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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 
If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 

sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 
 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to 
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures 

according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 
PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 

 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 677 For All the Saints sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
 in your righteousness deliver me. 
For you are my rock and my fortress; 
 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times and 
places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us 
so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, 
we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
Saints Are Blessed in the Eternal Presence of Christ 

 “A great multitude … from all tribes and peoples and languages” cry out, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne” (Rev. 7:9–10). Faith-filled saints from every place and time with unified voices eternally 
magnify the Lamb of God. As His beloved children, we, too, “shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Joined with the 
throng of angels and myriad saints, we shall “serve him day and night in his temple” (Rev. 7:15). In our earthly 
tension vacillating between saint and sinner, faith and doubt, sacred and profane, we earnestly seek Jesus to calm our 
fears, comfort our spirits and forgive our sins. The Holy Spirit, through faith in Christ, propels us forward to our 
eternal home, fortifying us in Word and Sacrament. In the midst of our constant struggle as believers, we need to be 
blessed. And so we are. The poor in spirit, the meek, the hungry, the thirsty, the merciful, the pure and the persecuted 
are all blessed, and we will most certainly inherit the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:1–12). 

 

First Reading Revelation 7:9–17 
 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 
from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the 
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
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15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

C These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

Epistle 1 John 3:1–3 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

 
  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 

 
Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of Remembrance for All Saints and Prayer of the Church 

P If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

C But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:19-20) 

  

P With hope in Christ and in the resurrection to eternal life, we remember those in this 
congregation who have died in the last year: 

  

Roy Cantwell 
Shannon Hole 

Charles Koehler 
Terry McCabe 
Isaiah Nelson 
Bill Ronnan 

Juhani Saarikko 
Bruce Sehres 

Fred Unz 
Willis Voland 

  

P We remember in silence those who have died in previous years, and those who were 
members of other Christian congregations. 

  

Silence. 
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P For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 

C For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  (1 Corinthians 15:21-22) 
  

P Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. 

C Yes, they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.  (Revelation 
14:13) 

  

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you told Mary and Martha that you are the Resurrection and the Life. You 
promised your disciples that you would prepare a place for them. You promised the 
repentant thief that he would be with you in Paradise. And through the disciple John, you 
revealed to us that you will wipe away every tear from our eyes in the Day when there is no 
death or sorrow or crying or pain. Fill our hearts with these firm and certain promises. 
Comfort us with the assurance that those who have died in faith now see you face to face. 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, surrounded by a great multitude that 
no one can count, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have 
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of 
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at 
His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward 
for a blessing.  When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 
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Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your 
saints gathered into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a 
cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and strengthened by their 
fellowship, may run with perseverance the race that is set before us and, together with 
them, receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the 
usher.  Thank you! 

 

Distribution Hymn: 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

  

 

  

 

  

   

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
 

Closing Hymn: 677 For All the Saints sts. 5–8 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 


