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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

 

 

 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
 when brothers dwell in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of 
Aaron, 
 running down on the collar of his robes! 
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
 when brothers dwell in unity! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and 
eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
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Lectionary Summary 
The Risen Lord Jesus Is with Us in Holy Baptism and in ‘the Breaking of the Bread’ 

 From “before the foundation of the world” until heaven and earth pass away, “the word of the Lord remains forever” (1 
Peter 1:20, 25). This “living and abiding word of God” is the preaching of Christ Jesus, namely that God “raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory” (1 Peter 1:21, 23). By this living word, we “have been born again” to eternal life (1 Peter 1:23) and ransomed 
from our sinful and mortal life “with the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18–19). This living word also calls us to repentance, to 
dying and rising in Holy Baptism “in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). In this, we receive the Holy 
Spirit “for you and for your children and for all who are far off” (Acts 2:39). Through the preaching of His cross and resurrection, Jesus 
draws near to bring us “into his glory” (Luke 24:26). As He opens the Scriptures, He opens our minds to comprehend “the things 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27), and He brings us to know Him “in the breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35). 

  

 

First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36–41 
 14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So 
those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

C Christ has risen  from the dead. 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet. 

 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:17–25 
 17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed 
from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your 
sake, 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are in God. 
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 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of perishable 
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for 

“All flesh is like grass 
 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
 and the flower falls, 
25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:13–35 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 
16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What is this conversation 
that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them, “What things?” And 
they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people,  
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20and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified 
him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back 
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 
25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 
27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. 
 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is 
now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the 
bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts 
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they 
rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were 
with them gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking 
of the bread. 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

 

 
  

5 Abide with Your protection 
    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 
    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

L ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  
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Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His 
true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them 
of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  
He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward 
for a blessing.  When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 

Stand 
 

Preface LSB 208 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 
from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new 
life in Him. 
  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into 
death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 
death to the promised land of life eternal. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

L The elements for today’s communion have been pre-consecrated by Pastor 
Wackenhuth. 

     He spoke: 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 Come now and receive the gifts of God for the people of God. 
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Pax Domini 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

Sit 
 

 
Distribution 

 

Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to 
the usher.  Thank you! 
 

  



11 

 

Distribution Hymn: 619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Tune: Public domain 

  
 

The Dismissal 

L The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



13 

 

Benediction 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
 

Closing Song: Lord, I Lift Your Name On High 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.  Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I'm so glad You're in my life, I'm so glad You came to save us. 
 
Chorus:  
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky,  
Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
  
Lord, I lift Your name on high.  Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I'm so glad You're in my life, I'm so glad You came to save us.  (Chorus, twice) 
  
Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
Text: Rick Founds 

Text: © 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, admin. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. CCLI Song # 117947. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 

  
 

Postlude 
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