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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–4): Hymns Addressed to the Holy, Holy, Holy, Triune God, 1757, London, alt.; (sts. 2–4): A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 1760, London, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



2 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation—* 
   if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;* 
   make known his deeds among the | peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him;* 
   tell of all his wondrous works! 
Glory in his holy name;* 
   let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength;* 
   seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,* 
   his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 
He remembers his covenant forever,* 
   the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation—* 
   if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your 
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
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Lectionary Summary 
Christ Jesus Breathes His Spirit and His Life into Us by the Ministry of the Gospel 

 The crucified and risen Lord Jesus establishes the ministry of the Gospel in order to bestow His life-giving Holy Spirit and His peace 
upon the Church. To those who are called and ordained to this office, and to those they serve in His name, He grants the Holy Absolution of all sins. 
By the fruits of His cross, He replaces fear and doubt with peace and joy, and thus gives “repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31). 
Through the preaching of His sent ones, He calls us to believe that He “is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that by such faith we “may have life in his 
name” (John 20:31). In His resurrection, we have the “living hope” to which we have been “born again” and by which we are guarded “for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3, 5). Until then, “though you have not seen him, you love him,” and by the mercies of God 
“you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Peter 1:8). 

 

First Reading Acts 5:29–42 
 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of 
our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the 
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave 
orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care 
what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the 
days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who 
followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let 
them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 
40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and from 
house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

C Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:3–9 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who 
by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him.  
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Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
  

 
  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you 
withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said 
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Song of the Day: Worthy Is The Lamb 
 

Thank You for the cross, Lord. 
Thank You for the price You paid.  
Bearing all my sin and shame, in love You came 
And gave amazing grace. 
  
Thank You for this love, Lord. 
Thank You for the nail-pierced hands. 
Wash me in Your cleansing flow; Now all I know, 
Your forgiveness and embrace. 
  
Chorus: 
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. 
Crown You now with many crowns, You reign victorious. 
High and lifted up, Jesus, Son of God. 
The Treasure of heaven crucified.  
Worthy is the Lamb. 
  
(repeat from beginning) 
  
Worthy is the Lamb. 
Worthy is the Lamb. 
Text: Darlene Zschech 
Text: © 2000 Wondrous Worship, admin. Reservoir Media Management, Inc. CCLI Song # 3217555. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License 
# 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 
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Sermon ~ “Fear Less” 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 

The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 
The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in 
whichever manner you are comfortable. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Lift up your hearts. 

   

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound 
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  When the usher 
dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher.  Thank you! 

 

Distribution Song: The Risen Christ 
 

O breath of God, come fill this place; 
Re-vive our hearts to know Your grace; 
And from our slumber make us rise 
That we may know the Risen Christ. 
  
O Word of God, so clear and true, 
Renew our minds to trust in You; 
And give to us the bread of life 
That we may know the Risen Christ. 
  
O love of God, so unrestrained, 
Refresh our souls in Jesus' name. 
Let us reflect Your sacrifice  
That we may know the Risen Christ. 
  
May God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit make us one. 
In holiness let us unite  
That we may know the Risen Christ. 
Text: Keith Getty, Phil Madeira 
Text: © 2003 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 
Text: © 2003 Phil Madeira Music CCLI Song # 4109978. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI 
Copyright License no. 21243036 

 

The Dismissal 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 



13 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Hymn: 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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