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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures
according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184.

Stand

Opening Song: To God Be The Glory
To God be the glory, great things He hath donel!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Chorus:

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lotd!

Let the people rejoicel!

O, come to the Father through Jesus, the Son,

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,

To ev’ry believer, the promise of God.

The vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Chorus)

Great things He hath taught us; great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus, the Son.

But purer and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Chorus)

Text: Fanny Jane Crosby, William Howard Doane
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P] In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P] 1 said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/ Stand



Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

S'tand

Introit

Kyrie

[P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
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Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
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Psalm 143:1-2; antiphon: v. 9
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P} The Lord be with you.
)
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And with thy spir - it.

[P) Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that
what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom: and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with compassion. He does not imprison us as we deserve,
but He forgives all our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23-27). Therefore, onr Lord bids each of us to have “mercy on your fellow
servant” and “forgive your brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, we are free to forgive those
who sin against us, becanse He has been handed over to the jailers in our stead and He bas paid our entire debt with His lifeblood.
Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). Since we all will “stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to
despise our brother (Rom. 14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
martke bim stand” (Rom. 14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends “to bring it about that many people shonld be
kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks kindly by His Gospel and promises: “1 will provide for you and your little ones” (Gen. 50:21).

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” '“So they sent a message to Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, '"Say to Joseph, Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive
the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
'®His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” “But
Joseph said to them, “Do not feat, for am I in the place of God? *’As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as
they are today. #!So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Romans 14:1-12

'As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. *One
petson believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. “Let not the one
who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one
who eats, for God has welcomed him. *Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It
is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
him stand.

°One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike.
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. “The one who observes the day, observes it
in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God,
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. "For none of
us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. ®If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we
die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this end
Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

""Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Ot you, why do you despise your brother?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; ''for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
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21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” ??Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven
times, but seventy times seven.

23*Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. 2#When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 2>And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. %So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” 2’And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave
him the debt. 2But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what
you owe.” 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.” 3'He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the
debt. 3'When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 3?Then his master summoned
him and said to him, “You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. 3And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on
your’ 3*And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.
3So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother
from your heart.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

St

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace
2 Break down the wall that  would di - vide
3 For - give me, Lord, where I have erred
4 Give me  Thy cour - age, Lord, to speak
5 With Thine own love may I be filled
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Thy chil - dren, Lord, on ev - Iy side.
By love - less act and  thought - Iless word.
When - ev - er strong op - press the weak.
And by Thy Ho - ly Spir - it willed,
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And in each per - son may I see
My  neigh - bor’s  good let me pur - sue;
Make me to see the wrong 1 do
Should 1 my - self the vic - tim be,
That all I touch, wher - ¢€’er I be,
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My kin - dred, loved, re - deemed by Thee.
Let Chris - tian love bind warm and true.
Will grieve my wound - ed Lord a - new.
Help me for - give, re - mem - b’ring Thee.
May be di - vine - ly touched by Thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.

Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183
Tune: Public domain

Sermon ~ “To Forgive is Divine”
[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.

Amen.
Stand
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Offering
Confirmation
of Kaitlin, Megan, and Kerri Thornton
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

P] ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 192

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine hin or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who bas faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at

His table. 1f you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commmune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward
Jor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!
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Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lotd be with you.
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[P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

[P] It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus
tulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

[P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
) .
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A - men.
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LSB 198

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill ont the yellow attendance card in the pew.

When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the
usher. Thank yon!

Distribution Hymn: 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus
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11 lay my sins on Je - sus, The spot-less Lamb of God;
21 lay my wants on Je - sus; All full - ness dwells in  Him;
31 rest my soul on Je - sus, This wea-ry soul of mine;
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He bears them all and frees us From the ac - curs - ed load.
He  heals all my dis - eas - es; My soul He does re -deem.
His right hand me em-brac - es; 1 on His breast re - cline.
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I bring my guilt to Je - sus To wash my crim-son stains
I  lay my griefson Je - sus, My bur-dens and my cares;
I  love the name of Je - sus, Im - man-uel, Christ, the Lord;
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Clean in  His blood most pre-cious Till not a spot re - mains.
He from them all re - leas - es; He all my sor-rows shares.
Like fra-grance on the breez - es His name a-broad is poured.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain
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The Dismissal

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart T+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Salutation

[P} The Lord be with you.
f # |
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A
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus

Bless we the Lord.
) & |

e s
|

N
QL

Thanks be to God.

Benediction
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.

O & 8 | ‘ | | ‘
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

St
Matters of Importance
Stand
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Closing Song: Lord, I Lift Your Name On High

Lord, I lift Your name on high. Lord, I love to sing Your praises.
I'm so glad You're in my life, I'm so glad You came to save us.

Chorus:

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay.

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky,
Lord, I lift Your name on high.

Lord, I lift Your name on high. Lord, I love to sing Your praises.
I'm so glad You're in my life, I'm so glad You came to save us. (Chorus, twice)

Lord, I lift Your name on high.
Lord, I lift Your name on high.

Text: Rick Founds
Text: © 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, admin. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. CCLI Song # 117947. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036

Postlude
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