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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and

Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.




Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 373 See amid the Winter's Snow
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1 See a-mid the win - ter's snow, Born for wus on earth be - low,
2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who built the star - ry skies,
3 Sa - cred In-fant, all di - vine, What a ten-der love was Thine,
4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
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See, the gen - tle Lamb ap-pears, Prom-ised from e - ter - nal years.
He who,throned in height sub-lime, Sits a - mid the cher - u - bim.
Thus to come from high - est bliss Down to such a world as this!
Teach us to re-sem - ble Thee In  Thy sweet hu-mil - i - ty.

A u Refrain
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Hail, O ev - er - bless-ed morn!  Hail, re-demp-tion’s hap-py dawn!
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Text: Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: John Goss, 1800-80
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
tirst consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinnetr.

Kneel/ Stand



Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting

life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11-12; antiphon: John 1:14

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,*
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.
Praise the LORD, O Je- | rusalem!*
Praise your God, O | Zion!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word.
Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
Sit
Children's Message

Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
The Lord Jesus Is Found in the Temple of His Church

The Lord Jesus “grew and became strong” (Luke 2:40); He “increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God
and man” (Luke 2:52). As His body grew and developed, His mind also increased in knowledge and understanding. For as onr brother
in the flesh, that we might “have redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7), He lived by faith in the Word of His Father. Thus, He
was catechized by His parents, who took Hin up “to Jerusalen every year at the Feast of the Passover” (Luke 2:41); and when He
was of age, He gave attention to the Holy Scriptures in His Father’s house (Luke 2:46, 49). Christ Jesus is still found in His Church,
in “the word of truth, the gospel,” by which we are adopted by His Father and sealed with His Spirit (Eph. 1:5, 13). Thus do we gain
“an understanding mind” to go about our vocations, discerning “between good and evil” (1 Kings 3:9). And so do we also go up to

Jerusalem: to stand “before the ark of the covenant of the Lord” (1 Kings 3:15), that s, in the Holy Communion of His body and blood.

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15
* The king went to Gibeon to sactifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” °And Solomon said, “You have
shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. "And now, O
LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a
little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. *And your servant is in the midst of your
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude.
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’Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "' And God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, “behold, I now do according to
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before
you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches
and honor, so that no other king shall compate with you, all your days. *And if you will walk in my
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days.”

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings,
and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Isaiah 9:6,; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lotd Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spititual blessing in the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love *he predestined
us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, ‘to the praise of
his glotious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. "In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, *which he
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight *making known to us the mystery of his will, according
to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"Tn him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, '%so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. ’In him you also, when you heatd the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, "*who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise
of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand



Alleluia and Verse

o) | , L o e R , |
= e ——F—F=— i
S a— L L f o B — i il
e o _ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
ﬁ \ \ | \
b’ 4 N | N | | [ — | N
y 4% | IR | T | | Il | [

)

oJ
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
h [— 1 ] \ |
FA— ' | ' . i — \ ‘ ! H
ﬁ%ﬁj_‘_r P~ K — I ] = 2 i
¥/
Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
I 9 T I f T | { i T l
= ‘o . |7 e { — = J_WH
oJ *_ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him.

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. “*And when
he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. ¥And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, *“but
supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him
among their relatives and acquaintances, **and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jetusalem, searching for him. **After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. ’And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. *And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress.” ¥ And he said to them, “Why were you looking for mer? Did
you not know that I must be in my Fathet’s house?” *’And they did not understand the saying that
he spoke to them. >’ And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to
them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

>2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 410 Within the Father's House
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1 With-in the Fa-ther’s house The Son has found His home,
2 The doc-tors of the Law Gaze on the won-drous child
3 Yet not to them is giv’n The might -y truth to know,
4 The se-cret of the Lord Es - capes each hu - man eye,
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And to His tem - ple sud-den - ly The Lord of Ilife has come.
And mar-vel at His gra-cious words Of wis-dom un - de - filed.
To  lift the earth - ly  wveil that hides In - car-nate God be - low.
And faith-ful pon-d’ring hearts a - wait The full e - piph-a - ny.

5 Lotd, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace

A6 Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.

Text: James R. Woodford, 1820-85, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.
Sit
Offering

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, onr Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have
been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of
bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at
His table. 1f you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor. He will be happy to discuss it with yon.

If you do not wish to commmune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward

Jor a blessing. When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you. If you would like to learn more
about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to our pastor!

S'tand

Preface LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and
drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus,
our Lord.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lotd’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
The elements for today’s communion have been pre-consecrated by Pastor

Bell.
He spoke:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My

I+ body, which is given for you. This do in temembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of Me.”

Come now and receive the gifts of God for the people of God.

Pax Domini

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
St
Distribution
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Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.
When the usher dismisses your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the
usher. Thank you!



Distribution Hymn: 738 Lord of All Hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
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Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
Lord of all kind - 1i - ness, Lord of all grace,
Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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Whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Your hands swift to wel - come, Your arms to em - brace:
Whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm:
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Be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our hom -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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Your bliss in our  hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Your strength in our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-53

Tune: I

rish

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183
Tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
Matters of Importance
Stand
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Closing Hymn: 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain

9 # i '!__‘ i ='¢‘ ‘[ K Y T ) i i B—
I e T — ™ R i = oo o 5 o1 ®9® 9 |
ANIVA | - - | — =
QJ | - [+
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ 1is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

m Refrain
o

]f)
|
t

—rre

| 108

:
”

TTe
| 100

N>

L 108
TTe
170

| 108

[

Ql

Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light

Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work II, 1873-1925, alt.

Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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