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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203. 

 

Rite of Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

L Today marks the beginning of Advent, the time of preparation for the celebration of Christ's birth, His 
first coming.  We are here because the promises that God gave to our ancestors were fulfilled when 
Jesus was born.  God keeps his promise to us every Sunday when we worship because Christ is indeed 
among us and in our midst.  He will keep His promise to come again in glory on the Last Day. 

  

L A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 60: 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will be seen upon you. 
  

[The first purple candle is lit.] 
  

C We light this candle as a proclamation of the coming of God's light into the darkness of the 
world, and the hope it brings.  For Christ is the light of the world, and we hope in Him because 
we know that He has already come once to conquer the darkness of sin, death and hell.  Our 
hope is assured, because He will come again, just as He promised. 

  

L Let us pray: 
O God, we thank you for the hope that Jesus brought into the world through His first coming. 
We thank you that you are still giving people hope in Him through your Holy Word.   
Help us to share that hope with others in thought, word, and deed, so that together we all may prepare 
for Jesus' second coming. 

  

C Amen. 
Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us 
into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 
 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the | altar! 
You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 
 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
The Lord Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us Now 

 The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem “humble, and mounted on a donkey,” riding on “a beast of burden” (Matt. 21:5), as He 
Himself bears the sins of the world in His body. Now He comes by the ministry of the Gospel to save us from sin, death, the devil and 
hell. Therefore, we sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matt. 21:9). For we are called “to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,” His Holy Church, “that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths” (Is. 
2:3). By His Word, we “walk in the light of the Lord” (Is. 2:5). That is to live in love, which “does no wrong to a neighbor” (Rom. 
13:10). We “cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light,” for “salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed” (Rom. 13:11, 12). Hence, the entire Christian life is a time to wake and watch, “for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming” (Matt. 24:42). 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

C Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



5 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the 
mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. 
Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation 
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in 
whichever manner you are comfortable. 
 
Sit 
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Attendance Cards - No Communion 
Before you leave, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  Please place your attendance 
card in the box in the narthex when you go out.  Thank you! 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Hymn: 349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 


