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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are 
strangers and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, 
our Creator; to all who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit 

and Name of Jesus, say WELCOME! 
 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and 
please sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to 

know you better! 
 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or 
write a prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His 
family, to celebrate His presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, 

Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 
PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 

 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender 
mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that 
You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as 
my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your 
dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true 
confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I 
may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me 
find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I 
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 711 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 30:2–5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b 

You have turned for me my mourning into | dancing;* 
 O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you for- | ever! 
O LORD my God, I cried to | you for help,* 
 and you have | healed me. 
O LORD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;* 
 you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit. 
Sing praises to the LORD, O | you his saints,* 
 and give thanks to his | holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.* 
 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning. 
 

 

 
 

You have turned for me my mourning into | dancing;* 
 O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you for- | ever! 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and 
preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that 
leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
Jesus Christ Is the Great Shepherd of His Sheep 

 “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). As 
He had mercy on Paul, in order to “display his perfect patience” (1 Tim. 1:16), so also does He seek out His sheep “from all places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness” (Ezek. 34:12). To deliver His flock, He “will seek the lost, … bring back the strayed, … 
bind up the injured, and … strengthen the weak” (Ezek. 34:16), and “they shall no longer be a prey” (Ezek. 34:22). He sets over them one great 
Good Shepherd, the Son of David, who “shall feed them and be their shepherd” (Ezek. 34:23). For Christ Jesus is the one man who, “having a 
hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them,” would “leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it” (Luke 
15:4). When He finds the lost one and brings it home rejoicing, “the angels of God” and all the company of heaven rejoice with Him, with great joy 
(Luke 15:7, 10). 

  

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11–24 
 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 
so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered 
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them 
with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 
15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the 
Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and 
sheep, between rams and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that 
you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you 
must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden 
with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 
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 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the 
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak 
with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer 
be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, 
my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the 
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have 
spoken.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

C Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 
 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

Epistle 1 Timothy 1:5–17 
 5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. 6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 
7desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things 
about which they make confident assertions. 
 8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding this, that the 
law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, 
for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10the 
sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is 
contrary to sound doctrine, 11in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which 
I have been entrusted. 
 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 
faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace 
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him 
for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Luke 15:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
  

 
  

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, 
until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



7 

 

Hymn of the Day: 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon ~ “Finders Keepers ……..” 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 
26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things.  As the 
Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We 
likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 
it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body 
and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving 
them new life, to join us at His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to our pastor.  He will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.  
When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to 
be baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Lift up your hearts. 

   

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  When the usher dismisses 
your row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher.  Thank you! 

 

Distribution Hymn: 570 Just as I Am, Without One Plea 
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

The Dismissal 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Song: Lord, Reign In Me 
Over all the earth You reign on high; 
Ev'ry mountain stream, ev'ry sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
Is that You'd reign in me again. 
 
Chorus: 
Lord, reign in me, reign in Your pow'r;  
Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
You are the Lord of all I am, 
So won't You reign in me again? 
 
Over ev'ry thought, over ev'ry word, 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord. 
You mean more to me than any earthly thing, 
So won't You reign in me again?  (Chorus, twice) 
Text: Brenton Brown 
Text: © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire), admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright License no. 21243036 

 

Postlude 
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