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WELCOME TO MESSIAH!

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers and need a
Church home; to all who ate lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all who hunger for the
Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say WELCOMET!

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendlyl) and please sign our
Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin. This will help us to get to know you better!

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a prayer request
on the back of the yellow card.

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the
ministry of His church and mission to the world.

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP:

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my
heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

Before confession & absolution

Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus
Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by
Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in

Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

After communing

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.




Pre-Service Music

Welcome

Christmas Proclamation

Stand

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 3

1

ref

O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him

Born the king of angels: Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven abovel
Glory to God

In the highest: Refrain

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remenibrance of their Baptism.

F eF @F BF

Kneel/ Stand
(P)

Stand

Kyrie

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lotd, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Wotd, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, secking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spitit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant
that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
Sit
Lectionary Summary
The Light of Christ Shines Forth in the Darkness
Heaven and earth rejoice on this night becanse the glory of the Holy Trinity is manifested in the hunian birth of “onr great God and Savior Jesus

Christ” (Titus 2:13), through whom the Father’s grace and mercy permeate the world. Death’s silence is nullified by this “good news of great joy that will be for all
the people” (Luke 2:10). And all we who have gone astray like lost and wandering sheep, who have “walked in darkness” of doubt, fear and sinful unbelief, behold
“a great light” in the nativity of Jesus Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him, “the grace of God bas appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this child of Mary who is born _for us, this dear
Son of God who is given to us, bears the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. By initiating and fulfilling His earthly journey from nativity to
crucifixcion, Christ establishes a government of peace, “with justice and with righteousness,” which shall have no end. This is not by any work of man, but “the zeal

of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7).

The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. SFor God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to
him, “Where are your” 1°And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid
myself.” 1"He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” ?The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 1¥Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have doner” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

14The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cutsed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15] will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

1

ref

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

The Second Lesson

SFor to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

370 What Child Is This

1

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Text: Public domain

The Third Lesson
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. >And all went to be registered, each to his own town. *And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, >to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ®And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

365 Away in a Manger

1

Away in a manger, no ctib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Text: Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia
Text: Public domain

sts. 1, ref, 7

Isaiah 9:6—7

st. 1

Luke 2:1-7

st. 1



The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-14

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 1'For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 2And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

This is the Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

How Great Our Joy sts. 1, Ref.
1 While by the sheep we watched at night,
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.

Ref. How great our joy! Great our joy!
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy!
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!

Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
Text: German folk carol
Text: Public domain

The Fifth Lesson Luke 2:15-20

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 1°And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. '7And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. 8And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 2°And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

This is the Word of the Lotrd.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Lesson

Carol Medley

The First Noel sts. 1, Ref
1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold wintet's night that was so deep.

Ref Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.

Text: Anonymous
Text: Public domain

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. 1
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight.

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Text: Public domain



368 Angels We Have Heard on High

1

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply,

Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French
Text: Public domain

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Stand

Nicene Creed

Sit

1

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King

i

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

sts. 1, ref

sts. 1, ref



Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows:

(P} .. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable.
Sit
Offering

Service of the Sacrament

In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation
Jor this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things. As the Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well
prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take seriously St. Panl's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving it worthily. Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and
who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodjes and souls, cleansing them of their
old nature and giving them new life, to join us at His table. If you have any questions about this, please speak to one of our pastors. They will be happy to discuss it with you.

If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing. When you come forward
toward the altar, please ask the pastor if be would bless you. If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please speak to one of our pastors!

Stand
Preface LSB 208

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

FeF 8F BF

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke



Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt

among us, full of grace and truth.

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may

receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} OurLord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of

Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

LSB 210



Sit

The Distribution

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

1

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”

The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heav’nly music floats
O’cr all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,

And ever o’er its babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:
Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,

When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.

His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,

And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Text: Public domain

376 Once in Royal David’s City

1

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Maty was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on eatth our Savior holy.

For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us He grew;

He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;

And He feels for all our sadness,

And He shares in all our gladness.

(If enough time)



4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

5  Notin that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,

All in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Text: Public domain

The Dismissal

Stand

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart
I« in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 212



The Candle Lighting

As the light is being distributed, we ask that only the unlit candles be dipped and the lit candles be held straight up.

will sing.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night
1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glorties stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluial

Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lotd, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Text: Public domain

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
Amen.

387 Joy to the World
1 Joy to the wortld, the Lord is comel!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain

10

When all the candles are lit, the congregation

sts. 1-3
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