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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and

Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.
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Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.

Stand
Opening Hymn: 829 Christ the Eternal Lord sts. 1-2, 4-5
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I Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we claim,

2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - 'ry pass - ing age,

4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,

5 Christ the as-cend -ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
Our Mom-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whosepraise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whom yet un-seen we love;
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With thank-ful - ness and praise @ We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is past Your voice from heav-en’s throne
In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.
Shall call Your chil-drenhomeat last To know as we are known.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183

Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lotd,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lotd, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/ Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one,
holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 115:2—4, 8, 17-18; antiphon: v. 11

You who fear the LORD, trust | in the LORD!*
He is their help | and their shield.
Why should the | nations say,*
“Where | is their God?”
Our God is in the | heavens;*
he does all that he | pleases.
Their idols are sil- | ver and gold,*
the work of | human hands.
Those who make them be- | come like them;*
so do all who | trust in them.
The dead do not | praise the LORD,*
nor do any who go down into | silence.
But we will | bless the LORD*
from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
You who fear the LORD, trust | in the LORD!*
He is their help | and their shield.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lotd be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Living God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the fullness of Your
grace to lay hold of Your promises and live forever in Your presence; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
St
Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are enconraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary
The Triune God Curbs Evil and Overcomes Death with Resurrection
Christians live as “Sons of God, being sons of the resurrection” (Luke 20:36), for the Lord onr God “is not God of the dead, but of the
living” (Luke 20:38). “Those who deny that there is a resurrection” (Luke 20:27) neither know the Scriptures nor the power of God, but the baptized
Jfaithful know “that the dead are raised” (Luke 20:37). For the Lord, who was and is and is to come, knows Israel’s sufferings and has “come down to
deliver them” (Ex. 3:8). Moses reveals the name of Yahweb to God’s chosen people, by which He is “rementbered throughont all generations” (Ex. 3:15).
In contrast to that sacred remembrance of His name, St. Panl warns against the antichrist, who “takes his seat in the temple of God” (2 Thess. 2:4). That
lawless man preaches and practices the activity of Satan. Christians, however, are comforted by the coming of the Lord Jesus, who slays the antichrist and
refittes bis false doctrine “with the breath of bis month” (2 Thess. 2:8). By His preaching, “stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were tanght” (2
Thess. 2:15). Hear, receive and believe God’s promise of love, comfort and good hope.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 3:1-15

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said, “I will turn aside to
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” #When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place
on which you are standing is holy ground.” °And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

"Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because
of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. °And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and 1
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 1°Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” "But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
children of Israel out of Egypt?” ?He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?”” *God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”” And he said, “Say this
to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.”” 1>God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, “The LORD, the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name forever, and
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.



Epistle 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 13—17

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers,
not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that
the day of the Lord has come. *Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, *who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still
with you I told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. "For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8And then the lawless
one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his
coming. . . .

13But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the
firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. #To this he called you through our gospel, so that
you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by
us, either by our spoken wotrd or by our letter.

1"Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good
hope through grace, "comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 20:27-40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

?"There came to [Jesus] some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 2%and they asked him a question,
saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and
raise up offspring for his brother. 2Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without children. 3°And the
second 3land the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. 32Afterward the woman also died. 33In the
resurtection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.”

34And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy
to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 3*for they cannot die anymore,
because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. 3But that the dead are raised, even Moses
showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.
3Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” ¥Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have
spoken well.” For they no longer dared to ask him any question.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I+ everlasting. Amen.
Sit
Song of the Day: Here I Am, Lord
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save.
I who make the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them? Who shall I send?

Chorus:

Here I am, Lord. Isit I, Lord?

I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me.

I will hold Your people in my heart.

1, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people's pain.
I have wept for love of them, they turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.

I will speak My word to them. Who shall I send? (Chorus)

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give My life to them. Who shall I send? (Chorus)

Text: Dan Schutte
Text: © 1981 OCP Publications Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-742383. All rights reserved. Used by permission: One License no. A-742383

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

(P) .. Lord,in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24,; Eph. 4:1=3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner yon are comfortable.

St
Offering
Stand



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Sit

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Matters of Importance

Stand

Closing Song: Blessed Be Your Name

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful,

Whete Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name.

Ev’ty blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:

Chorus:

Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your glorious name!

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me,
When the world's all as it should be, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering,

Though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name.

Ev’ty blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say: (Chorus)

You give and take away,

You give and take away;

My heart will choose to say

Lord, blessed be Your name. (Chorus, twice)

Text: Beth Redman, Matt Redman
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Text: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing CCLI Song # 3798438. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License #

21243036. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036

Postlude



