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2019 Kenya Mission Team 
Daily Journal 

 

“Well the day finally arrived! 
We are going to Kenya” 

Sarah Furnish 

 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 
The weather was icy and the roads were slick.  Schools were closed, but we somehow 

all made it to the airport in plenty of time before our flight.  We had our picture taken, all 14 of us 
together with all of our many, many bags. 

 Somehow, we managed to get all donations in the bags.  It was really tricky!  YEA!  We 
did it ---  all donations are on their way to Kenya. Our flight out of OKC to Houston was 1 hour 
late, but we made our connecting flight. 

 We all had dinner and a time of devotion, prayer, and shared our concerns for the trip.  
We have so many prayers for our team.  I know God will go before us and prepare a great time 
of fellowship.  In some ways I know we will bless the Kenya people with some of their many 
needs.   

  God Bless them and keep them! – Sarah Furnish 

 

 

 

 
              Left OKC Thursday, February 7, 2019                                            Arrived Maua, enya February 9, 2019 
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Friday, February 8th, 2019 
As we prepared to leave Frankfort, Germany for Nairobi, we had a short devotional led 

by Jaci Finch.  Ann asked if we wanted to discuss any concerns we might have.  My response 
was that I felt very calm and assured that God has our team encircled in His protective arms.  
Most of the team felt the same way I think.  I believe we are all looking forward to the 
opportunity to show and share God’s love with the Kenya people we will encounter. 

 The flight from Frankfort to Nairobi was uneventful and most of us breezed right through 
customs in Nairobi.  However, Robin and Ann were detained in interrogation with their donation 
suitcases.  Robin had to pay $70.00 to get out of customs.  Once we exited the airport in 
Nairobi, Daniel was there to meet us.  He is very nice and very helpful.  We loaded three vans 
with luggage and people then headed to our hotel, CHAK Guest House (Christian Health 
Association of Kenya).  We arrived and checked in. Some of us went back down to the 
courtyard and gathered around to visit for a short time. Then we all went our own way for the 
night, ready for a good night’s sleep! 

 The guest house is quite nice.  Rooms are certainly adequate with good shower and 
bathroom facilities.  The ladies at the front counter were very helpful and welcoming.  The 
courtyard is lovely. 

 I am looking forward to tomorrow when we get to the hospital compound and begin 
meeting the people we will work with.  I am sure, as with all previous missions I have been on, I 
will receive more blessings from them than they receive from me!  They are so full of the love of 
God and so thankful for what we do for them. 

 I pray that each of us feels God’s love and trust Him to guide our team! 

 “In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths.” - Proverbs 3:6. 

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you” – John 15:12 

 “Surely, the presence of the Lord is in this place”!!    

Shalom, Nancy Waggoner 
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CHAK Courtyard 

 

 

 
Perfect breakfast weather 

 

 
CHAK House  
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Saturday, February 9, 2019 
We spent our first night in Nairobi, Kenya, at the CHAK hotel.  After breakfast in the 

courtyard (lovely cool breezes!) we loaded into the vans again and headed toward Maua. 

 Saturday traffic in Nairobi was pretty busy but we made it through and got on the open 
highway.  Some of the things we learned from Justice, our van driver, were - Thiha, Kenya, an 
area we passed through, has 6,000 acres of pineapple.  Wow.  We crossed the Tana River, 
which is the largest in Kenya.  We drove through Karatina, which was the site of early battles for 
independence from the British. 

 There was an incident on the highway when one of our vans was stopped in a routine 
check.  The officer thought one tire was low and therefore unsafe.  Justice did manage to 
convince him that all was well.  They caught up with us at a restaurant, called The Java House, 
in Nanyuki.  We all had a good lunch and several of us bought bags of coffee beans to take 
home.   

 Back on the road we passed a “herd” of baboons running through a field. One of the 
groups in another van spotted 4 elephants! 

 There is so much to see that I thought my neck would pop!  People were selling things 
on the side of the road, including mangos, purple onions, potatoes, bananas, shoes, rice, 
clothes, etc.  People graze their livestock on the side of the road.  Cows, sheep, goats and 
donkeys are either left on their own, or hobbled with a rope to keep them from escaping.  Often 
there were children tending to them – some who looked as young as 8 years old. 

 Finally we made it to our hotel – the Maua Basin Hotel - and found our rooms.  Kathy 
Mann came by to see that we had made it ok and led the way across the street to the 
restaurant.  We met a few other people who were also here to work on other projects at the 
hospital.  Dinner was very good! 

 Kathy went over our schedule for the week and we came back to the hotel.  I imagine 
most people fell into their beds.  We had a rough 3 (or was it just 2? days) and everyone was 
tired. 

 Tomorrow we will go to the church which is by the hospital.  Looking forward to worship 
with this group of people.   

 Margy Milewski 
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Delivery Cart  

 
 

 
The Java House in Nanyuki, Kenya  

 
 

 
Maua Basin Hotel, Maua Kenya  

 
Strolling cattle along the road  

 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 
 Our team met for breakfast at 8:30. We chose from a menu of eggs, cereal, meats, toast 
and fruit.  Coffee was served and very welcome.  At 9:20 we loaded into 2 vans from Velodan 
Tours and Safaris to head to St. Joseph Methodist Church.  Kathy Mann joined us at breakfast 
and guided us into the Children’s Sunday School class, already under way.  We were welcomed 
by over 34 well-dressed and beautiful, smiling boys and girls, of all ages – 3 years to young 
teens, who led the singing.  We joined in songs such as “We Welcome to Come and Rest” and 
“We Have Come to Give you Glory!  Halleluiah Jesus Christ!”.  You could feel the Holy spirit as 
these sweet children worshiped our Lord. 

At 10:00 we left the children and made our way into the church proper, where praise and 
worship was already in full swing.  Up on the wall was the 2019 theme:  The Year of Divine 
Advancement with Super-Natural Acceleration!  They were accelerated for sure as the whole 
body was used to praise God.  Scriptures were read from Isaiah 6: 1-13, 1 Cor. 15: 1-11 and 
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Luke 5: 1-11.  The Zion Choir assembled onstage and sang Jesu Jesu Namanani and 
Patakalifer Pako.  It didn’t matter if we could understand the Swahili words because the Spirit 
was in control and we all joined in! 

Ours was the blessing! Shortly the sermon began emphasizing this:   When something is 
happening or taking place – teach yourself not to complain.  God raises us from grass to Glory!  
After the service, a welcoming tea with watermelon and sweet potatoes was provided by the 
church’s hospitality committee.  Staff was introduced and we all thanked them for the wonderful 
treats and blessings. 

Afterwards, Kathy Mann took us on an introductory visit to the Maua Methodist Hospital 
where she reviewed our next day.  Then she took us across the way for a visit to the small 
grocery mart to purchase a few lunch items for tomorrow – bread & jam. 

The team had snacks back at the hotel and began vigorously sorting our donations:  
school supplies, hospital supplies, etc.  Everyone worked hard and quickly because a COLD 
coke was waiting for us.  We all enjoyed the needed cold drink. 

At 4:30 the team met to review what we were doing on Thursday in Chapel.  Ann asked 
for volunteers to complete the Chapel assignments.  We reviewed songs and videos, We heard 
Stanly’s and Mary’s stories and the positive changes made in community health and nursing in 
Maua. 

At 5:30 the team had a short break in our rooms for a rest.  However, many left at 6:00 
to shop.  Earlier that day, after church, several team members had found souvenirs in fabrics, 
nativities, ebony carvings and jewelry.  There’s always time to shop. 

Dinner was served at 6:30.  We had chicken casserole, soup, beef stroganoff and 
veggies.  Fruit for desert.  Nick gave the devotion reading  from Isaiah and Mark.  Discussions 
followed on our morning church service.  We asked ourselves if the lively service was a joyful  
experience or an uncomfortable one.  Most agreed that praising  and worshipping God with 
hands and voices raised, was a wonderful expression of gratefulness to God. 

The team headed back to our rooms at 8:15, eager for bed and a good sleep before a 
long work day that would start before 6:30am.   

Robin Emerson 
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St Joseph Methodist Church 

 
 

 
Children’s Sunday School 

 
Maua Methodist Hospital Entrance   

 
Sorting donations  

 

Monday, February 11, 2019 
 Our team met for breakfast at 6:30 am, but many arrived a little early as we were in 
desperate need of coffee!  After breakfast, we rode in the vans to attend chapel.  We stood 
before the congregation as a group and introduced our ourselves.  After church, we attended a 
reception for Dr. Tony who was leaving the Hospital after several years of service.  Dr. Tony 
performed over 1,000 surgeries in 2017.  He was the only surgeon at the hospital.  His 
replacement was also introduced at the reception.  After the reception for Dr. Tony, we toured 
the hospital.  I think everyone was surprised at the size of the hospital and how clean it 
appeared.  During the hospital tour, Dr. Nick and Dr. Nelson split off from the group to make 
rounds with the patients.  During their rounds they saw patients with HIV, TB and various other 
diseases.  They were also there when one of the patients died.   

The rest of our group went to Kathy’s house where we were served lunch and met 
several of the hospital staff.  After lunch we divided up and went to the work sites.  Ann, Rich, 
Doug, Charles, Robin and I went to the house that we are building.  There were 3 or 4 local 
workers already there who had poured the slab, hung the doors (2) and had the side frames of 
the house completed.  We began by helping him install 4 tresses for the roof and then divided 
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into groups of two or three each and began nailing up boards to frame the house.  Robin and I 
worked as one team and completed one side of the house.  Charles told us we needed to work 
on keeping the boards a little more vertical.  HA HA!  The lumber we were given to build the 
house was very raw and poor quality but we had to make do.   

The other groups finished the other side of the house and the inner wall.  It was very hot 
at the building site with little shade.  The house was in a very remote area but many of the locals 
including men, women and children showed up to see what we were doing.  Robin and Ann 
read to the children and gave them bubbles to play with.  The kids seemed very happy.  There 
were two shacks a few feet from the house we were building.  Some of the occupants of these 
two shacks will be moving into this new house. 

It seemed like a mansion compared to the other shacks. About 4:30, we packed up our 
tools and called it a day.  Our other team members made up of Sarah, Nancy, Margy, Jaci, Harv 
and Raelynn, inventoried all the donations and sorted them so they could be delivered to the 
proper areas.  We all arrived back to the hotel and sat in the courtyard and shared stories of the 
day.  We showered and went to dinner at 6:30. After dinner we gathered again as a group for 
our daily devotional.  We then dismissed and went back to our rooms for a good night’s rest.   

It was a good day!  Gene Furnish 

 

First work day 

 
 

 

Serious workers 
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Foreman - Mr. Charles 

 
 

 
One of two original homes  

 
 

 

 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
 Breakfast for all – food great as expected.  Drove to the hospital for morning service.  
Service conducted in pharmacy dispensing area by Stanley – discussed choosing to be a 
witness 

 Following service we gathered at Kathy’s home.  Discussions focused on occupants for 
home, how they were chosen, Kenya culture and family life – inheritance and ownership. 

 Teams formed with volunteering for working at the house or hospital.    Jaci, Ann, Nancy, 
Sarah, and Doug went to the hospital.  The rest traveled to the house.  Scheduled for house -
team members return at noon, if someone wanted to switch jobs. 

 Work at hospital was placing files in binders – files needed help, binders were old and 
moldy.  Four members handled this easily; I wondered around the facility photographing 
preparing for articles and video of teams activities. 

 Hospital team lunched at Kathy’s house, pleasant with nice snacks.  Team returned to 
work until site team returned. The two teams were allowed the opportunity to work both 
locations 
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 House construction is moving smoothly on schedule.  Everyone learning new 
construction “techniques”.  I am always amazed at the working conditions, safety is not 
considered important.  Elizabeth, the only lady on site and on the contractor’s work team, works 
as hard as the men at the site. 

 We spent the evening at Stanley’s for dinner.  Stanley told his story, graduating from 
OCU and working at Children’s Hospital in OKC. Mary, his wife, also graduated from OCU. 

Doug Finch 
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Files go on forever 

 
Punching holes in old records for binders 

 
Hospital kitchen 

 
 

 
Hospital laundry  
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Wednesday, February 13, 2019 
 Breakfast at 6:45, Maua Basin Hotel. All 14 missionaries loaded into 2 vans at 7:45 and 
left for Kathy Mann’s house in the Maua Methodist Hospital compound.  8:00 arrived at hospital 
for devotions, everyone in attendance except the 2 doctors, Nelson and Nick. 

 Stanley led the devotional with a sermon on Paul’s conversation on the road to 
Damascus.  He illumined what it means to have a conversion experience and what that means 
as a missionary.  Back at Kathy’s we made (Jaci and I) PB&J sandwiches for the house work 
crew.  About 9, the house crew leaves (Gene, Doug, Charles, Nancy and Sarah).  Ann, Rick, 
Jaci, Robin and Margy stayed behind to sort & organize feminine hygiene bags (145 bags 
made).  At 11:00 its tea time at Kathy’s.  Many people stopped by for the breads, fruit, samosas, 
tea and coffee including - Claire, the palliative care doctor, Barbara, a nurse returning from 
England, Gabby, wife of a visiting doctor, Stanley and the four engineers, David RB (from 
Texas), David HB (from Louisiana), Sheldon Hasse (from Louisiana), Roger Ethridge (from 
Houston).  They talked about the Friends of Maua, they had a convention 2 years ago and how 
the Advance Tram was started. They are working on planning infrastructure and water, which is 
priority #1.  They will give a presentation to us tonight at the hotel. 

Raelynn arrived at 12:15 exhausted from her morning work.  She listened to Nelson’s 
lecture on infectious diseases and did OBGYN rounds.  The girls left to work in the filing room, 
Ann went to talk to IT.    At 1 pm the morning house crew returns.  The afternoon house crew is 
organized: nine will return to the house (Rick, Raelynn, Robin, Harv, Margy, Nancy, Charles, 
Gene, Doug) left at 1:45 and arrived at the house at 2:10. 

At the house everyone is painting the house, either creosoting the outside walls or 
painting the trim white.  The paid work crew is putting in a cement floor in the house.  At 4:40 
the missionary crew leaves, heading for the hotel, back at 5:10.  At 6:30 the engineers arrive 
and we all have dinner together.  At 7:45 they give a power point presentation on the 
infrastructure, strategic plans update, including how the Advance Team was formed in 2016, the 
adopted infrastructure plan, the water system, and solutions and funding pathways.  Clean, 
drinkable water 100% of the time is priority #1. 

We adjourned about 8:45, Nick, Ann and Rick picked up laundry from Lena and 
distributed to the folks at the hotel. 

 Rick Wicker 
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Counting pens and pencils 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Packing feminine hygiene bags 
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Dr. Claire  

 
Feminine hygiene bags  

 

Thursday, February 14, 2019    
 Breakfast at 5:45 am.  Most didn’t have water in their rooms.  Chapel led by Church of 
the Servant. Ann gave the message, Rhaelynn led “All is Well With My Soul”, Ann and Sarah 
presented gifts to the graduating nurses.  Team celebrated nurse graduation class at the 
Chapel, 17 nurses graduated.  

 Nick and Nelson left the Chapel to go the hospital.  Went to Kathy’s house to change 
and separate into groups going to the construction house and filing. 

 Ann, Harv, Charles, Doug, Rick Gene and Margy went to the house.  Margy painted 
Church of the Servant on a sign that was installed on front of the house.  Some painted the door 
and windows and others completed creosote of exteriors. 

 Ann, Harv and Doug followed 4 women to get water from a creek.  Banks were very 
steep (approx. 45deg). Ann slid down about 20 feet, due to loose dirt on bank.  She went all the 
way to a pool of water at the bottom with a small trickle feeding it.  Harv carried one of the 
women’s 5-gallon jug back to the house.  Women carry the water from the bottom of the creek, 
on their backs with a rope or cloth around their head. 

 Jaci, Robin, Sarah and Nancy continued updating and organizing files.  Thirty-eight 
binders were filled and labeled by the team this week. 

 Nick and Nelson made rounds through the wards.  Nick worked with colonoscopy 
equipment. 

 All members left Kathy’s house after lunch to attend the 3:00 dedication and blessing of 
the house.  Beline and Monica, her Aunt attended.  The ceremony was well attended with about 
50 people, including team members.  Family and community were very grateful.  There was 
singing and dancing, many prayers.  Stanley made a speech and pastor read scripture and 
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gave a message.  The ceremony ended with a ceremonial key presented to Beline (who will 
own the house) and her Aunt Monica. 

 Harv had a tennis ball and wanted to give it to Beline. When he pulled it out of his 
backpack, approximately 10 boys tried to get it from his hand.  He was surrounded by the boys.  
Charles tried unsuccessfully to intervene, finally Harv let go of the ball and it disappeared.  The 
boys continued thinking there were more balls were in the backpack!  Finally Stanley intervened 
and took the backpack, suggesting it might be time for the team to head home 

Team returned to the hotel through bumper to bumper traffic. 

      Harv Hampton  
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Stanley, Beline and Mom  
 

 

Family and neighbors came to celebrate 
 

Friday - February 15, 2019 
 Day started with a chapel service.  Sang “Marching in the Light of God”, complete with 
our group marching around the area.  Robin said a prayer and Harv read John 18: 1-3, 18.  Dr. 
Nick’s sermon was on the Power of the Holy Spirit. 

 2nd stop was at Kathy’s where Stanley gave us advice on presenting soccer balls  dum 
dums, and the deworming pills. 

At the first school, children were waiting for us, the school was preschool to 8th grade.  
All of the teachers greeted us along with 625 children who received the deworming pills.  
Children lined up and showed us white tongues to prove they had swallowed the pill.   

We then travelled to Clark School pre-kindergarten to 6th Grade.  Students welcomed us 
in uniforms, and played toss the ball with their new soccer ball.  Every school has different color 
uniforms.  

Our next visit was to the New Hope ECDE Pre School to hand out deworming pills. 

House dedication  



17 | P a g e  2 0 1 9  K e n y a  M i s s i o n  T r i p  
 

Our last stop was the Kitchen Gardens, where a local community is growing vegetables 
to be used at the Maua Hospital.   

Rhaelynn Bonham 

 
Waiting patiently  
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New Hope ECD   

 
 
 

Early CHD Pre School 

 

 
Kitchen Gardens  
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Saturday, February 16, 2019 
 Breakfast at 6:45, Basin Hotel.  Left for the hospital at 8:00 to pick up Kathy and Stanley. 
The guys left to go to the orphanage for boys.  The drive was about 30 – 40 minutes; most of 
the road was paved.  The landscape was beautiful.   

 The complex hosts approximately 45 children.  The children have been rescued from the 
streets and most were dependent on substance use (“Glue sniffing”).  Children spend a 
minimum of 2 years in the complex.  Those that can’t read or write are taught to read before 
being sent to a nearby school.  Children are rehabilitated and reincorporated into society by 
participating in the day to day activities needed to run the ‘farm”.  The complex has goats, 
rabbits, cows and pigs.  They also harvest corn, tomato, millet, bananas, mango, etc.  The 
program has been 100% successful. 

There are several challenges that were detailed by Stanley – limited water (there is a 
water well, but the pump is not working) need to improve the infrastructure, the tractor was 
misused and the piston was damaged (Stanly is having difficulty finding the piston).  We spent 
time with the children, taking pictures with several of them posing akin to models, played soccer 
and provided snacks. 

 We returned to the hotel around 2 pm and sat in the commons area for most of the 
afternoon.  A new team from Oregon arrived at 6:00 pm.  We had dinner at the hotel around 
7:00 pm.  Stanley and Mary joined us for dinner, but Stanley and Kathy had to spend more time 
with the new team.  The chef, Veronica and rest of the staff had a small ceremony and cake as 
an expression of their gratitude. 

 Daniel joined us at the end of dinner and explained the itinerary for the next 2 days we 
are on safari.  We will be departing from Maua at 8:00 am tomorrow.  Daniel is driving back to 
Nairobi tonight and will join us again on Monday. 

Nelson Agudelo-Higuita 
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Classroom at Watoto wa Ahadi 
 

 
Raising Rabbits  

Ready for the soccer game  
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Showing their “stuff” 

Days for Girls, Kenya, February 16, 2019 
Today our team of ladies went to visit a school that was truly out in the “wilderness”.  

The school buildings were in deplorable condition and we all wondered how children could 
possibly learn in these conditions. They are fortunate, however, that they have a well that was 
drilled and contributed by a group from Canada.  Having a reliable source of good drinking 
water is a true blessing for this area of the county.  People walk for miles to fill jugs of water 
which they would then carry back home. 

We met with approximately 60 girls and 30 mothers.  Our mission was to inform them 
about sanitary provisions during their periods.  These girls and women have nothing to use 
during their periods except rags, leaves or perhaps clothing that they must then wash so they 
can wear it. The girls were separated from their moms so they would feel more comfortable 
talking and asking questions.  We had two ladies from the “Days for Girls” Organization that 
gave the presentation that included information on periods, reproduction, birth control, and 
explained about the packages they were given.  The young girls were very shy and 
embarrassed but eventually started asking a few questions.    

The packages they were given included sustainable products such as a seven-day 
supply of “napkin pads” made from flannel that are washable and reusable.  Along with that is 
the “cover” that slips over the “pads” and folds around their panties, made of cotton which is 
also washable and reusable.  There were three pairs of panties included in each package along 
with a bar of soap and a washcloth.  This all fits inside a little pouch that they can put in their 
back packs and carry to school. 

The same packages were given out to the mothers and they received the same 
presentation by the “Days for Girls” team as the girls. The moms were also embarrassed and 
shy at first but eventually started asking questions and they got a huge laugh when Ann put on a 
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pair of panties with the pad over her clothes so she could demonstrate how to use them.  Pastor 
Ann was the interpreter for Ann as she explained how to use the products. 

The exchange of panties in the women’s group for appropriate size and color was really 
chaos but fun!  We discovered they did not want the white panties, preferring the brighter colors 
and patterns. 

The day was really hot and it was a long ride to “the wilderness” on roads that were 
barely drivable, but I believe our mission was successful.  Education is the key to changing 
these girls’ lives and these provisions provide them an opportunity to continue to go to school 
even during their periods.  Previously, they would just not go to school during their periods and 
eventually some would drop out of school completely. 

All in all, I believe our team felt that it was a very good day!!  Praise the Lord! 

Shalom!  Nancy Waggoner 
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Training the young girls  

 

Training the moms  
 

 
Methodist School classroom 
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Explaining hand washing  
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Sunday, February 17, 2018 
 It’s raining and I’m watching a giraffe family at the watering hole, from my porch at 
Sweetwater Tented Safari Camp, our first safari day. 

 We left the Basin Hotel around 8:15 am and drove through the beautiful Kenya 
countryside, passing fields of golden canola and wheat.  We were able to see the peaks of Mr. 
Kenya, and passed large greenhouses filled with roses and flowers, owned by expats. 

 Arriving at Sweetwater’s Tented Safari Camp around noon, we were greeted with a cool 
fruit drink by the receptionist.  While tents were being prepared, we enjoyed a buffet lunch, 
looking forward to the afternoon game drive, or resting and walking around the gorgeous hotel.   

What no keys?  Our rooms were tents, complete with zippered openings for the windows 
and doors, our porches faced Mt Kenya and the watering hole, where we spent our down time 
watching the animals.  When we arrived, we saw our first group of elephants, drinking at the 
watering hole, followed by zebras, giraffes, rhinos and the occasional warthog.  The tents were 
just what one would envision for the authentic safari room. 

After lunch and unpacking the team headed off on the first of 4 game drives.  
Sweetwater’s is where Doug and the safari vans’ roof collided, causing a gash on the head.  Dr. 
Nick and Dr. Nelson were the attending doctors, first cleaning the wound and duct taping it 
together, later followed with super glue as the finishing touch.  Nice work!  

I think we were all ready for this R&R!   

Jaci Finch 

 
First night at Sweetwater  
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Group photo at the rhino cemetery 

 

 
Greeters upon arrival at Sweetwater 

 
Visitor to our camp 
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Safari Day - Monday, February 18 
About half of the team got up for the 6 am game drive. The rest of us had a leisurely 

breakfast and then enjoyed an extra cup of coffee outside sitting around the watering hole; 
watching as numerous species of animals would wander in, water and then move off as another 
species would come in. It was a wonderful thing to watch as they all watered peacefully in 
proximity. It was a very relaxing morning. We escaped the bumpy and dusty roads of the game 
drives. Some of the pilgrims had massages at the lodge and they all agreed it was a lovely 
experience. We were back together for lunch at 12:30. Notes were compared between the 
animals that were seen at the lodge watering hole and those seen on the game drive.  

After lunch folks wandered back to their tents or shopped or napped or continued to 
watch animals and birds at the watering hole. The afternoon game drive started around 3:30. 
We saw elephants at a different watering hole, zebras, gazelles, rhino, hartebeest. African 
guinea fowl were in abundance throughout the drives. The guides stopped at the rhino cemetery 
which marked the passing of many rhino who died as a result of poaching only for their horn. It 
was a horrible visual reminder of the evil of poaching. We were somewhat late getting back to 
the lodge because of this, which caused some anxiety for the people going on the night game. 
However, those who went were rewarded with the sighting of a male and female lion in the dark 
with the use of a spotlight by a driver.  

In reflection on the day, we were really, really blessed to be on safari at the lodge, 
sharing God’s wonderful creation and the animals. The setting at the lodge was inspirational 
and somewhat of a reward for the week we spent with the Kenyans at the hospital and the AIDS 
orphan house. While we were privileged to do that we also realized that we all shared in the 
grace of God being able to share this with each other.  

Nick Knutson 

 

 
4 species at watering hole  
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Safari vans 

 
Happy campers 

 
Mt. Kenya, elephant at watering hole 

   

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
6:30 – game drive – Charles and Gene 

7:00 – most of us trickled into the table under the canopy and had coffee and watched 
animals trickle in.  2 cape buffalo, a heard of zebras, a group of eland, 2 elephants stayed a 
long time. 

Breakfast at 8:30 – 9ish, then we checked out, finished packing and loaded up the vans.  
We wished we could stay longer. 

Stopped at equator, took pictures and saw the different motion of matchsticks on the 
North and South Hemispheres. 

Stopped for lunch at Trout Tree Farm – literally a tree house with trout lakes below.  As 
an added bonus, it is home to Colobus monkeys.  Lovely place and very good food!  Sang and 
celebrated Charles and Nancy’s 51st anniversary.  Then had a grueling 4 hour (seemed like 8) 
drive to Nairobi and CHAK.  Very hot. No A/C.  Gas fumes were bad!   
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Checked in, and discussed our schedule for last day.  Had a short debrief and a 
devotional.  Each person told one impressionable moment, a few:  Blessing of the house, Care 
shown by OBGYN and MMH, Nelson making presentations at MMH, Rescue center – change in 
boys, Children at ECHD & deworming school. We ended the night with The Maasai Prayer. 

Projects for consideration for further funding, Rikiou school classrooms, water “faucets” 
at each classroom.  Money to Kathy for her service. 

Ann Knutson 

 

 
Trout Treehouse Restaurant  
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The Waggoners Anniversary  

 
Rhaelynn at the Equator 

 
 

 

  

Colobus monkey  
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Wednesday, Feb 20th. 
After spending the night at the CHAK Guest House, the team loaded one van with 

baggage and set off in the other two vans around 9:30 for the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s 
‘Orphans’ Project where we had an opportunity to be up close with orphaned baby elephants 
and a baby rhino.  The trust has rescued the babies from various places around Kenya.  Their 
‘orphaned’ status predominately resulted from poachers killing their mothers.  The goal of the 
trust is to reintroduce them back into the wild. In addition to the rescuing and rearing of the 
young animals, the trust provides many other vital services to the wildlife of Kenya.  Several 
team members adopted one of the elephants in order to help financially support the trust’s 
programs. 

Our next stop was for lunch and shopping at the Utamaduni Shops and Café. The food 
was very good; however, it took a backseat to the shopping opportunities at the eighteen shops 
featuring virtually anything a tourist would want. Many of the team left with more baggage for the 
flight home.  

After lunch and shopping we were off to the Giraffe Center. The center’s vision 
statement is “The Giraffe Centre is the creation of the African Fund for Endangered 
Wildlife (A.F.E.W. Kenya), a Kenyan non-profit organization. Our main purpose is 
to educate Kenyan school children and youth on their country’s wildlife and 
environment, as well as give local and international visitors an opportunity to come 
into close contact with the world’s tallest species, the giraffe.” The close contact is 
virtually an understatement as we had an opportunity to hand feed and pet the 
beautiful Rothschild Giraffes. A short presentation was provided on the three 
varieties of giraffes, the Rothschild, Articulated, and the Masai, explaining their 
differences and physical characteristics. 

We then had another opportunity to spend our leftover shillings by visiting the Kazuri 
Hand Made Beads and Pottery manufacturing plant and sales area.  We were presented with a 
brief history and taken on a tour of the plant where the beads and pottery are made from raw 
clay into finished jewelry and pottery. The company was started to help single mothers provide 
for their families.  Initially, there were two women employees and now there are several 
hundred. Everything is hand crafted and painted by a relatively large workforce consisting 
primarily of women. Again, the team’s goal was to enhance the company’s bottom line which 
they accomplished quite nicely. 

Next was a visit to the Karen Blixen house.  We received a very nice presentation and 
tour of the house and property by a very knowledgeable young man.  I’ll paraphrase an online 
summary of the house. “The house was built in 1912 by Swedish Engineer Ake Sjogren. Karen 
and her husband bought the house in 1917 and it became the farm house for their 4500-acre 
farm, of which 600 acres was used for coffee farming. Their marriage failed after eight years 
and in 1921 the Baron moved on and left the running of the farm to Karen. Karen lived at the 
house until her return to Denmark in 1931. The house and farm were bought by Remy Marin, 
who broke the land into 20-acre parcels for development. Subsequent development created the 
present suburb of Karen. Records indicate that a Lt. Col G. Lloyd, an officer of the British Army 
bought the house in 1935 and lived there until his death in 1954, when it passed to his 
daughters, Mrs. G. Roberts and Lavender Lloyd.  A transfer of title to Mrs. J.P Robson and Mrs. 
L.B. Hyde is in City Hall records in 1956.  The house was sporadically occupied until purchased 
in 1964 by the Danish government and given to the Kenyan government as an independence 
gift. The government set up a college of nutrition adjacent to the house and the house was 
initially used as the principal’s house. In 1985 the filming of Out of Africa, a movie based on 
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Karen’s autobiography began and the National Museums of Kenya acquired the house for the 
purpose of establishing a Museum. The Museum was opened in 1986.” 

When we finished the tour, we found that Ann, Nick, and the drivers had reloaded all the 
baggage in each of our vans so Jaci, Doug, and Harv could continue their safari and the rest of 
us could venture on to the airport with the appropriate baggage.  The ride to the airport took us 
past the largest slum area in Africa. No electricity, running water or plumbing, and dirt paths only 
a few feet wide. Certainly, no fire support as equipment couldn’t get into the inner parts of the 
slum. We simply don’t have the ability to comprehend the horrid conditions those families 
experience each and every day. Approximately a mile from the airport we encountered a 
checkpoint where every passenger was required to exit their vehicle and walk through an x-ray 
scanner.  Back in the vans, we proceeded to the arrival point at the airport where all the 
baggage was x-rayed.  We then checked our baggage in and obtained our boarding passes. 
When we went to the gate area, we were again x-rayed. Of course, those with updated joints 
also received very professional pat-downs. The flights back home were on-time and very 
uneventful. 

As I look back on the last couple of weeks, I can’t help to think about the book, Twelve 
Ordinary Men, that we are studying in Buck and the Bible. Jesus chose what appeared to be the 
most unlikely and most unqualified individuals to be his disciples. With the obvious exception of 
Judas, the other eleven exemplified how common people with all our typical human failings can 
be used by God in uncommon and remarkable ways to accomplish his mission. Every member 
of our team chose to step out onto a somewhat unchartered path to serve as examples of 
Christian brotherhood and sisterhood. Did we change lives?  I’m absolutely convinced that we 
did if none other than our own.  Maybe that was his plan all along. 

Charles Waggoner 

 

 

Love 

 

 

Always ready for a treat of leaves 
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Tedious work –Kazuri Bead Factory 

 

Home of Karen Blixon  
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Special Moments 
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