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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 
If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 

sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 
 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to 
celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures 

according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 
PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 

 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 100; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O LORD, I will make music. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the LORD, he is God! 
 It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
 Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

 
 

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O LORD, I will make music. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 
without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 
Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary Summary 
Our Lord Jesus Is with Us in the Upper Room of His Church on Earth 

 On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus prayed for His apostles and His Church on earth. “The hour” had 
come when the Father would glorify His Son by the cross (John 17:1). Through the shedding of His blood, He would bring forgiveness 
for the sins of the world, and in His resurrection and ascension He would unite all Christians with the Father “that they may be one” 
with God (John 17:11). He manifested His name to the apostles and gave them the words of the Father to speak in His name. The 
apostolic witness of His cross and resurrection (Acts 1:21–22) gathers disciples together “with one accord” into the one Body of Christ 
(Acts 1:14). “Devoting themselves to prayer,” they wait upon the Lord in “the upper room” (Acts 1:13–14), the place of His Holy 
Supper. Strengthened by the Gospel, Christians bear the cross of Christ in patience and peace, rejoicing to share in His suffering, in order 
that they “may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:13). 

  

First Reading Acts 1:6–14 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 
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 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where 
they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these 
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

C Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for 
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. . . . 
 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 
he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, 
and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel John 17:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
  

   

  

 
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you 
have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 
gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 
I had with you before the world existed. 
 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given 
them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one.” 
 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Holy Baptism 

Theodore Stephen Smith 

Parents: Stephen and Elizabeth Smith 

Sponsors: Brien Wadsworth and Margaret Sheehan 

 

Baptismal Hymn: 605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 

 

When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf. 
 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
  
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under 
the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless 
delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and 
grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

The pastor addresses each candidate: 
 

P How are you named? 

R Theodore Stephen Smith 
 

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying: 
 

P Theodore, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your 

T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved 
believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and 
all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan 
of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to 
be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 
  
We pray that You would behold Theodore according to Your boundless mercy and 
bless him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in him, 
which has been inherited from Adam and which he himself has committed since, 
would be drowned and die. Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the 
Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your 
name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in 
Your promise, he would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 
baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are 
to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. 
They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to 
pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian 
faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are 
at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the 
neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve Theodore as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 
  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace 
fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 
rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and 
said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put 
His hands on them, and blessed them. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Sit 
 

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 
 

P Theodore, do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Theodore, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 
 

P Theodore, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth 
of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His 

grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while saying: 
 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the 
world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you 
may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which shall have no end. 

 

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 
 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our brother in Christ, that together 
we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called 
us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

Stand 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 
graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Theodore the new birth 
in Holy Baptism and made him a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an 
heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as he has now become 
Your child, You would keep him in his baptismal grace, that according to Your good 
pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy 
name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

One or more of the following collects may also be prayed. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. 
We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we 
are all Your children and so love and nurture him that he may attain to the full stature 
intended for him in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child and 
upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them. Enable them 
to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their 
own Baptism that they may share eternally with their children the salvation You have 
given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian 
Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully grant 
that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

All return to their places. 
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Hymn of the Day: 730 What Is the World to Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon ~ “Looking Outward, Upward, and Forward” 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in 
whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have 
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of 
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at 
His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward 
for a blessing.  When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Lift up your hearts. 

   

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was 
taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  When the usher 
dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher.  Thank you! 

 

Distribution Hymn: 650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 
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Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Hymn: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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