
  

 

NOVEMBER 2020 NEWS 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR NIEMEIER 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
  
It's hard to believe that November is now upon us. The trees went 
from green to red and gold seemingly overnight, the evenings are 
getting longer and the nights cooler. We are in the full swing of 
autumn, and coming to this point in the season signals another 
change, at least in the life of the church: the end of the church 
year, and the coming new one. 

  
That's right, the end of the 2019-2020 church year is already upon us! In just a few 
short weeks we'll be in Advent, but before we get there, our Sunday lessons are 
going to take on a particular, apocalyptic character. No, this has nothing to do with 
the elections! Rather, at the end of the church year, the lectionary lessons look at 
God's promises for His church at Jesus' Second Coming and the End of Days. "But 
Pastor, wait!" you say. "I thought we looked forward to Jesus' Second Coming 
during Advent?" And you would be right! But long ago, Advent was longer than just 
the four weeks we dedicate to it now; instead it was seven weeks long, like 
Lent. This actually led to Advent being called "Lesser Lent" in some parts of the 
church, because Advent has been, like Lent, historically a time for contemplation, 
prayer, and fasting. So, in a sense, we will be in Advent not just in December, but 
during much of November, too. 
  



 

I think that thinking about the month of November as an extended Advent is a good 
thing for us, given the situation in our country right now with COVID cases on the 
rise and all the fear and uncertainty that shutdowns bring, to say nothing of the 
anxiety caused by the current sociopolitical issues we are also facing. People are 
worried about what the future will bring, about their health, their jobs, financial 
security, safety, and all manner of other fears. It has nearly been an entire year 
since the COVID shutdowns began, and no end seems to be in sight. But if we 
remember the lessons of Advent that simultaneously look back at Christ's first 
coming and forward to His second, we know that God has and will take care of 
us. Nothing can change the fact that Jesus died once for all of our sins and 
defeated Death, the Devil and the sinful world in the process, so those cannot 
harm us. And we can remember that, whatever the Devil, Death, and the world try 
to throw our way to cause us to doubt Jesus or to despair of ourselves, Jesus has 
also won the long-game. We know how the story ends because God has already 
revealed the ending to us. Upon Jesus' return, the forces of evil will be destroyed 
utterly. Jesus already won the war on the cross; His return will be the final mop-up 
after battle, and all will be as it should have been. We will live with Him in 
blessedness and peace; He will be our light and life forevermore. We have nothing 
to fear, for as John saw in Revelation 7: 
  

“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be [our] shepherd, and he will guide 
[us] to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes.” 

  
Be sure to know that I am praying for all of you during this time (and always). If you 
need pastoral care or a visit or just need someone to be a listening, present ear, 
feel free to contact me or Pastor Unger. We are here for you, and we'll get through 
all of this together! 
  
May God keep you close to Himself in the palm of His hand, 
  
               Pastor Nils Niemeier 
  
P.S.: I want to say thank you to the Messiah Trustees for all the work they've done 
to remodel the church office, including putting in new floors, new drywall, paint, and 
the new heat pump system, and the bookshelves in my office. Diane and I are 
enjoying the warmth from the heat pump now that it's getting colder, and it's a 
pleasure to work in here. I also want to thank Mr. Mertz for building our new office 
computers. My new machine is a speed demon, and I'm looking forward to using it 
for video editing for our church YouTube page. Thank you everyone! 

 

 

November 2020 Calendar 
  

Schedules 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkedAOExYkfSy0dvqsHZBMg
https://files.constantcontact.com/3f038cb3201/c6474c61-fc01-40c2-b7d8-47d74484da50.pdf
https://messiahny.com/schedulescalendar/schedules


 

 

 

 

  

Adult Bible Study 
Starting on November 18 at 5:30, Pastor Niemeier will be 
leading a Wednesday afternoon Bible study that intends 
to be a "back to basics" class that will go through a 
survey of the whole Bible. What is the Bible all 
about? What are its overarching themes and 
narratives? What's the point of each book of the 
Bible? How do they interact with each other? Why does 
our Bible look the way it does? This class is intended to 

be for the longue durée, and will help us all get a better handle of what the Bible 
teaches us. The class will be presented as a hybrid class, for in-person and online 
instruction using Zoom. Further details will be announced the closer we get to our 
start date! Please sign-up at the link on www.messiahny.com or call the church 
office! 

 

 

    
    

 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 

December 1st.  Keep checking our website and Facebook page for 
updates. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.messiahny.com/
https://www.messiahny.com/
https://www.facebook.com/messiahny/?eid=ARBiaTo5Tk9qVOpKsk6HkBx4PsRh54Nr1QkK_iwSFyw-o4DjbLZ_RQC2ReOPfDwXakS3ldM7laKFQ8og


 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

 

"Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God." Hebrews 13:16 

 As the Christmas season approaches, the Board of Evangelism has 
decided to help out a great Christian Organization called Samaritan’s 
Purse. We have received 50 empty shoeboxes to be filled with small 

items for girls and boys in the age groups of 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14. Each 
shoebox we pack helps a local church around the world tell a child about 
Jesus, God’s Greatest Gift. Only a few boxes are left! Please pick one up 

on Sunday or stop by the church during the week when Diane is in the 
office (9am to 1pm). Shoeboxes are due back to the church Sunday, 

NOVEMBER 15th. 
  

 Thank you and God Bless. 

 

 

  
 

We remember departed loved ones on All Saints Day. Come and join us 
in worship on November 1st as we give thanks to God for the lives of His 
faithful servants! We especially remember those who have gone to their 

heavenly home this past year. 
  



 

Jay Greener 
Lucy Glintenkamp 
Gary Glintenkamp 

Gary Hansen 
Audrey Hazzard 

Eleanor Walsh 
Bill Winter 

  
 

 

 

    
    

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
 

The Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, November 
4th at 1 pm in the Council Room. Everything that we 
do for our church and our members is volunteer. 
But…. the Altar Guild (among others) is seriously in 
need of more members. Perhaps you have an hour 
or so to give? It’s not difficult, but certainly very 
rewarding. Our Christmas trees will be decorated 
with Apples and Roses this year. Dates and times 
will be determined at our Altar Guild meeting.  In this 
very unusual year we should all be looking forward to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Maybe 
you can include helping to decorate the Sanctuary 
and Narthex part of your giving. Won't you pray about 
this and consider joining us? 

  

Watch the bulletin for further details. Information on dates and times will 
be published when they are confirmed. 
  

                   Ruth Hawkins for the Altar Guild 
 
  



 

 

  

  

The Altar Guild will once again decorate the Narthex and other areas of 
the church with poinsettias during the Christmas season. We will obtain 
the poinsettia plants from the florist so they will be all nearly the same 

size. Anyone who wishes to purchase a poinsettia plant in memory of a 
loved one or in celebration of an event may do so. We will publish the 

names of the donator and the loved one in an insert during the Christmas 
Season. Those who purchase a plant may take it home after service on 

Dec 25th . The price of each plant will be $12. Please place your orders 
by SUNDAY DECEMBER 6th. 

  

Thanks for your participation and help with our Christmas decorating ~ we 
appreciate your help and your love. 

 
In His Service ~ The Altar Guild 

  

Click Here for Order Form 
  

 

  
 

 

  
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3f038cb3201/00c5ba76-95e0-4d9f-b0e5-ebf9d65e3c2e.pdf


 

 

1 - Allie Harrison, 
2 - Jacob Susinno, Violet Saul 

3 ~ Jason Flynn 
7 - Amelia Siar 
8 - Adam Bell, 

11 - Holly Krajeski, Kate Williams 

12 ~ Alexa Calvanese, Vincent Susinno, Derek Clarke, Melania Clarke, 
14 - Robert Anderson, 
16 - Rev. Steve Unger 

17 - James Gruenfelder, Brad McArthur, 
18 - Melanie Buttaro, Ann Ezelius, 

20 - Emma Murphy 
21 - Matthew Petrie 
23 ~ Emilia Retzlaff 

24 - Austin Polly 
25 - Kristen Hass 

29 - Hannah Detwiler 
30 ~ Patricia Davidson 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 

 



 

 

FaithStreet provides you with the ability to make your pledges/offerings 
online to support Messiah’s various programs and ministries.  FaithStreet 
allows you to give one-time, weekly, monthly or twice per month via your 

bank account, credit card, and debit card (just like you pay your utility 
bills). You can make your donations online or via text. It’s safe and 

secure, supported by the most robust and up-to-date security 
available. This will help the church keep a consistent flow of funds 

throughout the year. To give via FaithStreet, go to our website, 
www.messiahny.com.  In the upper right-hand corner click on MORE, 
scroll to DONATION and it will take you to the link for Faithstreet.com to 

set up your on-line giving account. 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 
We will be having a Thanksgiving Worship Service on 

Wednesday, November 25th at 7 PM  
in church and online. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://messiahny.com/donate


 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
  

 
  

November 13th at 3 pm 

Come and help us assemble 

fits for Lutheran World Relief! 
  

We need the following items for our kits. dark bath and hand towels, Ivory 
soap bars, baby socks, baby sweaters, nail clippers, toothbrushes and 

receiving blankets. 
  

 

 

  
 

  

 

CALLING ALL ANGELS: As we do every year in Christian love, the 
Stewardship and Evangelism Committees are sponsoring a “Christmas 

Angel Giving Tree.” The tree will stand in our Church Narthex and will be 
decorated with angel ornaments. Due to COVID, the angels this year 

contain clothing for children ages newborn - teenagers and gift cards for 
groceries to give to the families.  Members are asked to take an angel 
from the tree and purchase the item on it. If you are unable to come to 

church you can stop by during the week or contact the church office and 
we will pick an angel for you. So won’t you “be an angel” and share the 

living love of Christ this Christmas with a family in need. Please return all 
unwrapped gifts to the church by December 8th. 

 



 

TABLE GRACES FOR YOUR FAMILY 

  
With the holidays coming, many of us will be gathering with our families for 

meals. Feel free to use these table graces adapted from Johann Habermann’s 

Morning and Evening Prayers for All Days of the Week (translated by Emil 

Rausch, updated by Pastor Niemeier) to thank God with your loved ones for the 
many gifts He gives us, especially at times of feasting. 

  
  

BEFORE-MEAL PRAYERS 

The eyes of all wait upon You, O God, and You give them their food in 
due season. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 

thing. Amen. 
 

O Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts, which we 
receive from Your loving kindness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
Come Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

And let Your gifts to us be blest. Amen. 
  

AFTER-MEAL PRAYERS 

Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures 
forever. He gives food to all flesh; He gives to the beast his food; and to 
the young ravens which cry. The Lord takes pleasure in them that fear 

Him, in those that hope in His mercy. Amen. 
  

We thank You, Lord God, Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, for all Your benefits; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

  
We thank You, Lord, for this our food, 
We thank You more for Jesus’ blood, 

Let manna to our souls be given, 
The bread of life sent down from heaven. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

PRESCHOOL & DAY CARE NEWS 

  

Check Back in 2021!  
Messiah Preschool and Day Care has suspended our current 
programs, due to low enrollment. We are developing a plan to 

reopen in 2021. Our office is still open- please contact us with any 
question you may have about our programs and enrollment in 2021. 
Visit our website at http://www.MessiahPreschoolandDayCare.com 

for more information about our programs. 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

An Easy Way to Help  
Messiah Preschool and Day Care Fundraise  

  
Do you shop online through Amazon Smile? They donate a small 

percentage of your purchase to our school.   
All you need to do is shop on Amazon like you normally would, and 

Amazon donates a small percentage of your purchase to 
the organization of your choice.  For all your holiday shopping, go to 

smile.amazon.com and search 11-6035375. 
  

 

http://www.messiahpreschoolanddaycare.com/


 

 
 

As the Thanksgiving Holiday will soon be here, we are reminded of the 
words spoken by our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus “This is my 

commandment, Love one another as I have loved you “(John 15:12) This 
Thanksgiving, together as a congregation, the Board of Stewardship 
would like to help our local needy families and restock our Christian 

based pantries with non-perishable Thanksgiving dinner foods as well as 
other items desperately needed.   All donations can be placed in the box 

outside the church office and will be delivered before Thanksgiving 
Day. So together as a church family, we can share the “living love of 

Christ Jesus” with others less fortunate.  
  

 

 

 
  

Are you new to our Church?  Have you been attending but you 
have never registered for membership?  Are you a long-time 

member but not receiving mail or e-mails from us?  

Please contact the church office at 631-751-1775 or speak with 
Pastor Niemeier or Pastor Unger.   

 

We invite you all to take an active part in the life of our 
congregation.   

 



 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

MESSIAHNY.COM 

 

There you can register for our Sunday services held at 9 and 10:30 am 

You can also register for Sunday School and Confirmation Classes.   
  

Now that we are living in the “new normal” of corona virus, quick 
communication between the church and congregation is crucial to keep 
you apprised of updates, service times, classes, etc. For this reason we 

requested that you provide us with up-to-date contact information 

including your e-mail address. This will enable us to better reach you with 
information about events at church, new services, and messages from 

our pastors and boards. 

 

TODAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR 

The Lutheran Church like many other historic churches, has a 
sanctoral calendar that assigns remembrances of important saints 

and figures in the history and life of the Church  
to particular dates. Learn more about these figures and 

 heroes of the faith on our website under the  
 “About Us” pull down menu.  

 

Are You on Social Media? 

We have 2 Facebook Pages 

  
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

  and 

   Messiah Preschool and Day Care 

  

https://www.messiahny.com/
https://messiahny.com/about-us/today-in-the-church-year
https://www.facebook.com/messiahny/?eid=ARBiaTo5Tk9qVOpKsk6HkBx4PsRh54Nr1QkK_iwSFyw-o4DjbLZ_RQC2ReOPfDwXakS3ldM7laKFQ8og
https://www.facebook.com/setauket.childcare/?fref=ts


 

On the Church Facebook page, you will find information about church 
services and COVID-19 updates as well as devotionals and meditations. 

 On the Preschool page, you will find information about our preschool 
program and registration forms. 

Follow our pages today! You can find links to both our Facbook and 
YouTube pages on our website, www.messiahny.com.  

 

 

In a new and exciting development, we invite you to subscribe to Messiah 
Evangelical Lutheran Church’s new YouTube page! Here you’ll find 
archived videos of streamed services, and hopefully soon, messages 

from the pastors, devotionals and other video resources! 
  

Please share these videos with your friends and family! We would love to 
connect them to the life-giving Gospel every week through the preaching 

and services here at Messiah! 
 

 

  

http://www.messiahny.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkedAOExYkfSy0dvqsHZBMg?view_as=subscriber


 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

Sent by 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

465 Pond Path 
East Setauket, New York 11733 

www.messiahny.com 
 

Our mailing address is: 
info@messiahny.com 

 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
 

 

http://www.messiahny.com/
mailto:info@messiahny.com
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkedAOExYkfSy0dvqsHZBMg?view_as=subscriber

