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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures
according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome

The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 894 For the Fruits of His Creation
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1 For the fruits of His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks  be to God.
In the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to  God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green,
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.

1903-2000

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183

Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Amen.
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In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness.

RER

Kneel/ Stand

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.



Stand

Introit

Kyrie

[P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.
What shall I render to the LORD
for all his benefits to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.
O LORD, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.

P’ A— R S S N i — . J‘ P—
y 4 I S N S| | y S I — J y 2 — !
|

Wq‘—ﬁ#ﬂ:ﬁj —

!
Z
Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;

g T 17— P I
4" S T R S s S S S S S s s S s S ——

B S e e e oo

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.
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Psalm 116:12—-13, 15-16; antiphon: v. 17
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Gloria in Excelsis

) | | .
p” A | I |
(> —] 0l o e o =
\"jl of o] a rr i =
() Glory beto God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
o)
75 i i
Do o o — °©
men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
o) | | .
’X_y i" 1 | 1 | { ) | |
[ a0 Wi O | O | a = ) =
\‘Q_)\! T T i < O
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
0 |
A — O o o B— 7 -
[ £ o YR ) L el vl | I | e O
S 'i ]
O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
o) |
P A [ |
(o> & — 1 o
AN | | (@) |
PY) o |
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
o)
Ao ol 7 =2 ) =
[ 2o WAL rr | | I =~ (@)
ANV | | | [
S| | \ \
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
H . ‘
A b i : S —]
GESS o O o oo
v <y
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
0 ‘ | ‘
p” A [ I [ [ I
{0 = ! LS S — o !
:)V r el () e (o) O
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
o)
i —— I 1 S —
H—o Ca—, — o
oJ
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
o) ‘ | |
p” A | | | [ ] | |
(> ——— - ———= O oo
\Qﬁl “ o O L] (IJ () b i e [© )
on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
H
b | I
PO o g © =
Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - Iy Ghost,
0 | | .
4 —— — 1 I
H—o - - = S O o O
oJ | =
art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

LSB 187



Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P) Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we
have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom: and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ
Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity of vocations to which the disciples of
Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we are called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Onr
labors do not merit anything before Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen to bear
“the burden of the day and the scorching heat” on our behalf; to make us equal to Himself and to give us what belongs to Him, that is,
the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12—15). This way of the Lord s foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws
neat, so that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in
Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by
suffering. 1t is by faith in His forgiveness that our works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6-9

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
“let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
’For as the heavens ate higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Philippians 1:12—14, 19-30

"I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance
the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest
that my imprisonment is for Christ. *And most of the brothers, having become confident in the
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . .

Yfor I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spitit of Jesus Christ this will
turn out for my deliverance, *as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all
ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by
life or by death. *'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. *If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. T am hard pressed between the
two. My desite is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. **But to remain in the flesh is
mote necessary on your account. 2Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, *so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

*’Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, **and not frightened in anything by your opponents.
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. *For it
has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also
suffer for his sake, *engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16
[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
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![Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he said, “You go into the vineyard too,
and whatever is right I will give you.” So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour
and the ninth hour, he did the same. °And about the eleventh hour he went out and found
others standing. And he said to them, “‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ "They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the vineyard too.” 8And
when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and
pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” “And when those hired about
the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 1’Now when those hired first
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.
"TAnd on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, ?saying, “These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.” 1*But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong.
Did you not agree with me for a denarius? ¥Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to
give to this last worker as I give to you. >’Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?” 1°So the last will be first, and the first
last.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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o Thee, O  Christ.

Praise be



Apostles’ Creed

St

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus call-ing, “Who will go and work to-day?
2 Some take up His task in morn-ing, To  their Lord re - spond-ing soon;
as rain and snow from heav-en Wa - ter seeds in dust -y soil,
the Lord whose com-ing Marks the time when grace shall end,
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4 Hear-ken to
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Loud and long the Mas-ter call - eth; Rich re-ward He of-fers thee.

E - ven as the sun is set- ting, Some are sent in - to the fields,

So  the Lord sends forth His prom -ise, Words of life and joy and peace—

Soon the night, the  fi - nal har - vest; Soon the time for work shall cease.
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There to gath-er in theboun-ty That God’s Word so rich - ly yields.

Nev - er void to Him re-turn-ing, Bear - ing
Then the souls His grace has gar-nered Shall

Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816-1909, alt.; (sts. 2-4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96

Text (sts. 2-4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain
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Sermon ~ "Is God Fair?"

[P] The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.
Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

P] ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in
whichever manner you are comfortable.

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 26:26-28).
In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine hin or berself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches,
“a person is truly worthy and well prepared who bas faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's
admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all
baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, 1o join us at His table. If yon
have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing. When you
come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he wounld bless you. If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please
speak to our pastor!



Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lotd be with you.
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[P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

[P] Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:
Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

[P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Distribution

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew. When the usher
dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher. Thank you!

Distribution Song: No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus,

Since I found in Him a friend so strong and true;

I would tell you how He changed my life completely,
He did something that no other friend could do.

Chorus

No one ever cared for me like Jesus,

There's no other friend so kind as He;

No one else could take the sin and darkness from me,
O how much He cared for me!

All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me,

All my heart was full of misery and woe;

Jesus placed His strong and loving arms around me,
And He led me in the way I ought to go. (Chorus)

Ev'ty day He comes to me with new assurance,
More and more I understand His words of love;
But I'll never know just why He came to save me,
Till someday I see His blessed face above. (Chorus)

Text: Charles Frederick Weigle
Text: © 1932 New Spring, admin. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. CCLI Song # 19007 Charles Frederick Weigle © 1932. Renewed 1960 New Spring For use solely with the SongSelect®
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036

The Dismissal

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
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Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199

# | |
R T e "’ o, o
"
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
f) & ‘ ‘
P A - ) ! . ; -
(n—— 7 —— I —o 0
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine -eyes have seen Thy salvation,
At e
%v“ i P_}P ! i? [ B— ) o dl S
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
f) u L | | | L
o ML | | | ) I | | | | | | I [
’ | | | | I { I [ () Ol | | | | [
| |
[ 4 ~ [ | =
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry  of Thy
f) 4 | .
i — — i I —H—
e =
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
f) u | | . .
#ﬁﬁf—f ‘ e o — —
R e
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
f) u | ‘
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.
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Salutation LSB 201

(P) The Lotd be with you.
f) u |
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
“ | | | |
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

St
Matters of Importance
Stand
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Closing Song: Blessed Be Your Name

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful,

Where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name.

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:

Chorus:

Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be the name of the Lotd,
Blessed be Your glorious name!

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me,
When the world's all as it should be, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering,

Though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name.

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say: (Chorus)

You give and take away,

You give and take away;

My heart will choose to say

Lotd, blessed be Your name. (Chorus, twice)

Text: Beth Redman, Matt Redman
Text: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing CCLI Song # 3798438. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 21243036.
Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036
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