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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures
according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we  build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we im - plore,
A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav’'n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv’'n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til
Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.
pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P] In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P)

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

RER

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/ Stand
Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

[P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.



[P] Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 118:22-24, antiphon: v. 1

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forevet!
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.



Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lotd be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

[P] Let us pray.
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your

salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
Children's Message

Any children present (and Monm: and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary

The True Vine Redeems the Vineyard of the Lord of Hosts

“The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel” (Is. 5:7), which He planted “on a very fertile hill” (Is. 5:1). He did everything
Jfor His vineyard, not only clearing it of stones and planting it with “choice vines,” but also building the “watchtower” of His prophets and hewing out
the “wine vat” of His priesthood in its midst (Is. 5:2). But when “he looked for it to yield grapes,” there were only “wild grapes” of bloodshed and
unrighteonsness (Is. 5:2, 7). The Lord Jesus likewise described the unfaithfulness of those who were called to care for His vineyard (Matt. 21:33—
35). But in this He also describes His cross and Passion (Matt. 21:38—39), by which He bas redeemed the vineyard for Himself. He is the true
Vine, planted by death into the ground, and in His resurrection He brings forth “the fruits in their seasons” (Matt. 21:41). Among those good

grapes of the true Vine is the apostle Panl. Once a zealons persecutor of the Church, he “suffered the loss of all things” in order to “gain Christ and
be found in him,” to “know him and the power of bis resurrection” (Phil. 3:8—10).

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

"Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
*He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
’And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
“What mote was thete to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When I looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?



*And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
'For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness,

but behold, an outcry!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
Bless the LORD, | O my soul,*
and all that is within me, bless his | holy name!

Epistle Philippians 3:4b—14

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: °circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless.
"But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. *Indeed, I count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ "and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— ""that I may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. "Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it
my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upwatd call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:33—46
[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

?[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower
and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. >**When the season for fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. >And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. **Again he sent other
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. *"Finally he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” **But when the tenants saw the son, they
said to themselves, “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’
*And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. “When
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”” *'They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

*Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

““The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people producing its fruits. *And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived
that he was speaking about them. “*And although they were seeking to arrest him, they
teared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

St

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 645 Built on the Rock

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.

Tune: Ludvi

g M. Lindeman, 1812-87

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon ~ ""People Who Produce Fruit!"
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
3 We are God’s house of liv - ing stones, Built for His
4 Here stands the  font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
5 Grant,then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the
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church bells  are ring - ing, Man - y in sav - ing
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sac - ri - fice And what His Sup - per here gives
faith may come  Where Christ His mes - sage is bring -
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ling. Yet He who dwells in  heav’'n a - bove
tion. Were we  but two His name to tell,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
ing: “I know My  own; My own know Me.
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the  same,
You, not the world, My face shall see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - VOI.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My peace 1 leave with  you. A - men.”

[P] The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.

Amen.

Stand



Offertory LSB 192
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Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church

The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

P] ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should exanine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who bas faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at
His table. 1f you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commmune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward
Sor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!



Preface LSB 194
[P} The Lord be with you.
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[P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

[P] Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus
tulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P) Our Lotrd Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Distribution

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the

usher. Thank you!
Distribution Hymn: 637 Draw Near

and Take the Body of The Lord
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1 Draw  near and take the bod -y of the Lord,
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for  least,

With heav’'n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,

0] Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the  thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.
Amen.

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A-men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forevet.
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A - men.
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Salutation
[P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus
Bless we the Lord.
) u | . | |
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 201

LSB 202

LSB 202

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Sit
Matters of Importance
Stand
Closing Hymn: 664 Fight the Good Fight
() 4 .
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
f) # l N . . .
y smi— { } —t I I I —— I
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be-lieve, and
[ & . . \
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York
Text and tune: Public domain
Postlude
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