The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026
Divine Service, Setting 3
10:00 AM

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
465 Pond Path ~ East Setauket, NY 11733
e-mail: info@messiahny.org
website: www.messiahny.org
(631) 751-1775

Rev. David Wackenhuth ~ Covering Pastor
Rev. Charles Bell ~ Pastor Emeritus
M. Thom Brownworth ~ Deacon
Mr. Chris Cuvier ~ Organist



WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures
according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.




Prelude
Welcome ~ The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won - drous - ly
3 Praise to the Lord, who has fear - ful - ly, won-drous - ly,
4 Praise to the Lord, who will pros - per your work and de -
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me a -
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fend you; Sure - ly His good - ness and mer - cy shall
dore Him! All that has life and breath, come now with
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health and sal - va - tion! Let all who hear Now to His
lift - ing, sus - tain - ing. Have you not seen All that is
fall - ing, has stayed you. What need or grief Ev - er has
dai - ly at - tend you. Pon - der a - new What the Al-

prais - es be - fore Him! Let the A - men  Soundfrom His
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tem - ple draw near, Join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
need - ful has been Sent by His gra-cious or - dain - ing?

failed of re - lief? Wings of His mer - cy did shade you.
might-y can do As with His love He be - friends you.

peo - ple a - gain; Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore Him!
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P] In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P)

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

RERE

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Kneel/ Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Psalm 105:2—6, antiphon: v. 1
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther and to the Son

and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!



Kyrie

Gloria
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - Iy Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P] The Lord be with you.
N
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And with thy spir - it.

P] Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving
what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
Children's Message

Any children present (and Momr and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
The Son of God Has Redeemed Us for Himself with His Holy and Precious Blood

The Lord our God has chosen us to be “his treasured possession,” not becanse of any strength in us, but solely “becanse the
Lord loves” us (Deut. 7:6—8). He is faithful, and He “keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love hin and keep his
commandments” (Deut. 7:9). He has searched for us and found us in love, and He has bestowed on us “great value” by the great price
that He has paid on the cross (Matt. 13:45—46). In His joy, He has redeemed us by His cross and gathered us into His kingdom by
the Gospel. Now we are “hidden in a field,” covered by the cross and subject to the persecution of the world (Matt. 13:44), not for
destruction, but “to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29). Since we “are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28),
and becanse Christ Jesus died, rose again and lives to intercede for us “at the right hand of God” (Rom. 8:34), there is nothing in all
creation that can separate us from “the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6—9
%“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to
be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who ate on the face of the earth. It
was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you
and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, ®but it is because the LORD loves you and is
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
’Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.”

This is the Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 8:28-39

#We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose. *For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
*And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? **He who
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give
us all things? **Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, ot persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *°As it is
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

7'No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, *’nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
trom the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

S'tand



Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

*“[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a

man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field.

#“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine peatls,
“who, on finding one peatl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Y7¢Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. **When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. *So it will be at the close of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *’and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

*!“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” >*And he
said to them, ““Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven
is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Nicene Creed

St

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord
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2 Be-yond my  high - est joy 1 prize its heav’n - ly  ways,
31 love Your Church, O God, Your saints in ev - 'ty land,
4 For them my tears shall fall; For them my prayers as - cend;
5 Sure as Your truth shall last, To Z1 - on shall be giv'n
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The Church our blest Re-deem-er saved With His
Its sweet com-mu-nion, sol-emn vows, Its hymns of

Dear as
For

the ap - ple

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752-1817, alt.
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon ~ “Priceless”

own pre
love

of Your eye And grav-en on
them my cares and toils be giv'n Till toils
The bright-est glo-ries earth can yield And bright-er

bliss

and cares shall

- cious blood.
and praise.
Your hand.

end.

of heav’n.

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.
Amen.
Stand
Offertory
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Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

P] ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in
whichever manner you are comfortable.

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who bas faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at
His table. If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward
Jor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!

Preface LSB 194
[P} The Lord be with you.
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[P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

[P] Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus
tulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
[P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

"I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *}«
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini LSB 197
[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Sit
Distribution

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew. When the usher
dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher. Thank you!
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Distribution Hymn: 537 Beautiful Savior
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1 Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, King of cre-a - tion, Son of
2 Fair are the mead-ows, Fair are the wood-lands, Robed in
3 Fair 1is the sun - shine, Fair is the moon-light, Bright the
4 Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions, Son of
fH | . ‘ . .
i E— — ——] [
\Qj’ | o = = - Ir-' ! i’ r o 7 T i= o
God and Son of Man! Tru-ly I'd love Thee,Tru - ly I
flow’rs of bloom-ing spring; Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus s
spar - kling stars on high; Je - sus shines bright-er, Je - sus shines
God and Son of Man! Glo-ry and hon - or, Praise, ad - o -
hH | ‘ .
g D | | [ [ | | | |
| I | | | | =X | | |
ﬁb_by = - P P = & = |
) =, =, o o & o, —
o ! e
serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my  crown.
pur - er, He makes our sor - r’wing spir - it sing.
pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.
~ra - tion Now and for-ev - er - more be Thine!
Text: Minsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Minster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904

Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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[/ T — 7 — — I g ol
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,

| | | | |
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
f) & | .
o I } | | | | | |
G —
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peo-ple Is - ra-el Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
f) 4 | | .
o B oS | | | | )
(o e i e E— — I —]
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A-men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
f) & | ‘
)T A | ! T
o S S ® T — }
A3V L | e (o)
D)) |

1
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and His mercy endureth for - ev

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
) u | ] ‘
i — | ! |
%‘—P—c > w
] | <
A - men.
Salutation LSB 201
[P} The Lord be with you.
-H- | | | ‘ |
=il | | 1 E—— |
g r ® o feo 7]
And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
) u | . | |
il — I I .% A
|
o)

Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Matters of Importance
Stand

Closing Hymn: 818 In Thee Is Gladness
0

f , i .
I o I [ [ ] » - [ | [] >
e Fr e o S r v
1 In Thee is glad - ness A - mid all sad - ness, Je - sus,
2 Since He 1S ours, We fear no pow - ers, Not of

S ——— —— — —

: o i — —

S et
sun - shine of my heart. By Thee are giv - en The gifts of
earth nor sin nor death. He sees and bless - es In worst dis -

0 ‘ . .

A — — — I N— i ! i e

'\3 AN ) .I i r !\ . i | (IJ é OI' | ]
heav-en, Thou the true Re-deem - er art. Our souls Thou
tress-es; He can change them with a breath. Where-fore the

’ I ] =4 o : ' |
L ———— -

GRS R == === -
wak -est, Our bonds Thou break - est; Who trusts Thee sure - ly Has built se-
sto - ry Tell of His glo - ry With hearts and voic - es; All heav’'n re -

9 ] i | \ ) ) \l

ﬂ* b =) o Py Py [ I. N [ | | | | ' F

A1V | | | | . — I " Ol' | |

e | | | | ~_ o | .
cure-ly; He stands for - ev - er: Al-le-Iu - ial Our hearts are
joic-es In Him for - ev - er: Al-le-Iu - ia! We shout for

0 ‘
B e 2T e e 2, e 2 e

S B l | ! | i !
pin - ing To see Thy shin - ing, Dy - ing or liv - ing
glad - ness, Tri-umph o’er sad - ness, Love Him and praise Him

p” A I ! ] I A P—

| | N1 | [ [ |

W_E—P—P—Pi Co— — I
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can wus sev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!

And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556-c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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