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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers 
and need a Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all 

who hunger for the Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say 
WELCOME! 

 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please 
sign our Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a 
prayer request on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would 
open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true 
and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The order of service for today may be found in the Hymnal, page 203.  

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 49:7–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

Hear this, all | peoples!* 
 Give ear, all inhabitants | of the world, 
both | low and high,* 
 rich and poor to- | gether! 
Truly no man can ransom an- | other,* 
 or give to God the price | of his life, 
for the ransom of their life is | costly* 
 and can nev- | er suffice. 
This is the path of those who have foolish | confidence;* 
 yet after them people approve | of their boasts. 
Like sheep they are appointed | for Sheol;* 
 death shall be their | shepherd. 
But God will ransom my soul from the power | of Sheol,* 
 for he will re- | ceive me. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Hear this, all | peoples!* 
 Give ear, all inhabitants | of the world, 
both | low and high,* 
 rich and poor to- | gether! 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 
heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of 
Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

  



4 

 

Lectionary Summary 
Faith in Christ Is Rich Toward God 

 To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after wind,” and work that is driven by such vanity “is an unhappy 
business” (Eccl. 1:13–14). The man who lives like that has nothing to show for “all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils 
beneath the sun … all his days are full of sorrow” (Eccl. 2:22–23). So, too, your “covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a 
god out of that which cannot give you life or happiness. For “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 
12:15). But “Christ who is your life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives you all the wealth of heaven. Instead of striving to lay up 
treasures for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 12:21). 

 

Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has 
given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, 
and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . . 
 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man 
who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master 
of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about 
and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a 
person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed 
by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all 
the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of 
sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 
 24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 
enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat 
or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and 
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to 
give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

C How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the | good news,* 
 who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation. 
Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,* 
 and their words to the ends | of the world. 

Epistle Colossians 3:1–11 
 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  
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7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 12:13–21 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 
with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said 
to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 
crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 730 What is the World to Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in 
whichever manner you are comfortable. 

 

Sit 
 

Attendance Cards - No Communion 
Before you leave, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  Please place your attendance 
card in the box in the narthex when you go out.  Thank you! 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
 

Closing Hymn: 850 God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Postlude 
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