The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 10, 2025
Divine Service, Setting 4
10:00 AM

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
465 Pond Path ~ East Setauket, NY 11733
e-mail: info@messiahny.org
website: www.messiahny.org
(631) 751-1775

Dr. Wil Stelzer ~ Covering Pastor
Myr. Chris Cuvier ~ Organist



WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all
who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worty, they're friendlyl) and please
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a
prayer request on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and

Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son,
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.




Prelude

Welcome
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.

Stand

Opening Hymn: 728 How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through - out all their life - time My  peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My  grace, all - suf - fi - cient, will be  your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said

I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That  soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
rn nev - e, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your dross to  con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lotd, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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[P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

Kneel/ Stand

Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 147:8—11; antiphon: v. 7

Kyrie

Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;*
make melody to our God | on the lyre!

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain | for the earth;*
he makes grass grow | on the hills.

He gives to the | beasts their food,*
and to the young ravens | that cry.

His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,*
nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man,

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him *
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;*
make melody to our God | on the lyre!

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer
acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Children's Message
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel.

Lectionary Summary

The Lord Is Surely Coming to Give You His Kingdom
The Lord Himself was Abrahan’s shield and great reward. For “the word of the Lord came to him” and sustained the patriarch’s
Saith in the face of death (Gen. 15:4). By divine grace, Abrabam “believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6), on
account of the holy Seed, Christ Jesus. To that one old man, the 1ord granted “descendants as many as the stars of beaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore” (Heb. 11:12). The Lord is likewise faithful to you. 1t is His glad desire “to give you the kingdom”
(Liuke 12:32). Therefore, “do not be anxious about your life,” but instead “seeke bis kingdom” (Luke 12:22, 31). Set your heart on that treasure.
“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning . .. for the Son of Man is coming” (Luke 12:35, 40).



Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1-6

'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram
said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”
*And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own
son shall be your heir.” >’And he brought him outside and said, “L.ook toward heaven, and number
the stats, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” *And
he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

This is the Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.

Epistle Hebrews 11:1-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ?For by it the
people of old received their commendation. *By faith we understand that the universe was created by the
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he
died, he still speaks. >By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found,
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. °And
without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. "By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
wortld and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. '"For
he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith
Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him
faithful who had promised. *Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

BThese all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. #For
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 1°If they had been thinking of that
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand



Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 12:22-40

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*?[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what
you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. *For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. **Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse
nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value ate you than the birds! And which
of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? *If then you are not able to do as
small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? ¥’Consider the lilies, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
*But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! ? And do not seek what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, not be wortied. *’For all the nations of the wotld seek after these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. *'Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things
will be added to you.

32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Fathet’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. **Sell
your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old,
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.
*For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

»“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, *and be like men who are waiting
for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at
once when he comes and knocks. *"Blessed ate those servants whom the master finds awake when
he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and
he will come and serve them. *If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them
awake, blessed are those servants! *?But know this, that if the master of the house had known at
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. *You also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: 748 I'm But a Stranger Here
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1 I'm but a strang - er here, Heav’'n is my home;
2 What though the tem - pest rage, Heav'n is my home;
3 There - fore I mur - mur not, Heav’n is my home;
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Earth is a des - ert drear, Heav’'n is my home.
Short is my pil - grim - age, Heav'n is my home;
What - e’er my earth -1y lot, Heav’'n is my home;
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Dan - ger and sor-row stand Round me on ev - 'ry hand;
And time’s wild win - try blast  Soon shall be 0 - Ver - past;
And I shall sure -ly stand There at my Lord’s right hand;
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Heav’'n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’'n is my home.
I shall reach home at last, Heav’n is my home.
Heav’n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’'n is my home.
Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807-35
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon

Stand



Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:
[P] ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24,; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.

Sit
Attendance Cards - No Communion

Before you leave, we ask that all attendees fill ont the yellow attendance card in the pew. Please place your attendance card in the
box in the narthex when you go out. Thank you!

Offering
Stand

Lotd’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
Sit

Matters of Importance



Stand

Closing Hymn: 783 Take My Life and Let It Be
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold,
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’'ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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