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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and

Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome

Stand

The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.

Opening Hymn: 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Ha
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on -ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

Il } I } } — 0 i
&S I | | I = ﬂd ! 5
\%;D_D_‘_i_'_‘_‘_d—’_! | u | | | ] |
Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise; Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.

Joy-less is the day’s re-turn Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.

Till they in- ward light im-part, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

More and more Thy - self dis-play, Shin-ing to the per-fect day.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88

Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777-1822
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Kneel/ Sta

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spitit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lotd, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lotd Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

nd

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one,
holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 121:1-2, 5, 7-8; antiphon: Luke 21:33

Heaven and earth will | pass away,*
but my words will not | pass away.
I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
From where does my | help come?
My help comes | from the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.
The LORD is your | keeper;*
the LORD is your shade on your | right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all | evil;*
he will | keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in*
from this time forth and for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Heaven and earth will | pass away,*
but my words will not | pass away.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lotd be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust in
You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
St
Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
God’s Plan of Redemption Trumps Earthly Destruction and Violence

There are signs of the Lord’s coming all around: the cross that marks His Church, the violence and death of the sinful world, and the shaking
of the natural order. “Ihere will be great distress upon the earth” (Luke 21:23), but the faithful know that “the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:31).
Therefore, “straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Be awake and alert, and beed the words of Christ,
which “will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). For you, “the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2). He sends His preachers of
repentance in the spirit and power of Elijah “before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes” (Mal. 4:5), in order to “direct your hearts to the love of
God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thess. 3:5). Although yon are often faithless, “the Lord is faithful,” and by the preaching of His Word “he will
establish you and gnard you against the evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3). Therefore, “do not grow weary in doing good” (2 Thess. 3:13). In the midst of calamity,
believe upon the Lord, Jesus Christ.

Old Testament Reading Malachi 4:1-6

1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day
that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear
my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. >And you
shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.

4#Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. °And he will turn the
hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lotrd.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13

IFinally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you, 2and
that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. *But the Lotd is faithful. He will establish you and guard
you against the evil one. “And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we
command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

®Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is
walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. "For you yourselves know how you ought to
imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and
labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. It was not because we do not have that right, but to
give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 19For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not
willing to work, let him not eat. "For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. "Now such
persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be -lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
o) —— | . =T . |
[ b4 | | | I I‘ T } I I I < ‘I T N |
o o = : | T
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chaptet.
Glory to You, O Lord.

SWhile some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, [Jesus]| said, 9“As for
these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”
7And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take placer”
8And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, “The time is at hand!” Do not
go after them. 2And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will
not be at once.”

19Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. ""There will be great earthquakes,
and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 1?But before all this they will lay
their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors for my name’s sake. 1¥This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 4Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer, >for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or
contradict. 1You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death.
7Y ou will be hated by all for my name’s sake. '®But not a hair of your head will perish. 1By your endurance you will gain your lives.

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 2'Then let those who
are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it,
2for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 2>Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who atre nursing
infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 2#They will fall by the edge of the
sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.

25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the
roaring of the sea and the waves, 2people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. 2?And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 2Now when
these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

ified, died and buried.
;_VI";S ;;::;r:fle;l i;eto ?11;]1 was burle and the life I+ everlasting. Amen.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

4



Sit

Hymn of the Day: 645 Built on the Rock
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
3 We are God’s house of liv - ing stones, Built for His
4 Here stands the font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
5 Grant,then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the
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stee - ples are fal - ing. Crum - bled have spires in
High, is not dwell - ing; High a - bove earth His
own hab - i - ta - tion. He through bap - tis - mal
God has re - ceived us. Theal - tar re - calls Christ’s
church bells are ring - ing, Man - y in sav - ing
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ev - ’ry land; Bells still are chim -ing and call -
tem - ple stands, All earth - ly tem - ples ex - cel -
grace us owns Heirs of His won-drous sal - va -
sac - ri - fice And what His Sup - per here gives
faith may come  Where Christ His mes - sage is bring -
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
ling. Yet He who dwells in  heav’n a - bove
tion. Were we  but two His name to tell,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
ing: “I know My  own; My own know Me.
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the  same,
You, not the world, My face shall see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - VOT.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My peace 1 leave with  you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

hear our prayer.

... Lord, in Your mercy,

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.

Sit



Attendance Cards - No Communion

Before you leave, we ask that all attendees fill ont the yellow attendance card in the pew. Please place your attendance card in the

box in the narthex when you go out. Thank you!
Offering
Stand

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

St
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Stand
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Closing Hymn: 336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 EBv - 'ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - y bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
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Iu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their  true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou  shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99
Text and tune: Public domain
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