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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures
according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184.

Stand

Opening Hymn: 804 O Worship the King
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Sit
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10 wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
20 tell of His  might, 0] sing of His grace,
3 This earth, with its store of won - ders un - told,
4 Thy boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
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Whose robe  is the light, whose can - o - py space;
Al - might -y, Thy pow’r hath found - ed of old,
It breathes in the air, it  shines in the  light,
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Our shield and de - fend-er, the An - cient of Days,
His char - iots of wrath the deep thun - der - clouds form,
Es - tab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
It streams from the  hills, it de -scends to the plain,
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Pa - vil - ioned in splen-dor and  gird - ed with praise.
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.
And round it hath cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
And sweet - ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
5  Frail children of dust )
6 O measureless Might,

and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust,
not find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender,
how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender,
redeemer, and friend!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727
Text and tune: Public domain

ineffable Love,
While angels delight

to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,

though feeble their lays,
With true adoration

shall sing to Thy praise.



Stand

Reception of Members by Transfer or Profession of Faith

1. This rite may serve for receiving Christians as communicant members by confirmation, transfer, or

profession of faith.

2. The candidates present themselves before the altar, and the pastor addresses them:

(P)
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Dear friends in Christ, the members of our congregation are happy that you are to
become part of our Christian fellowship. Our Lord Jesus Christ bids us to confess Him
before men, with the promise that He will then confess us before His Father in heaven.
That we may rejoice in your confession, I now ask you in the presence of God and of
this congregation: Do you accept and confess that the teachings of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know them (from the Small Catechism), are
faithful and true to the Word of God?

I do.

As a member of this Church, do you intend to continue in the confession of this
Church, attend corporate worship, make diligent use of the means of grace, and lead a
righteous and godly life? If so, answer: I do so intend with the help of God.

I do so intend with the help of God.

Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your
prayers, time, treasure, and talent? If so, answer: I will with the help of God.

I will with the help of God.

Upon this your promise, I, in the name of this congregation, extend to you the right
hand of fellowship and love, acknowledging you as a member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church and inviting you to receive the Lord’s Supper and to participate in all
the other blessings of salvation which God has given to His Church, in the name of the
Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

3. As the hand of fellowship is extended, each person is called by name. After all have been received, the

P
R|

pastor says:

Peace be with you.

Amen.

4. All return to their places.



Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P} In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

[P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P] 1 said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/ Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, 1, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 143:2, 5—-6, 10—11; antiphon: v. 1

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done;
I ponder the work of your hands.
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther

and to the Son
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!

LSB 186

LSB 187
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
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[P Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises
to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in
the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Sit
Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel.



Lectionary Summary

God’s Gift of Forgiveness Engenders Our Forgiveness of Others

The Day of the Lord is “near and hastening fast,” and it will be “a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and
devastation” (Zeph. 1:14, 15). The Lord will search ont and punish “the men who are complacent” concerning His Word, “who fill
their master’s house with violence and frand” (Zeph. 1:9, 12). Then all their works and efforts will be for nothing: “T'hough they build
houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them” (Zeph. 1:13). But those who fear,
love and trust in the Lord are “good and faithful” stewards of His property (Matt. 25:21). They live by faith in His free gift of
Jforgiveness, and they multiply His goods in the loving forgiveness of their neighbor, and “the master of those servants” settles His accounts
with them by the gracions reckoning of His Gospel (Matt. 25:19). Likewise, “God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9). Therefore, let us also “put on the breastplate of faith and love” in our dealings

with one another (1 Thess. 5:8).
Old Testament Reading

"Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is near;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.
®And on the day of the LORD’s sactifice—
“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons
and all who array themselves in
foreign attire.
?On that day I will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their mastet’s house
with violence and fraud.
1%“On that day,” declares the LORD,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
MYail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.

2At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,

and I will punish the men
who are complacent,

those who say in their hearts,
‘The LORD will not do good,

nor will he do ill.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Zephaniah 1:7-16

YTheir goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
"The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
PA day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
'%a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
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Epistle I Thessalonians 5:1-11

"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything
written to you. “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. *While people are saying, “There is peace and secutity,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. “But you
are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surptise you like a thief. *For you are all children of
light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. “So then let us not sleep, as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sobet. 'For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk, are drunk at night. *But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. “For God has not destined us
for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lotd Jesus Christ, 'who died for us so that whether
we are awake or asleep we might live with him. ""Therefore encourage one another and build one
another up, just as you are doing.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30
[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
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"[Jesus said:] “For it will be like 2 man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. '*To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. '“He who had received the five talents went at
once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. '’So also he who had the two talents
made two talents more. *But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and
hid his master’s money. "Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. *?And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” *'His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” *And he also who had the two talents came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” *His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” #*He also who had received the one talent
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you scattered no seed, ?so I was aftraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” *But his master answered him, “You wicked and slothful
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed?
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“"Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. **So take the talent from him and give it to him who has
the ten talents. *For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. *’And cast the worthless servant
into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.

Sit



Hymn of the Day: 857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007

Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 Tune: Public domain

Sermon

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.
Amen.
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Offertory
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Sit
Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

P) ... Lotd, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at
His table. If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward
Jor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!

Preface LSB 194
[P} The Lord be with you.
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P) ILetus give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

[P] Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus
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Lotd’s Prayer
[P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

LSB 195

LSB 179

LSB 197

[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

"I+ body, which is given for you. This do in temembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini LSB 197
[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Distribution

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew. When the usher
dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher. Thank you!

Distribution Hymn: 770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

n I [
#ﬁ-—q*'—a | i . K i .
D— 7 ] g— l o ———
Q) T 4 —— [« .‘.' N
1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
n I N I [
g E FO q | | | N | [
¢ I | | | [ I1 & o |
\QJ)} ] I'/ I o) OI -‘I-' [ & (@)

What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.

h JE— [—— I {——
7 T : prm— i ' f 5= i '
— I I 7 » - ] |
o P ) f i i f S
& i I Y i { o
Q) T ! N

Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.

12



o

77%@'—!?7

i f T
2]

I I (@)

L4

D

All be-cause we
Je - sus knows our
In

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

do not

ev - 'ty weak-ness— Take
His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a

[ P
car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
it to the Lord in prayer.
sol-ace there.

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
) & . | |
i e . @ ® | t‘
A5 E— s e — —— ——
) T
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
f) & . .
o Hi I [ | f I [
(’é —— P —— I ———
P3| oo O z
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
f) & | | ‘
p A1) > ] | | ] ;
{1 o i S — e —
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
f) & | .
o AU [ | | I |
S W — — I o i
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peo-ple Is - ra-el Glo - ry  be to the Father and
f) & | | . .
##ﬁf_r ] T+ —
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
f) 4 | | .
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

o)

#
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and His mercy endureth for - ev
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€r.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Salutation

(P) The Lotd be with you.
) & |

men.

ey |
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| 1008
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And with thy

Benedicamus

Bless we the Lord.
) 4 |

spir

it.
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| |
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Thanks be to

Benediction

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.

God.

H &t | ‘ | | ‘
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A-men, a-men, a men.

St
Matters of Importance
Stand
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Closing Hymn: 783 Take My Life and Let It Be
o —— s !
’(ﬂ hal | | | i' =l OI g d [ I i i' J
1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;

4 Take my sil - ver and my gold,
#

Not a mite would I with - hold;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let

1 |
=l

them flow in cease-less praise.

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for

Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es

Thee.
from Thee.

Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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