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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Song: To God Be The Glory 
 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 
 
Chorus: 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O, come to the Father through Jesus, the Son,  
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done! 
  
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,            
To ev’ry believer, the promise of God. 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Chorus) 
  
Great things He hath taught us; great things He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus, the Son. 
But purer and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Chorus) 
Text: Fanny Jane Crosby, William Howard Doane 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
He is the | LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
The Word of the Gospel Opens the Eyes of Faith and Fixes Them on Christ Jesus 

 The Lord called Abram (Abraham) to leave his home and go to a land that God would show him. He 
also promised to make of Abram “a great nation,” to bless him and make his name great as a blessing to “all the 
families of the earth” (Gen. 12:2–3). “Abram went, as the Lord had told him” (Gen. 12:4), and in Canaan “he 
built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord” (Gen. 12:8). He “believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). Here the grace of God is manifested, that He “justifies the ungodly” 
(Rom. 4:5), not by works of the Law, but through faith in His promises. He removes all of our sins and lawless 
deeds through Jesus Christ, the offspring of Abraham in whom all the Lord’s promises are realized. This forgiveness 
of sins is the Word of the Gospel, the voice of the Holy Spirit, which “gives life to the dead” (Rom. 4:17). It opens 
the eyes of faith to behold Christ Jesus, the Son of Man lifted up on the cross, “that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life” (John 3:14–15). 

  

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 
 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in 
Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I 
will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there 
he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and 
Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 
9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



4 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

C [O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the 
shame,* 
 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 

Epistle Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For 
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one 
who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 
6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from 
works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law 
who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where 
there is no law there is no transgression. 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares 
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 
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Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 
 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, 
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended 
into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

D 6    Glory to God the Father, Son, 

         And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

         To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

         Be praise now and eternally! 
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Sermon ~ “What Counts?” 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

L ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in 
whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 

 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have 
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of 
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at 
His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward 
for a blessing.  When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 
 

Stand 
 

Preface LSB 208 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on 
Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for 
many. 
  

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in 
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

L The elements for today’s communion have been pre-consecrated by Pastor 
Wackenhuth. 

     He spoke: 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 Come now and receive the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

Pax Domini 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the 
usher.  Thank you! 
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Distribution Song: "Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
1 ’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just to take Him at His Word; 
Just to rest upon His promise, 
Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!” 

  
Ch Chorus: 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! 
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er! 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 
Oh, for grace to trust Him more! 

  
2 O how sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just to trust His cleansing blood; 
Just in simple faith to plunge me 
‘Neath the healing, cleansing flood! (Chorus) 

  
3 Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just from sin and self to cease; 
Just from Jesus simply taking 
Life and rest, and joy and peace. (Chorus) 

  
4 I’m so glad I learned to trust Him, 

Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; 
And I know that He is with me, 
Will be with me to the end. (Chorus) 

Text: Louisa M.R. Stead, William James Kirkpatrick 
Text: Public domain 

  
 

The Dismissal 

L The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
 

Closing Hymn: 801 How Great Thou Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 

 

Postlude 
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