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R

ecently I had a wonderful conversation with one of
my best friends. This friend is a businessperson and
not clergy, and I appreciate his perspective on many
different topics. During our conversation, I asked him a simple question. I asked him what type of project was his favorite to work on and create. He paused and said something
that has had me thinking ever since. His answer was simple
and provocative. He stated: “I love to work with clients who
are appreciative.”
As I pondered his response more and more, I began to ask
if I am person who truly appreciates other’s efforts, ideas,
creativity and hard work? My answer was yes and no. At
times I am appreciative of what others are doing, how hard
they are working, and what they are creating. Yet, there are
times when I do not slow down enough to really appreciate
what is actually happening. I started to look around and
look for examples of people who were truly appreciative of
the little things. Much to my delight, the example was not
far away.
My youngest daughter, Bailey, helped put things in perspective on the final Sunday of 2018. As many of you know, I
was out of the pulpit on the final Sunday of the year. Our
family had planned on ringing in the New Year out of town,
but due to an illness of one my children, our plans had
changed. After making a large family breakfast and totally
messing up the kitchen, I knew our family would not be able
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to all attend church services. Once this realization set in, I
asked if anyone wanted to go to a different church and see
what it was all about. Bailey quickly and very loudly said
she would be my date, and with much excitement we headed out the door. After we cleaned the kitchen, of course.
Once at this “other” church, I checked Bailey into the Children’s Ministry. The lights, the props and the music were all
very exciting. Immediately, I hoped deep down Bailey would
not say she wanted to come back to this church after her
time was over. After giving her a hug, I proceeded into worship as a visitor and all by myself. The worship service was
wonderful and the message was very good. Overall, I was
impressed, but deep down I missed my Servant family. I
hoped Bailey would too! As I left the worship service to pick
Bailey up, I prepared for her to tell me all about it and how
she would want to return next Sunday.
I walked into the room and, like most any other normal dad
on a Sunday, I checked my daughter out of the program
ready to hear all about what she had learned. I simply
asked, “What did you think?” She looked up at me and said
she missed her church and she missed her friends. She
liked our church and could not wait to go back. My heart
was so happy. Bailey cherishes the friendships she has at
Church of the Servant. I was so appreciative that my daughter was not caught up in the lights and the noise of the day.

As we left the campus, I noticed the place where you could
learn more about ministries similar to what we offer in Bible
Studies and Sunday school. Not a person was there. I was
completely caught off guard by this. This experience and my
daughter helped me appreciate something I already knew,
but want to share with you.
For each of us at Church of the Servant, church is so much
more than an event you go to once a week. Church is a way
of life... a place where we grow, worship, serve, and share
relationships! I would like to challenge you two ways as we
begin 2019:
1. Ask yourself, are you appreciative or critical? If you
are really brave, ask someone you are close to?
2. Are you in a group where you grow in your walk with
God and others? If not, stop by the Welcome Center this
Sunday and take a new step in your journey at Church of
the Servant and with Jesus Christ!
I cannot wait to be back at Bailey’s Church this Sunday, and
Happy New Year!

MAKE BIBLE STUDY
A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION!
At Church of the Servant, we believe that becoming
a fully-committed follower of Christ involves more
than simply coming to worship each week. It is a
three-fold process that involves worship, service,
and small group experiences. One way of becoming
involved in a small group is by joining in one of the
several Bible and book studies that are being offered this spring. Consider becoming a part of one of
these classes; you will enjoy great teaching, discussion, and prayer, while building friendships that
enrich your life.
The Disciple Fast Track course, led by Rev. Matt
Patrick and offered on Sunday afternoons, is a great
way to study the New Testament. Men’s Buck and a
Bible is a wakeup opportunity led by Rev. Matthew
Mitchell every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. And Women In
the Word, led by Dr. Robyn Goggs, meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. A complete list of the spring offerings can be found at www.churchoftheservant.com/
connect/bible-studies. Classes have started! Check
the web for more information!
ChurchoftheServant.com
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WOMEN’s
MINISTRIES

Bible Studies & Small Groups
Servant
Women in the Word

Tuesdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Community Hall
Led by Dr. Robyn Goggs

This large-group Bible Study, led by Dr. Robyn Goggs, is a favorite among many women as it appeals to the beginning follower as well as the seasoned believer. Our studies resume on Tuesday, January 15. Each session will essentially be an independent
study, so even if your schedule will prevent weekly attendance, feel free to attend as
often as possible. Join us on Tuesdays at 9:15 for coffee and donuts, and the program
begins at 9:30 a.m. in Community Hall.
No registration required.
Other Women’s Studies will begin the week of January 14-19.
Information can be found on the church website.

Sister-to-Sister Gathering for
Women’s Mentoring Ministry in 2019

Sunday, February 3, 2:00-4:00 p.m. – Gaillardia Country Club
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up...”
– 1 Thessalonians 5:11
What does it mean to be in a mentoring relationship?
Women learn best through sharing life experiences, but mentoring is more than
telling someone about your life. Mentoring is a relationship with a purpose. Without purpose, the relationship can meander aimlessly, becoming little more than
friends “hanging out.” Mentoring is more than friendship or giving advice. The
purpose is to help women follow Christ and be transformed into His image. Intentionality in the relationship allows us to move in this direction. Come and learn
how as a mentor you can use your life experiences – your journey with God – to
encourage and assist another woman. Come and learn how as a mentee you can
be encouraged and supported in your Christian walk by another Christian woman.
This is an opportunity for the women of Church of the Servant to experience the
joys and blessings of encouraging each other. This relationship is much more
than a friendship between two women. It is an intentional deep spiritual connection where women work together in harmony
and love. Our paths may change as life goes along, but the bond we form as sisters in Christ shall remain ever strong.
Sister-to-Sister Mentoring Ministry will be the focus and heart of Women’s Ministry in the year ahead. In 2005, Church of the
Servant Women’s Ministry introduced a mentoring program that was a life-transforming ministry that brought women together to walk the journey of life. It’s time to once again reconnect women. Christian friends are a vital part of our survival in
today’s society. There is no substitute for a friendship with a woman that is based solely on the love of Christ. Register today
to attend on Sunday, February 3 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Please prayerfully consider being a part of this vital ministry as either
a mentor or mentee. Register online or this Sunday at the table in the Concourse for this ministry orientation. Registration is
required; nursery care is available by reservation.
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Men’s Morning Bible Study

BUCK and a BIBLE
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 a.m. // Community Hall
Led by Dr. Matthew Mitchell, Senior Minister
Grab your Bible and $1.00 to cover the cost of a
donut or muffin, and join a group of early-rising,
God-filled, fun-loving men in a study led by our Senior Minister, Dr. Matthew Mitchell. This group will
resume on January 15 and will be ongoing throughout the winter and spring.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

Coming January 16, 2019!

Does the topic of finances ever come up in your home, or is it avoided at all costs? What does the financial future
look like for you and your family? Discussing finances, developing budgets, and creating a financial plan for your
life can be difficult if you don’t know the steps to take.
Every year, Church of the Servant offers a 9-week course called Financial Peace University (FPU) that will teach
you the financial steps to take! It teaches God’s ways of handling money. This is a class that millions of people
have taken. They have pulled worries off their shoulders and put on confidence. They have rewritten their futures
and secured their futures. On average, those families have paid off $5,300 in debt and saved $2,700 in the first 90
days. That is an $8,000 turnaround.
Are you ready to carve out 9 weeks in your schedule to learn the steps to get where you want to be? You can do it!
You just need a plan.
Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical
steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will show you how to get rid of
debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!
FPU will be held at Church of the Servant from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. beginning Wednesday, January 16 through March
13. Tom McGee and Peter Weaver will be instructing the 9-week event. For more information and to register go to
www.churchoftheservant.com/events.

ChurchoftheServant.com
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Grow deeper in your walk with Christ and consider joining a group study
in the new year. Some of the classes being offered in January 2019
are listed below, and all classes can be found on the church website.

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY

Sundays, beginning January 13
Led by Rev. Matt Patrick
Join this class ready to immerse yourself in a 12-week study of the New Testament.
Disciple is a Bible course for busy people seeking comprehensive engagement over
time with the entire biblical text. Participants read a manageable 3-5 chapters of
the Bible daily in preparation for the weekly meetings, which last approximately 75
minutes and include: lecture, reflection and discussion. Rev. Matt Patrick is our
newest clergy member on staff; come share an evening each week listening and
sharing scripture with him. Register at www.churchoftheservant.com/events.

WHY METHODIST? WHY SERVANT?
Winter Series begins Sunday, January 20
Led by Dr. Stephen Gunter

Church of the Servant has a distinct Methodist identity, and we will explore our Servant
culture in the light of the theological guidelines as outlined in historic Methodist: Scripture,
Tradition and Reason.
Hold the dates and consider bringing your class to join us in the Chapel of the Cross on
January 20, January 27, and February 3, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Dr. Stephen Gunter, our Servant Theologian in Residence, will be describing his faith journey
into Methodism and into ministry at Church of the Servant starting in 1992.
January 20 – Scripture: Can a Methodist be a fundamentalist on the Bible?
January 27 – Tradition: Is Traditional a bad word?
February 3 – Experience: Does my experience trump your experience?
Each talk will be 30-40 minutes in length, with 15-20 minutes for discussion at the close.
Registration is not required.
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT
HOW CAN I BE BLESSED?

Begins January 23, Wednesays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
North Adult Center, Room 12 // Led by Nancy Harris
Faith that does not compromise is promised a reward in the world to come, and also a life free
from anxiety in this world. Get a deeper understanding of the fruit and security that come with
righteousness in the life of a true believer. You’ll never look at the Beatitudes the same way
again! Who should take this class? Anyone who wants to be blessed by God! Workbook cots
$29. Call Susie Cobden 721-4141 and register today or email Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@
cox.net. You can also register online at www.churchoftheservant.com/connect/bible-studies.

ALPHA offered again this Spring!

Beginning February 10 at 9:30 a.m.
Sponsored by Monache Sunday School Class
Did you miss the Alpha class this past fall and yet heard about the wonderful
response and life transforming dialogue that happened around the basic questions of Christian faith? The Monache Sunday School Class will begin Alpha on
Sunday morning, February 10 in the South Area Conference Room. This warm
inviting class is making an open invitation to anyone who is looking for a place
to belong and study faith together with Christian friends. Eric Nance serves as
the group facilitator. Contact Eric at enance@churchoftheservant.com.

A CASE FOR EASTER by Lee Strobel

Begins February 5, Tuesday Evenings, 6:30 p.m.
North Adult Center, Room 12 // Led by John Farr
Did Jesus of Nazareth really rise from the dead? Of the many world religions,
only one claims that its founder returned from the grave. The resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the very cornerstone of Christianity. But a dead man coming
back to life? In our sophisticated age, when myth has given way to science, who
can take such a claim seriously? Some argue that Jesus never died on the cross. Conflicting accounts
make the empty tomb seem suspect. And post-crucifixion sightings of Jesus have been explained in
psychological terms. How credible is the evidence for—and against—the resurrection? Focusing his
award-winning skills as a legal journalist on history’s most compelling enigma, Lee Strobel retraces
the startling findings that led him from atheism to belief. Drawing on expert testimony first shared in
his blockbuster book The Case for Christ, Strobel examines: The Medical Evidence—Was Jesus’ death a
sham and his resurrection a hoax? The Evidence of the Missing Body—Was Jesus’ body really absent
from his tomb? The Evidence of Appearances—Was Jesus seen alive after his death on the cross? Written in a hard-hitting journalistic style, The Case for Easter probes the core issues of the resurrection.
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead: superstitious myth or life-changing reality? The evidence is in. The
verdict is up to you. Register online at www.churchoftheservant.com/connect/bible-studies/.
ChurchoftheServant.com
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GET CONNECTED IN THE NEW YEAR!
Doing Life Together Discipleship Ministry Exploration Opportunity
INTRODUCTION BREAKFAST AND GATHERING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 AT 11:00 A.M.
Who do you spend time with on a regular basis? How are those relationships bringing hope, joy, and friendship to you and
pointing you to Jesus? If you can’t answer this question, plan to come to the exploration of COS Discipleship Ministry in 2019.
Whether you are looking for a discipleship study group, accountability group, Sunday School Class, or just a group of like-minded, faith seeking people to do life with on a regular basis, this will be a gathering you want to attend. On this day there will be
opportunity to explore what small groups are available – some ongoing and some newly forming – and how you can be a part
of one. Life is short and can be lonely when it is lived alone. Sharing our lives with others in community allows for fellowship,
connection and people with whom to pray, love, and care. Whether you are new to the church and looking to connect, or you
realize it is time to step out of your pew and into a circle of people, you are invited to attend on the January 13. Register online
at www.churchoftheservant.com /events.

LAY LEADERSHIP IN ADULT DISCIPLESHIP:

Empowering others for kingdom work

A lay leader is “ one who functions as a representative and role model of Christian discipleship and faith lived out in the church and in daily life. Lay leader works with the pastor to
fulfill the mission and vision of the congregation” (United Methodist Book of Discipline).
I used to think the model of ministry at a large, staff-driven church was that I was supposed to lead
everything as the paid clergy staff person over my areas. Recently, someone challenged my thinking.
She said, “Every time you do it yourself, you take away an opportunity for someone else to be part of God’s
kingdom work. Your job is to ask us to be a part of God’s work and help us be equipped to discover our gifts and lead.”
This profound conversation has helped me shape what I want to be about as the Minister of Adult Discipleship in 2019.
I want to introduce you to two members who will be leading in adult discipleship in the year ahead (see next page). They
are serving and leading in roles that I believe will make our ministries better and broader in the mission that we have to
help people become fully committed followers of Jesus Christ. In each newsletter this year, I will introduce to you lay
leaders within our church who are making a significant difference in the kingdom, with the hope that you too might find
your place in kingdom work, if you have not already done so.
Blessings,
Dr. Robyn Goggs
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Lay Leadership
INTRODUCTIONS
Dave Carmichael: An Ordinary Man leading others to Christ

D

ave will be the 2019 Lay Volunteer Coordinator who is helping to
develop a group of members who
walk with each new member of the church
through an assimilation process into discipleship ministries, connecting them deeper
into the life of faith and the church.
Below are Dave’s words about his journey
of discipleship growth:
“In the Buck and a Bible study group that
will resume in January, we will be studying
a book titled, Twelve Ordinary Men. Those
twelve were picked by Jesus to be His disciples. Like us, those twelve were flawed.
However, after Jesus’ death, eleven of the
twelve became the core of Jesus’ church
with Peter becoming the first Pope. Thirty-eight years ago, I was attracted to the
ministry of Dr. Norman Neaves at Church of
the Servant. Being spiritually naïve, I had
unknowingly started a journey that was
not dissimilar to the eighteen-month training program undertaken by Jesus’ disciples.
I was a little slow. My training took 38 years.

Over that time, I took a journey inward and
a journey outward toward discipleship.
My inward journey was one of learning to
be a Christian and what that means. This
inward journey included the courses I have
attended about the theology of our church.
I attended Disciples I through IV and
two other Disciples courses learning the
basics of Christian discipleship. Over the
years, I have attended many other Bible
studies and have been a faithful Sunday
school class participant. I have had the
privilege of taking pilgrimages to Israel
studying Jesus, a cruise through the Greek
Isles studying the Apostle Paul, and a visit
to England following in the steps of the
founder of Methodism, John Wesley. This
preparation led me to my journey outward
that included years of service as a Care
Chaplain; Chair of Pastor Parish Relations
Committee (twice); member of the Mission
Council; traveling on a mission trip to Guatemala to serve the people of the largest
trash dump in Central America; teaching
Sunday school classes and Bible studies;

Dave Carmichael
2019 Lay Volunteer Coordinator

becoming a delegate to the Oklahoma
Methodist Conference; leading a smallgroup home ministry for several years; and
following my own strengths as facilitator
in Buck and a Bible, Living Your Strengths,
and Disciples III and IV. What a journey it
has been for this ordinary man who will
now have the privilege to help lead others
into discipleship following our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ! What has happened on
this journey is that Servant has become my
home—not just spiritually, but virtually all
my social life and support system is here. I
have become a disciple, and I want to help
others to become disciples as well. Look
for more information soon about opportunities for the men and women of our
church to enter the road to discipleship.”

Barbara Bonham: An Enthusiastic and Loving Servant

B

arbara will be serving in 2019 as
the Lay Director of Women’s Ministry Events and Mentoring Ministry
Development.
Barbara shares her own words of how she
has followed Christ to this new endeavor:
“When you pray to God and ask Him for
something, you better be ready to receive
His answer. I learned this lesson the hard
way! Fifteen years ago, I asked God to
show me how to better serve Him. Within
two days, I received a phone call asking me
to lead the women at my former congregation. I fought this calling because I didn’t
feel adequate to serve in this capacity.
Then I remembered my prayer! I realized
at that moment that God definitely has a

sense of humor! My husband reminded
me that God doesn’t call the equipped,
but rather he equips the called. Since that
time, working with and leading other women has become my passion. Women need
the love and support of other Christian
women, but often don’t know how to get
connected. This is where I step in. It is my
goal here at Church of The Servant to have
women from all walks of life connecting
with one another and loving each other as
sisters in Christ. I want to ignite a flame in
women that will impassion them to reach
out to other women, share their stories and
extend a hand of love and friendship to
each woman they meet. I want women to
be excited to attend events because they
have new friends that they can’t wait to

Barbara Bonham
Lay Director of Women’s Ministry Events
& Mentoring Ministry Development

see. We each have a story to tell and we
each have a lesson to learn, so I want to
make that happen. I want to be the thread
that binds all women at Servant together.
I’m so excited to be in this role and I can’t
wait to get to know all of my new women
friends!”
ChurchoftheServant.com
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MY HEARTS
APPEAL

United Methodist Advance Special Partner

Annual Dinner – February 7

M

y Heart’s Appeal (MHA) is celebrating the 7th Annual colorful evening of food, friendship, information, and fundraising. The event will be supported
by Dale Rogers Training Center, North Oklahoma City Rotary
Club, and United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries through Church of the Servant; in Community Hall,
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

spread the word by inviting colleagues, friends and family
to this special evening. The deadline for dinner reservations
is Monday, February 4, 2019; tickets are now being sold.
Contact Lovetie Major at: 405-603-2799 or donate.

Individual tickets are $30 and $225 for Table of
Eight. Come see the amazing progress and enjoy
a heartwarming evening. Also included is
a donation drawing and special entertainment; as we share about giving the teens
and adults with disabilities in Monrovia,
Liberia, the opportunity to learn life skills
and be productive.
My Heart’s Appeal, is a charitable 501c3
non-profit organization. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve teens and adults with
mild, moderate or severe intellectual disabilities in Liberia. You are invited, and help

A team from Church of the Servant visited
My Heart’s Appeal in Liberia in March 2013.

CARDS FOR KENYA:
SIGN A CARD OF CARE
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
In early February, the 2019 Kenya mission team will go to represent Christ and Church of the
Servant on pilgrimage to Maua Methodist Hospital in Maua, Kenya. This team of 14, led by
Ann Knutson and Jaci Finch, will be focused on work in the hospital, ministry with local people, and the programs that the hospital leads in the community. One of the ways we go with
the team as a congregation is by signing cards that are handed out to people in the hospital.
These cards let them know that someone on the other side of the world is praying for them
and is a partner in the ministry of the hospital. Come by the Kenya Table this Sunday to send
your words and prayer with our team.

10

BUY A BOX!
Committed to the mission of ending hunger in our lifetime, Church of the Servant partners each year with an organization called
Rise Against Hunger to fill 700 boxes with 151,000 meals and ship them to locations around the world, feeding children who
otherwise might not get a regular meal.
In preparing for the annual Rise Against Hunger Packaging Event on Sunday, February 24, 2019, a special Fish Appeal offering will
take place on Sunday, January 20, 2019. Our goal is to raise the $43,790.00 needed to pay for the 151,000 meals that fill the 700
boxes we ship out each year.
Help us reach our goal by buying a box or several boxes. Each box is filled with 216 meals and costs $62.64. If we have 350 people
buy 2 boxes which costs $125.28, we will reach our goal!
Go to the following link to see one example of what your commitment to end hunger in the world actually does: https://vimeo.
com/246825529
Thank you for your continued commitment to our mission of saving lives and ending global hunger!
Be sure to invite your family, friends, and co-workers to participate in
Rise Against Hunger on Sunday, February 24. Registration opens on Sunday,
January 27. For more information, go to: www.churchoftheservant.com/events.

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS:
Sundays, January 13 – Cards for Kenya
Sunday, January 20 – Special Fish Appeal for Rise Against Hunger
Sunday, January 27 – Blessing of Kenya Mission Team
Sunday, February 24 – Rise Against Hunger Day
For more up-to-date information on our mission outreach, see the mission blog:
https://www.churchoftheservant.com/missions/mission-blog/
ChurchoftheServant.com
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NextGen & Discipleship

HOST MINISTRIES

Mark will also
be speaking
FEBRUARY 6 at
11:OOam at St.
Luke’s UMC
to the public
(sponsored by
Esther Women).
His topic will be
for grandparents:
“Leaving a Legacy
of Hope: Giving
your Grandchildren what
no one else Can.”
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TOUGH GUYS AND DRAMA QUEENS: HOW NOT TO
GET BLINDSIDED BY YOUR CHILD’S TEEN YEARS.
KEY NOTE SPEAKER: MARK GREGSTON
If you’ve ever lain awake at night wondering what
might be around the corner of your child’s adolescence, this evening is for you! Tough Guys and
Drama Queens will be a gathering addressing a
“how-to” guide for parents of pre-teens and teens
with time-tested, biblical techniques to guide you
through these unavoidably challenging years.
Mark helps parents realize that some natural
parenting approaches are actually counter-productive and therefore totally ineffective. In place
of those, he offers tried and true wisdom on the
vital importance of relationship, forgiveness, and

explains how conflict is actually the precursor to
change.
Everyday your child is bombarded by a highly
sexualized culture and over-exposed to words
and images that can influence them beyond your
reach. Your connection to them during these
years is critical, as is your response to tough
issues, such as: appearance, performance, authority and respect, boundaries, and many more.
This will be an evening you don’t want to miss!
Reserve a spot at www.churchoftheservant.com/
events.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 6:30PM
COMMUNITY HALL

SPEAKING AND ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
FOR ANYONE RAISING CHILDREN OR TEENS.
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED.

WHO IS MARK GREGSTON?
Mark first started working with teens when he was just 19 years old, as a Young
Life Leader in Tulsa, Oklahoma. After spending 7 years on the First Methodist
Church staff in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Mark and his wife Jan moved to Branson, Missouri and lived at Kanakuk Kamp. During their time in Branson, Mark was the Area
Director of Young Life, and started a residential counseling program for struggling
teens, only to leave there in 1988 and move to Hallsville, Texas, when he started Heartlight Ministries. During their 27 years in Texas, Heartlight has become
one of the country’s finest residential counseling centers for teens, and known
throughout North America as the “place to be” if your teen is struggling and hope
is diminishing.
Mark has taken all the experience he has gained in working in the various youth
ministry experiences and developed resources to help parents nationwide. He’s
authored 12 books, has written hundreds of articles about parenting teens in a
difficult culture, and is also the host of the nationally acclaimed radio program,
Parenting Today’s Teens, which was honored to receive the 2014 Program of the
Year award from the National Religious Broadcasters. These programs are heard
on over 1,500 radio outlets throughout North America. From his 40 years of experience of working with teens and their families, Mark shares his insight and wisdom through seminars, retreats, and conferences, taking up all his free weekends.
Mark’s wit and wisdom, shared through stories and reflections of his involvement
with teens, brings biblical insight and practical help to all who hear him share his
heart about families and teens.

MARK GREGSTON
Author, Speaker, Counselor, Pastor

Teens today are stuffed with information,
yet starving for wisdom. They act distant,
but the truth is, they need you now more
than ever. your wisdom, your relationship, your involvement in their lives help
to counter the contrary influence in
today’s teen culture. They need you to
touch their hearts, even if their behavior
hurts your heart. Your life can transform their life and change the destiny of
your family!

ChurchoftheServant.com
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servant kids
The Market
Every Sunday morning in January
Ages 3 years through Kindergarten
One of the wonderful things about preschoolers is they know they have
needs and they are not afraid to let you know. That’s a good thing and
something we want to use to help preschoolers see another need they
have – and that is Jesus. Yes, I need Jesus is the focus of this month. And,
we know from experience that the older preschoolers get, the more they
will need Jesus. Life can be tough. Having a friend like Jesus who knows
us, loves us, and has the power to help us can truly change our lives. After
all, that’s what friends do. They help one another when they need it. And
there is no better friend than Jesus. Our Bible verse this month comes
from Psalm 119:57 and says, “You are everything I need.” Jesus wants to
be our friend forever!

Grapple for Servant 45
On December 12, our fourth and fifth graders gathered for a special night
which included Christmas reverse charades, pizza, and a topic to “grapple” with all together. We discussed why we attend church and learned
about five important elements of church, which are: worship, teaching,
communion, prayer, and giving. Grapple will resume on January 16 and we
hope you’ll join us!
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Servant Kids celebrated the most
important birthday party of the year
on Sunday, December 23 – a birthday
party celebrating the birth of our Lord
and Savior – Jesus Christ. We talked
about the importance of Christmas and
had special birthday treats to celebrate
Jesus’ birthday!

CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
On December 5, Servant Kids had an epic Christmas Celebration! The kids wore
Christmas shirts and played games, made ornaments, and decorated cookies to eat.
They made custom picture frames and put a special picture in the frame that we
took of them that evening. One of the highlights of the night was making cards to
give to the OKC firefighters, who showed up and surprised the kids! We are grateful
for their service to our community and for them attending our events at church, such
as: Water Day in July and Trunk or Treat in October. Our Wednesday night programming resumes on January 9.

FOLLOW US on Social Media!
We post updates, information,
pictures, and more, so don’t
miss out! Go to @servantkids
on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We need help leading children to Christ!
Servant Kids is searching for adults who
are willing to lead a small group or Sunday School class or to sub when a Sunday
morning leader needs to be gone. This is for
an hour on a Sunday morning, either at the
9:30 or the 11:00 hour. We also need help
once a month on the first Wednesday night
from 6:30-8:00 p.m.. Contact Kourtney for
more information!

UPCOMING SERVANT KIDS EVENTS
June 10 - 13, 2019:

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

July 8 - 12, 2019:
			

Kanakuk Kampout is coming back this summer!
Registration will be available in early 2019.
ChurchoftheServant.com
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POLAR EXPRESS PARTY!

Operating System:
Update the Way You React
Every Sunday morning in January // Grades 1-5
This month, we will be learning about the connection between self-control
and God’s character, as shown through God’s big story. As we follow Jesus,
His love transforms us. His Spirit gives us the power to show self-control.
We can follow His example and choose to do what we should do—instead of what we want to do. Our scripture verse this month comes from
2 Peter 1:3a and says, “God’s power has given us everything we need to
lead a Godly life.” We will discuss how to think before you lose your temper,
knowing when to stop, and choosing your words carefully. Join us for a new
session in the new year!

16

The Polar Express Party was a huge
hit! We had 100 kids to watch the
movie while their parents attended
the music festival. We also had some
amazing middle school students who
were dancing waiters and handed out
popcorn and hot cocoa. Each kid also
took home a gold jingle bell to remind
them of all the fun they had. Thanks to
everyone who came and also to everyone who helped with this event!

Walk Through Bethlehem
We had a FANTASTIC time at Walk Through Bethlehem on December
14-16! There were close to 5,000 people in attendance over the course
of three days. This free event included a census at the city gate, camels,
a petting zoo, kids using gold coins in the city to buy fish and pay taxes
(or go to “jail”), writing in Hebrew, trying to check in at King’s David Inn
(of course, there was no vacancy), making tambourines, and so much
more! The bakery served bread as the musicians played beautiful music
across the way. The night was concluded with a visit to the manger to
hear the story of the birth of Jesus and to sing Silent Night. As guests
of Bethlehem exited the town, they were greeted with complimentary
refreshments. This night was made possible by all the amazing people
who volunteered their time to set up, decorate, work in a booth, clean up,
donate money, and so many other things. We were blown away by the
response and attendance to this incredible event and are already making
plans for next year!

ChurchoftheServant.com
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Middle school

SERVANT STUDENTS

A

s 2018 came to a close, I began to think about what a great year Servant Middle School has had! In order to share
our year with you, I was tempted to share numbers of students that attended each event, but I feel numbers do not
give justice to the work Jesus did this year. I watched as our students worshiped freely at camp, at our fall retreat
and weekly during service. The students asked HARD questions about their faith one Sunday that we spent months tackling. They were welcoming to each new guest that visited our ministry, which isn’t always easy as a middle school student.
I saw them grow in their small groups on Wednesdays, and I watched each of them begin to own their faith a little more
every week. We are so thankful for the leaders and parents that helped make this happen each and every week. Supporting Servant Middle School helps to share the light and love of Christ in this generation and many more to come. Please
contact me if you would like to serve with us in any way. We would love to have you join our team. Servant Middle School
is looking forward to another great year!
Jenna Smith
Director of Servant Middle School
jsmith@churchoftheservant.com
405-728-4753

FRIENDLY REMINDER: SIGN UP FOR 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION TODAY!
WHAT IS IT: Confirmation is a special experience in which students

will join together with other middle school students and caring adults
to explore what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ and a member
of the United Methodist Church. The purpose of Confirmation is two
fold. First, to allow the “confirmands” to claim their faith in Christ as
their own and publicly profess that faith during a Confirmation Service. For those who have been baptized, they will be confirming their
baptism. For those who have not been baptized, they will be baptized
during the service. The second part of the purpose is to allow the
confirmands a chance to take their membership vows and become full
members in the United Methodist Church.
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WHO IS IT FOR? Confirmation is for all current 8th grade students
who have not yet participated in Confirmation.
WHEN: Confirmation 2019 will meet every Sunday, January 27
through April 7, from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. (we will not meet Spring
Break). Lunch will be provided each Sunday. Confirmation Sunday will
take place Sunday, April 7.
Register online at www.churchoftheservant.com/events.
Questions: Contact Jenna Smith at jsmith@churchoftheservant.com

High school

Servant High School Mission Houston
Servant High School is going to Houston! This week-long mission
experience will be an amazing opportunity to share the incredible
love of Christ. Jesus calls His followers to go and be His hands and
feet. This is our chance to answer the call to be like Jesus. This is
one of the greatest opportunities to grow in your relationship with
Jesus, our leaders, and other students.

WHEN: The High School Spring Mission Trip takes place from Sunday, March 17 through Friday, March 22. We will leave BEFORE
church on Sunday, March 17 at 6:00 a.m. We will return to the
church on Friday, March 22 between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.

***After Sunday, February 17, your student will be responsible for
the full cost of the mission trip unless a person is found to replace
him/her. We are unable to incur the cost of students who register
but find they are unable to attend at the last moment.

OTHER: We are only able to take 40 students. Spots will be limited.
To ensure a spot, it is a good idea to get your registration in before
the deadline.
CONTACT: Sang Nguyen at snguyen@churchoftheservant.com
REGISTER: www.churchoftheservant.com/events

COST: The cost of the Mission Trip is $275. This includes transpor-

tation, lodging, all meals (except travel meals—5 meals), all material costs, a t-shirt, and an absolutely amazing experience. Payments will be broken up over the course of two different dates. All
checks should be made out to Church of the Servant. Scholarships
are available based on need. Contact Sang for more information.

WHERE: This year’s Spring Break Mission Trip will take place in
Houston, Texas. We are working with an incredible organization,
http://www.csm.org/trip-locations/houston/. We will have opportunities to work at centers, urban ministries, local churches, and
outreach centers.

PAYMENT: Registration and first payment of $125 is due January
13. Final payment of $150 is due February 17.

Servant High School Sunday Morning Program

High School Wednesday Evening Small Groups

Our Servant High School Sunday Morning program meets at 9:30
a.m. in the high school auditorium at The Point Student Center. This is
for all 9th-12th grade students! Our morning is filled with breakfast,
games, a teaching time, and discussion groups with adult leaders. We
want students to know and love God, trust and accept Jesus, to grow
in their faith, to serve God and others.

All High School students are invited to join a small group! Our small
group consists of students (same gender and grade) and two caring
adults. We meet in the Chapel of the Cross for a time of worship before heading off into our small group space! We meet all semester, on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Register and join a group
today. What if I have questions? Contact Sang Nguyen at 405-7284754 or snguyen@churchoftheservant.com.
ChurchoftheServant.com
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Servant High School

FAITH STORIES

W

hen Sang asked me to write an article about how Church of the Servant
has impacted my life, I had no idea where to begin. As I started writing
down various thoughts and memories, this format came to mind. I’ve
grown up here, and this place has always been my safe haven. It means so many
different things to so many different people, but when I looked a little closer, this
is what it means to me….

“Look a Little Closer” by McKenzie Russ
From afar, Church of the Servant may not seem all that special.
Just like any other church, there’s
Worship,
Sermons,
Bible Studies,
Youth Group,
People coming and going,
And a 150 foot Christmas tree in the front of the building.
But if you look a little closer, you will be surprised at the stories that unfold.
You’ll see a place where kids grow, and people enter new chapters of their life;
You’ll see babies being baptised, and kids laughing on the caterpillar monkey
bars;
You’ll see a preschool where little ones have their first memories of fun, smiles,
and the love of Jesus;
You’ll see children and adults singing and dancing at Vacation Bible School, and
see what unwavering faith looks like through a 6-year-old’s joy;
You’ll see shows like “Tom and Tina Turkey”, and a little garden growing on top of
“the big hill” where kindergarteners watch the plants grow before their curious
and imaginative eyes and run to report their findings to Garden Granny;
You’ll see friendships form that are eternal;
You’ll see people from 5-100 come to volunteer for Rise Against Hunger;
You’ll see children light up when seeing Christmas lights;
Magical joy after hearing the story of Jesus Christ;
You’ll see kids of all ages singing and dancing in the Children’s Choir;
You’ll see a second grader having her first piano lesson;
A fourth grader practicing hard for her first audition;
And a girl finding her passion and her purpose for life.

Joel Sahmaunt

C

hurch of Servant’s Student Ministry has had a
major impact in my life. Throughout the year,
it has given me a safe place to come and learn
more about God. I’ve learned more about my faith
than I thought I would. A lot of that is due to the
hard work given by Sang and everyone involved.
Every week from Wednesday to Sunday, we have
fun and come together to learn about our Savior.
Personally, Church has always been a place where I
can come and forget about my troubles.
One thing I’ve learned from Student Ministry is the
standard we set as Christians. We as Christian are
looked upon by everyone else as examples, and we
should try to live up to that standard. I try to apply
myself to that everyday; sometimes I accomplish
that standard, sometimes I don’t. But the greatest
thing about being a Christian is the effort to try to
get better everyday. I have been changed deeply by
Student Ministry; it’s given me an opportunity to
grow my faith further than I could Imagine.
Joel Sahmaunt

You’ll see people encouraging each other to follow their dreams;
And compassion when you’ve had a bad day.
You’ll see eighth graders taking their first step into claiming their faith;
And crying while being confirmed, so overwhelmed by the love of their church
family and God.
You’ll see smiles and sleepy eyes from teenagers coming home from Canyon
Camp, after worshiping with all their hearts and giving their life to Him;
You’ll see tight-knit small groups and best friends you’ve found;
You’ll see milestones happen here, family, memories in the making; and most
importantly...
You’ll see the love and joy from Jesus Christ spreading through the atmosphere... if you would only look a little closer.
McKenzie Russ

20

McKenzie Russ

If you honored a loved one by
placing an ornament on the
Remembrance Tree, you may
pick up your ornament in the
Care Ministry office.
Contact Lola Burgtorf for more
information at lburgtorf@
churchoftheservant.com or by
calling the church office
at 721-4141.

Remembrance
Grief Support Group:
Have you experienced the loss of a loved one? If so, perhaps you would benefit from our Grief Support
Group at Church of the Servant. Being part of a group of people who encourage and build up one another
in the faith can make such a difference as we grieve. Whether you have recently experienced the death
of a loved one, or if you have been on a grief journey for a long time, we hope you’ll consider joining the
group. We’ll meet on Sundays 3:00-4:30 p.m., beginning February 3, 2019 and continuing through May
5, 2019. There will be no meeting on Sunday, April 21. We’ll meet in the Library at Church of the Servant.
The Library is located in the office area directly behind the big waterfall. Each session will include a helpful video and plenty of time for discussion and sharing. We utilize the Grief Share curriculum, and each
participant will receive a complimentary workbook.
Registration never closes, so you are always welcome to join us at any time during the course. To register
for the course, please contact Vicki Roberds at (405) 728-4738 or vroberds@churchoftheservant.com.

ChurchoftheServant.com
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NEW – FOR BEGINNERS

BALLROOM CLASS
If you have always wanted to
learn to dance, now is your chance!
Dates: Thursday, February 7, 2019 – May 30, 2019
Time: 8:00 – 8:45 p.m.
Location: Youth Area
Cost : $80 a month for couples ($20 per class)
$40 a month for singles ($10 per class)

You will learn:
5 Basic Elements & 3 Dances
(Rumba - East Coast Swing - Waltz)
If you have always wanted to learn to dance, now is your
chance. We will start from the very beginning and answer your
questions along the way. This group class is a slow-paced
learning environment for any age.
Contact: Crystal Johnson, Instructor
Email:
crysjohnson1@yahoo.com
Call/Text: (917) 828-6466

A NEW BOOK BY OUR VERY OWN
JANE JAYROE GAMBLE!
Recently, I opened up a new and exciting book by Jane Jayroe Gamble. As one of Church of the Servant’s very own,
I could not wait to see what was inside and learn from someone I consider a friend. Jane’s use of other people’s
stories is an endearing and impactful way to learn about others’ lives, see how we are often similar and grow
deeper in our faith in Christ.
If you are looking for a new book to serve as a tool for deeper devotion and to show how God’s greater story can
intersect our lives in powerful ways, I want to encourage you to pick up a copy of Practice: Unleashing the Power
of Faith. The 65 stories of people, some of whom are famous and others who are less well known, reminds and
encourages each of us to never forget that God is walking with us and writing the next great chapter of our
lives. I have been constantly encouraged as I turn the pages of Jane’s newest book and I know you will be too!
- Dr. Matthew Mitchell, Senior Minister
Pick up your copy this week at the Earthglow Gift Shop or order your copy today on Amazon.com.
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ON SALE NOW
Practice: Unleashing the Power of Faith
By Jane Jayroe

So whether you’re
facing a mountain of
problems, or simply need
encouragement, begin
now a routine of finding
God in the nooks and
crannies, in the doubts
and dreams of your life.

-Jane Jayroe

LEARN MORE

@OklahomaHoF

1400 Classen Drive (NW 13th Street and Shartel Avenue) | 405.235.4458 | oklahomahof.com

Purchase
yourcopy
copytoday
todayininEarthglow
EarthglowGift
GiftShop!
Shop!
Pick up your
ChurchoftheServant.com
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I recently discovered a book titled How
Will You Measure Your Life, written by
Harvard Business School professors
Clayton M. Christensen, James Allworth
and Karen Dillon. In the book, these
professors and scholars dive into those
important questions many of us ponder.
While reading the book, I wondered how
this simple question could help each
of us ask meaningful questions and
grow in our personal lives, in our walk
with God, and with each other. Here is
a quick description of the book from
iTunes preview:

Current Worship Series: “How Will You Measure Your Life?”
with Dr. Matthew Mitchell, Senior Minister – based on book with
the same title by Clayton M. Christensen. Join us this Sunday
morning! Service times are: 8:15, 9:30, & 11:00 a.m.

From the world’s leading thinker on innovation and New York Times bestselling author of The Innovator’s Dilemma,
Clayton M. Christensen, comes an
unconventional book of inspiration and
wisdom for achieving a fulfilling life.
Christensen’s The Innovator’s Dilemma,
notably the only business book that
Apple’s Steve Jobs said “deeply influenced” him, is widely recognized as one
of the most significant business books
ever published. Now, in the tradition
of Randy Pausch’s The Last Lecture
and Anna Quindlen’s A Short Guide to
a Happy Life, Christensen’s How Will
You Measure Your Life is with a book
of lucid observations and penetrating
insights designed to help any reader —
student or teacher, mid-career professional or retiree, parent or child — forge
their own paths to fulfillment.
I hope you will find this book is a great
starting point for the New Year.
– Matthew

