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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers and need a 
Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all who hunger for the 

Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say WELCOME! 
 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please sign our 
Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 
If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a prayer request 

on the back of the yellow card. 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart 
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 
heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus 
Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by 
Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Choral Anthem 

Procession of Palms 
 

If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. If the congregation is already seated in the nave, it now stands and 
faces the processional cross at the entrance to the nave. 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son 
when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go 
forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 11:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The 
Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And they went away and found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying 
the colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches 
that they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in 
the highest!” 
 11And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 
 
 

Blessing of the Palms 
 

The Procession Begins 
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Opening Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to 
suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be 
made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, he is the King of | glory! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to 
suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be 
made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 



4 

 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
The Son of David Ascends His Throne and Reigns in Love from His Cross 

 The Son of David comes in gentle humility, “sitting on a donkey’s colt,” yet as the King of Israel “in the name of the Lord” (John 12:13–15). 
He comes to be lifted up in glory on the cross in order to cast out “the ruler of this world” and draw all people to Himself (John 12:23–32). The Church is 
thus called to “rejoice greatly,” because her King comes with salvation, and “he shall speak peace to the nations” (Zech. 9:9–10). As He is anointed 
“beforehand for burial” (Mark 14:8), He also ascends His royal throne as “the King of the Jews” by way of His Passion (Mark 15:2, 17–19, 26). He 
goes “as it is written of him,” wherefore “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power” (Mark 14:21, 62). For the glory of God is love, 
which crescendos in the humble obedience and voluntary self-sacrifice of the Son of God for the salvation of sinners. So, God the Father has “highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9), that He might reign over us in love with the forgiveness of His cross.  

 

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a 

C [Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of | his own blood,* 
 thus securing an eternal re- | demption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,* 
 so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in- | heritance. 
He sent redemption to his | people;* 
 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

First Communion Prior to Confirmation 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, in Holy Baptism these young people were born again as God’s children and received into His 
Church. As a further gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the Sacrament of the Altar 
and invites His children to receive this Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness of their sins. The apostle Paul reminds 
us, “Let a person examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” These candidates have received instruction and 
have been examined by the pastor regarding their sin and their understanding of the Sacrament of the Altar. 

 

The pastor addresses the candidates: 
 

P You are about to be admitted to the Lord’s Table. Holy Scripture describes the life of the Church and every baptized 
Christian with these words: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” You are invited by our Lord to come regularly to hear His Word and receive His Sacrament. 
You will continue to be instructed and nurtured in the Christian faith and life. You are invited to confess your sins and 
receive the comfort of Holy Absolution. All this will help you live as the child of God you have been made through 
Holy Baptism. 
  

In testimony of this faith and confession, I now ask you: 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, is your Lord? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for you and shed His blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of all your 
sins? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and 
to strengthen your faith in Him and your love toward others? 

R Yes, I believe. 
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P Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, confess your sins, and receive the Lord’s 
Supper faithfully throughout your life? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 
  

P I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

P Parents, (sponsors), and members of the congregation, the whole Church shares with you the responsibility and 
concern for the ongoing instruction and spiritual care of these young people. I now ask you, will you intercede for 
them in prayer and, as much as you are able, give them your counsel and aid that, in communion with the Church, they 
may grow up to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ? Then answer: We will, with the help of God. 

C We will, with the help of God. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them to Himself, we ask You to bless these 
young people. Strengthen them in the faith through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood so that they may grow 
spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward others to the praise and honor of Your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts in your confession of faith. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His 

holy Supper, He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Peace T be with 
you. 

C Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

  

Service of the Sacrament 
 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 26:26-28). 
In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things.  As the Catechism teaches, 
“a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We likewise take seriously St. Paul's 
admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all 
baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the 
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to join us at His table.  If you 
have any questions about this, please speak to one of our pastors.  They will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.  When you 
come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please 
speak to one of our pastors! 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the 
cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

  
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Attendance Cards 
Prior to the communion liturgy, we ask that all attendees fill out the yellow attendance card in the pew.  When the usher dismisses your 
row to go to the altar, please hand your yellow card to the usher.  Thank you! 

 

Distribution Hymn: 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
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The Dismissal 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart 

T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

  

 

  

 

  

   

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not 
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 
 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 

Closing Hymn: 443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt. 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
 


