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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and

Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.




Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lotd, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Her @K @5

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
tirst consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinnetr.



Kneel/ Stand

S'tand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 147:1-5; antiphon: v. 6

Kyrie

The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten
our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all

truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary

The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of Repentance to Life with God
The way of the Lord is righteous and just: “The sounl who sins shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). However, becanse the Lord has “no pleasure in
the death of anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to repentance and faith in His gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is thus turned away
from his wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace of God, ‘shall surely live; he shall not die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of repentance has been
opened for us by the cross of Christ. In the righteousness of faith and love, “he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death” (Phil.
2:8), and He was vindicated in His resurrection from the dead. Indeed, “God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name” (Phil. 2:9). He has given us this name in our Baptism into Christ, in whom we now ‘“Shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). He

uses the authority that He has received from His Father (Matt. 21:23-27) to preach a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, by which
even “the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 21:31-32).
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

"The word of the LORD came to me: **What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set
on edge’? *As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
“Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul
who sins shall die. . . .

»“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? **When a tighteous petrson turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die.
?’Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is
just and right, he shall save his life. **Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. #Yet the house of Israel
says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just?

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declates
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgtressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. *'Cast away
trom you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a
new spiritl Why will you die, O house of Israel? **For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,
declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Epistle Philippians 2:1-18

'Tf there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spitit, any affection and sympathy, “complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. “Let each of you look not only to his own interests,
but also to the interests of others. *Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, ‘who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 'but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. *And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, '’so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lotd, to the glory
of God the Father.

?Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, "*for it is God
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.



Do all things without grumbling ot questioning, °that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the wotld, '*holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day
of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. ""Even if T am to be poured out
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.
¥Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

S'tand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-27

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question,
and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things.
2The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?” 26But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for
they all hold that John was a prophet.” ?/So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service
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wor - ship Not of voice a - lone, but heart, Con - se-

pas - sion Healed the sick and freed the soul, Use the
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com - fort, Coun - sel, aid, and peace we give, That Your
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love Your Spir-it kin - dles Still to save and make us whole.
us to  tire-less striv-ing, Your a - bun - dant life to share.
ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom May Your mer - cy know and live.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84, alt.
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn

License no. 110004183
Tune: Public domain



Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in
whichever manner you are comfortable.

Sit
Offering

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at
His table. 1f you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commmune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward

Jor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!

Stand

Preface LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 208
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly Dblest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
torbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.
Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body
and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

The elements for today’s communion have been pre-consecrated

by Pastor Wackenhuth.

He spoke:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of Me.”

Come now and receive the gifts of God for the people of God.

Pax Domini

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LSB 210

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
St
Distribution

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the

usher. Thank you!



Distribution Hymn: 543 What Wondrous Love Is This
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3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; And
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, [I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand

10




Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
Matters of Importance

S'tand
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Closing Hymn: 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns

iy — : T —— |
ESS = =
1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir- gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns Al mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, In beau - ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whomis giv’'n The won-drousname ofLove.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But
His glo - ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
) 4 . .
#ﬁ:f'—ﬂ | { I i { I i ] I
eSS ————————

hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The babe of Beth-le - hem.

down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At mys - ter - ies so bright.
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die.
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For He is king of all

Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain
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