

• Sunday, February 21 at 5 PM and 

• Wednesday, February 24 at 8 PM

Sign up for one of the Zoom meetings
by emailing Matthew Mitchell at 
mmitchell@churchoftheservant.com. 

11ServantOKC.0rg
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

As the year 2021 began, so much 
hope was on the horizon – with a 
vaccine beginning to roll out and 
knowing such a terrible year was 
being put behind us, there was a lot 
to look forward to. However, as many 
of us are aware, 2021 still has brought 
its own troubles. With the continu-
ation of COVID-19 and many other 
worldly events, this year has had a 
seemingly rocky start. As we began 
to discuss what student ministry 
looks like in the midst of this time, 
difficult decisions had to be made. 

Throughout the fall semester, we 
were able to gather together as an 
entire ministry, with middle and high 
schoolers being present for small 
groups and worship on Sunday and 
Wednesday nights. In order to do our 
part in complying with community 
guidelines and restrictions, we 
decided to limit our gatherings to 
one age group per Wednesday. 
We are currently not meeting on 

Sunday nights, and our middle and 
high school students are staggering 
their Wednesday night activities. 
By doing this, we have been able to 
cut our total number of people in 
the building by half, as well as more 
space is now available for students 
and leaders to spread out. Although 
this is not the ideal situation for the 
ministry at this time, we have still 
seen the Lord provide fruit for this 
ministry. 

Even with chaos stirring in the world, 
students are still provided with time 
to be with other students in commu-
nity and gather for a message and 
scripture. Also, with fewer students 
in the building, there have been 
more interactions between students 
and leaders that may not occur on 
a regular Wednesday night. Our 
relationships are deepening, and the 
ministry is still moving forward.

Skyler

SERVANT STUDENTS

Would you like more information about 
Servant Student Ministries? Contact 
Heather at hwinner@ServantOKC.org or 
Skyler at srodriguez@ServantOKC.org.

OUR JANUARY 

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students
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This February, we are continuing the 
change in ministry that started at 
the beginning of the year. Because 
of these changes, we have been able 
to limit the number of people in the 
building and reduce the risk of trans-
mission. We plan to cap off the month 
with a Night of Worship for all of our 
students – middle and high school. 
Even though we have seen fruit sprout 
from this time of separation, our 
ultimate goal as a ministry is to be 
together. After Ash Wednesday, we 
will be worshipping again as one. It is 
so good to see that even when plans 
change and schedules are postponed, 
the Lord still shows up. But not only 
does He show us, but He forces good 
out of all situations. 

PLANS FOR 
FEBRUARY   

“Give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:18

2020 was tough. There were a lot of things that our community, our 
nation, and our world underwent that we had never witnessed in our 
lifetimes. Lives were shaken up, change came left and right, the unexpect-
ed became so very anticipated – and yet many people worked tirelessly 
around the clock to help us get through. As Skyler and I were praying for 
vision for this semester within Servant Students, we found that God was 
pointing us to this word: gratitude. We have so much to be thankful for 
and people to be thankful for, and we believe the last thing we should do 
right now is press forward and forget about all that has been done to get 
to this point. So, we have challenged students to show the love of Christ 
to those who have given so much of themselves for the well-being of our 
community as a whole. 

So who are these people? We have begun with one of the largest and 
most obvious individuals within this pandemic – using the months of 
January and February to focus on local healthcare staff and medical 
professionals. Students were challenged within their small groups to 
think of ways they wanted to say “thank you.” Some chose to write letters, 
some created posters to put up, others have come up with gift baskets to 
give away. These may be simple acts, but they are steps into showing our 
neighbors that we see them, that we love them, and we appreciate all the 
heart, blood, sweat, tears, strength, and faith they have put into this sea-
son. More than anything, we hope to glorify God and reflect Jesus Christ 
to those who may need that most right now.

In the months ahead, we will focus on teachers, administrators, school 
staff, nonprofits, small businesses, and so much more in hopes of 
continuing to show the love of Christ to our fellow neighbors through 
our appreciation.

Heather Winner

SEMESTER OF GRATITUDE 

TO VIEW THE STUDENT ACTIVITY 
CALENDARS, GO TO SERVANTOKC.

ORG/MINISTRIES AND SELECT HIGH 
SCHOOL OR MIDDLE SCHOOL FROM 

THE DROP-DOWN MENU.
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SERVANT 
KIDS Report

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Grades 1-5 
will meet in The Point Student Center on the south side of the church. Check-in stations 
are located at the entrance to The Point, and parents will need to be present to check-
in their kids and get name tags and parent security tags. Temperatures will also be 
taken during check-in. The kids need to bring a mask with them to wear, but they will 
have opportunities once they are socially distanced from others to take a mask break 
to get some fresh air. We will have a lesson, games, and a craft activity, and all will be 
conducted with safety and social distance in mind. You can check them out after the 
worship service by bringing your parent sticker.

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and 
for their activities. For those younger kids, temperatures will also be taken, but masks 
are optional.

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715. 

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids
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THE BIG SANDBOX
SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH 
KINDERGARTEN 

God made us for love—the greatest love. He made that 
clear when He sent His Son, Jesus, to show us how to 
give and receive His love. 

When Jesus walked the Earth, He was God’s love in the 
flesh. Jesus showed us time and time again that He 
loves us. That’s why our focus this month is the powerful truth – Jesus loves 
me. We were all made for His love! And that is why we chose The Big Sandbox for the theme. 
We want every child to know that Jesus is their friend, and He is inviting them—all of them—to 
join Him because He loves them. Everyone can play in The Big Sandbox! 

In a world where people and circumstances can easily make a person feel unloved, it is our 
desperate prayer that we can equip our preschoolers with the powerful truth that Jesus loves 
me. We want our preschoolers to live life knowing and believing—never doubting—that they are 
loved by the greatest love, and nothing will ever change that. After all, this is what they were 
made for—they were made for His love. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Proverbs 17:17 and says, “A friend loves at all 
times.” This month, we will learn that Jesus loves me, wants to spend time with me, and wants 
to help me. Jesus loves me no matter what. Who loves you? Jesus loves me!

F E B R U A RY  H A P P E N I N G S. . .

FRIDAY 
MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL 
TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share 
a short video devotional each 
Friday for you to watch with 
your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four 
minutes long and a great way 
to open discussion about 
different topics with your 
kids. The videos can be found 
on the Servant Kids Facebook 
page and on our YouTube 
channel (a link to the channel 
is available on the website 
under Kids Ministry). 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! WE POST UP-
DATES, INFORMATION, 
PICTURES, AND MORE, SO 
DON’T MISS OUT! GO TO @
SERVANTKIDS ON FACE-
BOOK AND INSTAGRAM!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SUPERFAN: CHEER EACH OTHER ON
SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about 
the connection between KINDNESS 
and God’s character, as shown through 
God’s big story. Kindness is showing 
others they are valuable by how you 
treat them.

God was kind to us even when we 
didn’t deserve it. Because of His love for us, we can be kind to everyone. Kindness is a fruit of 
the Spirit. And when you show kindness to others, you give them a glimpse into the heart of 
God and how much God loves them. Kindness should be a characteristic of people who follow 
Jesus. Not only did Jesus model kindness, but He also commanded it. He taught us to treat 
others the way we want to be treated. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Colossians 3:12 and says, “You are God’s chosen 
people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were 
your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient.” We will discuss how you are supposed 
to be kind to others because God is kind to you, and also how to be kind to your family and 
friends.  We will learn about being kinder than you have to be and be kind to people who are 
different from you.
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 

KANAKUK KAMPOUT
AUGUST 2-6, 2021
Mark your calendars now for the 
return of Kanakuk Kampout! this 
summer! 

The dates are August 2-6. 
The cost is $275, and kids ages 
5-12 are invited to attend. 
Registration is open at 
kanakuk.com. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SOME FUN EVENTS HAPPENING SOON!
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For more than 20 years, volunteers within our con-
gregation have served the homeless and others 
who live in the Wiley Post Park and downtown 
OKC areas in unique ways.

The first - known as the “Bread Ministry” - helps 
provide a food source once a week throughout the 
year.  Each Friday evening, members of the MVC 
(Made Victorious Through Christ) Sunday School 
class and others in our church pick up bread and 
pastry donations from Panera Bread Co. on 
Memorial Road. On Sunday, they take the dona-
tions to Wiley Post Park and distribute the food to 
the homeless and low income who live in the area. 
Any leftovers are delivered to Jesus House. 

Since 2013, the MVC Sunday School class has 
also been serving lunch at Wiley Post Park on the 
second Sunday of every month, year-round. Two 
other churches - Christ the King of Nichols Hills 
and St. Andrews Catholic Church of Moore - serve 
lunch on the other Sundays. Members of MVC 
cover the cost of the lunches. “We’re able to feed 
between 20-50 people each time, depending on 
weather,” says Jeff Schultz, who organizes both 
ministries for MVC. 

NOTE: Please send information about the out-
reach YOUR Sunday School class or small group 
undertakes. Email: missions@servantokc.org with 
the information, including your email and phone. 
We will get in touch with you. 

BREAD MINISTRY
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Note: Fourteen people planned to travel to Kenya in July 2020 and in June 2021, 
but neither trip was possible because of COVID. We hope to travel in 2022. The 
2019 team met Rosemary Akinyi in Nairobi. She sewed about 90 sustainable 
feminine hygiene kits and traveled with us to a remote area to talk to teenage girls 
and their mothers about hygiene, reproductive health, their right to say no, and sex 
trafficking. Here is her personal story. She now works for daysforgirls.org. Lack of 
feminine hygiene products is a huge problem in many countries. Even in the US, 
the cost of products forces many women to choose between other necessities and 
their monthly needs. 

Restore OKC is an organization making a dif-
ference with the mission of serving the needs 
of those in Northeast Oklahoma City. Restore 
Schools, one of the group’s programs, places a 
support system into local partner elementary 
schools and ensures that schools’ staff and 
students experience the support of an entire 
community that helps build a strong foundation 
for children.

This year as a part of Restore Schools, a group 
of dedicated volunteers from Church of the 
Servant are helping to support Martin Luther 
King Elementary in northeast Oklahoma City. Our 
volunteers, led by Amber Neaves, are serving 
63 staff members by providing lunches several 
times a year and participating in the Classroom 
Care Group that “adopts” teachers and provides 
notes and small gifts of encouragement.

Due to COVID, teachers just returned from virtual 
teaching back into the classroom, so the first 
lunch was hosted on Monday, February 1. With 
funds donated by our congregation, each teach-
er received a box lunch from McAlister’s Deli to 
help make their day a little easier and brighter. 

ROSEMARY AKINYI – A KENYAN FRIEND

RESTORE OKC

MY MENSTRUATION STORY
My name is Rosemary Akinyi. I am from Nairobi, Kenya.

When I began my teenage years back in Primary school, my periods 
also began. I had no one to explain to me what was going on in my 
body. I got confused. I did not know what to do or even what to use to 
manage my periods. I decided to use anything from papers to rags. 
In the classroom, I would lift up my skirt while sitting on my desk so I 
would not stain it. I would also delay and leave the classroom when all 
other pupils had left to avoid the embarrassment of soiling my bench. 
I would then look for pieces of paper to wipe away the blood from the 
bench before I left the classroom. Period days were so difficult for me.

One day I missed going to school because my periods began that 
morning and because I didn’t have what to use for a pad, I chose to 
stay at home. When I went to school the next day, I didn’t know how 
to explain myself to the teachers because there were no free period 
talks back then. I was punished because the teachers thought I was 
being disobedient. The punishment was for me to dig out an old tree 
trunk. For two days, I dug around the tree trunk, which of course, I 
was not able to pull out.  Meanwhile, my periods continued. And since 
my punishment was near a dumpsite where all the garbage from the 
school was dumped, I picked up old and dirty rags and papers from 
the dumpsite and used them as pads.

I was so discouraged that I promised myself to quit school if the 
punishment went on the next day. Luckily the following day, my class 
teacher told me to go back to class after giving a few strokes of the 
cane. I thank God that I did not quit school even though I almost 
did because of periods. Today I train girls and women on Menstrual 
Health and Hygiene. I also make and distribute washable and reusable 
sanitary towels to girls and women in my community. I don’t want to 
see any girl missing out on her school days due to a lack of sanitary 
pads. I would love for all girls and women everywhere to have access 
to proper and healthy products which they can use to manage their 
periods.

Rosemary Akinyi
Menstrual Health Trainer
DaysforGirls.org  
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“Where should I put these coats?”

I couldn’t help but smile underneath my mask, watching 
student after student stumble into the church entrance with 
huge bags of coats thrown over their shoulders. In these 
present times, it is so easy to become caught up in our daily 
lives. Our students especially have had quite a school year 
full of shifts and changes; but, that hasn’t stopped their 
hunger to serve.

On February 3, we kicked off a church-wide Winter Coat 
Drive as Servant Students united with our Missions Commit-
tee to collect and organize coat donations. Leading up to this 
day, middle school students were encouraged to bring their 
new or gently used coats to help clothe those in need with-
in our community. February 3 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., during 
Wednesday Night Small Group, our students went one step 
further. 

The night began with informing students of who we were 
getting to serve. A fantastic word given by Mission Commit-
tee Member Dave Hammons started this night by providing 
some insight into the organizations Church of the Servant 
has partnered with for the Winter Coat Drive. These include 
the Homeless Alliance, a nonprofit dedicated to rallying 
Oklahoma City to end homelessness, and the Sisu Youth 
Services, a shelter and care for the youth of Oklahoma City 
experiencing homelessness. 

For the remainder of the evening, small groups worked in 
shifts to collect, sort through, and organize donated coats 
by size. These coats included those previously dropped off at 
the church office, those that students donated themselves, 
and those that were dropped off during the night. It may 
have seemed like a simple task, but students were reminded 
that they were part of displaying God’s love, no matter how 
small the action may have seemed. 

By the end of the evening, students counted the number of 
coats given, providing a total of 169 coats so far. We know 
there are so many more winter coats needed, which is why 
we look forward to seeing what more our church can provide 
in the time ahead. Our high school small groups will gain 
the same opportunity our middle school students had on 
Wednesday, February 10, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. What an honor 
it has been to serve the Lord by loving our neighbors and 
being the hands and feet of Christ within this community.  

Heather Winner

WINTER COAT DRIVE

22



EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
WE’RE OPEN! COME SEE US! 

Earthglow has such a variety of things to purchase – books (most 
of which have been written by our very own members), funny 
kitchen towels, yummy chocolate candy, funeral Urns, and so 
many gifts and greeting cards, to name a few.

Earthglow Gifts Shop is located in the Main Concourse at Church 
of the Servant.  Profits from items purchased are collected to 
help people in our community that need assistance and HOPE!

We are currently open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10:00 
AM - 1:00 PM, and we are open before 
and after the 9:30 service on Sunday 
mornings.  We ask that you continue to 
wear your mask and social 
distance while you are in the shop. 

Thank you for partnering with us as we continue our efforts to 
raise money for local missions. 
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TIMES 

9:30  •  11:00
LIVE STREAM

Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11:00
servantokc.online.church

Also on Facebook @ServantOKC

A United Methodist Congregation

CONTACT US:
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

ServantOKC.org
405.721.4141


