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Dear Members and Friends of  Messiah:   

I bring you tidings of  great joy.  I must admit with some trepidation and much prayer and counsel, it is time to 
continue our worship as a family within the walls of  our church.  Thanks be to God! 

There have been many meetings, within the church and with our Bishop and people from local government as well as 
with epidemiologists to discern what is the best way to implement a plan to bring us back together.  I plan to outline 
with the recommendations of  our elders, church council and other members of  the church how we will be able to 
accomplish this plan. 

We are limited in the number of  people who can attend services to ensure we maintain social distancing requirements.  
I believe we shall be able to accommodate everyone who would like to attend, but it may become necessary to make 
some adjustments from time to time with seating arrangements    

Firstly, included in this letter will be instructions on the procedures we will follow and the registration that will be 
necessary for people to be able to attend services.    I want to stress that for the folks who have an underlying 
condition that puts them at risk or might still feel a little uncomfortable attending the services in person, we will still 
stream the service on our website. 

SOME INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 

It is so gratifying to share this news with you and to know that soon we will be physically together once more.   

1. Site Compliance: All regulations and protocols from local authorities must be met. 

2. Training and Screening: Before we return to worship in the church building, ushers and all people will need to 
complete training on safety protocols and congregants must be informed and agree to the rules required to 
access the church. All people entering the church will be screened for a temperature. Anyone with a temperature 
of  100.4 or higher will not be permitted in the church.  

3. Face Coverings: All who enter the church MUST properly wear a face covering which includes the nose and 
mouth for the safety of  all who are attending the services.  We recommend that all congregants bring their own 
face coverings. There will be a supply of  masks in the event one is needed. 

4. Social Distancing: Seating will be configured to minimize contact and maximize social distancing. Families and 
household members may be seated together and there will be clear guidelines for movement flow and protocols 
for occupying different areas. There will be two pews left vacant between each pew in use, and if  you are not 
sitting with family or household members you must leave six feet between you and the next person in the pew. 
We will alternate occupied pews between services. 

5. Entering & Exiting: Entering will be done through the rear parking lot door. The ushers will do a health check 
and take temperatures using an infrared thermometer.  Anyone who has a fever will be encouraged go home and 
rest and view the video service. Ushers will escort people to their seats and manage the exit process starting with 
the back row. There will be no congregating in the church building before or after the service. Outside 
congregation is OK.  



6. Sanitary Hygiene: Enhanced cleaning protocols will be in place with an increased focus on sanitary hygiene, 
including hand washing and the availability of  sanitizing products.  Hand sanitizing will be required upon 
entering the building. There will be hand sanitizers at all entrances and outside of  the restrooms to provide 
another opportunity to sanitize hands. Doors will be left open so that one need not touch them to enter or exit. 
There will be no hymnals or bulletins used.  The liturgy will be displayed on the monitors. Signs will be posted in 
the restrooms as to the appropriate hand washing techniques, as well. People will be asked to wipe down the 
immediate areas of  the pews they sat in and /or came in contact with using sanitizing wipes that will be provided 
at each sitting area, disposing of  them in the trash can provided as they exit.  

7. Maximum Capacity: In order to maintain social distancing, the maximum capacity for each service will be 
limited. The recommendation is two services 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM and to create a reservation process to allow 
people to choose the service they’d like to attend while ensuring we do not exceed the capacity allowed. 
Attendance will need to be scheduled. In addition, we’ll ask who would like to receive communion.   
Reservations should be made by 11:00 AM on Friday of  each week. Visit our website at MessiahNY.com for 
the form. You could also phone the church office at 631-751-1775 and follow the instructions you hear. 

8. Ventilation & Airflow: Whole building fans are back in operation. This will improve the air exchange. Windows 
will be kept open in order to direct the airflow to the exhaust. Additionally, fans will be provided to improve air 
flow in the chancel. 

9. Eucharist:  
a. Communion will take place at its normal time in the course of  the service. 
b. The congregation will register for communion.  This will let us know how many communion cups and 

hosts to prepare and minimize the amount of  handling of  materials as well as waste.  (We will need a few 
extra for any visitors.) 

i. Registration can take place via the church website or phone call.  
ii. Registration will indicate number of  people intending to receive as well as which service they will be 

attending. 
c. Celebrant will consecrate the elements at the altar, and then celebrant and communion assistants will bring 

the elements forward to a table in the front of  the chancel. Celebrant and assistants will all wash hands 
prior to bringing the elements forward for distribution 

d. Communion will be continuous. 
i. Ushers will invite people, either singly or in family/household groups, to come forward to commune. 
ii. One pastor will place a host in the hand of  each communicant. 
iii. The other pastor/communion assistant will set communion cups on the table in front of  the chancel 

for each communicant to take.  These will be spaced out on the table so that each communicant can 
pick up his or her own cup without touching another. 

iv. Communicants will wear masks up to the chancel, briefly remove them to eat and drink, and then put 
them back on. 

v. After drinking, communicants will place used communion cups in a receptacle for disposal before 
returning to their seats. 

10.  Offering:  Offering plates will not be passed during the service.  They will be located on a table in the 
narthex, where offerings can be left before or after worship. 

11. Singing:  The congregation will not be singing during the services at this time.   

So, you now have the instructions.  If  you have any questions, please call the office at 631-751-1775.  

Some of  this sounds a bit difficult, but I am confident that this will flow smoothly and if  not, we are big on 
forgiveness. 

Blessings to you and l look forward to seeing you soon. 

In the name of  the Father and of  the Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

Pastor Steve.  

http://www.messiahny.com

