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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 184. 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Song: There Is a Redeemer 
1 There is a Redeemer, 

Jesus God's own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, 
Messiah Holy One. 

 

Ref. Thank You, O my Father, 
For giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit, 
Till the work on earth is done 

 

2 Jesus my Redeemer, 
Name above all names; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
O for sinners slain.                               Refrain 

 

3 When I stand in glory, 
I will see His face; 
There I'll serve my King forever, 
In that holy place.                                 Refrain 

Text: Melody Green 
Text: © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, admin. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 
Text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing; © 1982 Ears to Hear, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 
 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 
 no plague come | near your tent. 
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you* 
 to guard you in | all your ways. 
On their hands they will | bear you up,* 
 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 
 

 

 
 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to 
the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may 
walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
 Following His Baptism, Jesus is “led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matt. 4:1). As He 
takes upon Himself the curse of our sin and sets Himself against our enemy, He trusts His Father’s voice and waits upon His Father’s 
hand for all things. The devil questions His sonship, but the beloved and well-pleasing Son remains faithful and lives “by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Jesus patiently suffers hunger in His mortal flesh and returns to the dust whence man was 
taken, and by His pain He brings forth food for all the children of men (Gen. 3:18–19). By the sweat of His brow, we eat the fruit of 
His cross, even as our nakedness is covered by His righteousness. Although all people live in bondage to death through the trespass of the 
first man, Adam, all the more “have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many” 
(Rom. 5:15). His righteous obedience “leads to justification and life for all men” (Rom. 5:18). 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1–21 
 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 
made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 
3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, 
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 
the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
        cursed are you above all livestock 
        and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
        and dust you shall eat 
        all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
        and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
        and you shall bruise his heel.” 

        16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
        in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
        and he shall rule over you.” 

 
 
 
 
 
  

17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice 
of your wife 
        and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
        ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
        in pain you shall eat of it all the    

        days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you; 
        and you shall eat the plants of the  

        field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
        you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
        for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
        and to dust you shall return.” 
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 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the 
LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

C [O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the 
shame,* 
 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 

Epistle Romans 5:12–19 
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law 
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one 
who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one 
man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day Ephesians 6:11 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
  

   

 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And 
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It 
is written, 
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“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, 
the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 418 O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
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Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have 
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of 
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at 
His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward 
for a blessing.  When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with 
cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the 
usher.  Thank you! 
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Distribution Song: Wonderful, Merciful Savior 
1 Wonderful, merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend; 

Who would have thought that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men? 
Oh, You rescue the souls of men. 

 

Chorus  
You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore. 
You give the healing and grace our hearts always hunger for, 
Oh, our hearts always hunger for. 

 

2 Counselor, Comforter, Keeper, Spirit we long to embrace; 
You offer hope when our hearts have hopelessly lost the way, 
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way. (Chorus) 

 

3 Almighty, infinite Father, faithfully loving Your own; 
Here in our weakness You find us falling before Your throne, 
Oh, we're falling before Your throne. (Chorus) 

Text: Dawn Rodgers, Eric Wyse 
Text: © 1989 Curb Dayspring Music, admin. Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. CCLI Song # 106879.  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com.  CCLI 
License # 21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 
Text: © 1989 Curb Word Music, admin. WC Music Corp. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 

 

The Deismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Hymn: 832 Jesus Shall Reign 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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