
January 10, 2021 

+ The Baptism of Our Lord + 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Messiah, 

  

We want to let you know that the pastors, in consultation with the congregational leadership at Messiah 

have decided that we will be temporarily reverting back to online-only church services for the next four 

weeks in an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 cases within our congregation and 

community. We made this decision in consultation with Bishop Lecakes of the Atlantic District and 

several local physicians and epidemiologists. Messiah is joining several other Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod congregations in our area in this regard.  

  

When we first started talking about reverting back to online services this past weekend, Suffolk County’s 

rate of infection was rising at an alarming rate, and our local hospitals were (and continue to be) 

inundated with patients suffering from the coronavirus. Experts in the field expect the number of people 

infected with the virus to grow much higher in the coming weeks. In order to protect you, we will be 

posting recorded services as usual on YouTube on Sunday mornings, and we will keep you informed 

about possibilities for eucharistic services and alternative ways to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

  

We will reevaluate the situation at the end of the month. But even though we are going back to online 

services for a while, this does not mean that Messiah is closed! Far from it, in fact! We will be as busy 

as ever, working each week to bring the Word of God to you and to continue building our life 

together in Christ here at Messiah. As part of this, Pastor Unger and Pastor Niemeier will be sending 

out weekly letters and videos, and we will continue to have Bible studies, Sunday School classes, and 

Confirmation classes as we have since the beginning of the pandemic. Pastor Niemeier is also going to 

start a weekly prayer group for those interested. During this time, the Elders will also be working hard to 

contact every member of the congregation, as will the pastors. Please be sure to check your email 

frequently for communications from Messiah so that you know about ongoing activities and the 

status of returning to in-person services.  

  

If you would like to help us with video and audio production, recording readings for services, 

congregational care, our various ministry boards, classes, or in any other way you can imagine, please do 

not hesitate to contact the church office or to email Pastor Niemeier or Pastor Unger. We’re going to get 

through this together, and God willing, come out on the other side of it a stronger and more unified 

congregation. 

  

We love you all, and we look forward to seeing you all in-person again soon. Until then, Messiah will 

continue to do the work of the church for our congregation and our community, and we look forward to 

your joining us in that mission. Be strong, and be courageous, for these are trying times. But God is with 

us, we have His Word and His Word does not return to Him empty. We can take comfort in that and grow 

together at Messiah! 

  

In His grip, 

 

Pastor Nils Niemeier 

Pastor Stephen Unger 

 


